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Silt^ TrentBHi Jamarf ij 1977* 

JL OUR refolves of th6 twenty-feventh ultimo were tran& 
mitted me laft night by- meflieurs Clymer, Morris, and Wal-^ 
ton. The confidence which Congrefs have honored me with 
by thefe proceedings has a claim to my warmeft acknowledge* 
ments. At the fame time I beg leave to aflure them that all 
my faculties fhall be employed to dire<5l properly the powers 
they have been pleafed to veft me with, and to advance tbofe ob« 
je6ls, and only thofe, which gave rife to this honorable mark of 
diftin£tion. If my exertions fhould not be attended with the 
<Jefired fuccefe, I truft the failure will be imputed to the true 
caufe, — ^the peculiarly diftrefied fituation of our affairs, and 
the difficulties I have to combat, — rather than to a want of 
^eal for my country, and the clofeft attention to her iriterefts^ 
to promote which has ever been my ftudy. 

On monday morning I paffed the Delaware myfelf ; the 

ivhole of our troops and artillery, not till yefterday, owing to 
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a- GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

the ice which rendered their paflage extremely difficult and 
fatiguing. Since their arrival, we h^ve been pa^rading the 
regiments whofe time of fervice is now expired, in order to 
know what force we Ihould have to depend on, and how to 
regulate our views accordingly. After much perfuafion and 
the exertions of their officers, half or a greater proportion 
of thofe from the eaftward have confented to ftay fix weeks 
on a bounty of ten dollars. I feel the inconvenience of this 
ad^^ance, and I know Che eonfcquences which, wfill refult 
from it : — ^but what could be done ? — Pennfylvania had al- 
lowed the fame to her militia : — the troops felt their import- 
ance, and would have their price. Indeed, as their aid is fo 
cflential, and. not to. be diip9nfQ4 Wjh, it is to, be wondered 
they had not eftimated it at a higher rate. I perceive that 
Congrefs, apprehenfive of this event, had made unlimited 
provifion for it. 

General MiflSin is at Borderitown with about eighteen 
hundred men, and general Cadwallader at Crofwix's, with 
about the fame number. — We are now making our arrange- 
ments^ aod cooceftipg a plan of operations, which I fhali at- 
tempt to execute as foon as poffible, and which I hope will be 
attended with fome fuccefs. 

As to the number and fituation of the enemy, I cannot pbtain 
certain intelligence : but, from the accounts mofi: to be relied 
oh, they have colledled the principal part of their force, from 
Brunfwic and the neighboring ports, at Princeton, where 
they are throwing up fome works. The number there is 
reported to be from five to fix thoufand ; and it is confi- 
dently faid they have fent the chief part of their baggage to 
Brunfwic. It is added that general Howe landed at Amboy 
a day or two ago with a thoufand light troops, and is on his 
march from thence* 

I have fent into different parts of Jerfey, men of influence 
to fpirit up the militia, and flatter myfelf that the many inju- 
ries they have received will induce fome to jgive their aid. If 
what they have fuffcred does not roufe their refentnient, they 

mull 
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iliufl not pofiHs the common feelings of humanity. To op- 
prdfion, ravage, and a deprivation of property, they have had 
the more mortifying circumftance of infult added .-—after be- 
mg ftrippedof all.they had without the Icaft compenfation, 
proteSions have been granted them for the free enjoyment of 
their cffe6b.— I have die honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have not been able to procure returns of our force, 
owing to our fituation. I fuppofe that about two or three 
and twenty hundred pafled widi me, which number is now 
reduced to fifteen or fixteen hundred. No eftimate of our force 
can be formed from the number of regiments : many of them» 
by reafon of iicknefs, caimot turn out more than a hundred men. 



Sir, Pluckemiftj yanuary 5, 1777. 

I have the honor to inform you, that, fince the date of 
my hft from Trenton, I have removed with the army under 
my command to this place. The difficulty of crofling the De- 
laware on account of the ice made our paflage over it tedious^ 
and gave the enemy an opportunity of drawing in their feveral 
cantonments, and aflembling their whole force at Princeton. 
Their large picq^uets, advanced towards Trenton, — their great . 
preparations, and fome intelligence I had received, — added to 
their knowledge that the firft of January brought on a diflblu- 
tion of the beft part of our army, — gave me the ftrongeft rea- 
fons to conclude that an attack upon us was meditating. 

Our Gtuation was mod critical, and our force fmall. To 
remove immediately was again deftroying every dawn of 
hope which had begun to revive in the breads of the Jerfey 
militia ; and to bring thofe troops which had firft croffed the 
Delaware and were lying at Crofwix's under general Cad- 
wallader, and thofe under general Mifflin at Bordentowa 
(amounting in the whole to about three thoufand fix hun- 
dred), to Trenton, was to bring them to an expofed place. 
One or the other however was unavoidable: — ^the latter wii^ 
preferred, and they were ordered to join us at Trenton, 
which they did, by a night-march, on the firft inftant. 

B 2 Qkw 



4 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

On the ifecond, accoiding to my expediation, the enem^ir 
began to advance upon us ; and, after fome Ikirmifhing^ the 
head of their column reached Trenton about four o'clock^ 
^hilft their rear was as far back as Maidenhead. They at- 
tempted to pafs Sanpink creek which runs through Trenton^ 
at different places ; but^ finding the fords guarded, halted and 
kindled their fires. — We were drawn up on the other fide of 
the creek. — In this fituation we remained till dark, cannonad- 
ing the enemy, and receiving the fire of their field-pieces 
which did us but little damage. 

Having by this time difcovered that the enemy were great- 
ly fuperior in number, and that their defign was to furround 
tis, I ordered all our baggage to be removed filently to Bur- 
lington foon after dark ; and at twelve o'clock, after renew- 
ing our fives, and leaving guards at the bridge in Trenton, 
and other palTes on the fame iiream above, marched by a 
round-about road to Princeton where I knew they could not 
have much fiirce left, and might have ftofes. One thing I 
was certain of, — that it would avoid the appearance of a re- 
treat (which was of courfe, — or to run the hazard of the 
whole army being cut off] — whilft we might by a fortunate 
ftroke withdraw general Howe from Trenton, and give fome 
reputation to our arms. — Happily we fucceeded.— We found 
Princeton about fun-rife with ouly three regiments and three 
troops of light-horfe in it, two of which were on their march 
to Trenton. Thefe three regiments, efpecially the two firft^ 
made a gallant refiftance, and, in killed, wounded^ and pvi- 
foners, muft have lofl five hundred men : upwards of one 
hundred of them vrere left dead in the field ; and, with what 
I have with me and what were taken in the purfuit and car- 
ried acrofs the Delaware, there are near three hundred pri- 
foners, fourteen of whom are officers, ^11 Britifh. 

This piece of good fortune is\:ounterbalance4 by the lofs 
of the brave and worthy general Mereer, colonels Hazlet and 
Potter, captain Neal of the artillery, captain Fleming wh^ 
commanded tlie firft Virginia regiment, and four or five other 
valuable officers, who, with about twenty-five or riiirty pri- 
vates 
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vates, were flain in the field. Our wliole lofs cannot he aff 
certained, as many who were jp purfuit of the enemy (who 
were chafed three or four miles) are not yet come in. 

The rear of the enemy's army lying at Maidenhead (not 
more than five or fix miles from Princeton) was up witli us 
before our purfuit was over : but as I had the precaution to 
dcftroy the bridge over Stoney-brook (about half a mile from 
the field of action), they were fo long retarded there as to 
give us time to move ofi^ in good order for this place. Wc 
took two brafs field-pieces ; but, for want of horfes, could 
not bring ^em away. We alfo took fome blankets, (hoes, 
and a few other trifling articles, burned the hay, and dedtby.* 
ed {xtdh od)er things as the fhortnefs of the time would ad-* 
mit of. 

My original plan, when I fet out from Trenton, was, to 
have pufhed on to Brunfwic : but the harraifed ftate of our 
troops (many of diem having had no reft for two nights and 
a day), and the danger of lofing the advantage we had gained 
by aiming at too much, induced me, by the advice of my offi* 
cers, to relinquifh the attempt : but, in my judgment, fix or 
eight hundred frefh troops upon a forced march would have 
deftroyed all their ftores and magazines,-— taken (as we have 
ilnce learned) their military cheft, containing feventy thoufand 
poVinds, — and put an end to the war. The enemy, from the 
beft intelltgence I have been able to get, were fo much alarm- 
ed at the apprehenfion of this, that they marched immediately 
to Brunfwic without hairing, except at the bridges (for I alfo 
took up thofe on Millftone, on the different routes to Brunf^ 
wic), and got there before day. 

From the beft information I have received, general Hovi« 
has left no men either at Trenton or Princeton. The truth 
of this I am endeavoring to afcertain, that I may regulate 
my movements accordingly. 

The militia are taking fpirits, and, I am told, are coming 
in faft from this ftatc : but I fear thofe from Philadelphia 
will fcarcely fubmit to the hardlhips of a winter campaign 
j»u<:h longer, ^fpecially as they very unluckily fent their 
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blankets with their baggage to Burlington. I muft do them 
the jullice however to add that they have undergone more 
fatigue and hardihip, than I exped^ed militia (efpecially citi? 
zens) would have done at this inclement feafon. — ^I am juft 
moving to Morriftown, where. I (hall endeavor to put them 
under the beft cover I can :~hitherto we have been without 
^ny ; and many of our poor foldiers quite barefoot, and ill 
clad in other refpedls. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Aforrijlozvn, January 7, 1777. 

I AM happy to Inform you that the account of general 
Mercer*s death, tranfmitted in mylaft, was premature, though 
it was mentioned as certain by many who faw him after he 
was wounded. By intelligence from Princeton yefterday 
evening, he was alive, and feemed as if he would do well :-^ 
unhappily he is a prifoner. Had it not been for the inform- 
ation I had of his death, I ivould have tried to have brought 
him away, though I believe it could not have been efFefted. 

The enemy have totally evacuated Trent and Prince 
towns, and are now at Brunfwic and the feveral pods on 
file communication between that and Hudfon's river, but 
chiefly at Brunfwic. Their numbers and movements are va- 
rioufly reported : but all agree that their force is great. There 
have been two or three little (kirmifhes between their par- 
ties and fome detachments of militia, in which the latter have 
been fuccefsful, and made a few prifoners. The moft con- 
fiderable was on funday morning near Springfield, when 
eight or ten Waldeckers were killed and wounded, and the 
remainder of the party (thirty-nine or forty) made prifoners, 
with two officers, by a force not fuperior in number, and 
without receiving the lead damage. 

The feverity of the feafon has made our troops, efpecially 
the militia, extremely impatient, and has reduced the num- 
ber very coniiderably. Every day more or lefs leave us. 
Their complaints, and the great fotigues th^ had undergone, 

induced 
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induced mc to corac to tliis place, as the beft calculated of 
any in this quarter to accommodate and refrefli them. The 
fituation is by no means favotable to our views ; and, as 
foon as the purpofes arc anfwered for which we came, I 
think to remove, though I coDfeis I do not know how wp 
fhall procure covering, for our men elfewherc. 

I have die honor to be^ &c. G. W,. 



Si a, Head' Quarters^ Aforrijicwfiy 'Jan. 9, I777> 

I AM honored with yours of the firft inftant, in- 
clofing ftindry refolves relating to this and the northern army^. 
Thofe that refpe^ft my department fhall be properly at- 
tended to. 

1 am obliged by your notice of colonel Baylor, on whond 
I ihall confer the command of horfe to which you recom*- 
mend him. — When the uniform for the regiment is fixed 
upon, a horfe properly caparifoned (hall be provided and 
prefented to colonel Baylor, — ^There were no horfes of any 
figure or value taken at Trenton. 

Since I wrote to you laft, the enemy have withdrawn all 
their out-garrifons, and centred their whole force at and neat 
Brunfwic,; tot whether with an intention to make a ftani 
there or nvake another pufti towards Philadelphia, I cannot 
yet deterrfiine. — Upon the evacuation of Elizabethtown, 
general Maxwell fell upon the enemy's rear, and made feven*- 
ty prifoners and took a parcel of baggage, 

I have the honor to be, &c- G. W^ 



Sir, Head-Quarters i Morrijlown^ J^^- 12, 1 777. 

I AM honored with yours of the fixth, inclofing fc- 
veral refolves of Congrcfi^ relpefting an exchange to be 
propofed between general Lee and the Heilian field-officers 
taken at Trenton. Colonel Ralle died the day after the ^c- 
tioo^ and we left one of the majors fo ill of his wounds, that 

B 4 Lam 
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8 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

I am in doubt of his recovery. I can however make an ofr 
fer of all that remain, in exchange for general Lee» except 
one whom you 4>rder to be fropofed for colonel Allen. If 
the offer is rejected by general Howe, I fliall think myfelf 
then at liberty to rcmonftrate to him on his treatment of ge- 
neral Lee. If he will not exchange hin)» he (hpuld at leaft 
admit him to his parole, as we have ever done their prifon* 
ers who have fallen into our hands. 

I underftand from undoubted authority that they intend to- 
try the general by a court-martial, as a defertcr from their 
fcrvfce, pretending that his refignatiqn was never accepted 
of. Bi|t I fhall inform general Howe, that, if iny fuch ftep 
i$ taken under fq (hallpw and illegal s^ pretext, and their 
fentence ftiould extend either to affeft his life or liberty, they 
may depend upon tl^c n^oft fevere and ajieijuafe retaliation up- 
on our part. 

The enemy have made np mpv? fince n^y laft. By every 
tccoupt, they begin (o be diftreffcd, particularly for forage, 
p{ which there is little or none rcmajnir^g in the fn^all circle 
they poflcfs, except fait hay. 

By lettpr$ frpm general Heatl>, of d>e qinth, he was begin- 
ning to moye dpwn towards Kinglbqdge with the. troops 
from New-England. Thjs muft add to the diftrefs of the 
pnemy, who will, by tl^is mi^afure, tje deprived of the fub^ 
fiftence they formerly drew from Weft-Cheftcr and the 
Cpuuties tp the northward of Yqrk-ifland. 

I have the honor to fee, 2fc. G. W, 



Sir, Head'Qjiarterja^ Moirijiowrty Jan. 14, 1 77 7. 

1 Embracp this opportunity, by Mft Hopkins, of in-, 
forming you that the enemy remain upon their old ground at 
Amboy and Brunfwic. Our accounts ftill confirm their want 
of forage^ which I hope will increafe. — If their horfes are 
reduced this winter, it will be impoffible for them to take 
the field in the fprin^. 

Genera^ 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 9 

General Warner, with two regiments from Maflachu*' 
fcttSv^ arrived here : general Heath, with the remainder of 
the troops from that ftate, ha« by this time begun to move 
down towards Kinglbridge, 

1 this day intend to fend in a flag with letters to lord and 
general Howe upon the fuhjeCl of general Lee's exchange, 
and remonftrating againft the fevere treatmciit of our prifon- 
jcrs. I indole you copies of both, for your infpedtion and 
approbation. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



BlKf Hfadr-Quarters^ Afornjiown^ Jon. 17, 1777. 

I HAVE not had the honor of any of your favors 
fincc I wrote to you on the fourteenth inftant. — No material 
alterations have happened in this quarter. The enemy, from 
every account, mean to make Brunfwic their advanced 
poft for this winter. They are endeavoring to draw in 
all the forage they can get ; in the courfe of which, they 
have daily fkirmifhes with our advanced parties: but I 
diink, do what they will, they muft be diftrefled greatly be- 
fore the winter is over. 

By. a late refolve of Congrefs, the towns of Carliflc in 
Pennfylvapia, and Brookfield in Maffachuietts, are fixed upon 
for the propel* places to eredS elaboratories, and lay up ma- 
gazines of military ftores. Upon communicating this refolve 
to general Knox who wi|l have the principal direftion of 
thcfc matters, he was of opinion that Hartford in Connefticut 
would be on many accounts more convenient for that pur- 
pofe than Brookfield, particularly in refpeft to buildings, 
which are already crefted, and, though not fuch as are im- 
mediately fit for the ufes they are intended, may be eafily 
converted to them. — General Knox, and others whom I have 
confulted upon the occafion, alfo think that Yorktown will 
be full as fafe, and more convenient than Carlifle. — If thcfe 
two alterations fliould, upon a reronfideration, appear to 
you in the fame light, and no fleps fhould have been taken 

towards 
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towards carrying matters into execution, I lliould be glad - 
that y6u would, by a new refolve, permit me to direct the 
works to be carried on at the places lad mentioned. 

Since I began this letter, your favor of the tenth was deli- 
vered to me, inclofing fundry refolves of Congrefs to which 
I (hall pay due attention, and fliall inform * ♦ * and * * * 
of their difmiffion from the fcrvice of the dates. 

I bave the honor to be, 6cc, G. W, 



Sir, Head-Quarters, AforriJIowriy yan, 19, 1 777. 

THE fluftuating ftate of an army compofcd cliiefly 
of militia bids fair to reduce us to the fituation in which we 
were fome little time ago,— that is, of fcavce having any army 
at all, — except reinforcements fpeedily arrive. One of the 
batallions from the city of Philadelphia goes home to-day, and 
the other two only remain a few days longer upon courtefy. 
The time for which a country brigade under general Mif- 
flin came out is expired, and they ftay from day to day by 
dint of folicitation, — their numbers much reduced by defer- 
tions. — We have about eight hundred of theeaftcrn continen- 
tal troops remaining of twelve or fourteen hundred who at 
firft agreed to ftay, — part engaged to the laft of this month, 
:and part to the middle of next. The five Virginia regiments 
arc reduced to a handful of men, as are colonel Hand's, 
Small wood's, and the German batallion. — A few days ago 
general Warner arrived with about feven hundred Maffachu- 
fctts militia engaged to the fifteenth of March. 

Thus you have a fketch of our prefent army, with which 
^ve are obliged to keep up appearances before an enemy al- 
a*eady double to us in numbers, and who from every account 
are withdrawing their troops from Rhode-Ifland, to form a 
junftion of their whole army, and make another attempt ei- 
<her to break up oms, or penetrate towards Pliiladelphia, — 
JL thing by no means difficult now, as the ice affords an 
^afy paflagc over the Delaware. 

I do 
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I do not yet know what tSeSt general Heath's moving 
down towards New -York will have.— Ycfterday morning 
a conftderable firing was heard, which feemed to he about 
Kingfbridge. I am in hopes that his appearance on diat 
quarter with a pretty large force will oblige them to withdraw 
part of theirs from Jerfey, to fecure the city of New- York, 
which, by late accounts, is weakly garrifoned. — General 
Heath has all the eaftern and York militia with him, except 
the fmall brigade under general Warner that I mentioned be- 
fore, one regiment of Conne£Ucut, flopped at Providence in 
Rhode-Ifland, and a number (how many I do not know) fc- 
quefted by general Schuyler to be fent to Ticonderoga. — If it 
fhouki appear that they are regardlcfs of the diverfion made 
by general Heath, and perGft in their plan of drawing their 
whole army together in Jerfey, I muft order him over with 
all his troops, except as many as are neceflary to garrifoa 
the forts and guard the pafles in the Highlands. 

I have ordered away every officer diat could be fpared, — 

fonie to recruit, and fome to colledl the fcattered men of the 

-different regiments, who are difperfed almoft over the conti- 

nent : for, of the vaft numbers fent to the hofpitals at difw 

fcrcnt times, few ever returned after they got well. 

As militia muft be our dependence till we can get the new 
army raifed and properly arranged, I muft entreat you ta 
continue your endeavors with the ftates of Pennfylvania^ 
Maryland, and Virginia, to turn out every man they pofTtbly 
can, and for fome longer time than they generally have fti- 
pulated for. If ihey agree for a month or any limited time^ 
it ftiould conunence from the time they adtually join the ar*^ 
my, and not from the time they leave their liomes : other* 
wife the marching backwards and forwards confumes die 
term of engagement. 

I think rhefe demands of aid ftiould be made as quietly as 
the nature of the cafe \will admit of, efpecially at fliis time 
when we are deceiving our enemies with falfe opinions of 
our nmnbers : for, to boaft of our fuperiority in that refpefl: 

on 
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Sim, Htad^^Bsnan^ Jisrwi^tapB^ Jma. 20l 1777. 

wiih die f nodiT idblrcs J B c lp ftJ is k. If ikit rdifcQiag 
die coadnesKii cvncncy V cznied mioiT ion caBondoii, k 
cunoc U of Mly Tc^^^aHisbiai; B C1V&L 

I liaipc DO oincuiofi to dbc siucc i^iioluko ivlio aic recom* 
flKiidcd for ficU-oficcrs in tnc Nrv-4iiaipihire legun e m : 
Atf ictm iwSkj cnddcd to k, as riinr have niJed cbe icgi- 
meoL I inU feniifli dican wkii conwftoBS from die date 
of thek appoifltmcnt, wb« applkd to for dnt pupofe. 

There k fomcthing paiticiil^r in ibe applkanoa of coloael 
Debois and his officers for the fira of five handred sod thir« 
teen doliars and two-thkds. Tacr were \o haipe been cQamuf^ 
fiooed proTidcd they coo3d raife the loeii ; hut, froai their own 
par-ab:ira^ k appears that foencen oSccrs oidT brooghc 
t^nmtr^fire men into die fidd. As diev ccnainhr did not 
comply with thck agFCcment, I wouid, after dating the niat» 
ler as k really W3S, fubmit it to Caiig7c:& who have the dil^ 
po(al of the public money. 

I have pcnifed the petition of monfienr Fanenil and odier 
French gendemeiu If they could ratfe fuch a regiment as 
they prc^^ofe, it would certainly be nfeful : bnt I have no con- 
ception that there are Canadians enou^ to be found even for 
a regiment of die common number, muchlefs of two thoufand 
hree hundred and forty-feven, whkh is the number pro-- 
tpofed. 1 know, neither colonel Uvingfton nor colonel Ha- 
zen could ever complete their Canadian regiments when dicv 
had the country open to diem. As I would give encourage* 
ment to foreigners of real perk, I would put the diing upon 
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tfats footing:-*- if monfieur Faneuil can procure a faflkr^cf 
number of officers to fill a regiment of the common fizei, * 
and they can give any aflurances of being able to raife die 
men, I would grant them commiffions. 

I would beg leave to remark here, that, except we can 
throw the many foreigners who have commtffions in our 
army into a corps together, they will be entirely ufelefs, as 
diey can neither converfe with officers nor men in any other 
kind of regimesnt. 

I am (o well aflured that you would not recommend do£lor 
Potts to fucceed do<Stor Stringer in the northern department 
except you had fufficient proof of his abilities in the medical 
line, that I readily concur with you in the appointment. 

I have received a piece of information which I am afraid* 
is true,— and that is, that the Britifh cruifers have taken a ~ 
French veffisl with a large parcel of cannon and mortars on 
board. I know fuch a one was expe<£iod, and therefore . 
more readily credit the account. 

I am, {xTf with refpei^ and efteem, &c. G. W» 



Six., H^ad-Quartersy Morri/lowjtj Jan. 22, l^^^• 

MY laft to you was on the twentieth inftant. 
Snce tliat, I have the pleafurc to inform you that general 
Dickinfon, with about four hundred militia, has defeated a 
foraging party of the enemy of an equal number, and has 
taken forty waggons, and upwards of a hundred horfes, mod 
of them of the Englifh draft breed, and a number of fheep 
and cattle which they had coUefted. The enemy retreated 
with fo much precipitation that general Dickinfon had only 
an opportunity of making nine prifoners. They were ob- . 
ferved to carry off a good many dead and woMnded in light 
waggons. —This aftion happened near Somerfet court-houfe 
on MiUftone river. General Dickinfon*s behavior refletSb 
the htgheft honor upon him : for, though his troops were all . 
raw, he led them through the river middle-deep, and gave 

the 
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the enemy fo icvere a charge^ that, although fuppbited by 
three field^picces, they gave wayi and left their convoys. 

I have not heard from general Heath lince d^ firing near 
Kingfbridgelaftfaturday; which I cannot account for,unIefa the ' 
NortI>-river ihould have been rendered impaflable by the ice. 
But the account of his having furprifed and taken Fort-Inde« 
pendence on friday-night laft comes fo well authenticated by 
different ways, that I cannot doubt it. It is faid that he took 
four hundred prifoners in that fort, and that he invefted Fort- 
Wafhington on faturday, which occafioned the firing. This 
is brought out by three of our officers who made their efcape 
ffom New- York on funday, and is confirmed by a fpy who 
went into Amboy, who fays an exprefs had arrived at Am- 
boy from New- York, with an account of die lofs of Fort- 
Ipdependence, and calling for a reinforcement to protedi the 
city ; in confequence of which, a number of troops had 
gjone over. — I have fent in fpies to Brunfwic and Amboy to 
know the truth of this : aud if it appears that they have- 
\veakened themfelves to reinforce New- York, I fball proba- 
bly make fome attempt upon them, if we have men, enough 
left to do it. 

I fhall be glad to know what ftock of fmall-arms you at 
prefent have, and what are your expectations fh'ortly. The 
neceffity that we have been and are now under, of calling ia^ 
ai;id arming the militia, fcatters our armory all over the 
world in a manner : their officers are fo irregular that they 
generally fuffi^r their men to carty home every thing that is 
put into^ their hands, which is forever loft to the public. 
The new-raifed regiments will call for a great number o^ 
arms ; and I do not at prefent fee how they arc to be fup^ 
plied. 

I would again beg leave to recall the attention of Congrefs 

to the appointment of general officers. I will not fuppofe 

the nomination of them is poftponed upon a faving pHnci* 

pie, becaufe the advantage in having proper officers to ex«> 

2 amine 
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amine the pay-rolls of their feveral regiments, and compare 
them with tlie returns of their brigades, — to fee that the re- 
giments are provided with what is proper, and that no more 
than a fufficienqy is aJipwcd, — to keep officers to their duty^ 
and not, wliile the Q^ixitcd officer is encountering all the 
fatigues and hardihi}>6 of a rigorous campaign, fufFer a nun^- 
her of others, under various frivolous pretences and imaginary 
fickneiTes, to enjoy thcmfclvcs at the public expenfe at their 
own firefides: — I fay, if the appointments arc with-held upon 
parfimonious principles, the Congrcfs are miftaken : for I 
am convinced, that, by the correction of many abufes which 
it is impoffible for me to attend to, the public will be benefit- 
ed in a great degree in the article of expenfe. — But this is not 
all. — We have a very litde time to do a very great work iiu 
The arranging, providing for^ and difciplining a hundred andx 
odd batallions is not to be accomplilhed in a day ; nor is it 
to be done at all with any degree of propriety, when we have 
oince entered upon the adlive part of a campaign. Thefe 
duties mud be branched out, or they will be negledled, and 
the public inji/red, Befides, were the brigadiers appointed, 
they might be facihtating the recruiting fervice ; they would 
have time to get a little acquainted with their brigades, the 
wants of them, and eafe me of the great weight and burden 
which I at prefent feel. 

. On whom the choice will or ought to light, I cannot un- 
dertake to fay. In a former letter I took the liberty of fubmit- 
ting to the confideration of Congrefs the propriety of ap- 
pointing, out of each (late, brigadiers to command the troops 
of that ftate, — thinking, as a diftindlion is now fixed, a fpiri^ 
of emulation might arife by this means. At any rate I fliall 
tj^ke the liberty of recommending general Cadwallader as 
one of the firft for the new appointments. I have found hira 
a man of ability, a good difciplinarian, firm in his principles, 
apd of intrepid bravery. I fhall alfo beg leave to recom- 
mend colonel Reed to the command of die horfe, as a perfon, 
in- my opinion, every way qualified : for he is extremely ac- 
tive 
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tive and entcrprifing ; many fignal proofs of which he hai 
given this campaign. For the reft^ the members of Congrefs 
can judge better than I can: I can only fay, that, as the army 
will probably be divided in the courfe of the next campaign^ 
there ought, in my opinion, to be three lieutenant-generals^ 
liine major- generals, and twenty*feven bVigadiers : — in other 
words, there ought, atJeaft, to be a brigadier to every four 
regiments, and a major-general to every three brigades.— 
The lieutenant-generals will, I prefume, be appointed out of 
die oldeft major-generals, and the major-generals from the 
oldeft brigadiers. Nine brigadiers will theh be to no- 
minate. 

I forgot before this to inform Congrefs, that, including the 
regiment of light dragoons from Virginia, and colonel Shel- 
don's to be raifed in Connefticut, I have only commiflioned 
oflSccrs for four regiments. I was willing to try how tbefe 
could be equipped before I put more officers into commiflion. 
It is apprehended we fhall find difficulty in providing ne- 
ceflaries or even horfes for thefe four regiments : if we 
ffiould not, I ihall immediately fet about the refidue. Colo- 
nel Baylor, colonel Moylan (who, as volunteer, has remain- 
ed conftantly with the army fince his difcontinuance in the 
quarter-mafter's department), and colonel Sheldon, com- 
mand the three new regiments of light dragoons. 

The treafury has been for fome time empty, and the army- 
has labored under the greateft inconvenience for want of mo- 
ney. The recruiting fervice is particularly injured by this, as 
many officers are now waiting only for bounty -money. I have 
alfo complaints from the eaftward, of the want of money to 
carry on their recruitingfervice.— If we are not fupplied with 
that neceflary article, all matters mud be at a (land. I muft 
therefore beg, that, if Mr. Palfrey has not been already fup- 
plied with a large fum, it may be done with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, and that you will endeavor to keep up the fupply 
by conftantly fending on fmaller parcels. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



a* 
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Pv S. l.did not fecoll6<a major-gcupral Liixroln fa the pro- 
vincial fervicc of Maflachufctte/ Jrite is an excellent officer^ 
and worthy of your notice in the continenC&l line* 



SlR) Head'Quarterij Mornftwun^ Jan, 16, 1777. 

I WAS laft night honored with joUrs of the eighteenth 
itiftant, inclofing a letter from the litre of New- York to 
Cpongrefs. From the particular fituatibn of their ftate in re- 
gard to their being totally deprived of commerce, they cer^ 
tainly muft ftand in need of the affiftance of the other ftare«i 
to provide them with clothing and every thing neceflary fof 
the equipment of their forces *; and it ever was my intention 
to allow them a full proportion of the clothing purchafed to 
the caftward, whenever it came to hand. Little or none of 
it has yet reached this army, though in the grcateft want, 
and expofed to the fevcritics of a winter campaign. 

The convention have in one inftance already provided for 
thcmfelves out of the public ftock, by flopping and making 
ufe of twenty 'fix' bales of clothing coit)ing on from the eaft- 
'Ward to the army here. As this wa^ done without confult* 
ing me, t took the liberty of defiring them not to do the like 
in future ;— not that I meant to deprive them of iheir iharet 
but becaufe it difappointed me of many articles which I Hood 
in immediate want of, and had not provided from other quar^ 
tors. But you may be affured, that, whenever returns are 
made of the whole (lock of clothing, tliey fliall have their 
proportion, and more than that,— allowance for their pecu«* 
liar fituation. 

I am amazed to liear complaints of the hofpital on the eaft 
fide of Hudfon's-river. Do£lor Morgan, with moft of his 
mates, has been conftantly there fince I left it with the 
main body of the army, ft is in vain however to look back 
upon pafl misfortunes. I will not pretend to point out the 
caufes; but I know matters have been ilrangely conduced in 
the medical line. I hppe ygur new appointment, when it Is 
made, will make ±e n^ceffary reform in the hofpital, and 

Vol. 11. C x\v^x 
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that I fhall not, the next campaign, have my ears, and eyes 
too, fhocked with the complaints and looks of poor creatures 
perifhing for want of proper care eidier in the regimental or 
hofpital furgeons. 

I agree with the convention, in the expediency of obftni6l- 
ing the paflage of the North-river in fome place between Hie 
mouth and the Highlands. We have found that our labor and 
cxpenfc has been thrown away in endeavoring to do it below, 
where the channel is amazingly wide and deep ; but, from the 
0ight view I have had of the river above, I think the paflage 
may be eaiily obftrufted, and defended by proper fortrfica^ 
tlons, as the river is fo narrow that no Yeflel going up could 
pofEbly cfcape the fire. I am no judge of what can be done 
towards fitting out the frigates at Poughkcepfie : — that muft 
be left to the gentlemen of the marine committee. 

The hint given by the convention of New-York, of the 
neceffity and utility of a commiflary of forage, had ftruck me 
befoie, and had been mentioned by general Mifflin, whofe de- 
partment of (juaxter-maficr-general muft be cafed of part of 
the load which is at prcfcnt thrown upon it. He i^ obhged in 
many inftanccs to a£l entirely out of his proper line ; and, 
inftead of being confined to the duty of quartcr-mafter-gene- 
ral, is alfo waggon-mafler, and forage-mafter-geaeral.— I 
have wrote to two pciibns that I think qualified to fill the 
gffite of >vaggon-mafter ; and I hope one of them will ac- 
cc])t. — 'J'hut of commiflary of forage fliall be attended lo. 

I'he want ot accurate maps of the country wliich has hi- 
dicrto been the fccne of war has been of great difadvantage 
to me. I have in vain endeavored to procure them, and 
have been obliged to make Ihift with fuch iketclics as I could 
truce out from my own obfervation and tliat of gendemen 
around mc." I rtxiUy think, if gendemen of kno\yn charac- 
ter and probity could be employed in making maps (from 
aciulil furvey) of theroads, — die rivers, and bridges and fords, 
over tbcni,— die mountains, and paflcs through them, — Ic 
would be of thc.grcatcll: advantage. 

I had, previous to tlie receipt of your letter, wrote to general 

Howe, 
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Howe, and propofed the fixing an agent for prifontfrs a^ 
New-York. I have not received an anfwer : but if he ac- 
cedes to the propofal, I fliall appoint Mr. Lewis Pintard. 

I am forry that I am obliged to contradidJ: the report of 
the taking of Fort-Independence as mentioned in my laft. I 
believe the evacuation of fome detached redoubts gave rife 
to the report. — I have not heard from general Heath fined 
the fourteenth inftant, which I am amazed at. I am (][uite 
in the dark as to his numbers, and what progrefs he has 
made. 

On the twenty-third, a party of four hundred of our 
men, under colonel * * *, fell in with two regimeiits of the 
enemy, convoying a number of waggons from Brunfwic to 
Amboy. Our advanced party under colonel Parker engaged 
them with great bravery upwards of twenty minutes, during 
which time the colonel-commandant was killed, and the fe- 
cond in command mortally wounded. The people living 
near the field of a£lion fay their killed and wounded were 
confiderable. We loft only two men, who were made pri- 
foners. Had colonel * * * come up with the main body, 
colonel Parker and the other oflScers think we fhould have 
put them to the rout, as tJieir confufion was very great, 
and their ground difadvantagcous. I have ordered * * * 
under arreft, and (ball bring him to trial to anfwer for fo ex* 
traordinary a piece of conducS^. 

Reinforcements come up fo extremely (low, that I am 
afraid I fliall be left without any men before they arrive. TTie 
enenay muft be ignorant of our numbers, or they have not 
horfes to move their artillery, or they would noi fuffer us to 
remain undifturbed. I have repeatedly wrote to all the re- 
cruiting oflScers, to forward on their men as faft as they coul4 
^rm and clothe them : but they are fo extremely averfe tb 
turning out of comfortable quarters, that I cannot get a man 
to come near me, though I hear from all parts that the re- 
cruiting fervice goes on with great fuccefs. It Would be well 
if the board of war, in whofe department it is, would ilfue 

C 2 ordcis 
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orders for all officers to equip and forward their- recrijil;? ,ta 
head*i|uarters with the greateft expedition. 

"By a rcfolvc of Congrefs paffed fon>e time ago, gejioi'al 
Schuyler is diredled to app>y to mc for ninety-four tons of 
]j>owder,-r-a quantity which it is ini^offibk I fhould have by: 
me, and for which I do not know where to direifl hinx to ap- 
ply. I could wifti that returns were made to me of the 
quantity of powder on hand, and wher^ it is to be found, 
that I may not be at a lofs at any time of emergency. 

Since the relignaticn of colonel Reed, the important office 
of adjutant-general has been left unfilled (I mean as to a 
principal), and I am much at a lofs how or where to find a 
perfQn in ever)^ way capable and proper to execute the office. 
J^Iy incliiifations lead me to confer the appointment upon a 
major Morris : but ample teftimonials Tliould be produced, 
and full proof of fidelity ought to be made, before an office 
of fo higji truft (hould be conferred upon a pcrfon in a man* 
Her a ftranger to me. I only know major Morris fi:om ^ 
fhort perfonal acquaintarrce, and fron^ report: heiicycrcven 
brought a letter of recommendation tome. From hk CQnver- 
fation and from tbie accounts I have received froiii others, 
fie is a man of coiilldcrable military abilities ; and, from 
his behavior in two.Iuflances, he is a man of bravery and 
coudad. Hii> rtory is limply thiSj-^-that he left the Britiih 
fervice in difguft upon not receiving a promotion to which 
he was juftly entitled. Perhaps fome gentlemen of Congrefs 
Aiay know more about him, or may be able to make fuqh in- 
quiries a3 might fatisfy them as to the fafety and propriety of 
i^ypointirtg him. I have no other motive for wiihing him a 
preference than that I thiiiH him the propereft perfon that haa 
^ome iinder my notice, provided all matters before mention- 
ed were cleared iip. — I ill all wait the refult of a determina- 
tion of Congrefs before I proceed further in thi? appoint- 
incnt : and I wilh to be favored with their advice as fpeedily 
;^5J poffible; for the rcmaiiis of the old army is much difar* 
ta:?,gcd tor waiU of a good adjutant-general, and tJie forma- 

tioa 



^'on of the new in a gtfrat medfufe (fepcnds uponan able of- 
ficer in that line. -^ I hav£ the honor to be^ &<:• ' G. W^ 



Sm, Head'f^art^ri^ Mcrriftmvn^ Jan. 31, 1777. 

1 Have ttone of yoar favors un-aufwercd at prefent-— 
There is fuch a demand'npon me from all quarters fof moriey, 
which I am unahk to anfwdry that I cannot help again 
preffing you to fend on a fupply. The itcruit?ng fervice is al- 
moft at afto^ here for want of money ; and governor Trumbull 
writes me woid thafit is totally fo ,in Connecticut. Hfc add« 
diat their loan^officers cannot proceed in their hufinefs for 
want of proper dieck-books and notes; but that, if they 
were fiimiflied wkji them, they could foon take in a fuffi- 
cient quantity to anfwer their purpofes. 

I (hall be glad to be informed whether I have a right to 
draw warrants upon the loan-officers in the different ftates. 
•—The ftate of Gonrie6licot advanced colonel Sheldon, at my 
requcft,. ten thonfand pounds lawful, to raife his regiment of 
horfe. ' For theit reiraburfement they defired me to give them 
a draught upon the Iban-^offi^ce : but, not knowing whether 
I had a right to draw upon> that fund> I deferred it till I heard 
from y6u. . 

I muft beg you to write to the aflbmblies of the different 
ftates^ and infift npon.' their paflingti law to inflift a fevere 
and;heayy^penatty upon thofe who harbdr defcrters, know- 
ing tliem.tabeiuch. Our army is (haniefuUy reduced by 
defertion; and, except the people in the country can be 
forced to give information when deferters return to their old 
ndghborhopdsy- we ihall be obliged to detach one half of 
the army to bring back the other, 

I have a letter from gfeneral Heath, of the twenty-foufth 
inftant. He was at and near Kinglbridge with,his army. I 
do not find that he' is likely to do more than to draw the at- 
tention of the enemy that way, and to cut them olFfrom fo* 
rage, of which they are in great wanti-^-Tbe troops had not . 
C J returns 
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returned from Rhode-Ifland, by the laft aceottnts^ but were 
, daily exped^ed.— I have tlie honor to be, &c. G. W. 



• Sir, Head-Qjuarten^ MorriJIowrty Feb. 5, 1777. 

I AM honored with yours of the twentjr-fouith of 
January, with fundry refolves of Congrcfe, and a petition of 
monfieur PelHficr's inclofed. I am not die proper [per/on] to re* 
fcr the petition to, as I am nojudgeof his merit as an engineer, 
having never had anopportimity of feeing any of his perform- 
ances At any rate I do not fee the neceflSty of appointing him 
or any other perfon principal engineer at Ticonderoga : fo^ 
that would exclude any other, though of fuperior abilities, 
from being ient there. Befides, as a corps of engineers will 
in all probability be foon eftablifhed, monfieur Pellifier's 
rank can then be fettled with more propriety. 

I forgot to mention in any of my former letters that I had 
appointed captain Nathaniel Gueft of Virginia to die com- 
mand of a regiment to be raifed upon the fronders of Virgi-. 
nia and Carolina ; and I hav6 diredied him, if poffible, to 
bring a company or two of Cherokee Indians. If they can 
be procured, they will aiifwertwo vs^luable purpofes,— on^, 
as excellent fcouts,— - the other that they will be in fad hof-* 
tages, and will fecure the good behavior of their nadon. 

Major Bland, commandant of the Virginia horfe, has de^ 
fired to know whether there is not a ncccflity of givit^ a 
bounty and rc-enlifting his regiment as continental, troops^ 
They wereenlifted to ferve in the colony ; and the men were 
wiih fome difficulty prevailed upon to march hither : but the 
major thinks they would bp entirely reconciled upon receiv- 
ing the bounty. 

I received a letter fiom Mr. Chafe, defiring I would ap- 
point proper perfons to make inquiry into and take dcpcfi- 
tions concerning the behavior of the Britifh and foreign 
trocps in Jerfey. This would be an endlefs tafk, as their 
line of march is marked^ with devafiation, and is a thing of 
f«tch public notoriety that it demands no further proof. 

1 rcmon- 
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I remonftrated with' general Howe upon the treatment of 
our wounded at Prinqcton. You will fee by the inclofcd 
letter from him, that he difavows and detefts the proceed- 
ing : but I fear that too much encouragement is given to 
fuch barbarous behavior by the Britifti officers ; for, in a 
late flurmifli in which fir William Er(kine commanded^ 
lieutenant Kelly of the fifth Virginia regiment was flightly 
wounded in the thigh ; but, before he could get off the field, 
he^was overtaken and murdered in a moft cruel manner. 
General Stephen informed me that he would write to fir 
William, and inform him, that, unlels fuch practices were 
put aftop to, our foldiers would notb9 reftraincd from making 
retaliation. 

By a letter from general Heath, of the thirtieth of laft 
month, I find that he had decamped from the neighbor- 
hood of Kingfbridge, and removed back towards the White- 
Plains. His reafons for doing fo were that the troops cou^ 
not ftand the inclemency of the weather, and that hd 
feared ^:he troops cxpeded from Rhode-Ifland would land 
upon his back. I have however direfted him to le^ave a body 
©flight troop* under an aftive officer, in or<ler to harrafs 
thair foraging parties, and to cover our own who are to re- 
moye as much of the forage from Weft -Chefter county as 
they can ; and, after leaving as many men as will fecure the 
palTes in the Highlands, the remainder are to be fent over 
here to join me ; for I am apprehenfive that the enemy are 
reinforcing themfelves at Brunfwic. 

I fliall tQ-morrow fend out parties from every quarter, to 
remove all the waggons, horfes, cattle and fhecp, or as ma- 
ny as poffible, fi^m the neighborhood of the enemy's Iine«. 
They are to attend particularly to the horfes : for if we can 
reduce thofe that they at prefent have, and can hinder them 
from getting frefh ones frbmrthe adjacent <;romitry, it will be 
impoffible for thcnx to move their artillery and waggons for- 
ward,- ffiould they incline to makfe another pufh towards 
Kiiljidelphia. . t / - • 

C4 *I obfervc 
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I obfcrve by your laft rcfolves that the militia of Baltimore, 
Harford, and Cecil counties in Mary land) are ordered out 
and to march this way, . Let me entreat you to fuflfer none 
CO go forward fo Philadelphia but what are equipped with 
arms, accoutrements and blankets: they hurt the fervicc 
much by taking thofc things only for a ihort time from the 
continental troops, many of whom would otherwife be ena- 
bled to take the field* 

Thefecrctary of the board of war has tranfmitted me ex« 
trafts of general Schuyler's letters in which he c^Us pref. 
fingly for fome general officers to be fent to his ai&ftance. 
This will {hew you the neceffity q{ immediately making "the 
promotions recommended in mine of the twenty-fecond of 
January ; .for it prefent I can^^ot fpare a general officer from 
this quarter without injuring the fervice. 

Nothing of confequence has happened fmce I wrote to 
you laft, except a ikirmiih on the firft of this month, ^ve 
or fix miles from Brunfwic-^landing, between our advanced 
parties (about feven hundred in the whole) and upwards of 
twothoufand of the enemy, under fir William Erfkinc. The 
heat of the engagement was [bcrm by] colonel Scott of the 
fifth Virginia regiment, who, with about a hundred men, 
beat back two hundred of the Britifh grenadiers. Several 
other officers behaved with great fpirit ; but tlicre is fome 
reafon to fufpedl that colonel * * *, who commanded our 
main body,, did not behave altogether as he ought, I have 
ordered a court upon him, that the matter may be fairly 
canvafied, and that he may ftand cotidemncd or acquitted by 
|he evidence of thofe. who were prefent. 

Colonel * * *, who was under aixeft upon a charge of 
cowardice, brokehis.paroleand y(ent over to Bucks^ouiv- 
ty, I fuppofe with an intent to make his efcape: but I difp> 
patched a troop of light-horfe . ^r him, who brought hi ii| 
back yei^erday .} and he is to ts^ hif trj^l.oa friday. 
, The fmall-pox has mad^ ^Mcfir h^d in every quarter, that 
I find it impoffible to keep it from fpreading^thix>ugh.th^ 

whole 
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whole army in the natural way. I have therefore determiuedt 
not only to inoculate all the troops now here that have ndt 
had it, but fliall order doftor Shippen to inoculate the jrc- 
cruits as faft as they come in to Philadelphia. They will 
lofe no time, becaufe they will go through the difordcr while 
theif clothing, aitjis and accoutrements arc getting ready. 

From tlie iirft inftitution of civil government, it has bcea 
the national policy of every precedent ftate to endeavor to 
engage its members to the difcharge of their public duty by 
the obligation of fome oath ^ its force and happy influence 
has been felt in too many inftances, to need any arguments 
^to fupport the policy or prove its utility. I have often thought 
the ftates have been too negligent in this particular, and am 
inore fully convinced of it from the efFcft genemi Howe's 
excuriion has produced in New-Jerfqy. — An oath is the 
only fubftitute that can be adopted, to fupply the dcfc£l of 
principle.--*By our inattention in this article, we lofe a con- 
iiderable cement to our own force, and give the enemy an 
opportunity to make the firft tender of the oath of allegiance 
to the king. Its baneful influence is but too fev^rely felt at 
this time. Yhe people generally confefs they were compelled 
to tak^ protection, and fuhicribe the Declaration : yet it fur- 
nishes many with arguments to refufe taking any aflivc part: 
and further they allege themfelves bound to a neutrality at 
leaft. Many confcientious people who were well- wi fliers to 
the caufe, had they been bound to the dates by an oath» 
would have fufFered any punifliment rather than have taken 
the oath of allegiance to the king ; and are now lofl: to ouv 
intereft for want of this neceflary tie. — Notv/ithftanding the 
obligation of the JJJociationy they do not conceive it to have 
the fame efFe£l as an oath,^-The more united the inhabitants 
appear, the greater diSicuUy general Howe will have in re- 
conciling them to regal government, and coniccjuently the 
lefs hope of conquering them, — For thefe reafons and many 
more that might be urged, I fhould firongly recommend 
every ftatl! to fix upon fome oath or affirmation of allegiance 

% tQ 
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to be tendered to all the inhabitants without exception, and 
to outlaw tliofe that refufe it. 

1 have the honor to be, Sec. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ MorriJlrMfi^ Feb. II, 1777- 

I was yeflerday waited upon by two French gentle- 
men, monfieur Romand de Lifle, and Robillard. The firil: 
produced a commiffiou figncd by you in November laft, ap- 
pointing him a major of artillery : but, by the inclofcd letter 
from him to me, he claims much higher rank under the 
promifc of Congrefs, — that of commandant of the continen- 
tal artillery.— Whether any fuch promife was made, I leave 
you to determine. 

Robillard claims a captaincy of artillery : but, upon what 
he grounds his prctenfions, I do not know. I never faw 
him but once before ; and that was upon his way from Bof- 
ton to Philadelphia. 

You cannot conceive what a weight thefe kind of people 
arc upon the fervicc, and upon iue in particular. Few of 
them have any knowledge of the branches which they pro- 
fefs to underfland ; and thofe that have are entirely ufelcfs 
as officers, from tlieir ignorance of the Englifh language. 
— I wifii it were pofTiblc to make them underfland, when 
commifTions are granted to them, that they are to make 
themfelvcs mafters of the Englifh language m fome degree 
before they can be attached to any particular corps. 

I am, fir, witli the grcateft rcfpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Hgad'Quartersy Morrifiown^ Feb. 14, 1777. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the 
fifth initant, no event of an important and intcrefling nature 
has occurred, unlcfs the fuccefles of our parties in foraging 
and bringing off fcvcral horfcs, waggons, andfon^p fat cat- 
tle 
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tic and iKeep, which were contiguous to and around the 
enemy's lines, are confidered as fuch. I then mentioned 
that I had fuch a fcheme in contemplation, which was hap- 
pily accompliihed the next day without any lofs. The ene- 
my in turn have made frequent eflForts in that way, but with 
little fucccfs. Whenever they made the attempt, it never 
failed to produce a Ikirraifh. They have been common 
of late, but with little damage to either fide* 

We have certain intelligence that they have drawn the* 
greatcft part of their troops from Rhode-Ifland, and are told 
that part of them have landed on Staten-Ifland and at Am- 
boy, with a view of augmenting their force at Brunfwic. 

Colonel * * *, agreeable to the information containetl in 
my laft, has been tned by a court-martial, and cafliiered. 
The proceedings and fentence I direidied to be tranfmitted to 
the fecrctary of the war-office, and to the printers of thif 
ftate and Virginia, to be publiflied. 

General Lincoln is juft arrived with a regiment of MajQTa- . 
chufetts militia, about two hundred and fifty. This, he fays, 
is fucceeded by three more, which will make in the whole 
near eighteen hundred: but in this I think he mud be mif- 
taken, unlefs thofe on the march are much fuller and larger 
than what they ufually are. The whole are of the troops 
diat were with general Heath. 

General Knox, by a letter of the firft inftant, informs me, 
that, on mature inquiiy and examination, he finds Spring- 
field to be more convenient and much better calculated for 
an elaboratory and cannon-foundery, than any other part of 
the New-England ftatcs. He adds that a quantity of copi)cr, 
tin, and other ufeful materials, can be had there ; and that 
the neceflary wprks and preparations, from thefc and bther 
advantages, can bo accompliihed at lenft three or four months 
fooner there than any where, elfe. In confequence of his 
opinion, which I cfteem of weight, particularly in this in-r 
ftance, — and knowing the importance of, and how eflential 
thpfe eftablilhmcnts are,— I have ventured tp order the wprk« 

to 
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to be begun there, without regard to what had been done at 
Brookfield, which was of but little confcquence. The for- 
mer, befides the m&ny advantages mentioned by general Knox 
ftands on Connedlicut-river, and has a good navigation : yet 
is entirely fecure againft any attempts of the enemy» being 
twenty miles above Hartford, where t'nc river is narrow* 
and too fhoal to admit vcJQTels that can give the leaft annoy- 
ance. — As nothing but the good of the fervicc could have 
led to this meafure, I truft it will be aj)proved. 

I have wrote to the aflembly of Maffachufctts ftate and the 
convention of New-Hampfliire, requefting their good of- 
fices and exertions to promote the raifing of their regiments 
as expeditioufly as poffible, and to forward the whole of the 
quotas firft exa(5led from them, to llcondcroga. Their 
contiguity to that poll more than to any otJicr, — the import- 
ance of it, and general Schuyler's apprehcnlions that the 
enemy may attempt to pafs the lake (if not on the ice) as 
foon as it is open, — added to the great trouble, cxpenfe, and 
lofs of time it will fave in marching them elfewherc, and 
others there who arc much more diftant and remote, — induced 
me to determine fo. I find the council of the former, on ge- 
neral Schuyler's earned application, before my letter reached 
them, had determined to fend four regiments as foon as they 
could be completed. I only wifh the whole may be maae 
up in a (hort time, and that their arrival may be early e« 
nough to prevent thofe inconveniences and fatal confequences 
which the want of a fufficient force in that quarter would 
fubjcft U3 to, were the enemy to pafs the lakes at this 
lime. 

Mr, James Meafe is now here in confequence of being ap* 
pointed clothicr-gencral. He is adjuftiMg a plan for anfwer- 
)ng the end of his appointment, and making an eftimatc, to 
be laid before Congicfs or their fccret committee, of fucU 
iclothes as may be neccflary to import for the army. 

It is with much concern that the fituation of our affairs 
obliges UK to iTifciitiott fo frequently the want of money, ef- 

pccially 
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pedally when I am pcrfuaded every means arc nfed to fur- 
ftifh it. Our diftrcfs on this account is great indeed ; and 
the injury the fcrvicc receives, ahnoft inconceivable :— not a 
day, an hour, or fcarcely a minute paffes, without coniplaints 
and applications on this head. The recruiting the regiments 
is moft niaterially retarde<l by it. 

7>« o*cloch P* M^iuii now a flag returned, that werit 
to Brunfwic to-day, who brought the inclofed letters from 
general Lee, which I do myfelf the honor to tranfmit y6u^ 
with a copy of one to myfelf. 

I have the honor to be, &c« G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ MorriJiowHy Feb. 14, 1777-. 

I DO myfelf the honor to inclofe you a plan drawn 
up by do6lor Shippen in concert with do£kor Cochran, for 
die arrangement and future regulation of the general hofpi* 
tal. As this plan is very extenfive, the appointments niime* 
fous, and the falaries affixed to them at prefent, large, I did 
not think myfelf at liberty to adopt any part of it before I 
laid it before Congrefs for their approbation. I will juft re- 
oiark, that, though the ex'penfe attending an hofpital upon 
the inclofed plan will be very great, it will in the end not 
Qnly be a faving to the public, but the only poflible method 
of keeping an army a -foot. 

We are now, at an enormous bounty, and with no imall 
difficulty, recruiting an army of upwards of a hundred ba- 
tallions* The enfuing campaign may, from the fame caufes, 
prove as fickly as the laft : and iftlie hofpitals are in no better 
eonditjon for the reception of tlic fick, our regiments will be 
reduced to companies by the end of the campaign ; and thofe 
poor wretches who efcape with life will be either fcattered 
Up and down the country, and not to be found, or, if 'foundy 
totally enervated and unfit for further duty. By thefe means 
not only the bounty is loft, but tlw man is loft alfo: and I 
leave you to judge whether we hav« men enough to allow of 

fuch 
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fucl^ a confumption of lives and conftitutions as have been loft 
tiie J:ift campaign. For my own part I am certain, that, if 
tlie army which I hope we (hall have in the field this year is 
fuffered to moulder away by fickncfs as it did the laft, we 
inuft look for reinforcements to fome other places than our 
own ftatcs. 

The number of o£Scers mentioned in the inclofed plan I 
prefume are neceflary for us, becaufe they are found fo in 
the Britiih hofpitals : and, as they are eftablifhed upon thefur« 
eft bafis, — that of long experience under the ableft phyficians 
and furgcons, — we fhould not heiitare a moment in adopting 
their regulations, when they fo plainly tend to corredl and 
improve our former want of method and knowledge in this 
important department. 

The pay affixed to the different appointments is, as I 
faid before, great, and perhaps more than you may think 
adequate to the fervice. In determining upon the fum that 
is to be allowed to each, you ought to conllder that it (hould 
b^ liich as will induce gentlemen of chara<5er and Ikill is 
Aeir profeffion to ftep forth, and in -fome manner adequate 
to the practice which they have at home : for, unlefs fuch 
gentlemen are induced to undertake the care and manage* 
nicntof our hofpitals, we had better truft to the force of na- 
ture and conftitution, tlian fuffer perfons entirely ignorant 
of medicine to dcftroy us by ill-(Iire£led applications. 

I hear from every quarter that the dread of undergoing tiie 
farqc miferies for want of proper care and attention when- 
fick bajr much retarded the new enliftments, particularly to 
the fouthward, I'his is another rcafon for eftablifliing our 
hofpitals upon a large and generous plan : for we ought to 
make the fervice as agreeable and entidng as poflible to the 
foldicry, many of whom (efpecially whtn we call forth the 
militia) not pnly quit the con^forts but the luxuries of life. 

A fev/ di^ys ago do^or * * *• fent mc the inclofed ma- 
.nufcripr, which is a vindication of his conduft, upon which 
he d^lices a co/ort of inquiry may be held. I tranfmit it to 

you 
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I 
you by his dircSion. As I do not know what particular 

charges wcrc alleged againft him, I can fay nothing to it or 

about it. You will find a plan of his alfo inclofcd, for the 

better regulation of the hofpital : but I think all his hints ar« 

included in dodior Shippen's plan. 

As no tinje is to be loft in appointing the neceflary officers, 
fixing upon the proper places for hofpitals, and many other 
preparations, I could wifh that Congrefs would take thi» 
matter under their immediate confideration, and favor me 
with their fentiments thereon as foon as pof&ble. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrijlown^ Feb. 20, 1777. 

THE principal defign of this is to inform you that 
wc hiEive ftrong reafons to believe that the enemy are on the 
point of making fome pufh. What their objeft is, — ^v/hcther 
to beat up our quarters and to extend their own, to make a 
large forage and collc£lion of provender of which they are 
in great want, or to turn their views towards the Dela- 
ware, — ^is a matter of imcertainty : but it feems probable that 
one of tliefe things they have in contemplation. Such of their 
troops as have returned from Rhode-Ifland have landed at 
Amboy, and, with theip, feveral pieces of heavy aitillcry. 
General Howe is come over too^ and, it is faid, lord •Percy. 
Their nuipber at Brunfwic and the landing-place, before tiie 
arrival of this laft reinforcement, was eftimated from fevcn t<3t 
eight thoufand. 

I have ordered the utmoft vigilance and attention to be obr 
ferved at our feveral ports, to guard againft furprifes* and 
every preparation to be made that the weak and feeble ftate 
of our little army will admit of. At thi« time we are only 
about four thoufand ftrong, — a force, you will fuppofe, un- 
equal to a fuccefsful opposition, if they were not militia, and 
far too fmall for the exigencies of our affairs. It is impoffl^ 
Ue to obtain eXadt returns, though they aie daily called 

8 ' for. 
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for,-— owing^ to the frequent and almoft conftant departure of 
tome of the cor|)S^ 

Colonel Nielfon of Brunfwic, with a detachment of militia, 
on the nioming of the eighteenth, furprifed major Stockdon, 
whom he took with fifty-nine privates of general Skinner** 
torps, killing four, and bringing away the arms of the whole, 
■with fome blankets. This about balances the lofs of a 
i..n»tia guard which a party of Britifti troops took laft week 
in Monmouth, near the Hook. 

I wifh to be informed how the regiments that are raifing 
are to be armed, and of the provifion that has been made for 
the fame. I have reafon to fear, indeed I am convinced, that 
there is a great deficiency in many, if not in the whole of the 
ftates, in this article : every letter that I receive from them 
mentions their want, and calls for fupplies. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Jffead-Quartersj Morrljlowni Feb. 20, I777» 

MONSIEUR Faneuil, who fome time ago laid a plan 
before you for raifmg and officering a corps of French- 
man, waited upon me yeflerday. His fuccefs, as I expedlcd, 
has been fmall in cuHfting or rather engaging Canadians. 1 
cannot find that he has met with more than thirty or forty 
who would be willing to fcrve with him. He is now upoi> 
another fcheme,-»-rhat of raifing, arming, and clothing a 
number of men in the French iilands. — To grant a commif-* 
fion of that kind is without the extent of my powers, and t 
have therefore defired him to go forward, and lay his propo* 
i*als before Congrefs. If they appear feafible, they may be 
adopted : but I would beg leave to obferve that one precau* 
tion will be necefTary, that is, that the commiflions of mon* 
Ceur Faneuil and his officers fhould depend upon the per- 
formance of tlieir agreement for raifing any certain number 
of men. 

I liave ofreu mentioned to you the diftrefs I am every now 

and 
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and tfiefa. laid under by the application of French officers for 
cemiiufEiQns in our fervice. This evil, if I may call it fo, is 
a growiflg one * for, from what I leam» they are coming in 
fwarms from old France and the iflands. There will there- 
fore be!a neceflity of providing for them or difcountenancing 
them. To do the firft is difficult ; and the lafl:^ difagreeable, 
and perhaps impolitic if they are men of merit :— and it is 
impbffiUe to diftinguifti thefe from mere adventurers, of 
whom, I am convinced, there are the greateft number. They 
feldom bring more than a commiffion and pafTport, which, we 
know, maly belong to a bad as well as a good officer. 

Thieir ignorance of our language, and their inability to re* 
cruit men, are unfurmountable obftacles to their being in- 
cited iota our continental batallions : for our officers, who 
hf^yj^ raijEed their men, and have.ferved through the war upon 
pajT that has hitherto not borne their expenfes, would be dif- 
gufted if foreigners were put over their heads : — and I affure 
you, few. or none of thefe gentlemen look lower than field- 
Q$cer«' qomnaiffions. To give them all brevets, by which 
they have Tank and draw pay without doing any fervice, is 
jaddiiog the continent with a vaft expenfe : and to form them 
into corps, wo.i^d be only eftablifhiug corps of officers ; for, 
as I £ud beforeij they cannot poffibly raife any men. 

Sotee general mode of difpofmg of them muft be adopted ;. 
fsr it is- ungenerous to keep them in fufpenfe, and at great 
cjharge tq then^felves : but I am at a lofs how to point out 
tliis niode^— 'Suppofe tliey were told in general, that no man 
QQtld4.. obtaii^ a coAamiffion, except he could raife a num«* 
hcr//of: ijien in |)roportion to his rank. This would erfedlu- 
aliy flop the mouths of common appliers, and would leave 
us at liberty to make provifion for gentlemen of undoubted 
military charaiSler and merit, who would be very ufeful to us 
as.'f^ba as they acquired our language. 

If you approve of this, or can think of any better method, 
be pleaied to inform me as foon as ycu poffibly can : for, if 

Vet. IL D I bad 
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I liad a decifive anfwer to give diem, it would not cvliyUf^r 
nie much trouble but much time, which I am now obBgied t0» 
bciftow in hearing their different pretenfions ta merits and^ 
their expeAations thereupon;^ 

; I ittclofc you the papers which monfieur FaneuU origioil* 
ly laid before the council of Maflachufetts : they may be ci 
ufe if you enter into, a negotiation witk hlou 
I have the honor to be^ &c. G* W« 



Sir, . Uead'Qmartersp Manlfioxvn^ FeU.aj^ ifjf*^ 

CX>NGRESS having rcfolved tliat fcveral reglmeiit^ 
^cavalry fhould be raifed to form a part of therr army, I' 
beg leave» dwotigh you, to lay before them the inclofed lift o£. 
officers which appear neceflkry to be appointed to each cbfp^ 
and whicli they will be pleafed to eftabliih*. At the fanoe 
tkne I ftiould fuppofe it highly expedient to fix their pay andl: 
t^at-cf the pruratee^ There i« now one regiment in fervice^ 
andi three more recruiting r thie makes it indifpenfably neceC*' 
faiiy that it (hould be done. Ap^ications are conftantly 
makings to knaw what the pay k, and obje£Uons raiied 
againfi the- fervice for want of due informati<m*. 

I have tranfinitted'a lid of fuch pay as feemed to be tboii^ift* 
reafonable for part of the ofHqers to receive wfaea cctonel 
Sheldon's regiment was dirfcfted to be levied, and a copy of 
the memorandum made at that time.. This, colonel Sheldoa' 
conceived, would not be more than adeq.uate to their fervices^r 
trouble,' and expenfe, and which if> fome degret was founded 
on the opituon& of other gentlemen* of whom inquiry waa^ 
made u}>on the fubjed^ I did- not fix it in the inftance^^ 
where it is fet down with certainty, as the memoiandun^ 
will fhew, A criterion, By which I was alfo governed upoA 
that occafion, was the refolve appointing Mr.. Sheklon lieu^ 
teuant-colonel*commandant with the rank and pay of colonel. 
From thence I attenipicd to proporuon that of fome other of«> 

.. J&Cfrs, 
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fitfersi-^-^pbn Ac whole I think it fhotlM be fetrfcd without' 
fiirthier loft of titne^ and wiih the catKcit attention of Con- 
girefs to be had to ft. 

* Our ddicattf and truly critical fituation, for want of a fuf- 
ficieat forte to bpipoftt tlie enemy who are now r^ady, and/ 
bfefort mamydayS dapfe, will take theiicldi induced me to 
CKlJcfl thlat the ttoops raifing in the fouthefn ftates, and fn*' 
tended for this army, Would march in compfanteft or half com* 
ptmcs zi they wcte made up, without waiting for their regi- 
ihcdts to be compfetc; Policy ftrongly fuggefted the proprie- 
ty of the meafure, and I requeftcd it : but^ to my great anxiety 
iftid furpt-He, I am told that this line of condudl is totally neg- 
teded, though a great numbet of recruits aieaihrally engaged/ 
I «mft entreat Congrefs t6 interpofe again with their moft 
ptttEtrig appticatiotls and commands that this expedient tnay' 
be adopted without a moment's delay. No injury can re** 
fiillt frcJtir k, becaufe a fufficient number of proper officers 
cte and ibuft bet left, to recruit the corps to their full com-' 
pfement* 

Nor Will my fears refpefting the (late of our arms allow 
tfie to be filcnt on that head. Let the ftates be urged to feitd 
their men equipped with them and every other neccffary, if* 
pdffible. 1 know not what fupplies may be in ftore clfe-* 
where, or in the power of Congrefs : but they muft not de** 
pted tipon their being ftitnrftied here with any, or but with 
vtery few :— no humJjn prudence or precaution could fccure 
but a fmall part of thofe belonging to the public, and in 
thfc hands^ of the foldiery, from being embezzled and carried 
off when their time oif fervice expired ; nor can the fame 

atofes be reftralned in the militia. 

' I have the lionor to be, &c. G. W. 



vSlH, Mead'^uartersj Morrifiown, Feb. 28, I777. 

NO military operation of any confequence has oc-* 
curred fince I had the honor of writing to you laft, except 

Da iJa.-^x. 
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that on fimday I received infornvatlon that the tnemy. yf.cee^ 
advancing in ^a. manner and in numbers jTo much greater tj^^\ 
ufual, that it looked like a prelude to an attack upon our. 
poft3> which were i immediately put in the beft preparation to 
receive them- Jt turned out to be only a ftronger foragiifig 
jmrty than ufuaL They were however oppofcd in fo fpirit- 
eda manner by our advanced parties^ that they were checked, 
and retired in the afternoon towards Amboy,' from whence 
they caqje. Their lofs in the courfe of the day^ from, the 
bed accounts I can get, amounts to about one hundred in 
killed, wounded, prifoners, and defcrters. Some people .wl;i0; 
■were near the fcene of aclion, and who have picked up acr^ 
counts from thofe who have lince been in Amboy, are. fan- • 
guine enough to fuppofe that tliey loft five hundred altoge- 
ther : but of this I have ng conception. — Our lofs was ooly^ 
two killed and ten wounded. / - ^ ; 

I was in hopes, tliat, by the time the militia who are .now. 
in fervice would be difcharged, we fhould liave a confidei.- ^ 
able number of the new levies in the field : but, though I have, 
reports from all quarters of the great fuccefs of recruiting, I 
cpnnqt get a man of them into fervice. General Johnfon's. 
militia all go the fifth of March (many are gone already), • 
and general .Lincohi's on the fifteenth. Thefe ty/o ]p!odies, 
fgrm fo confiderable a part of gur ,fprce, that,, unlefs .they are . 
replaced, I ihall be left in a manner deftitute : for I have no . 
great hopes of feeing an equal number of cpntinental troops^, 
by tijat time, 

. I have wrote to Pennfylvania, to endeavor to get .a rein-^ 
fprcement of mi^litia from thence ; and I am told the militia 
from the counties of Baltimore, Hartford, and Cecil* in Ma- 
ryland, are on their march : but as I have it not fronc^ any aji- 
tliority, I know not when to expedl them, or in what num- 
bers. They are about paffing a 'militia-law in this ftate, 
which may perhaps have fome etFeflt : but at prefent ti^y 
are under no regulation at all. 

r have in my laie letters recommended fcveral things to 

your 
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your conGderation, particularly that of a promotion of ge- 
neral officers. The very well-being of the new army de- 
pends upon Its being done fpeedily. Not only this, but we 
are now fuffering for want of brigadiers. General Schuyler 
has wrote mod: [weffingly for the affiftance of general officers ; 
and I have none to fend him witliout injuring the fervice in 
this quarter.— The hofpital plan too requires an anfwer, as 
nothing can be done in the nomination of the proper officers 
rill I have your determination. — There are fevcral other mat- 
ters of confequence before you, to which I am waiting your 
anfwers before I can proceed upon the refpeftive points to 
which they refer. 

Inclofed you have a letter from the widow of a brave of- 
ficer who was killed at Princeton. If any provifion is made, 
I do not recolle<Sl what it is : if there is any, pleafe to inform 
mc : if there is not, I can venture to recommend her as a pro^ 
per obje6k, to make fome reparation for her great lofs. 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W, 

P. is. Mine of the twentieth mentioned that lord Percy had 
arrived with the troops from Rhodc-lfland : but I find he re^ 
mains there. By fome gentlemen juft arrived from Bofton» 
dodtor Franklin's arrival in France is mentioned with cer- 
tainty. A fliip come to Salem brings the intelligence, the 
captain of which fays the doftor had got in five days before 
his departure ; alfo that captain Weeks made two prizes in 
bu paflfagCy and they were condemned and fold at Bordeaux* 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrijlrjjn^ March I, 1777. 

I WAS this evening honored with your favor of the 
twenty-third ultimo, accompanied by fundry proceedings of 
Congrefc. Thofe refpeding general Lee, and which prefcrib^ 
the treatment of lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the five 
Heffian field-officers, are the caufe of this letter. 
Though I finccrely commiferatc ^he misfortunes of general 
D 3 Lee^ 
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,Lec^ ^nd feel much for his prcfent un]>appy ixpis^tiony j9tf 
with a}l poffible deference to the opinion of Goiigrefs, I fc^r 
^hat thefc rcfolutions would not have the defined cflfefl,— -aic 
founded iii impolicy,^ — and will, Jf adhered to, produce conr 
fequences of an .extenfive and melancholy nature. Retalia- 
tion is certainly jiift, and fometimes necefTary^ evc^ where 
attende4 with the feyejreft p^nahies : but^ when the eyil« which 
may and muft refult from it exceed thofe intended to be fcdref- 
fcd, prudence and policy require tha^ it Ihould be avoided.-*? 
Having premifed tl}Uj^ mpch^ I beg leaye to e^amiq';; the ju^ 
tice and expediency of it iii the inftances novjr before u«. 

From the beft information I haye been able (|o ohtdm%g9r 
nc' al Lee's ufage has not been fo difgiaceful and 4ilhc^or7 
able as to authorifc the treatment decreed to thofe gentleo^ei)^' 
was it not prohibited by many other important confideratj<Hi|, 
His contineraent, J belicye, has beeiii more rigorous than bs^ 
been generally experienced by the reft of puf oncers, or 
thofe of the enemy who have been in our pofleffioo : but 
if the repoft3 be true (received on tljat head], he has been 
provided with a c)ec?nt apartment and wjth moft things neccf? 
fary to render him comfonable. This is not the cafe with 
one pf the officer? comprehended in the refo}ves^ if hjs letter, 
of which a copy is tranfmitted, defprves your credit. Here 
retaliatioii feqmjs tp havQ been pripmaturely begun ; or, to 
fpeak with more propriety, feverities have been and arc cxer- 
cifed towards colonel Campbjejl, not juftjfip(4 by any that ge- 
neral Lee ha? yet received. 

In point of policy, under the prefent fituation of our af-: 
fairs, this dodrine cannot be fupported. The balance of 
prifoners is greasy againft us ; and a general regard to the 
happincfs of the whole fhould n^ark pur conduiSt. Can we 
imagine that our enemies will not mete the fame nunifh- 
fnents, .th? fame indignities, the fame cruelties, to thofe be- 
longing to us, in their pofleflion, that we impofe on theirs in 
pur power r Why fliould we fupppfp them to poffels moro 
Jiumanity than ^e have ovrfpjvcs ? or v^hy ihoulc^ an iiicf^ 

• '" fcftua^ 
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li^iStuali attempt to relieve the diih-efles of one braye unfomKf 
Aate man involve many more in the fame calamities ? 
. However difagreeable the fadl may be, the^enem^r at ttm 
Jdme have in their power, and fubje^ to their call, near thr«f 
iiundred officers belonging, to the army ef the ITakcd States* 
In this number there are fome of high rank^ and moft of 
them are men of bravery ^nd of merit. The^uota of theirs iii ' 
our bands bears no .proportion, beuig not more .than £fty al 
4noft. Under thefe circumftances W4S Aould certainly do n^ 
a£l to draw upon the gentlemen belonging to us, and who 
have already fuffered a long captivity, greater puoiihnien^ 
fhan they have and now experience, if we fhould, what 
twill their feelings be, and thok of their numerous and exten* 
£ve connexions ?-*-Suppofe the treatment prefcritied for the 
Heflians ihould be purfued, will it not eflabliih what the 
enemy have been aiming to e&Q: by every artifice and tkq 
^oflieft milk^prefentacions,— -I mean, an opinion .of our entai*^ 
^. towards them, and of the cruel condudi they experience 
when they fall into our hands,— a prejudice, which we on 
our part have heretofore thought it politic to fupprefs and to 
root out by every a£l of lenity tod of fcihdnefe ? — It ccrtaialy 
will :--^the Heflians would hear of the puoiihment with all 
the circumftances of heightened exaggeration,-^ would fee) 
the injury, without inveftigaitiog the caufe, or reafoning upon 
the juftice or jieceffity of it. The mifchiefs, which may an4 
inuft inevitably flowirom the execution of the refolves, ap- 
pear to be«ndlefs and itiinumerable. 

On my own part, I haye been much i?mbarraflcd on the 
fubjedl of e;icchanges already. Amplications are daily made 
by both friends and enemies, to complete them as far as cir«- 
cumftances of number and rank will apply. Some of the 
former have complained that a difcTimioation is about to be 
adopted, perhaps injurious to their reputation, and certainly 
depriving them of their right of exchange in due courfe, as 
cftablifhed upon the principles of equality propofed laft year, 
iu:cedje;d to by both parties, and qow fubiiftiag^ The lat^ 

D 4 ter 
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tcr charge me with a breach of faith, and call upon mc to 
perform the agreement. 

Many more obje£tions might be fubjoined, were they ma- 
terial: — I ftjall only obferve that the prefent ftate of our ar- 
my (if it defcrves that name) will not authorife the language 
of retaliation or the ftyle of menace. This will be conceded 
by all who know that the whole of our force is weak and 
trifling, and compofed of miKtia (a very few regular troops 
excepted) whofefervice is on the eve of expiring. 

There are feveral other matters which might be mentioned 
upon this fubjeft, would time and opportunity permit : but 
as they will not, I beg leave to refer you to colonel Walker, 
who will deliver this^ and give fatisfadion to any inquiries 
that may be deemed neceffary.PerfuadingmyfelfthatCongrefs 
will indulge the liberty I have taken upon this occaiion, I 
have only to wifti for the refult of their deliberations after 
they have reconiidered the refolves, and to affure them that 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters y Morrijlowtty March 6, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you the inclofed 
copy of a letter from general Lee, received by a flag on 
tuefday laft. You will perceive from thence his w^ifhes and 
expedlations of feeing fome members of Congrefs in confe- 
quence of his letter upon that fubjeft. None of the paflports 
which he mentions were fent out, though the letter came 
by general Howe's permiflion as the others did. I fhould be 
happy to relieve his anxiety as far as I could, by fending in 
major Morris : but this I cannot do till a fafe-conduft is 
graned. 

The more I confider the refolves refpeiling lieutenant -co* 
lonel Campbell and the Heflian officers, the more convinced 
I am of their impolicy. The propofition made by Congrefs 
for the exchange of prifoners, and which by their direftion 
was tranfmitted to general Howe, was founded on princi* 

pics 
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pies of equality in number and in rank. From hence no de- 
niand, as a matter of right, can be made of general Lee's rc^* 
leafement forany oflScer or number of officers of inferior rank: 
whatever is or might be done in luch inftance, would be of 
favor and indulgence. The only cartel that now fubfifts it 
die one I have mentioned. This, fo far as it goes, is a bene- 
ficial one : it recognifes the rank of our officers, and infures 
their difcharge from captivity whenever we are poflcffed of a: 
like number belonging to them, and of the fame rank* If 
on our part it fhould be violated, —if it is notobferved, — ^fure- 
ly it will and mud ceafe to be obligatory on general Howe. 
What confequences may then enfue, I leave to yourconjec-» 
turc. 

If it be objedled that the above obfervations, and what I 
faid in my former letter, prove that no treatment received bj 
our^officers fhould be retaliated on theirs, — my anfwer is, that 
the proportion of officers in their hands is at lea ft fix to one 
in ours. This cpnfideration, fuppofing we had a right to 
demand general Lee's liberty, would be of great weight, and 
fufficient to prevent, in my opinion, the execution of the rc- 
folves. — I have the honor to be, in hafte, your moft obe^ 
dient fervant, G. W, 



SIK9 Head-Quarters^ Morrtjiown^ March 14, 1777. 

I WAS honored feveral days ago with your letter 
of the twenty-fifth ultimo, with its inclofures, the receipt 
of which was omitted to be acknowledged in my laft. 

Could I accomplifh the important obje6ts fo eagerly wifhed 
by Cbngrefs,i— *' confining the enemy within their prefent 
quatters,—-preventing their getting fupplies from the country, 
and totally fubduing them before they are reinforced," — I 
fhould be happy indeed. But what profpeft or hope can 
there be of my efFefting fo defirable a work at this ttmrf*? 
The inclofed return, to which I folicit the moft ferious atten- 
tion of Congrefs, comprehends the whole force I have in 
I Jerfey. 
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Jeifey. It is but a handful, and bears no proportion^ on t&9 
fcaic of numbers^ to that of the enctny- Added to this, the 
major part is made up of militia. The moft fanguioe ii| 
^peculation cannot deem it ndore than adequate to the kaft 
iraluabl^f purpofes of war. 

The reinforcements mentioned to be lirawn from geaendl 
Ifeath vrcTc merdy ideal, — ^nearly the whole of the (CssJktrn 
Iroops which were with him being here before* They weM 
only engaged till to-day: and to-day they leave the camp« 
Their fervtce has been of pretty long continuance* and 9k 
snoft the whole of the winter months. What ^x)fpe6l tbeva 
nay be of immediate fuccours from other ijuarters, I knon^ 
tiot: but from the militia of thi« ftate I cannot expeft to dc^ 
five much more aid. Thofe who are well ^Sk&ei have been 
to frequently called from thdr homes, that they are tired out, 
and almoft pmfefs ^ abhorrence of the ferrice: nor hare I 
lieard as yet that any continental troops are on the way. I 
have wrote to the brigadiers-general in moft of the ftatea 
vpon the fubjcfS, and alfo to the colonels, urging them by 
every motive to exert tliemfelves in dlling the regiments, and 
to forward them on. 

. .1 coBifefe, fir, I fed the moft painful anxietv when I re^ 
£t& on our fituation amd that of the enemy. Unlefs the 
levies arrive foon, we muft, before it be Jong, experience 
{bmc interefting and melancholy event. I befleve the^epeiny 
j^ave fixed their objedl, and the execution will furely be at^- 
tempted as foon as the roads are pafTable. The unpreparc4 
flate, in wliich we ai*e, favors all their defigns ; and it i% 
siuch to be wiih^d that they may not fucceed to thf ir wann- 
cft ^xpeftations. 

OjB recurring to the late promotions of brigadiers, f. 
find the number appointed to be fhort of what I took the li« 
berty to recpmmend, and not competent to the exigencies of 
|he fervice, fuppojing the whole in office l>erore, and tliofe 
Jately created, confent to adt, which I havfe reafon to believe 
will not be the cafe« J ijball oaly ji)eg leave to lefer you to 
7 my 
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-uy £?rroev letters upon this fubje£t» ai^d to aifure you that 
. inapy disadvantages will refujit from not having a fufficient 
.number of officers of this rai^k* We HavQ alvj^ays been de- 
ficient in this inftance ;. and certain I am ^at the feryice has 
been greatly injured by It. The proportion I mentioned was 
6)11 i^atstlii, aiy}^ in my optfiion, ihpuld not be difpenfed with- 
. :{ \ypuld aUo take the liberty of men^onii^ again (having 
f^eivefl no anfwef upon the fubje^l) that fettljng the hofpitajl 
piao- a^id eflabjtiihqgient becomes moxt-and more necefiaxy* 
Jt ^s a^ obje<5^ of ii^finite imporjance ; and the difl^cuUies of 
^tkg It on a proper foundation will be great, if not almoft 
infurmoui^table» ihould it !1^ deferred till the campaign 
ppeitt^ and tlie enemy begin, their operations. The bene* 
^ of liite iaftitution will foon be known :«i«<the want was 
pftverely felt in the courfe of the laft year. 

Therje is one th^ig more which claims, in my opinion^ 
the eadieft attention of Congrefs, — ^I meaij the pay of the re* 
giffiental furgeons, and that of the mates. Thefe appoiqt^ 
xnents are (q e0ential, that they cannot be done without. The 
|>ay, in the firft iqftance, is £> |ow, fo jnadeauate to the fer* 
vices wl^ich (hould be performed, thdt no^mon fuftaining the 
chara£ler of a gentleman, ^nd who has the lead medical a* 
^ilities or Qtill in the profeflion, can think of accepting it : 
^at in tl^e latter js fo paltry and trjf&ng, that none,- of the 
Jeail generofity of fentiment or preteniions to merit, can 
confent to a£t for it. In a word, thefe are inconveniences of 
fin intcreiling nature : — they amount to an exclufion of per-* 
fpqs wI}o pould difcharge the duties of chofe offices ; and, if 
pot redr^Sed, there is not the fm^Ileft probalnlity that any 
pan be preyailed pn to fniter them again. 

There are feveral matters alfo which I referred to Congrcfs 
fomp time Cnce^ and upon which I have not received the re- 
fult of their dcliberatjons.--rOne incjujry^ about the ftate of 
^rms an4 ammunition, | am peculiarly apxious to be fatis-t 
^tii in, 

; Fr9m the jnconvenjenccs and injuries to the fervice of late 
for 
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for want of money, I am induced to requeft that the &riQx& 
regard fhould be had to furnifhing the paymaftcr with cotU 
fkant and fuflScient fupplies. On funday he received five hun- 
dred thoufand dollars, half^of which is already expended, and 
the balance in a day or two will be entirely fwept away, 
without difcharging the feveral claims. By bisFcport, ^. 
commiiTary here requires an immediate draught fof a bun« 
dred thoufand ; and the militia returning and about toidave 
camp, a hundred and twenty thoufand more. The expenle 
incurred by calling on them fo frequently is almoft mcnedh* 
ble. Be£des thefe, there are feveral arrears due to the old 
troops, and to moft of the general and ftafF officers, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

I fully intended to tranfmit you a general return, but 
am not able to make it out with precifion. However, from 
the moft accurate eilimate that I can form, the whole of 
our numbers in Jerfey, fit for duty at this time, is under 
three thoufand. Thefe (nine hundred and eighty-one excepted) 
arc militia, and fland engaged only till the lafl of this month. 
The troops under inoculation, including their attendant^ 
amount to about one thoufand. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrlfiown, March i8, 1777. 

THE difficulty if not impoffibility of giving Congrefs 
a juft idea of our fituation (and of feveral other important 
matters requiring their earliefl attention) by letter, has in- 
duced me' to prevail on major-general Greene to wait upon 
them for that purpofe. This gentleman is fo much in my 
confidence, fo intimately acquainted with my ideas,— -with 
our flrength and our weaknefles, — with every thing refped- 
ing the army, — that I have thought it unneceffary to parti- 
cularifc or prefcribe any certain line of duty or inquiries for 
him. I fhall only fay, from the rank he holds as an able 
and good officer in the eftimation of all who know him,' he 
deferves the gr^ateft refpe(^ ; and much regard is due to his 
- - opinionj^ 
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f>pf nions in the line of his profeffion. He has upon his mind . 
fuch matters as appear to me moft material to be immediate- 
ly ca]3i(i^dered of; and many more ^ill probably arife during. 
the iotercQUffe yoil may think proper tp honor him with ; 
—OB all which I wifli. to have the fenfe of Congrefs, and the 
refylt of fuch deliberations as may be formed thereupon. 
/I have indofed an extraft of a letter received yefterday 
froch governor Trumbull, with a copy of one intercepted, 
going. from ^e late governor Wentwor^h to his fjfter. The 
inforniation contained in the latter, if true, is important 
and injterefting : how far it is to be relied on, 1 cannot deter- 
mine : but there can be no doubt of th^ Britiih court*s ftrain- 
ing every nerve and intereft at home and abroad, to bend us 
tothqir* * * yoke. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, * Morrljiowriy March 2i, 1777. 

I WAS laft night honored with your letter of the 

feventeenth inilant, covering fundryrefolutbns of Congrefs, 

which (ball have my attention. ^ 

r Having charged major-general Greene?, who will probably 

be in Philadelphia to-day, with fuch matters as I wiflied to 

refer to the conflderatipn of Congrefs, I have nothing to 

trouble them with at this t^me, or material to inform them of. 

: 1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



. Sir, Heaa^QuarHrsj^Morrtjiowftj March 23, 1777. _ 

COLONEL Palfrey, having, expreflfed a defxre to 
fettle the accounts of his o£Bce to this time, has obtained my 
perroiffion to repair to Philadelphia, and now waits on Con« 
gre£B with his bo6ks aiid vouchers, hoping that a committee- 
will be appointed to examine and adjuft the fame. 

The di(advantag«s which have arifen to the fervice, anfl^ 
which have bceniivercly felt, for want pf conftant fuppli^ in. 

the 
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the military cheft, are alitioft incredible^ and arefiottoil* 
defcribed but with great difficulty to thofe who are net iiii>^ 
mediately in the aripyy and privy to the freqaent and a w ip i o i r* ^ 
tunate apph'cations that are made. To prevent iticomttsA*' 
cttcit^ of the like nature in future, I have thought it propet dttf 
an efUmate of the monthly advances (hould be fbmied Alii' 
laid before Congrefs. This colonel Palfrey Will dl>'; aid, 
though it cannot be eflfe^ed with a degree of fcnipu1otts'IMI«' 
aiSlnefs and precifiony yet from his intimate knowledge <rf 
the incidental charges and expehfes in the common cdutfe of- 
things, the calculation, I apprehend, will be attended- wkh* 
liiany benefits. It will ihew Congrefs the necelHury ^]t>vi^ 
fions of money to be made for ordinary contingefieiw^ aiid' 
enable them to form a rule for their government in the jn^ 
ftance of fnpplies for the army. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G, W. 



Sin, Morri/towHi March 261 1777. 

YESTERDAY a letter, of which the inclofed is it- 
copy, came to my hands. The account is confirmed by 
a countryman who is fmce come in : but nothing diftinft lias 
yet been received. . , . v 

The aid required of me in colonel Hay's letter cannot b^= 
given :— I have no men to oppofc the enemy's defigns in any- 
one quarter, although called upon from every quarter. All 
that was poffible for me tp dp towards coUefiting a force at 
Peekfkill, I had attempted before : — I had in peremptory 
terms called upon the officers of Rhode-Ifland and Conncx- 
ticut to forward on their recruits under proper officers as 
iSft as poffible to that place : I haddireaedfuch of die New-.: 
York regiments as had been ordered to Ticonderoga, to repair 
thither : I had reqi^efted eight of the Maffachufetis regiments 
to be marched to that poft : and, left thefe ihouid not arriva* 
in time, I urged governor Trumbull, in a letter of the 
ilxth inftant; to fend two thoufaivi of his militia to the fann^t 

place. 
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place. But forxy I am to obferve, the militia have got tked ;r| 
and t&e colonels of the continental regiments have bee» gxieat^, 
ly deceived themfclves, — ^have greatly deceived me,- — or ttic 
mod unheard-of defertlons * * * have prevailed * * * : for 
regiments, reported two or three months ago to be half com-, 
pleted, are^ upon the colonels being called upofi in pofitrve 
terms for a juft ftate of them, found to contain lefs than one. 
hundred men ; and this not the cafe of a finglc regiment only^ 
kut of many. In Conneflicut alone, by a letter from ge« 
neral Parfons, of the fixth inftant, four regiments are men- 
tioned as not having more than eighty rank, and file, each^^ 
Thefe, £r, are melancholy truths r but fa£ls they are, ara 
Aeceflary to be known to Congrcfs, however prudent it may 
b^ to conceal them from the obfervation of others. 

To fuperintend the buiinefsof recruiting,— to fee that the 
officers were diligent, — to prevent impofitions if poflrMc,— 
to appoioit £t places of rendez-vous, — to fee that the recruits 
were adually brought to thofe places, and there equipped 
and trained for the field,— were among the great objecls 
which early and repeatedly indeed me to prefs the appoint* 
ment of general officers : but unfortunately the delay of ap*- 
pointing, being followed by the refignatron of fome officers 
and non-acceptance of others, will involve the army in a 
mere chaos of confufion at a time when the utmoil order 
aiul regularity fhould prevail, and when all our arrange* 
ments ought to be completely eftablifhed. — ^The medical de* 
partment will, it is much to be feared, be in the fame fitua* 
tk>n : — ^not an officer yet appointed to it* 

For want of proper and coercive powers, — ^froro difafiec- 
^on and other caufes,— the militia of this fl:ate are not to be 
depended upon. They are drawn out with cFifficuky, and at 
a moft enormous expenfe, as their accounts will fhew r tliey 
come, you can fcarce tell how; they go, you hardly know 
when. In the fame predicament are thofe of Pennfylvania. 

Numbers from this ftate have joined the enemy ; and ma*-^ 
ny more are difpofcd to do fo, as tlie letter* from Mr. Horf 

(a copy 
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(a copy of which IS inclofe^, correfponding with fevcral others 
of the fame tenor) fufficiently evinces. 

I have the honor to be, &:c* G. W. 

P. S. Small as our prefent force is, it will be reduced fn a 
few days by the going off of the Jerfey three-months-men, 
die Cecil-county militia, and the Virginia volunteers^ all of 
whoni claim difcharges the firft of next month. I have fent 
an officer cxprefs towards Peeklkill to inquire into the cir- 
cumflances and confequence of the enemy's defcent upon that 
place, — not being able to account for general M*Dougarjj 
{who commands there) and general Clinton's (who is at the* 
forts in tlie Highlands) their filerice upon this occaGon. 



• Sir, Morriflozvn, March 2^y I'jJ'f. 

I LAST night had the honor to receive your letter of 
Ae twenty-lixth inftant, accompanied by fundry refolves of 
Cbngrefs, and fome other papers. 

The arrival of the arms, locks, and flints, you have been, 
pleafed to mentlpn,. is a mofl: fortunate and happy event. I 
join you mod Cncerely in congratulations upon the occafion. 

I have not yet obtained a certain account of the expedition 
agamft and deftru<3iou of Peckfkill. Information of thofe 
events has not been yet tranfmitted by generals M'Dougal, 
or Qinton, or the convention of the ftate. There is no 
5oubt but that the town is dellroyed, and, with it, fome 
ftores:— neither the quality nor amount of tlicm is known. 
It is faid that it was done in part by our own people when 
tliey found that they could not prevent them falliug into the 
enemy's hands. — The Ihips and troops have gone down the 
river again. 

Mr^ Kirkland, the Oneida mifSonary, arrived here this 
week with a chief warrior and five other Indians of that na- 
tion. They had been to Boflon, and cair.e from thence to. 
this place to inquire into the true flate of mauers, tha^ [hey. 
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might report diem to a grand council to be fhortly held. 
They faid things were fo falfely and varioufly reprefented by 
our enemies through their agents, that they did not know 
what to depend on. I invited them to go to Philadelphia : 
but they declined it, declaring they were well fatisfied with 
what they had feen, and that tliey were authorifed to tell their 
iiation> all they had heard from the enemy was falfe* Being 
told that France was afiifting us, and about to join in the 
war, they feemed highly pleafed ; and Mr. Kirkland faid he. 
was perfuaded it would have a condderable cSe&. on the^ 
minds of feveral of the nations, and fecure to us their neutra- 
lity, if not a declaration and commencement of hoAilities in 
our &vor. I (hewed them every civility in my power, and 
every thing that I thought material to excite in them an idea 
of our firength and independence. After (laying two days, 
they fet off f<»r their nation, exprei&ng their defire of the 
moft fpeedy return to the council, and profeffing the moft. 
friendly fentiments towards us. 

I havp the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Aforrijiown^ March 29, 1 777. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefllng you this morn- 
ing by the return cxprefn, the eaftern poft arrived, The in* 
te^]gence he brought is agreeable and interefting, as you will 
perceive by the inclofed Jetter from Mr. Hazard, which I do 
myfelf the pleafure of tranfmitting you. I am liappy to fay 
die amval of the (hip at Portfmouth and die capture of die 
two prizes is confirmed by other letters from gentlemen of 
note in and about Bofton. Upon thefe events 1 give you my 
moft hearty congratulations. Some of the letters add that a 
French general, colonel, and major, came paffcngers in the 
fhip, who are highly recommended by dodior Franklin. 

The affair of Peekfkill has not been tranfmitted me with 
certainty : but I am informed the relation of it, in Loudon's 
paper which I have inclofed, is nearly as it happened. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

Vol. II. S 
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SiRf Head^QuartcrSy Morriftown^ March 31, 1777* 

CAPTAIN Delhields, of Mr. Buchanan's Ihip front 
Baltimore, who was taken by the enemy and carried inta 
York, made his efcape from thence on faturday evening. He 
informs that three thoiifand troops, Britiih and Heffian, em** 
barked about ten days ago fi'om the city and Staten-Xfland, 
on board ffanfpdrts which were lying at the latter when 
be came away. He adds that die enemy hate built and are 
building a number of light fiat-botcoined boats, about feventy 
df whfch were finiftied. 

Captain Deffhields fays It feemed to be the general opinion 
fitnd converfation that this embarkation was for Cbefapeak* 
bay, with a view of making a dcfcent on the Eaftem-Shorey 
dr that the troops were to proceed to the Head of Elk, tak- 
ing Annapolis and Baltimore in their way. There were fome 
who thought it prdbaHe they mean to go up the North-river 
and attempt the Highland foitiiScatians. — I have written to 
generals M*Dougal and Clinton, defiring tlicm to make the 
befl preparation that circumftances will admit of, for dicir 
reception, in cafe the latter fliould, be their objeft. 

Captain Defhields being in company with the captain of the 
packet, but unknown to him, heard liim fay that a war with 
France was much expefted when he left England, which 
Was about the beginning of February. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, , Head-Qitarter&y Morrijiown^ April 2y 1"]^*]. 

SINCE I had the honor of writing to you laft, I 
hive received the inclofed from general M*Dougal, which 
Contains a full account of the late afRirr at Peekfkillr Every 
prudential ftep appears to have been taken by the general, 
and as* good a difpofition made as his fmall number of men- 
woulJ admit of. 

I have Iicard nothing further rcfpcdling the cmbarkatioff 
©f troops whiph I mentioned in my laft.— *I am in hopes the 
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Conttedicut militia will arrive at Peckfkill before another 
escpedition is made up the North-river. I have wrote to 
haften them as much as poflible, left fuch another defign 
i]^ould be really in agitation. — In my opinion^ Delavrare-bay 
IS their objcdl, and Chefapcak only thrown Out by way of 
blind : their late attempt to procure Delaware pilots feems to 
confiim it. 

I :d)ferve by youi- late promotions that a foreign gentle^k 
man is appointed to the command of the German batalliooi 
I could wifh that he was ordered to join inunediately, as diat 
regiment much wants an officer of experience at the head 
of it— I have the honor to be, &c* G. Wi 

P. S. 1 have ordered the deputy quartei'-niafiet- general to 
eftablifh proper relays of expreifes between this and PhiladeU 
phia, that intelligence may be occalionally conveyed in the 
moft expeditious manner. If there (hould be any appefatanc^ 
of a fleet in Delaware-bay, it will be known in a tery few 
hours in Philadelphia, by hoifting the fignals ; and I beg I 
may have the earlieft notice of it. — The quarter-mafter wiH 
inform you who his rider in Philadelphia is, that you may 
knovv where to apply* 

'SlR> tiedd' QuarterSy Aforrljiowny April 9, \^)*l* 

1 AM honored with yours of the fourth, inclofing furi- 
dry refolves of Congrefs from the twenty-ninth of March td 
the fifth inftant.-^! am extremely glad to fee the tefolve for 
the immediate removal of military (lores from Baltimore and 
Annapolis : for, although I do not imagine that the enemy 
intend an expedition of any great confequence in Chefapeak- 
bay, yet while the ftores lay at the above-mentioned places, 
they were always fubjeft to be deflroyed by a fudden attack 
of a fhip of war with a few land forces^ 

The regulations for the paymafter-generars department 
arc very falutary, and, if carried ftridlly into execution, will 
make a vaft faving to the public. It may be eafily done 
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when the army is put upon a regular footing: but, wt^ wt 
ate obliged to niake ufe of militia, we muft fubmit to aJl die 
irregularities that naturally attend diem, and muft not 6wny 
fore expedl to have the rule as fcrupuioufly complied wtdiJb^ 
Aem as could be wiflied. ♦ * ♦ 

The mufter-haafter^general complained diat Ac dufy re- 
quired of him was more than he could perform : but'Vyftfe 
•iate refdves diete is an ample allowance for deputies^ %nd 
dierafore no further excufe can be made upon that Head. ' 

I ttiofk ardendy wi(h to fee tfaefiofpital eftabli(hed. ' I am 
kfraid too much time ha« been loft itt theconfideratioh of thfe 
plan : "but the gentlemen who (ball be appointed to tfie fu*- 
|)crin(endeace miift endeavor to make up for loft tim6' by 
iheir diligence. ^ 

„. Bf (he lateft accounts from Brunfwic, it look? as if d» 
^enemy were projefting an embarkation. Tiiey have been 
Aripping the buildings of boards* and cutting fmall timbeiv 
bud trairfporting lh^ from Brunfwic to Amboy. It is tmav 
gined this is to build births in their tranfports.— I ftiall keep 
a conftant look-out upon the motions of dieir veftels, and 
fhall endeavor to obtain every intelligence by fending people 
into tiicir quarters. — I think Delaware-bay muft be their dcf- 
tination if they move by water. 
" I have the honor to be, &Ci^ G. W.. 



Sir, Morrijiovun^ April lO, 1777. 

I WAS juft now honored with your letter of die 
ninth inftant, covering fundry refolutions of Congrefs. Thofe. 
for regulating the hofpitul and medical department, I truft, 
will prove of the moft falutary confequences. It is onlv t^ 
be regretted that this neceffary and liberal inftitution had not 
been gone into and completed at an earlier period. 

The honors Congrefs have decreed to the memory of ge- 
nerals Warren and Mercer afford me the higheft pteafure \ 
their character and merit had a juft claim to every mark e(f 
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TpfpeA i and I heartily wifli that every oficcr of the United 
-States, emulating their virtues, may by their anions fecure to 
ti^^einfelves the fame right to the grateful tributes of their 
country. 

Sincp vmting to you yefterday I have received further in- 
t^Uigence of the enemy's preparations in York, indicating a 
movement before long. It is contained iii the inclofed letter,! 
N^ I, and oorroboratest the opinion I have long entertamedr 
that they would make a pufli againft Philadelphia. The* 
tory regiments menuotied, v^ are told, are at Hackiniac, and: 
are about five hundred. Arong, exclufive of a company of 
Highlanders which is with them. 

The Jn^lofed letter from le chevalier count De Vrecourt 
qame to hand this morning, — which I have thought proper 
to tranfmit to Congrefs, that they may confider his cafe, and. 
^dopt; fuch meafures^ refpcfking him as bis character and tef- 
timonials deferve. I never heard of him before : but if he is 
a fkilful engineer, he will be extremely ufeful, and ihould be 
employed, though he njay not underiland our language. At 
this time we have not one with the army, nor one to join it, 
of file leaft reputation or pretenfions to ikill. If this gentle-, 
man came in confequence of an agreement with dodtor 
Franklin, and brought credentials from him, I ihould fuppofe 
him to be acquainted witjh what he was recommended for. 

The cartel, propofed to be fettled, and fo long in agita- 
tion, is not accorapliihed yet : the laft meeting on that bufi- 
nefe was the fecond inftant, when nothing was done ; nor is 
a further interview appointed refpediing it. I have tranfmjt-. 
ted a copy of lord C^ruwallis's letter which came out the 
next day, with that of the paper alluded to by him, which 
Mr. Harrifon refufed to receive from colonel Walcot, and of 
xxty anfwcr to the latter in a letter to general Howe. The 
^bjedtions or articles mentioned by colonel Walcot were 
tli'ofe general Greene had with him, and wliich he left wher^ 
lie came from Philadelphia : the original 1 have by me* 
TThofc points were infilled on again, and rejected, and a ten- 
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der made of the paper by colonel Walcot, which he brougln 
with him prepared, 

I have appointed Joh|i Wilkens, John Steel, Matfaew 
Irvine, and Samuel Kerfley, efquires, captains of companies to 
be raifed by them, in co^fequence of the recommendation of 
general Armftrong. As the intereft of thofe gentlemea lies 
in Pennfylvania chiefly, and it would be draM^ing money 
from the paymafter here to carry to Philadelphia (fuppoiing 
there was a fupply in the cheft, which is not the cafe), I fliall 
be obliged by Congrefs's ordering fix hundred dollars to be 
advanced to each of them on account of the recruiting fer** 
vice ; the firfl of whom I imagine is in Philadelphia* If this 
Tcquifition can be complied with, he, 1 prefume, will give 
notice to the reft ; or, if general J^tnAron^ is iqfqrm^ of it, 
lie will do it. 

I h^vp the honor to be, gcct G. W, 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrifiowrh Aprit la, 1777, 

HAVING feen a letter from doiSlor Franklin, and 
inany other credentials in favor of monCieur le chevalier 
Du Pleffis, he appears to me to be a perfon worthy of the 
notice and encouragement of Congrefs, He has fcrved in the 
French artillery ; and both bis inclination and qualifications 
make it proper he ftould have an appointment in ours, 
There are fome vacancies in the artillery for captains, one of 
which may be offered him as a beginning, Th^ fuperior 
jfanks are all completed. 

I aip, fir, your moft humble fervantj G. W, 



Sir, He<id-QuarterSf Merrifiowrij April 12, 1777^ 

I AM honored with yours of the tenth, accompanied 
with one from the cpmnijttce of Congrefs to whom I havQ 
wrote very fully upon the fubjedt of the refolve for forming 
fin army \ipon th^ w^ft fid^ gf Dclawaie, and to which I 
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refer you.— I wifli I could fee any profpe6l: of an army, fit 
to make proper oppofition, formed any where. You will 
{)erh9ps be furprifed at tbis after the public reports of the 
great fuccefs of recruiting in all the ftates ; but, to convince 
you that thcfc are but bare reports, I will give you the beft 
information I have been able to colle£l from adlual returns 
and other accounts. 

New-Hampfliire. — No returns : but a letter from general 
Heath fays they arc tolerably forward. — ^All their regiments 
go to the northward. 

Maflachufetts.-— About four hundred men raifed to a regi- 
ment ; many of thefe yet to undergo inoculation. Seven of 
dieir regiments go to the northward, and eight are to come to 
JPeekikill for the prefent. 

Rhode-Ifland.— Only three hundred and fixty men en- 
lifted in both regiments the firft of April, Two hundred of 
thefe are yet to be inoculated. — General Varnum writes me 
that he defpairs of filling up the regiments. 

ConneiSlicut.— By a return from general Parfons, of the 
fourtb^if April, about eighteen hundred men were recruited 
through the whole ftate, — they, much difperfed ; — ^many to 
have the fmall-pox ; and recruiting at a ftand. 

New-York. — ^Abouttwo hundred men to a regiment: and, 
from the peculiar fituation of that province, it will be almolt 
impoffible for them to fill up their regiments though they ex- 
ert themfelves very much. 

New Jerfey.—r Between two and three hundred to a rcgi- 
Bient. They alfo Ije und^r Qiany difficulties on account of 
the difafFefilion of their ftate : but their officers are adtive and 
^igent. 

Pennfylvania, — Moft of her regiments are very backward, 

^— thofe moft fo, who have been longeft recruiting. 

Delaware ftate. — No return of their regiment, 

Maryland. — I have only the return of one regiment, which 

^onfifts of two hundred men ; but I do not believe the others 

«rc in more for>\^dnefs. The difputes jibout the rank of 
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oflScers have prevailed fo much, that the recruiting fervice 
has been in a manner negle£led. 

Virginia. — The nine old regiments will not exceed eigh- 
teen hundred effeflive men : and governor Henry, in a letter 
which I received yefterday, informs me that he did not think 
fliat more than four of the fix new ones would be filled. He 
propofcs the expediency of raifmg volunteer companies to 
ferve feven or eight months, to make up the deficiency . but 
this I (hall obje£t to on many accounts, particularly that it 
would be introducing a body of men who would look upon 
themfelves at liberty to do what they pleafed, and, the mo- 
ment their time expired, would leave us, though at the moft 
icritical jundlure. 

If the men that are raifed, few as they are, could be got 
into the field, it would be a matter of fome confolation : but 
every method that I have been able to devife has proved inef- 
fe&ual. If I fend an officer to coUedt the fick and fcattered 
of his regiment, it is ten to one but he negled^s his duty, goes 
home on plcafurc or bufinefs, and the next that I hear of him 
is that he has refigned : — furloughs are no more atffllded to 
than if there was no limitation of time:— and in fhort, fir, 
there is fuch a total depreffion of that military ardor which 
I hoped would have infpired every officer when he found his 
pay genteelly augmented and the army put upon a refpeS- 
able footing, that it feems to me as if all public fpirit was 
funk '^ * * 

I fliall as foon as poffible tranfmit to the board of war a 
lift of the appointments I have made in confequence of the 
powers vefted in me. 

If the appointments in the hofpital are not filled up before 
the receipt of this, I would take the liberty of mentioning a 
gentleman whom I think highly deferving of notice, not only 
on :.ccount of his abilities, but for the very great affiftancc 
wliich he has afforded in tlie courfe of this winter, merely in 
the nature of a volunteer. The gentleman is doftor John 
Cochran, well known to all the faculty, «nd particularly to 

9 dodlor 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. % 

doiior Shippen, who, I fuppofe, has mentioned him among 
the candidates. The place for which the docStor is well 'fit- 
ted, and which would be moft agreeable to him; is furgeon- 
^neral to the middle department. In this line be ferved aH 
^the Jaft war in the Britifh fervice, and has diilingui/hed him->^ 
^elf this winter, particularly in his attention to the ^mall-pox 
-patients and the wounded, who, but for him and dodlor Bond, 
muft have fufFered much, if not been totally negle6tcd, a$ 
-there were no other medical gentlemen to be found. — If the 
appointment of furgeon-general is filled up,*that of deputy- 
dire6lor of the middle department would be acceptable. 
' I havcbecn thus full in my recommendation becaufc dofior 
Cochran in a manner had my promife of one of the capital 
appointments in die hofpital, upon a prefumption that I 
ihould hare had fome hand in the nomination by the refolu- 
tion of Congrefs empowering me to fill all comrpiffions under 
the rank of brigadiers-general. 

jtpril 13, — I have this moment received a line from gene- 
ral Lincoln, informing me that the enemy attempted to ftir- 
.prife ham early this morning at his pod at Boundbrook ; but 
he made good his retreat to the pafs of the mountains juft in 
his rear, with trifling lofs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrijlown^ Jpril 15, 177*^. 

THE inclofed from mopfieur le chevalier De Dreud- 
homme de Borre, wiih the papers annexed to it, were receiv- 
ed this day by the eaftern mail. It appears that by an agree- 
ment with Mr. Deane he is to have tlie rank and pay of a 
brigadier-general in our fervice. I imagine by this that he 
IS a man of real merit, If you think proper to confirm Mr. 
Deane's appointment, be pleafed to inform me of it and re- 
turn the letter, that I may give a fuitahle anfwer. If, as f 
imagine, he does not underftand Engliih, it will be fome time 
tefore he can be of any ufe at the head of a brigade. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sir, v. Head-Quarters^ Morrijlown^ ApriU 1 8, 1777. 

, I HAVE nothing of importance to tranfniit Congjcfs, 

so event in the military line having happened fince my hft, 
except the furprifmg a fmall picquet guard of the aiemy o» 
inonday night at Boncmtown, and bringing off thirteen pri- 
foners, by one of our parlies. An cnterprife of a iimilar na* 
Cure was forn^ed againft that at Amboy, in which the party 
fent to efFe£t it did not fucceed fo well, though the moft ac^ 
vanced of them feized and fecured three of their out-^centries 
without giving an alarm. 

By a ktter from general M*DougaI, of ycftcrday, I am 
infoKmed that he had received accounts of thirty»fix fail of 
tranfports having left Newport on friday laft, with troops on 
•board. Odier reports he had were that a number of ibipr 
were coming up the Sound, fo that we may reafonably coib- 
dude general Howe is drawing his forces from tjie eaftward. 
Get^ral Arnold, in a letter of the fixth, mentioned, that, from- 
the preparation of tranfports, and other circumftances, he 
tboi^bt it probable an embarkation was about to take place. 

There are grounds to fufpedl from information received, 
that fome unfair praftices have been and are meant to be ufed 
in certain expo its from Philadelphia. It is faid that a veflel 
navigated by Frenchmen loaded there, belonging to * * * 
of New-York, which carried her cargo to general Howe ; 
jilfo that *^ * * and * * * of Monmouth-county inten4 to 
load oiie or more for the fame purpofe, under the idea of 
fending them to foreign markets. I have written to the 
board of war for Pcjunfylvania upon the fubjeft, and doubt 
not but thefe hints will be properly improved, and fuch 
frauds guarded againft aj well as circumftances will admit. 

I have inclofed a copy of an aJvertifement published in 
Gainers paper of the fourteeath, which fhews that no arti-p 
lices are left untried by the enemy to injure us. Before the 
appearance of this unparalleled piece, I had heard that a 
perfon was gone from York tO^Rhodc-Ifland wijth a quantity 
of counterfeit money, 
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There is one thing wliich I beg leave to mention to Con- 
grefsy and which I think highly ^ferving their attention,* 
that isy that ftipplies of hard money » or bills of exchange to 
procure it, fhould, if poffiblc, be fent to our prifoners ia * 
Ac hands of the enemy, at leaft to the officers, to relieve 
their wants. By letters which I have received from them of 
late, I find they arc in grea,t diflrefs, and fuch as ought to be 
removed, if it can be done.-^No inconvenience will refuk 
to the public from fuch fupplies, if theycanbe furniflied, a$ 
proper floppages and dedu£lions <;an be made from their pay. 
jfprii 19.— -I was honored with your letter of the 
fixteenth between twelve and one o'clock yefterday, accom^ 
panted by fundry refolutions. I hope the meafures Congre& 
have adopted will produce thefalutary confequenccs they had 
in view : but I fear that the ftates, unlcfs they are delicate ia 
exercifing the powers they are invcfted with for filling vacan- 
cies in inftaoces of removal from office, and pay &n&, at-* 
tention to a proper line of fucceffion where there arc no ca* 
pital objedliohs, wjll renew much of that confufion and dif- 
order we have been endeavoring to extricate ourfelvei 
from. Nor will this be of fmall difficulty if they diiplace 
many officers : for, fuppofing them to have kept the moft ac« 
i:urate lifts of their original appointments, changes have 
laken place in feveral inftances from various caufes unknowa 
to them, and of which they cannot be apprifed. 

I can aflure Congrefs the appellation given to the regt 
ments officered by me was without my confent or privity. 
As foon as I heard it, I wrote to feveral of the office-s in 
terms of fevere reprehenfion, and exprefsly charged them to 
fupprefsAe diftiniJlion, adding that all the bataiHons were 
on the fame footing,, and all under the general name of 
' Continental. 

An attack upqn die king's troops at Rhode-Ifland waf 
certainly a defirable event, could it have been <;ondufted with 
fuccefs, or upon equal terms. It being an obje(5^ of great 
moment, and involving in its iffue many important confeV 
^ue^ces, I am Jed to believe the prafticability qf u has ha4 
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much confideration, and the meafure was found to be unad- 
vifable under the circumQanccs of the troops colleded. for 
the purpofe. If the enemy have not evacuated the itL^f I 
fuppofe the matter will be farther weighed. 

I do not find in the medical arrangement any mention ^ 
regimental furgeons'-mates, or provifion made for their pay- 
ment. Whether Congrefs mean to difpenfe with fuch of- 
ficers or noty I cannot tell : I have heard that they jdo : but 
tfiey appear to mc to be abfolutely neceffary. We arcj often 
obliged to divide regiments and fend a part to a diftant poft : 
\vhen this is the cafe, it is eflential that there (houkl be fome 
perfon with them to take charge of the fick or wounded, if 
fuch there fhould be. — I have only mentioned this of many 
reafons that might be urged to ihcw the expediency of fuch 
appointments. 

Notwithftanding the many circumftances inducing a be- 
lief that Philadelphia will he the firft objedi of the enemy's 
attention, — yet, as the ftratagems of war are various, and; 
they may be eafily changed, efpecially when they liave the 
entire command of the water, — I camiot but confider the de- 
tention of the troops at Philadelphia, farther than mentioned id 
my letter in anfwer to that from the board of war, as inexpedi-^ 
cut, and Xubjefl to great inconvenience and injury. In the 
grefent divided, feparated ftatc of the army, we are weak at 
all points, and not able to make the leaft oppofition promif- 
ing fuccefs. Suppofing they were coUedled here, they would 
be ready to ack as neceflity and circumftances might require. 
If the enemy pufhed for Philadelphia, we (hould have notice 
of it, and could hang upon their flank and rear : nor is it like- 
ly they would undertake fuch an expedition without attempt- 
ing the deftrudion or difperfion of the army firfl. If diey 
embarked and fhould go by fea, we (hould have information 
pf it, and could be there in time. On the other hand, fhould 
all they have done prove a feint, and they iKould turn their 
views to the North-river, we fhould be in a much better fi- 
tuation to counteradl their defigns, and to check the progrefs 
of their arms in that quarter. Added to this, feveral of the 
^ ^ regiments, 
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regiments, efpecially thofe which came firft from yirginia 
oxKlPennfylvania, are fo broken that it is impofUble to' do 
any thing widx the parts that are here ; and that Tpirit which 
is always derived from a corps being full, or as much fo ai 
circumftances of number will admit of, is entirely done away. 
I have die honor to be, &c i G. W. 



Sm, Mdrrijhwn^ April ai, 1777* 

I was this morning honored with your favor of the 
twentiedi, inclofmg fundry proceedings of Congrcfe. — ^The 
removal of provitions, &c, from the communication b^ 
tween Brunfwic and Trenton has been pfetty well efFeAed 
already. It was an objedl early attended to, and what I re- 
commended to the aflembly of this ilate as deferving their in- 
terpoiitlon and aid: but, finding that it had not their imme- 
diate confederation, and that they ieemed to decline interfer- 
ing in ^tke matter, I diredled the quarter^mafters and com* 
miiTaries to purchafic tfaeir iirfl fupplies of thofe aeceffiiries 
from fuch places as appeared to be mofl expofed to the ene-^ 
<ny's ioGuriicHis, and through which it is moil probable ihey 
will take their route towards the Delaware, in cafe an enters 
prife that way ibould be in contemplation. I have tranfmit^ 
ted copies of the rcfolve upon tJiis fubjedl to general Putnam 
and colonel Forman (the latter of whom is in Monmouth- 
county), with orders to execute the fame agreeable to the di- 
regions therein prefcribed, where it may be neceflary on the 
road leading from South- Amboy acrofs the country. 

I have nothing of importance to communicate to Congrefs. 
The advices they will receive to-day, which pafTed through 
this town ycfterday, will tell them that the enemy remained 
at Rhode-lfland on the fifteenth inftant, notwitiiftanding the 
accounts we had received of their embarkation before. 

I have the honor to be, &c Q. W. 
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Sir, ' Head'Q,uarterSfMorriJl&wrtyJpril2'^^ ^111* 

I HAVE the honor to tranfmit you the inclofed pieces 
of intelligence which I received this day from general Ste^ 
phens, who by my defire employed perfon& to go into New* 
York and Brunfwic. I do not put entii^.coniktence in.the 
whole : but the principal reafon of fending the intelligence 
forward is that proper mcafures m^Y be fallen upon to find 
out' and apprehend Thomas * * * mentioned in general 
Stephens's letter of this date. 

If the enemy fhould move^ I have taken fteps to ipake as 
good an oppofition as my fmall force is capable of* . . 

I have the honor to be, &c» G* W. 



SxjR, Morrljiowfty Jfrii 269 1777. 

I WAS laft night honored with your letter of die 
twenty-fifth, with fundry refolves of Congrefs. Such of them 
as are neceffaty for my government and conduiS I fliaU 
firidly attend to* 

The money and bills for Our pnfoners had better be tranfr 
mitted to Ellas Boudinot, efquire,. to whom I fhall give direc'> 
tions to adopt ways and means for fending the fame, and for 
a proper appropriation and diftribution of the money amongft 
them. Bills, 1 tliink, will be moft eligible, provided they 
are duly paid. As to procuring clothes in New- York, I havs 
reafon to believe that it will not be allowed, and that the pri* 
ibners v/ill obtain no fupplics but what we fend them. 

I heard of Mr. Franklin*s pra6liccs fome time ago, and ad- 
vifed governor Trumbull of the fame, that his condu^ mighl 
be properly attended to. It is very unhappy for us» thati 
through the intrigues of fuch men, the enemy have found 
means to ruife a fpirit of difafFedlion but too generally in ma* 
ny of the dates. In this, I have ftrong affuranccs that it has 
arifen to a great height; and I Ihall not be diTappointed if 
a large number of the inhabitants in fome of the counties 

ihouki 
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Ihoidd openly appear in arms as foon as the enemy begia 
Aeir operations, I have taken every meafure in nay power 
to fupprefs it; but neverthelefs feveral from Suflex and Ber- 
gen have joined their army, and the fpirit becomes more and 
more daring every d&y. 

. You will be jdeafed to dire<S general Mifflin to remain ia: 
Philadelpliia as long asCongrci^ fliall think his prefence there 
^(lential, 

I have inclofed a copy of general Howe's letter which I 
received laft night in anfwer to mine of the ninth inftant. 

Nothing of an interefling nature has occurred iince my lad ; 
which leaves me only to add, that I have the honor to be, 
with lentiments of the greateil refpedl* &c« G« W^, 



Sir, MoMJldwn^ April ji^y ^117* 

I Last mght received the favor of your letter of tlic 
cwenty-fixth, with the refolves to which it alludfes* 

The views of Congrefs, in fending general officers to the 
Caflward to haften on the troops, have been long anticipated . 
general Poor is in New-Hampfliire for the purpofe, — general 
Heath in Maffachufetts-Bay, with the brigadiers Nixon, Glo- 
ver and Patterfon, — general Vainum in Rhode-Ifland, anJ'* 
general Parfons in Conneflicut. Generals Spencer and Ar- 
nold too have been defired to attend to the bufinefs. To thefe 
gentlemen I have wrote repeatedly in the mod preffing terms 
upon the fubjeft, and I have no reafon to doubt but every 
exertion on their part has been employed to promote the end. 
The delay of thofe vvho have enliftcd has arifen from the'late 
period when they engaged, and from their being inoculated 
iince, which could not be difpenfed with, without fubjecting 
them to the calamities and ravage of the fmall-pox in the na- 
tural way. 

At three o'clock this morning I received a letter from ge- 
neral M*Dougal Inclofing three from colonel Huntington, 
^top cs of die whole of which I have tranfmitted. By thcfcf 

8 vou 
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you will perceive die impreffion which a part of general 
Howe's army has made into Connediicut, and the profped 
they had of deftroying fuch of our ftores as were depofited ill 
Danbury, which unfortunately were but too large and con- 
fiderable, if tlie event has taken place. A circumftaace, per* 
haps more to be regretted, is that the enemy marched diroQ|^ 
a ftrong and rpugh country, and were near that place» widi- 
out the fmalleft oppofition. I have no other information U]^ 
on the fubje6i than what thefe papers contain : but we have 
little ground to expeA that they have not accompIiChed their: 
purpofe. Further intelligence will be probably received to- 
day or to-morrow, when I (hall be happy to hear diat they 
have paid for their entcrprife. Of this, I confefs however, 
I am not very fanguine In my expectations. 

This poft had been confidered as a proper depofitory for 
(lores, by gentlemen acquaiilted with it ; and its fecurity not 
thought queftionable whilft troops were pa(&ng through it. 
I had alfo direded that as many of tlie draught in Connedici|t 
as the place was capable of accommodating, (hould be collect- 
ed there and inoculated, to anfwer the purpofe of a guard|^ 
hoping, by the time of their recovery, that tlie fituation of the 
army would be fuch as to admit a Arong one to be fta« 
tioned there and continued : but, unhappily for us, fuch lan- 
guor andfupinenefs prevails everywhere, that we feem una- 
ble to eScCX any point we wifh, though never fo important 
and interefting. So early as the fixth of March, I wrote to 
govemor Trumbull, earneftly requefting two tiioufand mili-^ 
tia to be fent to general M'Dougal to be employed at Peeks- 
kill and on the communication in Weft-Chefter county for. 
(ix weeks. With this requifition he moft readily complied 
lofar as his orders were neceffary, aiid (I am certain) his in- 
fluence would extend. This I have repeated, and this fup- 
ply he has exerted himfelf to furnifh : yet fo inefFediual have 
his endeavors been, that not more than eight hundred had 
come out, by general M^Dougal's return on the feveoteenth 
inftant i xwx did he exped more, frcm the accounts he had. 

In 
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7n a wordy fir, no expedient or pains have been un-attempted 
by -me to bring on troops, and to keep our affairs on a fa-* 
vorable footing, 

I would again mention the cafe of our prifoners with the 
enemy, and pray that the fecret committee would fend to Mr. 
Boudinot fupplies of money for them as early as poffible^ 
'iTiey are in great diftrefs, and many officers have lately ef- 
caped, contrary to the tenor of their parole ; fdme of whom 
are now here, urging that neceffity compelled them to the 
-liieafure-— rl hav^ the honor to be, &c, G. W. 



Morrifiown^ April 30, 1777, half after 8 0^ clocks P. Af: 
Sir, 

I HAVE been waiting with much anxiety to hear 
the refultof the expedition againft Danbury, which I nevelf 
was informed of till this minute. The inclofed copy of a 
letter from general M*Dougal, and of feveral others^ which 
he tranfmitted, will give Congrefs all the intelligence 1 have 
- upon thd fubjedl. I have only to add and to lament that thi^ 
enterprife has been attended with but too much fuccefs on the 
part of the enemy- ---I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Aforrijl^fwhf May ^, 11*1 j, 

I WAS yefterday honored with your letter of the 
^xventy-ninth ultimo, inclofmg fundry refolves. — Agreeable 
^^o the dire£lion$ of Congrefs, I have written to the ftates of 
I^ew-Hampftiire and Maflachufetts, and urged them to com- 
pel ete and forward their troops deftined for Ticonderoga, with 
^-Xl poflible expedition. The brigadiers gone there for the 
t^'i-efent are Fermoy, Poor, PaKerfon, and Learned. Nixon 
^-Tid Glover were alfo intended for that pofl under my firft 
5^1 an, which was, that all the regiments, to be raifed in thofe 

ftates by the refolve in September, fliould compofe that army. 

^ut haying by the advice of my ofEccrs direfted the route of 
V^L.II. F eight 
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eight regiments from the latter to Peek (kill, to wait till the 
defigns of general Howe were unfolded, thefe two officei^ 
were to follow ihetn, — I did not particularife the brigadiers 
who were to go firft, or the regimenta ; but left the matter 
to major-general Heath, who was inftrudJed in genoral termr 
to purfue fuch meafures as feeined mod: likely to prooaoto. 
the fervice. 

The colonels appointed to the New-Hampfliire regimcDti 
I never knew. Thofe ordered to Ticonderoga from M^J&t^ 
chufetts by general Heath, and who I prefume have naarcb* 
cd, were Bailey, Weflbn, Jackfon, Marfhall, Brewer, Brad- 
ford, and Francis. What proportions of their regimenCt , 
have marched, I cannot afccrtain : but I am pi^ffuadied thej 
were detached as faft as they were raifed, and circun>ila<ice8 
would admit. Francis's, the firft of April, was returned five . 
hundred ftrong ; and, by a letter from colonel MarfliaU about 
the fifteenth of laft month, he expeded to march in a day or 
two with the laft divifion of his regiment that, was ready» 
which would make about four hundred, including thofe who 
had gone. The remainder (about fixty) were to follow 
with the proper officers a^ foon as they were fit,— they hav* 
ing been inoculated. 

I have written to generals M'Dougal and Clinton to hare 
the provifion removed from Derby, &c, and direfled that 
they (hould point out proper places for its reception in Ul* 
fter ; alfo that fmall works and guards of militia will bcef- 
fcntial for its protedion. * * * 

The damage we fuftained at Danbury, nor the enemy's 
lofs, have not been tranfmittcd with any accuracy : but» 
from tlie lateft accounts from thence, the former was not f^ 
great, and the latter more confiderable, tiian was apprehend^ 
cd at firft. 

I congratulate Congrefs upon the fortunate arrival of tf^* 
Amphltrite witli military and ordnance ftores : — it is ^^ 
important event. That of the French fhip at Bofton, and ^^ 
ihe floop from Martinique, added to the capture of the t}^^ 

provili^^' 
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proviGon ihips, are to be regarded a$ interefiing too. 1 would 
here take the liberty to mention that I think all the military and 
ordnance ftores ihoilld be moved without a moment's delay to 
Spring^dd or fome interior part of the colmtry* Springfield 
fiiould be the place, becaufe the elaboratory is there, and they 
will be more convenient to ufe as exigencies require. In 
their prefent iituation their fecurity is queftionable ; and, if 
an attack fhould be made in the eaftem quarter, their lofs is 
much to be apprehended. Before I quit this fubjevSt^ I would 
beg leave to obfcrve al(b that the difpofal and direi^ion of 
military iVores fhould be only with one body or with one 
pcrfon* At prefent this power is exercifed through fo many 
channels, that much confiifion is introduced ; and it cannot 
be avoided : nor will it be poffible that matters in this line ' 
Ihould be condu<Sled with any degree of propriety, unlefs 
Congrefs come into fome regulations rcfpcfting them. The 
inclofed extraft of a letter from general Heath will prove the 
expediency. Many other inftances might be mentioned^ 
were it neceflary. 

The defertions from our army of late have been very con- 
£derable. General Howe's proclamation, and the bounty 
allowed to thofe who carry in their arms^ have had an unhap-- 
py influence on too many of the foldiery ; in a particular 
manner on thofe who are not natives. * * * 

I could wifli fome means could be devifed to caufe more 
frequent de&rtions of Ithe enem/s^ troops. Congrefs may 
diink of fome expedient : a larger bounty might have fome 
eflFeS, and money to the foreigners in lieu of land. The 
bounty, given by general Howe to thofe who carry in arms, 
is'fixteen dollars as we are told, though his proclamation only 
exprcfles that they fhall have the full value. To the inhabit- 
ants who will take up arms and join him, he promifcs land. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



F z Sir, 
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Sir, Morrtftowtif May 5, 1-jyf. 

I WAS this morning honored with yout letter of the 
tTiird inftant, with its inclofures* — General Arnold's promo* 
tion gives me much plcafurc. He had certainly difcovered, 
in every inftance where he has had an opportunity, much 
bravery, aftivity, and enterprife* Btit what will be done 
about his rank ? — he will not aft fnoft probstWy uiider thofc 
he commanded but a few weeks ago. 

I trufl: the appoint*ment of Mn Ludwick a$ fuperintttdant 
of bakers will have the falutary cohfequences you mention : 
I have been long aflured that many abufes have been cooh 
mitted for want of fome proper regulations in that depart- 
ment. 

By major Troop, one of general Gates^s aides^ and Virto 
left Albany on tuefday laft, I am informed the accounts of 
general Carlcton*s approach towards Ticonderoga were pre- 
mature. He fays general Gates received a letter before he 
came aiway, from brigadier-general Wayne, of the twenty- 
fourth ultimo, in which he mentioned nothing of it ;— that 
three thoufand troops had arrived there, all in high fpifits 
and health, except nine ; — and that that poft could never be 
carried without the lofs of much blood. The proceedings of 
Congrefs and your letter of the twenty-ninth ultimo were the 
firft and only information I had of Mr. Garleton's being oa 
the lake, having heard nothing upon the fubjefl from gene- 
ral Gates or any other perfon. 

In my laft I mentioned that fixteen dollars bounty wet^ 
given by general Howe to deferters with arms. I have re3.— 
fon to believe from information received fince, and whicl* 
fcenis to be generally credited, that he has advanced the boui^"" 
ty to twenty-four dollars. 

• It IK much to be wirtied that our printers were more difcr^^^ 
in many of their publications. We fee, almoft in every pap^* ^* 
proclamations or accounts tranfmitted by the enemy, of ^*^ 
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is^urious nature. If fome hint or caution could be given 
ihtm on the fubje6l, it might be of material fervice. 

By a perfon who has juft airriyed here, it is reported that 
general Woofter is dead of hisr wounds. 

I would mention to Congrefs that in a day or two ouf 
militajy cheft will be exhaufted. I beg that a fupply may 
be forwarded as foon as poilible : if there ihould be a failure, 
nv^ ihall have many things to apprehend. 

I have thelionor to Be, &c. G. W. 

I have inclofed a lift of ftores loft at Danbury. You will 
alfo receive a New-York paper, by which you • will fee the 
enemy's account of that affair, and how little they have re- 
garded a true ftate. We are told certainly they had forty- 
icven men killed : and, from the accounts that have been re- 
ceived, I think it may be fairly concluded that their lofs was 
much more confiderable than they make it. 



Sir, ' Morrijlawn^ May 9, 1777. 

THIS will be delivered you by colonel Conway, 
an Irifh gentleman in the fervice of France, who cape paf- 
fenger in the Amphitrite, and was introduced to me yefter- 
day by a letter from Mr. Deane and one from general Heath, 
copies of which are tranfmitted. 

This gentleman waits on Congrefs to obtain an appoint- 
ment in the army of the ftates, and, from Mr. Deane's re- 
commendation, is an oflScer of merit. He fays no particular 
command was agreed on between him and Mr. Deane ; nor 
does he wifh otherwife than that Congrefs fhould exercife 
their own difcretion ; at the fame time he obferves that it will 
be niortifyitig to him to hold a rank under that of meffieurs 
De Fermoy and De Borre, who were inferior officers i 1 
their own fervice, and fubjetSt to his command. — He can 
give the character of feveral of the officers who were paffcn- 
gers with him. 

I cannot pretend to fpcak of colonel Conway's merits or 
/ . F 3 abilities, 
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abilities, of my own knowledge, having had but little oppbttu- 
nity to be acquainted with him. From what I can difcovcr, hb 
appears to be a man of candor : and if he has been in fervicc 
as long as he fays he has, I ihould fuppofe him infinitely better 
qualified to ferve us, than many who have been promoted,, 
as he fpeaks our language. He feems extremely anxious to- 
return to camp, as the campaign may be exped^ed to become 
adlive every day ; and wiflies Congrefs to determine what- 
ever command they may think proper to honor him with, as 
foon as they iball think it expedient. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Morrijlovoriy May 9, 1777; 

THE inclofcd is copy of a letter which was hand- 
ed to me by monfieur Mohin de la Balme, from Silas Deanc,^ 
efquire. For a more particular account of his merit and 
fervices, I muft refer you to himfelf. I have founded hinv 
as to his expectations, and find that nothing under a lieU' 
tenant-colonelcy of horfe will content him. If you fliould, 
iirom his own account, or from what you can collefl: from 
others, think- proper to confer this rank upon him, there is no 
vacancy in any other corps except that of colonel Sheldon. 

I am afraid we fliall never be able to find places vacant, 
equal to the expeftations of the French gentlemen who are 
now here, much lefs for thofe that will follow. The high 
rank conferred upon thofe who firfl: came over, many of 
whom had no prctcnlions either from their fervices or me- 
rit, has naturally raifed the expcftations of thofe who come 
properly recommended, to fuch a pitch, that I know not 
what will fatisfy them. Indeed it is not to be imagined 
^!iut a ge4itleman and an old foldicr can fubniit to be com- 
manded by a perfon in this country, whom he remembers 
to have been his,Tnferior in France. I know not how we 
can .'•emedy this evil, or put a flop to the growth of it, but 

by 
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fcy being very circumfpeft for the future, on whom we confer 
rank above that of a fubaltern. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Morrijiown^ Alay 10, 1777. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the 
fifth inftant, nothing material has occurred. 

Inclofed you will be pleafed to receive a general return of 
our forces in Jerfey, the fixth inftant, which is the firft I 
have been able to obtain with any degree of accuracy. 

I have not heard from general De Haas fince his promo- 
tion. As foon as I was informed of it, I wrote and requeft- 
cd him to repair to camp : but, having received no arifwer, XT 
am apprehenflve my letter mifcarried. I wifli Congrefs to 
give him notice of his appointment, and diredlions to join 
the army, if he accepts his commiffion and is not prevented 
by indifpofition. 

Tnrough the board of war I have been favored with a 
copy of general Gates^s letter of the twenty-ninth ultimo. 
Hudfon's-rivcr and the paffes in the Highlands I always con- 
fidered as objcfts of great importance, and accordingly hav« 
provided for their fecurity in the beft manner my judgment 
could direcSl, and the circumftances of the army admit. If they 
are lefs fecure than we wifh them to be, it is owing to our 
inability and not to inattention. I have written to general 
M'Dougal, and will do it again, to employ much of his care 
\ipon this fubjedl. War, in theory, and the modes of de- 
fence, are obvious and eafy; but, in pradlice, tliey ar« 
more diflBcult. Unhappily for us, the means in our power 
do not always accord with our wiflies or what would be our 
intereft to purfue. 

As yet none of the eaftern troops have pafled the North* 
river, except two fmall detachments from Coniie6licut and 
Rhode -Ifland, amounting to about two hundred and feventy, 
■which miffed my orders till they had got oven Tliefe I Tiiall 

F 4 fend 
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fend back after we are more reinforced, imlefs the movdv'' 
tn^nts of the enemy in this quarter make their detention ne- ' 
cpffary. The reft of the eaftern troops which have marcbe4 
(except the feven regiments from Maffachufetts and three 
from New-Hampfhire, ordered immediately to Ticondero- 
ga) are at and on their way to Peeklkill, as mentioned in my 
letter of the third, — where they are to remain with all the 
York troops except Vanfchaick?s and Ganfpvport's now at 
the northward, till general Howe's defigns and intended oper* 
ations are better underftopd. This difpofition appearing to 
me and my general officers the beft that coidd be made in 
our ftate of uncertainty, was adopted. The two troops of 
hoife, recommended by Congrefs to be fcnt to general Gates, 
fhall go as foon a$ circumAances will admit. At prefent we have 
not more than are conftamly employed at the different pofis. 

General Heath, in a letter of the thirtieth ultimo, m^ntion^ 
)hat the military cheft ^t the eaft ward is exhaufted, and that 
a fupply will be wanted much to defray the e^tpenfes which 
will arife on the removal of the military and ordnance ftores 
to Springfield. He fays Mr. Hancock was to write upon 
ihe fubjed, aiid requ^fled I would alfo ^mention it to Gon- 
grefs in my firft letter.^ 

Accounts have been frequently exhibited of late by the of- 
ficers, refpeding fubfiftence whifll recruiting and 'on their 
march. As I do not recoUeft the provifion Congrefs have 
made in fuch cafes, I wifti to be informed, and to be favor** 
ed with a copy of their feveral refolvqs upon the fubje6l. 

A confideration of the return tranfmitted, and of the fc* 
veral detachments that have joined, and which forn) it, will 
ihcw Congrefs what our fituation has beei;. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G- W, 



Sir, Mornjlowny May 12, 1777, 

THIS will be delivered you by general Arnold who 

arrived licre to-day in hi? way tp Philadelphia. He feems 
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fto be an^Kipus to fettte his public accounts which are of ccn-^ 
fiderable amount^ and waits on Congrefs, hoping they will 
appoint a coipmit^e of their body, or of fuch gentlemen as 
they fliall judge proper, to take the matter into conftderation. 
This he confiders the more neceflary, as he has heard fome 
reports have been propagated, injurious to his charasSter as a 
man of integrity. If any fuch afperfions lie againft him, it if 
but reafonable thajt he ihp^ld )^ave an opportunity of vindi** 
jcating himfelf and evincing his innocence* 

I find he does not confider the promotion Congrefs have 
been pleafcd tp confer uppn him fufficicnt to obviate the negle^ 
arifing from their haying omitted, him in their late appoints 
^ents of major-generals. He pbferves it does not give him 
the rank he had a claim to from fenjority in the line of bri« 
gadiers, and that he is fubjeft to be commanded by thofe 
who had been inferior to him. He farther adds, that Con- 
grefs, in their laft refolve refpeding him, have acknowledg- 
ed him competent to the ftation of major-general, and there- 
fore have done away every objection implied by their former 
pmiffion. Thefe confiderations are not without their weight, 
though I pretend not to judge vc^hat motives may have influence4 
thecondu£i of Congrefs upon this occallon. It is needlefs to fay- 
any thing of this gentleman's military character : it is uni- 
verfally known that he has always diftinguiflied himfelf as a 
judicious, brave officer, of great adlivity, enterprife and 
perfeyerance.— -I have the hopor to be, &c. Gf W» • 



gll^, MornJirJjn^ May 12, 1777. 

I WAS thjs morning honored with your letter of the 
Jeiith inftant, accompanied by the proceedings of Congrefe 
of the day before. 

The condu£l of top many officers in withholding the pay 
of their foldiers, I am perl'uaded, is reprehenfible, and has 
been the caufe of uneafinefs and of many defertions. Every 
pgafure ip my powef will be ejierted to prevent fuch aburey 

in 
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in future, and every aid given to punifh the offenders in an 
exemplary manner. But Congrefs will excufe me when I 
tell them it will be impoflible to comply with their recoin« 
mendation upon this fubjeft, unlefs the general o£Bcers 
withdraw their attention from matters of the utmoft impor- 
tance, and fuch as require their conftant care. Were diis 
not die cafe, the difperfed fituation of the officers at this time 
through the different ftates on the recruiting fervice would 
prohibit the inquiry. Nor do I apprehend the regulations 
empowering and enjoining the regimental paymaflei-s to bring 
them to an account will be found competent to the end. Such 
officers will be proper to flate the accounts in the firft in- 
fiance, and to receive vouchers, &c, but will not do to fettle 
them finally, as their connexions with the regiments will fub- 
je£l them much to the influence of the officers. 

I fliould fuppofe, if two or three gentlemen of integrity, 
and of ability in accounts, were appointed auditors to attend 
the army till the buiinefs is tiniihed, it would be the bcft ex- 
pedient that could be fallen on. They would be a check on 
the paymafters, and, I am perfuaded, will be the means of 
the accounts being fairly and juftly liquidated. If a fettle- 
ment can be once obtained, I truft the fame confufion will 
never take place again, as the paymafters will receive and pay 
all money due to the regiments, and account for it, and as 
the army is on a more permanent footing than it ever was 
before : for this, like moft other inconveniences and diffi- 
culties which we have experienced, is to be imputed in.a 
great meafure to fliort enliftmcnts and the frequent diflblu- 
tion of our troops. 

A I'eturn of the army in Jerfey, as late as the lixth inftant, 
I tranfmitted yefterday morning in a letter by Mr. Randolph 
of Chefnut-flreet, which you will probably receive to-day* 
and from which Congrefs will be able to determine the expe — 
diency of calling out the militia from Delaware and Pennfyl — 
vania. Though it gives me pi in that we ihould be under th.^^ 
neceffity of recurring to fuch a meafure, yet 1 fhould fuj^^i 
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pofe it to be advifable. Our army is weak, and by no 
means equal to that of the enemy ; and, till their defigns arc 
known and we arc more reinforced with regular troops, we 
fhonld be prepared in the bcft manner we can. I would ob- 
ferve, if the militia are calkd out, it ihould be for a fixed 
determinate time: for, though they will certainly return 
when that expires, yet that is more tolerable than for them- 
to go off in parties every day as their whim and caprice fug- 
ged, — which has always been the cafe when the time was not 
fiated. I would alfo obferve, if it Is pofnble, they ihould . 
be engaged to march out of their ftates if ordered. If their* 
fervice islocated, they will move with great rcluftance, if 
they do at all. 

On faturday a fmart Ikirmlfli happened with a detachment 
of our troops who attacked a , number of the enemy near 
Pifcatawa, in which our men behaved well, and obliged the 
enemy to give way twice (as reported to me) with lofs. The 
enemy receiving a ftrong reinforcement, our people retreated 
to their poft. — I cannot give the particulars, as they have not 
been fufficiently afcertained. Their piquets were alfo attack- 
ed yefterday by fome of our parties from Boundbrook, and 
forced within their Hncs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G.- W. 



Sir, Morrlftowrij May 16, 1777, 

YOUR letter of the fifteenth I had the honor to receive 
lafl night at eleven o'clock. — The commifTion inclofed for 
roonfieur Armand I {hall deliver him as foon as I fee him.-— - 
Agreeable to your requeft, I will give commifTions to the 
brigadiers, and will afcertain their rank by their original 
commiflions when I obtain them. — The inquiry direded, re- 
fpefting major Campbell, fball be made, and that be dom^ 
which fhall appear right. 

I fear it will be hardly poffible to fatisfy the views and ' 
claims of fome of the French gentlemen. The late promow 
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tion of monfietir Malmady, though highly honorable, an4 
fuch as fhould be confidered fully if not more dian adequate 
|o his pretenfions taken upon any principle, does not come' 
up to his demands. He arrived here yefterday morning, and * 
has been writing to me upon the fubjeft. From the liigh 
n^arks of diilinftion but too readily conferred upon thefe men 
ip many inftances, they feem to have loft fight of what is 
juft and reafonable. It would have been happy for us, parr 
ticularly for me and for the' gentlemen themfelvcs, if a toa 
cafy grant of favors had not induced them to contemn al) 
rank in our army under that of neld-officers r^*— nor is it ia 
my power to give commands to every appointment, I fhdj 
inform monfieur Armand (and reconcile him to it in the beft • 
manner I can) that there is no vacancy for him at prefent : 
and I would beg leave to fuggeft, that, where promotions^ 
are made in future from political and honorary motives, ic 
would be well for Congrefs to ejf plain to the gentlemen that 
it may be fome time before they can be put in adlual com- 
mand. -This might prevent their entertaining fufpicions of 
neglcft on my part, which the fituation of the army will not 
allow me to obviate. There is no vacancy for monfieur 
Malm ad y, of the rank he now holds, unlefs the merits of 
many other officers, who have ferved with reputaiion and 
much longer here, are to be overlooked to make way for 
him, — Such a meafure will neither be prafticable,.nor pru- 
dent to attempt. 

By a letter from general Heard who is at Pompton, I am 
informed that colonels Barton and Bufkirk with three IiuUt 
dred tpry levies from Bergen, on the morning of tlie thir^ 
tpenth, attempted to furprifc and cut off about feventy of hi? 
militia ftationcd at Pyramus. The officer happily had no- 
tice of their dcfign, and eluded it by moving his pod. It 
happened that ihc morning was foggy ; and the enemy enter- 
ing at different places, their parties engaged. General Hear4 
fays their lofs could not be afcertaiued : but, from the report^ 

; of 



OFFICIAL LETTERS- yjr 

of the inhabitants, ten of their men were killed and carried 
away at one time, and feveral wounded* 
- 1 have the hopor to be,. &c. . G. W. 



SiRf MorrtftovJity May 21, I777, 

INCLOSED I have the honor to tranfmit you a 
general return of the forces in Jerfey. It it regirnenlally di- 
gefted, and will (hew the ftrength of each corps. I fhould 
not have lent it fo particularly made out, had I not conceiv- 
ed the conveyance by which it goes from hence entirely fe- 
cnrc.— I have nothing material to add refpedJing the enemy* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I need not fuggeft to Congrefs the neceffity of keep- 
ing oul" numbers concealed from the knowledge of the public. 
l^othing but a good face and falfe appearances has enabled 
lis hitherto to deceive the enemy refpedling our ftrength. 



SlUy V Morriftown^ May 24, 177711 

I BEG leave to inform Congrefs, that, immediately 
after the receipt of their refolve of the twenty-fixth of March, 
recommending the office of adjutant-general to be tilled by thfe 
appointment of a perfon of abilities and unfufpedled attachment 
to our caufe, I wrote to colonel Timothy Pickering of Salem, 
offering him the poft in the firft inftance, and tranimitting 
^t the fame time a letter for colonel William Lee whom 
Congrefs had been pleafed to mention, to be delivered him 
in cafe my offer could not be accepted. This condudl, 
in preference of colonel Pickering, I was induced to adopt 
from the high charadler I had of him, both as a great mili- 
tary gemus cultivated by an induftrious attention to the 
ftudy of war, and as a gentleman of liberal educution, dif- 
tinguiihed zeal, and great method and aflivity in bufinefs. 
This charadter of him I had from gentlemen of diftindlion 
and merit, and on whofe judgment I could rely. 

Whea 
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When my letter reached colonel Pickering, at firft tlcrvT 
ke thought his fituation m refpeS to public affairs vc^oulil 
not permit him to accept the poft. That for colonel JLcse 
he fent immediately to him, who, in confequcncc of it, re-' 
paired to head-quarters* By colonel Lee I received a letter 
jfrom colonel Pickerings ftating more particularly the. cadfeai 
which prevented him accepting the office when it was ofFcr- 
cd, and affuring me that be would in a liule time acconimo-> 
elate his affairs in fuch a manner as to come into any mw 
litary poft in which he might be ferviceable, and thought 
equal to. 

Here I am to mark with peculiat fatisfa£tion, in jtifticc to 
colonel Lee who has defervedly acquired the reputation of a 
good officer, that he exprefled a diftruft of bis abilities to fill 
Ae appointment intended for him ; and, on hearing that colo« 
nel Pickering would accept it, he not only offered but wifhed 
to relinquilh his claim to it in favor of him, whom h« declar-* 
ed he confidered, from a very intimate and friendly acquaint-* 
ance, as a firft military charafter; and that he knew no gen- 
tleman better or fo well qualified for the poft among us,— 
Matters being thus circumftanced, and colonel Lee pleafed 
with the command he was in, T wrote to colonel Pickering 
on his return, who accepted the office, and is daily ex- 
pcfted. 

In this bufinefs I beg Congrefs to be aflTured, though colo* 
nel Lee was poftponed in the firft inftance, their recom- 
mendation had its due weight; and that no motive, other 
than a regard to the fervice, induced me to prefer colonel 
Pickering. His acknowledged abilities and equal zeal, — 
without derogating from the merits of co.onel Lee ^ho 
holds a high place in my efteem, — gave him a preference i 
and I flatter myfelf the caufe will be promoted in his ap- 
pointment, efpecially as we ftiall iiave two good officers in 
lieu of one, who, I am perfuadcd, will do honor to them- 
felves in the line in which they move. 

Confidcring the paflTcs through the Highlands of the ut- 

xnoil 
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nK)ft importance to fecure^ I fent generals Greene and Knoi^ 
about a fortnight ago to fee what had been done for their 
defence, and to confult with the general oflRcers they Ihould 
.meet, upon fuch further meafures a,s might be deemed necef- 
fary for their greater fafety* The inclofcd^ copy of their rc-> 
port will fully convey their fentiments upon the fubje<S ; to 
which I beg leave to refer Congrefs. — I have fent general 
Putnam to command in that quarter, and have indrudled 
him to ufc every poflible means in his power for expediting 
and effedling the works and ob(lru<Siions mentioned in the 
report. Fearing that the cables might not be procured in timc^ 
1 have dire£led his particular and immediate attention to fix- 
ing the boom* However, as the cables would render that 
more fecure, and will be extremely fcrviceablc in the opinion 
©f the officers, — if they are to be had in Philadelphia, I 
would advife Congrefs to order them to be purchafed and 
forwarded without lofs of time : — they cannot be got elfe- 
where. They muft be proportioned to the width of the 
river, which is about £ve hundred and forty yards ; and, as 
they will be of moft ufe if diagonally laid, the gentlemen 
diink they (hould not be lefs than four hundred and fifty fa- 
thoms long, and of the largeft fize that can be had. Unlefs 
they are large and fubftantial, they will anfwer no purpofe, 
and will not fuftain their weight when ftretched. 

1 fhould be glad to know whether it be the intention of 
Congrefs that one of the already-appointed general officers may 
be aiSgned to the command of the light-horfe, or whether 
they have in contemplation the appointing of one for this 
purpofe : — if the firft, I fliall immediately name one to that 
duty ;— if the fecond, they will be pleafed to chufe one, as it 
is time wc fljould have our arrangements complete. 

1 have nothing of importance to communicate, unlefs it is 
that feventeen fhips are faid to have arrived at New-York 
on the twenty-fecond, and that others. were in the offings 
A report has alfo prevailed^ and has come through two or 
three channels, that governor Tryon (that was) is dead of the 
wound lie received in the Danbuiry expedition : and oi^e ac- 
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count Is that lieutenant-colotiel Walcot fell in the engag** 
ment at Ridgefield. I do not know how fer the h&s are 
to be depended on : — it feems certain that Mr* Try6a w»* 
wounded. — f have the honor to^ be, &:c. G. W. 

P. S. As I do not knpw what particular purpofes Con* 
grefs had in view when they ordered colonel Harrifon's n^ 
giment of artillery to be raifed, I do not think myfclf at li- 
berty to give any difeflions about it : but if they hay^e no 
certain employment for it in view, I could wiih them to order 
the whole, or fuch part of it as they fhall jtidge proper, to join 
this army, as we are in groat want of more artillery-meii 
than wc have. — It will not be neceffary that the artillery 
/hould corner 



Sir, MorrlJIswH^ May i8, lyyf- 

THE inclofed IS a copy of a letter received yefterdAy 
from general Howe. Congrefs will perceive, by referring to 
the copy of his letter of the twenty -firfl: of April tranfmittcd 
in mine of the twcnty-fixth^ that he perfevered in his dem'^nd 
for an equal number of prifoners to be returned for thofe 
fent out by him ; which has been the fubjeft of controverfy 
between us. As general Howe has called upon me again 
for my final decilion upon the lubjcdl, and Congrefs are 
fully pofTcfied of it, having received tranfcripts of every 
paper refpefling it, — I wiflb them to take the matter under 
tlieir earliefl: confideration, and to inform me as foon as they 
can, whether the grounds on which it has been condu6led by 
nie arc agreeable to their ideas, and whether my objeftions 
arc or arc not to be departed from. The aflFair is particularly 
ftated in my letter of the ninth ultimo to, general Howe, in 
anfwer to the paper atldrciTed to me by lieutenant-colonel 
Walcot ; copies of which were inclofed in my letter to the 
prclidcnt on the tenth of tlic fame month. The difpute, fo 
far as general Lcc is concerned, refts at prefent on their de- 
chriiig him exchangeable, as other prifoners are, on the 
piinciple of equality of rank ; to enfure which, or his fafely, 
7 lieutenant- 
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lieufferiant-colonel Campbell and the HefEan field-officers are 
detained. The other obje£lion to returning their prifoners is, 
that a great pro{)ortion of thofe fent dut by them were not fit 
fubjefts of exchange when releafed, and were made fo bf 
the feverity of their treatment and confinement^ and ithere-> 
fore a dedu<ftion fhould be made from the lift. 

Good faith feems to require that we fliould return as many 
of theirs at leaft as we received efFecStives from them, — I meaii 
fUdh as Could be confidered capable of being exchanged ; and 
perhaps found policy, that the agreement fubfifting for ex«* 
changes fhould continue^ On the other hand it may be faid 
that our prifoners in general, in the enemy's hands at prefent, 
will have greater fecurity by our retaining them, and that ge-» 
neral Howe will be lefs apt to relinquifh any part of his claim* 
the more the number in our hands is diminilhed by an ex* 
change. 

Icoftfcfs I am under great difficulty in this bufmefs; Bat 
what is more particularly the caufe of this application is the 
latter part of the firft paragraph of the inclofed copy ^^^^^and 
for yt>uf deter mlnatioH refpe^ing the prifoners now here^ that 
J may make my arrangements accordingly*^* — This is couched 
in terftis of great ambiguity ; and I am really at a lofs what 
interpretation to give it, — whether he intends that his con- 
duct refpediing them (hall be as I advife-«'(this appears more 
favorable than can well be expected}, — or that, if the previ* 
ous demand is not anfwered in a fatisfaftory manner, he 
ihall confider them on a different footing from that on which 
our former prifoners wercj and the agreement totally diA* 
folved. We arc told government offered the prifoners they 
took to the India company, and they have procured an a£l 
difpenfing with tliat of the habeas-corpus in particular 
cafes of perfons fuppofed inimical to them, &c* How far 
they or their commanders may adopt thefc meafurcs, remains 
to be known : — I have only mentioned them as they refpcft 
the general fubjcdl of my letter* 

Notwithftanding my recommendation agreeable to what I 

Vol. II. G conceived 
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conceived to be the fenfe of Congrefs, lieutenant-colone 
Campbeirs treatment continues to be fuch as cannot be juf- 
tif>.ed either on the principles of geneiofity, or &ri£t retalia- 
tion ; as I have authentic information, and I doubt not you will 
have the fair.e, that general Lee's iituation is far from being 
rigorous or uncomfortable : — except his not being permit* 
ted to go at large on parole, he has reafon to be content 
with every other circumftunce of his treatment, 

I am juft moving to Boundbrook, from whence I re- 
turned yeftcrday morning. Oil monday morning a body 
of tlie enemy advanced near that poft. They retreated, on 
feeing a detachment march to meet them. There was fomc 
firing at long (hot, but without any great damage. We had 
only three men flightly wounded. What their lofs was, I 
know not : tliree of their light-horfe were killed. — By advices 
from the eaftv^ard, the troops are coming from Rhode- Ifland. 

I have the Iionor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Hcad-Quartersy Middlebrooky May 29, 1777. 

I THIS morning had the honor of your letter of the 
twenty-feventh, with its inclofures.— I fhall pay the ftri£ieft 
attention to the refolutions tranfmitted me ; however, I am 
not without apprehcnlions that the regulation lately adopted, 
refpedling chaplains, will not anfwer. Irecolleft, when one 
was afligncd in the courfe of laft year to two regiments, the 
prevailing opinion was, — and that founded on a variety ofrea- 
fons, — .that it would not do ; and the old mode of appoint- 
ment was introduced again. 

General Schuyler's propofal for raifing one or two troops 
of horfe, I think a good one. I intended to write to hira 
upon the fuhjeft before the receipt of your favbr, and fhall 
do it by the firft opportunity. 

I arrived here yefterday evening : nothing of importance 
has occurred fince ; and I have nothing further to add, than 
tliat I have the.honor to be, &c. Q. W. 
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Sir, Head-Quarters^ Middlehrook Camp^ May 31, 1777. 
SINCE I did myfelf the honor to write to you the 
twenty-ninth, I have received the inclofed intelligence. As 
It comes from a perfon of veracity, and one who is much in 
the confidence of the enemy, I have no doubt as to the fadl 
of the two brigades having come over from New- York to 
Ambpy, and alfo that a number of waggons have been 
brought from Staten and Long-Ifland. Thefe accounts arc 
corroborated by information of the fame kind from feveral 
different quarters. But I do not place fo much dependence 
upon the account of the intended attack upon this place, be- 
caufe I think, if fuch a matter was really in agitation, it 
would be kept a profound fecret : I rather am of opinion that 
It is thrown out to deceive. But at any rate, taking it for 
granted that they are affembling their troops and' carriages, 
what can they have in view but a move, either immediately^ 
or when their reinforcement (if they get any) arrives ? and 
if they do move, I can fee no other object but Philadelphia. 
It is true they have feemed for fome time paft to have laid a- 
fide all thoughts of attempting that city by land : but if they 
had only the attacking this army in contemplation, they would 
never encumber themfelves with a large train of waggons, 
which, if they were fuccefsful, would retard them in their 
purfuit, and, if defeated, would be in danger of falling into 
Dur hands. 

I inclofe you an extradl of a letter which I received from 
general Sullivan. — If the two India fhips which have been 
cut down are gone out to fea, I fhould fuppofe they are in- 
tended for the Delaware, becaufe they are not capable of per- 
forming a rough or long voyage. This, if true, looks as if 
a fudden correfponding move by land was intended; for they 
will never fend their fhips long before their troops. 

Thefe, you will pleafe to obferve, are mere conjeftures 

upon circumftances : for the aftions of the enemy have for 

a long time paft been fo different from appearances, that 1 

G 2 hardly 
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hardly dare to form an opinion. But I would wifh to profif 
()y every piece of intelligence, and be prepared to ward off* 
every danG;cr that threatens. I would therefore recommend 
that the Pennfylvania nlilitia, \Vho are affembled at Bfiftcl 
for thcexprcfs purpofc of guarding rhe river andoppofing the 
paffage of the dilemy, fliould be put undef the command of a 
good general officer, who would fee that they afe kept to 
their duty, and prepated for a fuddcn emergency. Except 
this is done, they may as well be at home. 

I lad night received a letter from general M'Dougal, afi 
extract of which yoti have inclofed. By this it appears that 
a reinforcement is arrived, but whether from Canada orEtf- 
tope, IS uncertain. You will obferve that he Hkewifc men- 
tions, that eight tranfpons with foot, and a fchooncr with 
horfes and hay, had fallen dawn. — We can only form corf- 
jedures at pf efent of the place of their deftination r but if thcjr 
ftand fouthward, Philadelphia is the moft probable place. 

I have the pleafure to communicate a very agreeable piece 
of intelligence which I have received from general Parfons, 
of the deftru£lion of twelve of the enemy's veflels in Sag-har-i 
bor upon the eaft end of Long-Ifland. I give you his letter 
at length, which I think reflects high honor upon the cofl- 
A\i&. and bravery of colonel Meigs, his oflScers, and men. 
I have the honor to be, &c- G. W. 



Sl^, Hcad'QuarUrsy JlTiddlcbrook, May 31, 1777. 

MONSIEUR Coudray is juft ai rived at camp, and pro* 
pofes to fet out to-morrow for Philadelphia. What his 
views arc, I am uncertain^ having had no convcrfation with 
him upon thrr fubjc6l .' l)utL I find an idea prevails that there 
is an agreement between Mr* Deane and him, that he ihaH 
have the chief command of the artillery. How well founded 
this opinion may he, I cannot determine : but if it be true, it 
may involve the moft injurious confequenccs. General 
Kn'jx, who has defervedly acquired the charader of one at' 

tlie 
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the mofl valuable officers in the fervice, and who, combat- 
ing almoft innumerable difficulties in the department he filla, 
has placed the artillery upon a footing that does him the 
greateft honor,— ^he, I am pcrfuaded, would confiderbimfelfin^ 
jured by an appointment fuperceding his command, and would 
not think himfelf at liberty to continue in the fervice. Should 
fuch an event take place in the prefent ftate of things, thera 
would be too much reafon to apprehend a train of ills, fuch 
as might convulfe and unhinge this important department. 

Suppofing monfieur Coudray to have made fuch an agree-r 
ment, the cafe is of great difficulty, and, in my opinion, is 
worthy of the mod delicate confideration of Congrefs. Yet 
may not means be ftill devifed to fatisfy this gentleman by ap- 
pointing him to fome command not derogatory to liispromifed 
rank, and which will be agreeable to him ? From the re- 
commendations we have had of him, I am obliged to efteem 
faim of high cbaraftcr, and of great knowledge in what he 
profefles : and, from this confideration and the manner in 
wiiich he is mentioned to us, it appears that much addrefs and 
^licacy mud be ufed, to conciliate matterjB, 

Many reafons, befides thofe I have noted, might be afr 
iigned for c(^ntinuing general Knox firft in command in this 
department, wWch, on reflexion, will readily occur. I 
ivouldonly obferve, without infmuating the moft diftant fha^ 
dow of diflruft of monficur Coudray's honor, c3ndor> or in*- 
tegrity, that, on the general maxims of prudence and policy, 
it may be queftioned with much propriety whether fo impor-f 
tant a command as that of the artillery fhould be vefted ia 
any but a native, or one attached by tl^ ties of intereft to 
thefe ftates. 

Congrefs wjlj be pleafed to excufe the freedom I have ufed 
upon this occafion, and, I truft, will impute it tp the impor- 
^nce of the fubjeft which gave rife to it> 

J have the hoQor tp be, &c. Q. Wf 
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Sir, Head'Quartcrsy Middlebrook^ June 2, 1777. 

THE inclofed copies of generals Gates and Poor's let- 
ters, which jufl. now came to hand, contain the latcft adyjkxs 
from the northern army. Thefe I thought it proper to traof* 
mit, as I am not authorifed to conclude that general GaM 
had written to Congrefs upon the fubje£): of their caoxsois. 
I wifli our accounts from that quarter may be happy, if Mr. 
Carleton makes an attack.— -The fharoeful de&ciency in all 
our armies affords but too juft grounds for difagreeable apprc- 
hendons : if the quotas affigned the different ftates are not 
immediately filled, we fhall have every thing to fear. Wc 
(hall never be able to refill their force, if the militia are to 
be relied on ; nor do I know whether their aid, feeUe and 
ineffe<flual as it is, is much to be expeded. — Can no expe* 
dients be devifed to complete the regiments, and to roufe our 
Hnthinking countrymen from ilieir lethargy ? — If there cvk 
the lituaticn of our affairs calls loudly for it. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Mr. Boudinot, commiflary-general for prifoners, 
will deliver* this. He goes to Philadelphia on bufinefs rc- 
fpe^Hng his department, and has feveral matters to fettle and 
adjuft with Congrefs, which are eflendal and neccflarjr 
to a regular difcharge of his duty. To him I beg leave to 
refer you upon the fubjeft, and wifli him to have your at- 
tention. 



Sir, HfaJ-QnarterSy AHd^iUbrzzk, Jume 3, l^^1* 

I WOULD take the liberty of audrcflEng a few lie*** 
to Congrefs on a mauer which aprezrs 10 me of importan^:^ 
and which is coRiidexed in the fume iich: bv manv of our ^^' 
tcers, and others nor in the niilit;irY lir.e. — ^Thc fubjefl^ 
al>^ to is the condi;;on cf rcsny perions now widi ^^* 
<::?n*Y*\\h<\ J^iiwled by :hcir arts ;ir.d a mifguided attachme::::^ 
:: -.^L a5e^u:t5, £oi troaa die prctecticn of the ftate^^ 
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to find fecurity with them, and who, in many inftances, are' 
in arms againft us. -> 

It has been fuggefted tlirough various channels, — and fh<* 
fuggeftion feems to be credited, efpcciilly as feme have al- 
ready efcaped, — that many of thefe unhappy people, convin- 
ced of their error and the wicked part they have taken, would 
embrace the earlieft opportunity of leaving the enemy and 
letuming among us, were they fure of being received into 
our friendihip again, and of enjoying their property and the 
rights of citizens. 

This fubjed, in the conCderation of it, ftrikcs me as im- 
portant, interefting, and delicate, — involving many confc- 
qaences worthy of mature deliberation and attention. As 
fuch, — and deeming myfelf incompetent to it, — I think it my 
duty to fubmit it to Congrefs for their difcuflion, to take fuch 
meafures therein as they fhali efVeem necefTary and right. 
. If thefe people, particularly thofe in arms, are ingenuous in 
what has been hinted, and it is their wifti, or that of any 
confiderable part of them, to return, — I fliould fuppofe that 
it would.be expedient, and founded in found policy, to give 
every fuitable alTurance to induce them to come. Such an 
event would be attended with falutary efFedts, would weaken 
the enemy, diftrefs tliem greatly, and would probably have 
a moft happy influence in preventing others from joining 
their arms. . On the other hand, the indulgence may be lia- 
ble to great abufe, fuppofmg it not to be duly guarded : or if 
the cffe£ls produced by it fliould be partial, they will not bQ 
adequate to the ends in view. Yet, as the enemy on theii* 
part are ufing every device they are capable of, to feduce 
both foldiers and citizens from our fervice into theirs, and 
have fuccceded but too well, it is generally thought in the 
military hne that fomething (hould be attempted tooountera£l 
them.* Whether Congrefs will be of the fame fcntiment, 
and, — if they fliould,— what and how extenfive the mode and 
indulgence ought to be, is entirely with them. 

There is one difficulty that occurs to me, fijppofing tlie 
G 4 meafure 
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ipcafiirc to be ado;itcd.-r— What line of difcrimination can be 
drawn upon fucli an occaCon, though circumftances fliouU 
differ and feem to require it r While the poor, deluded, ig- 
Dcrant, duped by artifices and a tboufand caut'cs to lead diem 
Xfrrrmgt have a claim to their country's pardon and indul* 
gencc, there are many of well-informed underftandingi 
who, from their early-avowed hoftile difpoiitions and in* 
yeterate difrcgard of her rights, and thofe who hayc taken 
% double and triple part, cannor have the fame preteniiODs; 
— whofe only view in returning may be to ferve their own 
fordid purpofes, and the better to promote thofe plans they 
have fteadily purfued. 

One thing more I would obfervo, which is, that if Con^ 
grefs judge an adoption of meafures eligible on the fubjeS of 
xny letter, the fooner it is come into, the better, for the moft 
obvious reafons ; and the time allowed for thofe to returo 
who wi(h the indulgence, fliould be fixed at a ibort period, 
—not longer, in my opinion, than till the t ^y of 

t next : otherwjfe they may avail themfelves of the 

circumdance, and wait events to decide their choice. If any 
good confequences are produced, the means can bp renewed 
^nd further extended. 

Congrefs will be plcafed to excufc me for thus freely 
communicating my fentiments, efpecially when I afTure them 
diat they are didated by what I efteem njy duty, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G, W. 

P. S. The more I confider the fubjecSl of my letter, the 
more impprtant and interefling it appears, I am inclined to 
diink, if the meafure propofed ihould be deemed expedient, 
that it will be better that the indulgencies and aflurances 
for their return (hould be communicated thrpugh the me» 
dium of fome fecond, fecrethand, qualified to offer them and 
pegotiate the bufincfs, rather than by an adl of public aur 
thority. Opportunities, I (hould fuppofp, may be found, by 

t Lc/i blank in the original, 

which 



OFFICIAL LETTERS 89 

\irhich they may obtain due information in that way, and 
"Wrhich will not hold out to the enemy the fame caufe of fuf- 
picion and of vigilance to prevent their efcaping. Whatever 
mode ihall be confidered moil advifable, fhould be immedi- 
ately adopted. What time fhould be allowed in the firft 
inftance, I am at a lofs to determine : if the continuance 
is too fhort, there may be danger of their not being ap- 
prifed fo as to get ofF: if it is too long, they'll defer mat- 
ters to the laft, and adl then as circumftances of iutereft 
dictate* — To err in the former will be Icaft injurious* 



Sir* Head-Quarters^ Middlebrooky yune 5, 1777* 

INCLOSED you will receive a copy of a letter 
from general Howe, of this date. You will perceive how^ 
<>xtremely preffing he it for an anfwer to the demands ia 
bis letters of the twenty-firft of April and twcnty-fccond 
ultimo. As I refi^rr^d the coniideration of them to Con<« 
grcfs in mine of the twenty-eighth of May requefting their 
opinion, I entreat that they will not defer giving it, that I 
may return an anfwer. I ftiall impatiently wait their fen*- 
timents, and flatter myfelf I i])all b^vp them by the mod 
fpeedy and early conveyance, 

J have the honor to be, &c. Q, W, 



giR, Head^Quarters^ Afiddlebrooky June 5, 1777- 

I THIS morning had the honor of your letter of the 
fifth with its inclofures. — The refolution of the thirtieth of 
May, refpeding the French gentlemen who came paflen- 
gers in the Amphitrite, reached camp before your letter, 
and has excitpd much uneafinefs in the artillery corps. 
The incjofed popy of a letter from general Knox will 
convey their anxiety upon the fubjed, — which I think it 
neceflary to tranfmit, as well from duty as on account of 
his requeft. 
' The difficulties tipon this occaHon arife from the pecu* 
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liar circumftar.re? of moCt of xhc officers compoGng die ar- 
hilery regi:7;eriTs j.z this riirie. I do no: knovis for my ova 
pfiTT, what cper2:ion Congrefs precifcly meant the refohitioo 
&ould have ; but if the commiffions which thcfe gendemoi 
are to receive ihriuSd give them rank Arono the date of thc^e 
ihey had from the kinj; of France, or from their crmpaA 
with Mr. Deaiie, there are hut few oflBcers now in dte 
zniiiery who wiil not be fuperceded in their commandy 
nnlefs feme method is adopted to prevent it. This, I am 
perfuaded, CongTefs had not in contemplation, bccaufe it 
is oppofed to policy and to juftice ; and I am led to be- 
lieve the rcfolttion was come into for want of due infor- 
mation how matters were circumftanced in this inftance. 

The officers now in the artillery I am obliged to con* 
fider of great merit : experience has proved them to be 
mofc warmly attached to the rights* of their country ; ani) 
dieir conduct in the line of their proteffion has been fuch 
as does the higheft honor to themfeives and the gendcman 
who immediately commands the!n» Without derogating 
in the leaft from the chara£ler of the French officers who 
are to be commiffioned, and whoiii I wi(h to receive every 
countenance they merit, tliere is llrong rrafon to doubt 
(laying afide every conlideration of policy) whether diey 
have feen as much real fervice as our own in the courfe 
of two campaigns. It would be hard, not to fay unjuft, 
that the latter ftiould lofc their command when they have 
a claim to every mark of favor, and after they have ta- 
ken great pains to form their companies : the fervice re- 
quires that they (hould not ; and I am convinced the event 
wouki be attended with the mofl fatal confequences. 

But what is to be done?— This is a cafe of difficulty, 
view it as you will. — I am not for rcjccSling the French 
gentlemen : —far otherwife,— -I am for employing them: 
aiid public faith, and the encouragements given to bring 
them over, demand that it fhould be done. After much 
thought and conruleration upon the fubjefl, two. modes oc- 
cur to rac, as the only poffible ones by which it can be 

efFeded, 
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cflEciScd, and by which the inconveniences I have mcn- 
doned can be remedied. One is, that a new corps of ar* 
tiUery fhould be formed, and thefe gentlemen attached to it. 
This, we have reafon to fear, cannot be done, from the dif- 
ficiQties we have experienced in raifmg men, and from their 
having no intereft or connexions with the people, Thcif 
fituation in fuch cafe, if they are men of fentiment and ac- 
tive difpofitions, would be irkfome and diftrefSng. — The 
other is, that our prefent officers now under conflderatioa 
fhould have their commiflions antedated, to give them pre- 
cedency of rank : and this may be done with the greater pro« 
priety as moft of them were intended to hold the pofts they 
now fuftain, before the French gentlemen had any claini 
upon us. It is true they were not commiffi'oned, be- 
caufe the old corps exifled under the firft arrangement. 
Further it is faid, — and there is no doubt of the fa<a, — 
that thefe gentlemen were promoted by brevet jUft before 
tlieir departure from France, merely to give them rank here ; 
— rantecedent to which, our officers were fuperior to them 
in this point ; and thefe brevets only confer local rank, con- 
fined to the French- American colonies. 

This latter mode appears the moft eligible : if it is adopt- 
ed, they will be diftributed through the corps as afTiftant of* 
ficers. Their want of a knowledge in our language incapa- 
citates them for command in the firft inftance ; and not only 
fo, but to place them at the head of companies, over officers 
that have been at great trouble, pains and expenfe in raifing 
the men, would J)e both unmilitary and unjuft. — I fhall now 
quit the fubjed, wiftiing that whatever will beft conciliate 
matters and advance the public good, may be done; fug-t 
gefting at the fame time with all deference, as it is much 
eafier to prevent evils than to remedy them after they have 
happened, it will be well, in all Cafes of foreign and indeed 
Other applications, that the confequences, which granting 
them will involve, fliould be maturely weighed and taken in 
every point of view. In the prefent cafe of difficulty, things, 
I am perfuaded, might have been adjufted with the greateft 
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facility, had the committee of foreign applications been fuHjr 
poffeffed of all tiie circumftances relpeding the ariillcry regi-. 
ments. 

By a letter from general Gates, of the fccond inftant, 
tranfmitting a copy of one from general Poor, the eneiny» 
who were at Split-Rock according to their laft advices 
'which I forwarded, have returned down the lake* Cap* 
tain Whitcomb hid been fent out to reconnoitre, and rc« 
ported on his return that only one boat remained. 

From fundry accounts from New- York, there is reafon 
to believe the enemy are on the point of making fome ex< 
peditioR. Their preparation of flilps for troops, light- 
horfe, &c, indicates that they intend to go by water. What 
their objeA is, yet remains a fccret. The inclofed copy of 
an examination is very particular, and as recent as any 
that I have received, llie perfon who gave tlie informa* 
tion belongs to Cape-May county, and appeared to be a 
fenfible intelligent lad. A deferter of the feventy-firft this 
moment cam« in : you alfo have his examination inclofed, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



• Sir, Head-Quarters^ ATiddlchrook^ June 8, 17771 

I WAS this morning honored v^'ith your favor of 
the fixth inicant, with'its inclofiirts. — I am cxtremclv happy in 
the approbation Congrcfs have been pleaied to exprefs of my 
condufl refpeding the piopofcd cartel for the exchange of 
prifoners, and fliall govern niyfelf by the principles which 
influenced me on that occafion, and fuch other as ihall 
appear right and juft, ftiould there be any further negotia- 
tion on the fubjcft. 

I Ihall order a return to be made of the chaplaini in 
fcrvicc, which (liall be tranfmitted as foon as it is obtain* 
cd. At prcfent, as the regiments are greatly difperfed, part 
in one place and part in another, and accurate dates of 
fhcm have not been made, it will not be in my power to 
vard it immediately. I (hal) here take occafion to men** 

Uoa 
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tion that I communicated the rtfoltition appointing a tri- 
gadfe-chaplain in the place of all othefS, to the feV^fal bri- 
gadiel's. They are all of opinion that it will be impof- 
fible for (hem to difchafge the (lu;y ; that many inconvfe- 
Hldnces and much diflatisfadlion will be the refult ; and 
that no eftablifhment appears fo good in this inftance ks 
flic old one. Among many other weighty objefllons to 
the meafure, it has been fuggelled that it has a tendency 
to introduce religious difputcs into the arn;)y, which, above 
all things, fliould be avoided, — and in many inflaAces 
-would compel men Co a mode of worftiip which they do 
not profefs. The old eftablifhment gives every regiment 
ai opportunity of having' a chaplain of their own reli- 
gious fcntiments,— -is founded on a plan of a more gene- 
rous toleratipn, — and the choice of chaplains to officiate 
has been generally in the regiments. Suppofing one chap- 
Iain could do the duties of a brigade (which fuppofitioti 
however is inadmiflible when we view things in pra6lice), 
that being compofed of four or five, perhaps, in fome in- 
ftances, fix regiments, there might be fo many difierent 
modes of worfhip. I have mentioned the opinion of the 
officers and thefe hints to Congrefs upon this fubjecS, from 
a principle of duty, and becaufc I am well aflured it is 
moft foreign to their wifhes or intention to excite, by 
any a6l, the fmalleft uneafinefs and jealoufy among the 
troops. 

There remains no room to believe otheiwife than that 
the enemy arc on the point of moving : this is confirm- 
ed by intelligence from all quarters, and through fo 
many different channels, that we muft confider it certain. 
Whether they will move by land or water, or by bothr, 
<:annot be afcertained ; nor is their deftination precifely 
Icnown • but every circumftance points out Philadelphia 
Sis their objed. Being of this opinion, I have diredled the 
return of general Mifflin. Before he left Philadelphia, I 
'^rotci coumermanding the order for his coming here i but 
% he 
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he did not receive my letter. — I would alfo men^on to 
Congrefs that I think the military (lores, lately arrived, pii 
at or coming to Philadelphia, (hould be removed to a place 
of perfcfl fecurity. Though I would not excite needle& 
imeafy apprehenfions, prudence requires that things fo effin- 
dal ihould not be expofed to rifk. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sia> Head-Quarters^ Afiddlebrooij June 13, 1777. 

INCLOSED you will receive a copy of a letter 
from me to lord Comwallis, on the inhuman treatment of 
lieutenant Martin by a party of the enemy's horfe. My 
remonftrance and fending his corpfe produced nothing more 
dian a (hort anfwer from his lordftiip, which you alfo haw. 
It was thought unneceflary to view the body, the fsiOt bciij 
admitted and juftiiied. 

I have alfo taken the liberty to inclofe a copy of my let- 
ter to general Howe, in anfwer to his of the twenty-firft of 
April, twenty-fecond of May, and fifth inftant. From the lat- 
ter part of the firfl paragraph in that of the twenty-fecond of 
May, I was induced to propofe an exchange of all the prifon- 
crs now in his hands, fo far as it can be efFeded on the 
principles of the agreement fubfifting between us, except that 
of lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the Heffian field-oflScers 
who are to be retained till general Lee is declared exchange- 
able. I did not expert the propofition would be acceded to : 
but, as his letter is of doubtful meaning in this inftance, I 
thought it expedient to make the offer, — ^firfl, as it will be a 
happy event if wc releafe our prifoners, — and fecondly, as 
the propofition may draw from him an explanation of his 
fentiments, though he fliould fejert it. 

The New-York • paper of the nintli inftant I tranfmit for 
your perufal : it contains an extraft of a letter from governor 
Tryon to Chriftopher Billop of Long-Ifland. This extrafl, 
1 think, is worthy of attention, and may be improved to 

9 great 
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great advantage, if publiflied in the papers with fuch ftric» 
tures and obfervations as it will well warrant, and as will oc- 
cur to an ingenious pen. The enemy, on their part, ufe the 
mod artful publications, and avail themfelves of every thing 
they can, going from us- We fliould profit, where we caSy 
by their produ£iions. 

I would mention to Congrefs that feveral officers in the 
corps of cavalry have applied to me, to know in what point 
of view their horfes are confidered, — whether as public proper- 
ty, or as private belonging to themfelves, to be furniflted at 
their own expenfe- When colonel Sheldon's regiment was 
ordered to be raifed, the officers thought the ho^fcs fliould be 
a matter of public charge : but as it had never been deter- 
mined, and I was not perfedlly fatisfied with the cuftom ia 
fuch cafes, I did not confider myfelf authorifed to decide up* 
on it. I promifed to recommend it to the conlideration of 
' Congrefs ; and this I have done iince on (imilar occa{ion& 
The officers urge, that, as horfes are cflential to the dit 
charge of their duty, they fliould be provided at the public 
expenfe ; that they have rifen to fuch enormous prices, that, 
if the contrary is eftabliflied, they muft, from the nature of 
the fervice, not only fink their pay, but make a large facri- 
fice of their private intercft. 

Though the pra<5lice may have been againft their appli- 
cation in other armies^^ yet their reafoning feems plaufibk* 
and to be founded in juftice. There are objcdions too 
againft the meafure, but not of fufficient validity, in my 
opinion, to oppofe to their claim* Another reafon may be 
fuggefted, why the public fliould find them horfes, which 
is, that if they were to provide tliem themfelves, the ap- 
prehenfion of lofing them might prevent a proper difcharge 
of duty, and in fohie cafes produce too great a degree of cau* 
tiou^ prudence. 

This matter I have thought it neceflary to lay before Con« 
grefs, not doubting but ii will have that attention which it 
may feem to deferve. — There is one thing more I would add 
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upon the fubjedl, which is, if their application is confidcrfcd 
juft, I ftiould fuppofe it beft to fix a certain determinate fum 
Ho be allowed for the horfes they have bought and may have 
occafion to purchafe, in preference to leaving it to their difc. 
cretion and judgment. 

It being evident, fo far as we can rcafon from circum* 
fiances and appearances, that general Howe defigns Phila- 
delphia to be the firft objedi of his purfuits, or the defeat of this 
army> — and, for one or both of thefe purpofes, is collciSling 
nearly his whole force at Brunfwic,— »a board of general of- 
ficers determined yefterday evening after mature delibera- 
tion, that all the continental troops at Peekikill and its de-^ 
pendencies, except one thoufand effedtives, fhould be im- 
mediately marched to reinforce this army. That number^ 
mrith the convalefcents and fuch aids of militia as are now 
and may be affcmbled in cafe of emergency, was deemed 
competent to the defence of thofe pofls againft any attempt 
that may be made to pojQTefs them in the prefeut fituation oi 
things. 

I have inclofed a general return fhewing our whole ftrength 
in Jerfey at this time, from which it will appear our circum* 
' fiances in this refpeft are by no means fo defirabje as could 
be wifhed, 1 efteem it my duty to tranfmit information of 
this fort from time to time to Congrefs, and am encouraged 
the more to do it from a conviction that they, fenfible of thd 
neceffity of the moft profound fecrecy, will not fuffer the 
leaft intimation of our numbers to tranfpire. 

Jfune 14.— —Your favor of the thirteenth, with its inclo- 
furcfj, was received laft night 

Having propofcd to general Howe an exchange of the 
prifoners now in his pofleflion, as you will perceive by the 
inclofed copy of ray letter, and alfo added, that *' Ah conduit 
towards prifoners would govern mlne^^ it appears to me that it 
would be improper to tranfmit him a copy of your tirft rc- 
folution of the tenth inftant, till we have fomcthtng more 
from him on the fubjeft propofed. I confefs I did not, nor 

do 
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Ao I yet, undcrftand the paragraph of his letter of the twenty- 
fecond ultimo to which I have alluded, and which induced , 
me to propofe an exchange if that was his wifh, and to fub- 
join, that his condu£t to our prifoners Ihould govern mine, — 
as a caution to prevent him exercifing feverity or a new 
mode of treatment of them, contrary to the fpirit of the agree- 
ment between us, and the ideas entertained upon the fubjedl: 
when it was firft entered into, — iffuch was his meaning. 

Finding that there would be great difficulty in filling the 
batallion$ intended to be raifed, I did not commiflion officers 
for all the dxteen additional ones: I apprehended fuch a 
meafure would accumulate expenfe without increafing our 
flrength, and therefore did not fet the whole on foot. — I Hiall 
be happy, ou governor Caf well's letter and your recommenda- 
tion of colonel Shephard, that he fliould have a regiment : 
firom the charafter given him, and the terms on which he 
offers his fervices, there can be no objedlion. Congrefs will be 
pleafed to appoint him to the command they wilh him to have ; 
and I ihould think it advifable that he be ordered to march 
with his corps to join this army, leaving proper officers to re- 
cruit the deficiency^ 

I have perufed monfieur De Coudray*s opinion about the 
fortifications, and have no doubt but that it Is well founded. I 
have not fufficient knowledge of them to pronounce an opi- 
nion with certainty myfelf. 

You will obferve by the New-York paper the execution of 
* * *. His family well deferves the generous notice of 
Congrefs. He conduftcd himfelf with great fidelity to our 
csiule, rendering Ih'ts country cjp^t!ai]{ery]ces, and has fallen a 
facrifice in promoting her intereft. Perhaps a public a£l of 
generofity (confidering the charadler he was in) might not 
be fo eligible as a private donation. 

June 15. — When I wrote yefterday, my information was 
that one divifion of the enemy was advancing on the Prince- 
ton road, and it was believed from the general movement of 
Aeir army that they were proceeding towards Delaware. 
Vol.11. H Whit 
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What their real defign was, is not yet underftood. Tbofe 
that advanced on that road, after marching feme diftancct 
filed oiFto the right down Millftone river, and joined Ac 
other column on the Coryel-fcrry road leading by Sdmerfet 
court-houfc. One objeft of their movement miglit be to in* 
clofe general Sullivan and hi& divifion between their two co- 
lumns: another (which moft probably was the principal 
caufe, if they did not mean to proceed to Delaware wheii 
they fet out) to manoeuvre us out of our present encampitiM 
into adlion upon difadvantageous terms. The Bxtt Ihey 
could not hope to fuccecd in after general Sullivan changed 
Jiis poft to Rocky-Hill,— an event which took place only Ac 
evening before, and which it is prefumed they were not well 
advifed of when they hft Brunfwic. A confideraUe body 
of them remain at Somerfet court-houfe, and on the commQ- 
nication between that and Brunfwic, — We have been and 
are harrafling them with light troops : but they being in open 
ground with a large train of artillery, wc cannot do irfo cf» 
feflually as could be wifhed. 

I fliall be glad to be informed whether general Dc Haas 
confidcrs himfelf an officer in the array. He has never join- 
ed it fmce his promotion, or written a fingle line to me upon 
the fubjedt. If he accepts bis commiffion, it will be wdl 
for Coi&grefs to order him to repair to the army immediately^ 
The brigade intended for him is without a general officer, 
^nd has brought on a difagreeable difpute between two of the 
colonels, each claiming the command. This is not the only 
inconvenience : — officers of high rank remaining at homeaf* 
ford a bad example to odiers who are inferior, and grounds 
of application for the like indulgence. 

This letter, except the paragraphs of this date, I intended 
to fend yeflerday^ but was prevented by the movement of 
the enemy which rendered it unadvifable. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G^ W* 

P. S. By a perfon jufl: now arrived with a letter from gc- 
..^^eral Sullivan, the enemj's advanced guard is potted between 

diree 



three zni four rnUus fiom Somerfet eourt-houfe on the road 
to Coryd*« ferry. 



^IR> Middkhreohj JuHe 14, 1^77, lb v'ckck^ A. M\ 

YOtJR letter of ycftcrday> with its inclofures, I re- 
^v6d laft night. By this conveyance I {ballinot fend a par^ 
-cicolar anfwer.— ^The enemy are in motion, and a body is 
•radvattcing from Miilftone towards Vanbieter^s bridge t ano- 
ther divifion is on die road leading towards CoryePs ferry .-«* 
"W^afe packing up, and making every preparation to a6l as 
-circut^ftanc^)!^ ihail feem to require^ 

Ihavethe honor to be^ inc. G. Wt 

P. S. The letters accompanying this you v^ill pleafe to put 
*|n'tb&poll«<>fiEice. 



'WHEN I had tht honof of addreiSng you laft, I i|. 
formed you that the main body of the enemy had marched 
•from Bnmfwic, and extended their van as far as Somerfet courts 
'hbufek I am now to acquaint you^ that^ after encamping betweeiin 
' thefe two pofts and beginning a line of redoubts^ they changed 
their ground yefterday morning and in the courfe of the pre* 
ceding night, and returned to Bnmfwic again, burning, as 
they went, feveral valuable dwelling houfesi We bad con- 
*ftantly light troops hovcrrrig round them as far as circum- 
fiances wpuld permit : but, being fecured on their flanks I^y 
the Rariton and Millftone, they were difficult to approach ^ 
and, without lofs, cfieSed their return to their former pofts. 
This fudden and precipitate change in their operations has 
afforded matter for much fpeculation. We fuppofe their ori* 
ginal dcfign was to attempt an impreffion on our right, ^ 
to manoeuvre us out of our ground, or to advance toward$ 
ihc Delawate, Whether thefeconjedtures were well found- 
ed, cannot be afcertaincd : but It is prpbable, if they ]tad,|n 
" . Ha im^t^^a\i 
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impreffion in view, they found it could not be attemptel 
without great lofs— (as to bringing on an attack, they c£- 
fedually fecured themfelves againft one by the pod they 
took)— or if pafEngthe Delaware was their ohjtSt^ Aat, fixMn 
the temper of the people, the profecution of k (if not imprac- 
ticable) would meet with much greater oppofition Aan whiC 
they expefled : for I muft ohferve, — and with peduliar fatii' 
faftion I do it, — that, on die firft notice of the enemy's move- 
ments, the militia aflembled in the moft fpirited manner, 
firmly determined to give them every annoyance in thek 
power, and to afford us every poffible aid. This I thou|^ 
it my duty to mention in juftice to their condu^ ; and I am 
ihclincd to believe that general Howe's return, thus ftiddenly 
made, muft have been in confequence of the information he 
received that the people were in and flying to arms in evesy 
quarter to oppofe him. I (hall not reafon upon this event: 
but I cannot but confider it as a moft fortunate and happy 
one to us, and the moft diftreffing Mr, Howe has yet cx- 
|ierienced, unlefs he has fchemes in contemplation beyond the 
Teach of my conjcfturc. 

I (hould have written to Congrcfe more frequently refpeft- 

ing the enemy after they came from Brunfwic, had I not 

been almoft conftantly on horfe-back, and had their deilgns 

been clear ; but as diey were not, I did not wifh to puzzle 

them with conje£lures, more efpecially as I wrote general 

- Arnold (with whom I was obliged to correfpond, . that he 

' might co-operate with me as circumftances fhoiikl require) 

' to tranfmit them copies of my letters. 

Inclofcd you will be pleafed to receive an extraft of a let- 
ter from colonel Jackfon of Bofton to general Knox. The 
intelligence it contains is interefting ; and I ftiall be happy to 
hearthat the two brigs mentioned have captured the remainder 
of the Heffians, and more particularly fo if the capture fliouW 
not be far from the Britifti coaft, provided they arrive (afe. 

Twelve aV/<v*.— I juft now received a letter from general 
Idiuyler, a copy of vvbich, and of its inclofutes, is here- 
. J 7 wi* 
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ivith tranfmitted. — ^The enemy, from appearances, having 
dh^n^d their views for the prefent, or at leaft rendered them 
dark and myfterious, I have fent exprefles to brigadiers 
M^Dougal and Glover to halt their divifions, if they have 
proceeded any confiderable diilance from Peekfkill, till fur- 
Aer orders, — otherwiie to return. I have alfo written to ge- 
neral Putnam to hold four regiments in readinefs to embark 
for general Schuyler^s aid, (hould further intelligence from . 
Canada refpeiSing the enemy's movements make it neceflary. 
The uncertainty of general Howe's operations will not per- 
mit more to be done at this time. General Parfons arrived 
here this morning, and his divifion is marching to their 
ground towards the left of the lines. 

I omitted to mention in my laft, that, in confultation witfv. 
my general officers, it was agreed that promotions fhould be 
zegimental in the army for all o£Scers under the rank of field- 
pfficers,— -and for all of that rank, in the line of their ftate. 
Tliis is now fettled as a general rule ; a right being referved 
liowever, that it may be made for particular merit out of 
this line, or refuibd for demerit or any fubilantial objedtion. 

J have the honor to be, &c« G. W. 



SlRjj Head'QuarterSi Afiddltbrook^ Jum 21, 1777. 

I WAS laft night honored with yours of yefterday 
morning, with its inclofures, the contents of which 1 fhall 
duly attend to. 

Having written fully yefterday, and nothing new occuf 
ing ftnce, I have only to requeft that you will forward jhe 
papers refpe£ling the commiflary's department as fqon as 
poilible. For want of fome certain and fixed line of duty 
in this inftance, the commiflary fays it is impc^iEJ>l^ tp 
fonduft matters with any propriety. 
. I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

H3 
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Sue, 

I HAVE the honor and pleafure to infotm jcm tfaaf 
the enemy evacuated Brunfwic this iQon>ii^ and ledral ten 
Ambpy, burning many houfcs as they went along. Somrof 
them, from the appearance of the flames, T?er^ Gpiifijderable 
buildings* 

Froni fcYcral pieces of infonnatf on ai^ from a iFariety of 
Circumftances, it was evident that a natpvemeot was in i^n 
tation, and it was the general opinion that it was inleiide^' 
^is morning. I therefore detached thrc^ brigades wider die 
command of major-general Greene to faU upon their rcWn 
and kept the main body of the army paraded upon the 
heights, to fupport them if there (hould be occa&Hi. A 
party of colonel Morgan*s regiment of light infantry altack-i 
ed and drove the Heffian piquet about fun-rife : an^ vpoa 
the appearance of general Wayne's brigade and Morgan^ 
xcgimcnt (who got firft to the ground) oppofite Bninfw]c>dio 
<jnemy immediately croffed the bridge to the caft fide of the 
ti^'er, and tlwew the.nfclves into redoubts which they had 
before con(lr«>ftod. Our troops avivanced brilkly upon them ;^ 
upon which they quitted ihe redoubts without makmg any 
oppofiuon, and retired by the Ambov road. 

As all our troops, from the difercnce of thdr fiations 
in camp, had not come up when the enemy began to move 
OtF^ it \yas inipoilible to check them, as their nombea were 
far greattfr then wc had any reafon to expect, — heing» as 
we \**ere inCorxed afterwards, between fccr and five diou* 
farxl men. Our men purftied them as fir as Pifcatawa : but 
€jad;»!g i: impoEble to overtake them, and fearing diej 
m^ghi be led on tco fiir from the* main body, they feium* 
^ to Brvinlwic. 

By iiitormatfca cf the inhaKtams* genera! Howe» fori 
Coniwullls, an 1 gczeral Grunt, were in the town when the 
alarm was iru giveu : but they v^uicted it very foon after. 
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In the purfuit, colonel Morgan^s riflemen exchanged feve- 
ral (harp fires with the enemy* which, it is imagined, did 
confiderablc execution. — I am in hopes that tliey afterwards 
fell in with general Maxwell, who was detached lafl night 
with a ftrong party, to lie between Biunfwic and Amboy to 
intercept any convoys or parties that might be paffing : but 
I have yet heard nothing from liim. 

General Greene defires me to make mention of the con- 
5uft and bravery of general Wayne and colonel Morgan, and 
of their officers and men, upon tliis occafion, as they conftantf 
ly advanced upon an enemy far fupcrior to them in numbers^ 
and well fecured behind (bong fedoubts. 

General Sullivan advanced from Rocky-Hill to Bi-unfwic 
with his division ; but, as he did not receive; his order of 
march till very late at night, he did not arrive till the enemy 
had been gone fome time. 

I have fent down lord Stirling's divifion to reinforce gene- 
raJ Maxwell ; and in the morning I {hall move tlie main 
body of the army to fome fecure poll nearer Amboy, from 
whwce we can with more eafe annoy rhe enemy, than from 
this diftance.— I am inclined to think they mean to crofs to 
Staten-Ifland : if they do, we may perhaps find an opportu- 
nity of making a ftroke upon their rear : at any rate we 
Ihall have a chancq of obliging tliem to make a total evacu- 
ation of the ftatc of jGrfe>%— 1 have the honor to be, &c. 



Sir, Camp at Quiitlctoiun, Jmie 25, 1777. 

WHEN I had the honor to addrefs you laft, it was 
on the fubjecjl of the enemy's retreat from Brunfwic to Am- 
boy, and of the mealures purfued to annoy tlicm. At the- 
tiipe of writing, the information I had received rcfpedting 
their lofs was rather vague and uncertain : but we have rea- 
fon to believe, from intelligence through various channels 
Cnce, that it was pretty confiderable, and fell chiefly on the 
.grenadici^ wwl light infajitry who forojcd Aeir covering 

H 4 party. 
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party. The inclofed copy of a letter,' containing the hi* 
formation of a pcrfon^ juft from New-York, correfpoods 
^ith other accounts on this head, and with die declarations 
of fome deferters. Some of the accounts are, that officers 
were heard to fay they had not fufiered fo fevetely fince 
the affair at Princeton. 

After the evapqation of Brunfwic, I determined, with the 
advice of my general officers, to move the whole army the 
next morning to this poft, where they would be nearer the 
enemy, and might aft according to circumftances. In diis 
I was prevented by rain, and they only moved yefterday 
morning. 1 have advanced lord Stirling's diviiion and fomis 
other troops lower down in the neighborhood of Metuchin 
meeting-houfe, and intended to have pofled more there ; but 
found, on reconnoitring the ground, that it was low and dif- 
advantageous, and ftill more unfavorable through a fcarcity 
of water- Thefe reafons, added to that of there not being 
the fmallcft profpeG of attacking the enemy in Amboy with 
a probability of fuccefs, — ^fecured on their flanks by water, 
an'd in their front by ftrong redoubts acrpfs the Neck,— 
would not permit nie, either in my own opinion or that of 
my general officers, to keep any greater body of men in that 
quarter, where they would have been difperfed, and of con* 
fequence extremely infecure. 

I have fight parties lying clofe on the enemy's lines, to 
watch their motions, and who will be ready to ad in conjunc'* 
tioq wita lore} Stirling's divifion and fuch other troops as it 
may be neceflary to detach ; though! think, — and fo cIo the 
reft of the officers,— that no event is likely to take place that 
will require moref, fihce the idea of forcing their lines, or 
bringing on a generdl engagement on their own grdund, is 
iinrverfally held irtcompatible with our intereft, and that that 
iiumber is fufficieht to avail lis of any advantages we can 
expeS to arife frelii their retreating from Amboy, fuppofing 
notice of the fu£t ihould be obtained. Their contiguity to the 
3ound, and the fmall diflance ^crofs it (having boats prepar* 

c4 
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ed to pafs in), will enable them tOiget off (ftrould they fd 
incline) agaiaft every prudent and juftifiable exertion on ouv 
part. Whether fuch is their defignj is more than I can po-* 
fitively determine : but there is every reafon to believe that ' 
they have been and are tranfporting their baggage to Staten- 
Jfland, and making every preparation to embark oa board 
their tranfports for fome new expedition. . 

Your favor of the twenty rfourth 1 juft now received, and 
am extremely obliged by your cordial congratulations on the 
enemy's retreat from Brimfwic, and favorable interpretation 
of the event to my conduct.— The refolution you did me the 
honor to tranfmit fhall have my attention. . 

It is much to be regretted, that an exprefs fent off to gene- 
raj Maxwell on faturday night, to inform him of general 
Greene's movement towards Brunfwic that he might con- 
dufl: himfclf accordingly, did not reach him. Whether the 
.exprefs went defignedly to the enemy, or was taken, is not 
known : but there is reafon to believe he fell into their hands. 
If general Maxwell had received the order, there is no doubt 
but their whole rear-guard would have been cut off. This 
the enemy confeffcd thertifelves, as we are well informed by 
perfons in Bonemtown. 

By a reconnoitring party juft returned, it is reported as a 
matter of doubt whether any of the enemy have removed 
from Amboy ; though it is almoft certain they have tranf- 
ported a great deal of their baggage. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camp at MiddUhrook^ June 28, 1777. 

ON thurfday morning general Howe advanced wirii 
his whole army in feveral columns, from Amboy, as far as 
Weftfield. We are certainly informed that the troops fent to 
Staten-Ifland returned the preceding evening, and, it is faid, 
with an augmentation of marines, fo that carrying them 
there was a feint ;vvitb ii^tentidii to deceive us. His defign 

in 
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in diis fuddeo movement wat cither to bring on a general 
tngagement upon difadvantageoiis terras, confideiing mat- 
ters in any point of view,— *or to cut off onr light parties, 
and lord Stirling's divifion. which was fent down to fupport 
thcmy— or to pofitfs himfdf of the heights and pafies in the 
momitains on our left. The two laft fceined to be the firik 
obje£l5 of his attention, as his march was rapid againit 
tkefe pariiesy and indicated ^ fcrong difpofuion to gain thofe 
pa (Tes* 

In dtis fitcation of affairs it was thought abfolutcljr nece£r 
fary that we fhoitld move our force from the low grounds^ 
to occupy the hei^xts before them ; which was e£Fe£ledi As 
they advanced^ they fell hx with fome of our light fNurde&and 
part of lard Stirling's divifion^ with. which they had fooie^reth 
ty fmart ikirmifhing, with hut very little lofs I bdicte on^ouir 
iide,. except in three field-pieces which unfortunately fell int9 
the enemy V bands : but, not having obtained; rcmms yet, I 
cannot determine it with certainty ; nor can we. afcertaia 
what the enemy's lofs was. 

As foon as we had gained the pafies, I detadied a body of 
li^ht troops under brigadier-general Scott, to hang on their 
flank, and to watch their motions ;. and ordered Morgan's 
corps of riflemen to join him fincc. — ^The enemy remained 
at WeftticU till yefterday afternoon, when, about three 
o'clock, they moved towards Spank town, with our light 
troops in their rear and porfuing. The enemy have pluu- 
4ei^d all befoie tliem, and, it is faid, burned ibme honfes* 

J have th^ houor to be, &:c. G. W« 



fTead'Quarters^ MuldkbrGoiy June 25, 1777, 9 sV#c^, P. M. 

I HAVE not bcm able to afcertain yet with any de- 
gree of prccifion the lofs fuftained by the enemy in the feve- 
jral {kirmifbe» on thurfday, though we have many reafons to 
kelievc it was much more considerable tfoMk what k wat appre-* 
8 hcndfid 
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hended to be when I had the honor of addreffing you upon 
Ae fobjefl. The inclofed copy of a letter from lord Srirlingf 
contains the fuUeft and moft particular information that I 
I^aVfe received : and the accounts given »by fundry inhabitants 
to perfons who have been in the neighborhood where the" 
fliirmifhes were, and where the enemy were encamped, coua^- 
lenance this intelligence. 

As to our lofs, as reported by the enemy, I arn perfuad- 
cd- it is exaggerated beyond all bounds of truth or pro* 
babiUty, being afFurcd by lord Stirling that it was trifling,— 
lindby fach deferters as have come in, that they faw but verjr 
few prifoners taken. It would have been certainly known 
before this (that is> the number not yet returned), had not 
fotne of the parties, and I believe the moft which were then 
out, joined the corps fince detached. 

Itk rcfpedt to the enemy's defigns or intended movcmcats^ 
they are not to be determined. It is certain they got into 
Ainboy yelterday evening : and, from advices this morning 
from officers fent to South- Amboy to obferve their motion?^ 
there were (Irong rcafons to conclude they were evacuating 
the town, as their horfe had gone over to Staten-Ifland, and 
as feveral boats were alfo paffing with bkggage, and otliers 
with troops. There were further circumftances favoring this 
Opinion, fuchas apparent breaches in fome of their Imes : yet 
Igcneral SulUvaa informs me by a letter juft now received, that, 
fron> fill the intelligence he has been able to obtain Co-day^ 
bp does not think they have any ferious intention of quitting 
it, and that all theij movements are a feint, calculated merely 
(o deceive, and to cover fome plans they have in view. 

I have tvvo brigades, — Scott^s and Conway's, — new lying at 
^nd near Wooubridge, as corps of obfervation, and to a£l as: 
circumftances may require. General Si^llivan \va:s down iq, 
(he fame neighborhood with his divifipn, till this eveningj^ 
when he returned, it appearing to lum unneceSary to rcmaii:^ 
longer, and that the brigades I.bave menticued would be fuf- 
^cient for any event likely to take plage.. 

l have the honor to be, &c. G^ W\ 
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P. S. 'June 30."— From intelligence received lad night, 
^ opinion that the enemy aie evacuating Amboy feems to^ 
be more confirmed. 

As the fads in lord Stirling's letter are rather taken up 00 
report than from any certain knowledge of their having hap- 
peued, I cannot confider tliem fufficiently authentic for pub* 
lication ; nor are they tranfmitted for that purpofe, though I 
sm well perfnaded the enemy's lofs was much more coniider- 
abk than it was at firft imagined to be. — It has bcoi report^* 
cd to me to*day that the enemy took fixty-four prifoners in 
the whole. Whether they were all of our army, or in part 
countrymen, I cannot decide ; for, having detached at that 
time a number of light parties, and many of them having fall- 
en in with the corps ordered out fmce, returns could not be 
made with accuracy. The prifoners taken by us were thir- 
teen, two of whom are light dragoons, the r^ft infantry.—- 
Generals Scott and Conway intended to move tp wards Ambpj 
this morning : but it is probable the rain has prevented them* 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Mlddlehrook^ J^ly j, 1 777- 

YESTERDAY afternoon the enemy totally evacu* 
atcd Amboy, and encamped oppolite to it on Staten-Ifland. 
General Scott entered direflly after ; and polling guards to 
fccure any (lores they might have left, he withdrew his bri- 
gade, arid halted about four miles from thence. This it was 
expedient to do, it being night when he entered, and his re- 
maining there might have induced the enemy, whofe boats 
were ready, to throw over a fuperior force in his rear. He 
wrote me, he ihould return this morning, and bring oS 
whatever ftores he may find ; though there is little reafon to 
expeft that they have left any thing valuable behind. — When 
I am more particularly informed upon the fubjcdl, I fliall 
take the liberty of addrefSng you on the fame. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sir, Camp at AfidJUbrcokf July 2, 1 7 77. 

THE inclofed copies of general St. Clair's letters, tranf* 
mitfeed yefterday afternoon and la(V nighr by general Schuy->< 
let, I have thought it my duly to fend you. The iotelligence 
they contain is important and intereilbig ; nor are there cir^ 
cumdances wanting befides thefe, to induce a belief, or at 
lead to I'aife a ftrong prefumption, that the enemy have ia 
contemplation a jun6Hon of their two armies by way of die 
lakes aiid the North-river. If they have their whole Canada 
ferce on the former, it is certainly their object* 

On receiving thefe accounts, I wrote imraedrately to gene- 
ral Putnam to embark Nixon^s brigade for reinforcing the 
northern army, — to wait however the arrival or near ap^ 
preach of generals Parfons and Vamum's brigades from this 
place, who march this morning,— or the coming in of an 
equal number of militia to fupply their place before they faiL 
This C have done by the advice of my general officers, and is 
all that is thought pradlicable in the prefent uncertain inde- 
terminate iltisatton of things. The reft of the army here wiS 
be held in readine(s to move according to informatioa and 
circumftances. 

As I have obferved, if we were certain general Binv 
goyne was approaching Ticonderoga with his whole armyy 
I fhould not hefitate a moment in concluding that it isiacon« 
iequence of a preconcerted plan with general Howe, and 
that die latter is to co-operate with him, by pufhing his 
whole force up the North-river, and aiming a (Iroke in the 
firft tnftance and immediately againft the Highland pailes. 
But as the appearance of the enemy on the lake may be a 
feint, calculated to amufe anddiftra<St (though U may feem, like 
a real attack), to draw this army to Peekfkill and more to the 
northward, that general Howe may with more £aciiity turn 
his arms againft Philadelphia, — it has been determined unad- 
vifable for us to move till we have further proo& of his in- 
tendons, and that our condudl muft be governed by his. 

Our 
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Our tioKirion is tnilv liclicate and onHiiraSng. Should wd 
marcli to Pccklkii*!, kjving general Howe on Staten^Ifland, 
there will be tM>thiag to prevenr him paffing to South- Am-* 
bojr, and pulhing from thence to Pbiiaddpiiia, or la ihoft 
by any other rouxe ; though the marching fuch of bis troops 
from the point o[^(ue Ainhoy as were encamped there, Rod 
die iailii^ of thefliips from Princcfs-bay yefterday mombg^ 
are circuinftances indicating that an eml»arkation has or will 
take pbce. On the other hand, if thv; Norih-river and (he 
pofleffion of the Highlands are his obiecb, our remaining here 
till his views are certainly known may fubjedl us tQ a J^iik^ 
that wewifti to avoid. 

Thus, let us examine matters as we wiU, difficulties ilgif 
lis in the face. We Ihall attempt to confult, and to da the 
beft wc can^ — ^I have written to generals Putnam and Gcovgt 
Clinton fully upon the fubje<Sl* urging them to put ff>rth eve- 
f^y exertion in their power, and iiiftantly to call in a refpcft-* 
able body of militia to aid in the defence of thofe importapt 
pods at diis critical conjuncture. I trull they will come out* 
their fervices in all probability will not be wanted but for a 
▼cry fliort time. 

1 muft eamcftly requeft that you will fen J Mr. Steward 
the iffuing commiflary-geaeral, to camp immediately. Tlierc 
is reafon to apprehend the army wiil be in great diilrefs and 
confufion for want of iffuing coromiffaries in three or four 
djys. On faturday, thofe with Mr. Trumbull declare thcv 
will Ita^rc him, without they are pur on a different footing 
from what they now are. I need not mention the confo 
({uences that will refuit from fuch an event, if there are not 
ethers here to fupply their places. 

There is one thing more I would add, which is, that 
there are not more than forty thouiand dollars in the milica' 
ry chcft, and two mondis' pay due to all the army, except 
two or three regiments which have juft obtained warrauu 
A hundred aiv) iifty-fix thoufand, out of the lad fupply 
icnt the paymaftcr, I was obliged to order to Pcekikill for 

the 
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t!ic troops in that quarter, whofe demands arc great and 
jprcffing alfo. I muft earneftly entreat that you will foi-ward 
a fapply direClly to the paymaftcr :— Ihould we he obliged to 
move before the troops are paid, much uneafinefs and mur- 
imiring wili'be the certain attendants, and, I fear, (bmething. 
\¥orfe. 

As the enemy will adopt every ftratagem and device to de- 
ceive and diftra£t us, — notwlthftanding the prefent appear- 
ance in favor of their making an expedition up the North- 
river, 1 doubt not but you will have the moft vigilant look-r 
outs kept along Delaware-bay? and proper cxprcffes and fig- 
nals for communicating the earlieft intelligence. I think it 
^MTOilId be highly expedient that fomc fenfible judicious men 
ihould be employed in that buCneft at this time, who would 
Tiew things as they ought to be, and from whofe accounts 
certain inferences and conclufions may be drawn, fo as to 
form a proper line for our condo£b. The mod fatal confe- 
quences may flow from falfe information at this period: things 
ftocdd be examined with all poffible certainty. I (hall not 
be furprifcd to hear of feveral fliips appearing in or off Dcla- 
'Ware, though general Howe's deftination ihould be elfc- 
inrfaere. Their fleet give them the moft flgnal adv-antages, 
•and an opportunity of praiSifing a thoufaiid feints* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'QuarterSi Aforriflozvn^ July 7, I77>> 

I WAS fliis. fnomihg honored with yours of die fifth, 
■mtSti fiindry Tcfolves of Congrefs to which I iliall pay due at- 
'tcntuDn. 

No change has taken place in the fltuation of the enemy 
-upon Staten-Iiiand (tnce I wrote to you on the fifth : but I 
have this morning received an account from Elizabcthtown, 
which mentions that a perfoii had juft come from the ifland, 
• who ' infonns that fmal| craft are conftantly plying between 
'Mew*Yx)rk and the fleet, ladei^ with o£cets' baggage and 
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itores put up in packages, and marked with their names anj 
regiments ; and that tranfports are fitted up with ftalls over 
diejr main decks for the reception of horfes. This looks as 
if a longer voyage was intended than up the Nonb^riTer* 

I hav6 given notice to all the eaftern dates to be upoa 
their guard, fhould the fleet put to fea and (leer that way: 
and I thipk the works upon and ob(lru£iions in the Dela- 
ware fliould be carried on with fpirit, and completed asfar 
as poffibie, left they fhould vifit that quarter. I thmk the 
fouthern flates (hould alfo be advifed of the uncertainty of the 
next operation of the enemy, that they may alfo be making 
fuch preparations as they may Judge neceffary. 

I fhall make inquiry into tlie number of arms at prefent 
at Springfield : and if any can poflibly be fpared to the ftatc 
of Connedlicut, they fhall have all or part of thofe requefted 
by governor Trumbull. General Knox experts the return 
on faturday from Springfield ; and I can then determine tbt 
matter. 

I am pleafed to hear that a fupply of money is upoa the 
road, as there is two months' pay due to the troops. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. Si The incloled piece of information is juft fent to mc 
by general Forman, which is confirmed in feveral particur 
lars by two deferters from the fleet, who left it yeflerday 
morning. 



Sir, HeadrQuarters^ Morrijiown^ J^h 9* ^777* 

THE inclofed copy of a letter from the commiflary- 
general of provifions, and the information you will recei^ 
from major Hoops, will convince Congrefs of the diflreft 
and confulion prevailing in that department. Without fome- 
thing is done in aid of Mr. Trumbull immediately, this army 
muft be difbanded : if the prefent difficulties continue, it is 
impofTible it can exifl. I entreat Congrefs to take the mat* 
ter under their moft. early confideration, and to make fudt 
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provifion as the exigency and importance of the cafe de- 
mands. I know not but we fhall be obliged to move in the 
courfe of a few hours ; when^ from the fituation of things 
in this line we fhall have more to dread^ than from the ene- - 
my. — ^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Morriftown^ July 10, 1777. 

I THIS morning received a letter of the feventh in- 
(hint from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and of its in- 
clofure, I herewith fend you. The intelligence which they 
cbntain is truly interefting, fuppofing it juft : but it differs fo 
widely from what we had reafon to expeft from the acr 
counts mentioned in general St. Clair's letters to general 
Schuyler (copies of which you would receive in his letter 
tranfmitted from hence laft night by major Hoops) that I 
would fain flatter myfelf it is not true. I am the more en- 
couraged to hope this, as captain Farmam's letter from Fort- 
Ann to brigadier Learned feems to be the foimdation of the 
whole, and does not authorife the unfavorable and unhappy 
concluiions built upon it. I fhould rather fuppofe, if any ac- 
cident has befallen us, it muft have happened to the detach- 
ment of men from the Grants, under colonel Warner : for 
we find from general St. Clair's letters, he expefted fome*-' 
thing from him.— The whole account is fo confufed that wc 
cannot eftablifli any ceitain dedudlion from it ; and I ihall be 
happy if it proves premature and groundless. 

I am told by a gentleman who came to camp yefterday 
evening, that Nixoii's brigade would certainly arrive at Al- 
bany on tuefday morning, as he faw the veffels, in which it 
was embarked, ftanding up the evening before with a fair 
wind. 

If the event mentioned by general Schuyler fliould not have 
happened, we cannot doubt but general Burgoyne has come, 
up the lake, determined, if poflible, to carry his point,-*-I 
mean, to poflefs himfelf ofour polls in that quarter, and to 
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pufh his arms further. Suppoiing this not to have happene#^ 
as our continental levies are fo deficient in their number, our 
fecurity and fafety will require that aids from the militi» 
fhould be called forth in cafes of emergency : if k has,.tfaere^ 
is. now an abfolute necefHty for their turning out to check 
general Burgoyne's progrefs ; or the moft difagreeable confe- 
quences may be apprehended. Upon this occadon I would 
take the liberty to fuggcft to- Cbngrefs the propriety of (end- 
ing an a£live, fpirited officer, to conduct and lead them oo* 
If general Arnold has fettled his affairs^ and can be (pared 
from Philadelphia, I would recommend him for this bu(inc6f 
and that he iliould immediately fet out for the nord^eru dc"* 
partmcnt: heisadlive, judicious^ and brave, and an. officer 
io whom the militia will repofe great confidence. B^id^ 
this, he is well acquainted with that country, and- with the 
ii)Utes and moft important pafles and defiles in it. I do not 
think he can render more fignal fervices, or be more vSfi" 
fully cmj)Ioycd at this time, than in this way. I am perfu9d«^ 
ed his prelcnce and a(5^ivity will animate the militia greatly, 
and fpur them on to a becoming conduct. I could wiijubioy 
to be cngai;cd in a more agreeable fervice, — to be ^th bet- 
ter troo|)s : but circumftances call for his exertions in this 
way, and I have no doubt of his adding much to the honors be 
has aheady acquired. 

Jn confcqucncc of the advices from general St. Clair, aod^ 
the rtrong probability there is that general Howe will pqlb 
ug.iiull (he Highland paiTes to co-operate with general Bur- 
gt>ync, I lliall, by the advice of my officers^ move the $r- 
my ln)m hem e to-morrow morning towards the Noith-river. 
U' liuh ihouKl be his intention, wc (hall not be too early, a^ 
a fu\oi.iblo wind and tide will carry him up in a few hpurt. _ 
i^iubo other hand, it* Philadelphia is his obje«S, he cannoCr 
|j;ri lunnd bctorc wc can atrivc there; nor can he well dc- — 
balk hiH tHut|>«, ^.c, and puKced acrofs tlie land, before w^ 
i M\ opptkfo tum.«— I have the honor to be, &c. G* W^ 
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Sir, Pompton Plains^ July 12, 1777'. 

WHEN I had the Honor of addrcffing you laft, t 
Cioped the inteliigence received refpeding our affairs in the 
iiorthern department was not true, or at leaft that they were 
Hot fo unfavorable as they were then reprefented. But the 
vacioieA copy of a letter from general Schuyler, which came 
to hand yefterday evening, confirms it, moft unhappily fof 
USy in its fuUeft latitude. This event (the evacuation of our 
pofU on the lake),--^mong the moll unfortunate that could 
have befallen us, — is rendered more interefting by the manner 
10 which it iook place. I have no further information upoH 
the iubjeSt than what the copy contains, and fhall be happy 
(a hear by niy next advices, that the main body of the armyi 
of whofe iituation general Schuyler knew nothing with cer- 
t^dfity, have not become prifoners* for I fear, from the dif- 
Itofidoin they difcovered on this diftrfeffing occafion, the^ 
ti^ottkl have furrendered to the enemy, in caf6 they fell in 
with them, though inferior in number. 

In rcfpe<a to general Schuyler's demands^ it is not in my 
]{)Owef to co^mply wjth the whole of them.^ Not a fingle tent 
can be fiirnifhed : the kettles will be, and arc ordered on, ; 
and[ an cxprefs is going to Springfield for all the mufket-car- 
tridges, fixty barrels of powder, and a proportionable* quantity 
of lead and cartridge-paper far his ufe. Ten pieces of artil* 
lery, with barnefe, are alfo ordered, with proper oflBcers^ 
from Peekil^llir I have written to him to procure horfcs anc} 
driver^ himfelf, a^ they are to be obtamed with much more 
eafe where he is^ than here : nor can he be fupplied with 
thef heavy cannon which he rec^uefts, fuppofing them necef- 
•fary, — not having one to fpare from a more important ufe, — 
the deffence of the Highlands. Colonel Futnam, I imagine^ 
"wiirbe with him before this, as his regiment is part of 
JJixon's brigade, — who will anfwer every purpofe he can 
poffibly have for an engineer at this ckHis^ A fupply of in-^ 
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tiencliing tools was fent him four or five days ago, in confer 
quence of an application then made^ 

I /hould be extremely happy if our fittiation would allow 
me to afford him a large reinforcement of men : but I can-* 
not with any degree of propriety, in the opinion of my gene- 
ral officers, fend more to his aid at this time than a number 
of recruits dhthe march from Mafiachufetts ftatc, belongu^ 
to fome of the regiments under his command, who amountto 
fix hundred at leal!:, and are now, I expeft, pretty well ad- 
vanced towards Peekfl^ilJ. With this augmentation to what he 
already has, — fuppofing general St. Clair and his force to have 
come in^ and any number of nirlitra to have turned out,— 
he will have an army, equal if notfuperior to general Bur- 
goyne^s, from the only accounts we have obtaraed. — Befides 
this confideration, it is mod probable, that general Burgoync 
will fufpend his operations till general Howe makes a move- 
ment and an effort on his part. His deflgns, I tWnk, are mofl 
unqueftionably againft the Highlands, and that he will at-^ 
tempt the execution as foon as pofUble. 

We have been prevented marching to-day by the rain ; 
but, as foon as the weather permits, fhall proceed as expc- 
ditioufly as we can towards the North-river, and crofs, or 
not, as fhall appear neceflary from circumflanccs. 

In my lafl I took the liberty of fuggefting the propriety of 
fending an aflfve officer to anhnate the militia that may af- 
femble for checking general Burgoyne's progrefs, and men- 
tioned general Arnold for that purpofe. Being more and 
move convinced of the important advantages that will refult 
from his prefence and condu6l> I have thought it my duty 
to repeat my wifhes on the fubjed, and that he may, with- 
out a momeni's lofs of time, fet out from Philadelphia for 
tiiat purpofe. 

When this arrives, it is likely general Howe's intention 
will be well underftood : but whether it is or not, as there arc 
ftrong rcafons to believe his operations will be up the North- - 
river and on the eafl fide of it, I (hall take the liberty to re- — 
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comiycnd the feeding on the NorthrCarolina and other con- 
tinental troops at Philadelphia, to join this army, unlefs 
Congrefs have foixie information that a fouthem e:5fpcdition is 
intended, of which I am not appriled. 

If Congrefs have taken colonel ProdJer and his corps into 
Ac fervice of the ftatps, it will be expedient for tlicm to come 
on with all the field-artillery which colonel Flowers the 
commiflary jmay have ready. This I have been iT>duced to 
mention, having heard Congrefs were about tp adopt them, 
and as our demand for artillerifts is gj-eat. I would alfo ob- 
ferve that the fituation of our afFajrs has become fo delicate 
and embarrafSng by the late misfortune we have experien- 
ced, that it i? much to be wiflied fome expedient could be 
come into, if there be any more efficacious than what has 
bec^ already recommended, for filling and completing the 
feveral regiments. At prefent they only count in number, 
but not in force, being moft fliamefuUy deficient in their juft 
complements. 

Your letter of the eighth was duly received ; and, agree- 
able to your requeft, I communicated to generals Greene and 
Kno3f the refolution of Congrefs refpefting them and gene- 
ral Sullivan, the laft of whom I have not feen fince it came 
to hand. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

]P. S. Half after eight, P. M. — I this minute received a let- 
ter of the ninth from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and 
of the proclamation alluded to, you have inclofed. I fear 
more and more that general St. Clair and his army ^re pri- 
foners. 



VanaulerUy ^ight miles from Pompton Plains i July 14, 1 777. 
Sir, 

I ARRIVED here this afternoon with the army, af- 
ter a very fatiguing march, owing to the roads, which have 
become extie.nely deep and miry from the late rains. I in- 
tend to proceed in the morning towards the North-:river if the 
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weather permits : at prefcnt it is ^oudy and heavy, axid Aej^ 
is an appearance of more rain. 

By the exprefs who will deliver this, I juft. now rcqriv- 
cJ a letter from general 5chuyler, advifing for the firft time 
that general St. Clair is not in the hands of the enemy. A$ 
the exprefs has a large packet for Congrefs from general 
Schuyler, I prefume they will be informed of all the intdl!* 
gence he w as polTeiOred of refpe<^ng our affairs in his depart- 
ment, and therefore fhall not trouble them with a copy of 
his letter to myfelf upon the fubjeft. I Oiould be happy if 
they had a more agreeable afpedl than they feem to have. 

I have tlie honor to be, &c. G. W» 



Sir, Camp near the Clpvey July l6, 1777. 

I WAS yefterday evening honored with yours office 
fourteenth. — 1 have heard nothing from the northward fince 
imy laft. — I this day received advice from Staten-Ifland, that, 
on fuiiday, feventy fail of the enemy's (hips fell down from 
the watering-place to the Hook : but whether tliey have 
fi nee gone out to fea, I have not heard. Till I have more 
certain information of the ftate of our affairs to the north- 
ward, and of general Howe's real intentions, I have conclud- 
ed to halt the army at this place, from whence I can either 
ir.arch forward or return as circumftances may require. 

If general Nalh fhould not have begun his march before 
this reaches you, be plealed to order him to proceed as far as 
Trenton only, and there wait my further orders. In cafe he 
ihould have marched, be pleafed to difpatch an exprefs after 
him, with orders to halt at Trenton. 

I am pleafed to hear that you have taken colonel Pro6lcr!^ 
corps of artillery into continental fervice. You will b^ 
Jcind enough ito order them' to join the army immediately ' 
for I expedl the light artillery in a few days from the ealt 
ward ; and artillery-men will be wanted to man them. 
I have no doubt but the militia from the weftern parts cr= 
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l^Iew-England will turn out to general Schuyler's afli (lance, 
Its I hope thofe of this ftate and Jerfey will to mine, ftiould 
libey be wanted. 

I Ihall be very happy if the committee of Congrefs cau 
.arrange the commifTary^s department in fuch a manner as 
will fatisfy the officers concerned in the buiuiefs, and at the 
£ame time ferve to fupply the army with more regularity thain 
iias been done for fome time pad. I can aflure you the covor 
j>laints have been many of late, and not without foundation. 
I haye^tbe honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camp at the Clove ^ July 16, 1777. 

I BEG leave to congratulate Congrefs on the captivi- 
-ty of major general Prefcot and one of his aides. The par- 
oculars of this fortunate event you will find in the inciofed 
iCxtrafk wof a lettet this minute received from general Spencer, 
which, I prefume, are at large in the packet Mr. Greenleaf 
will deliver. Lieutenant-colonel Barton who condudted the 
enterprife, and the fmall handful under his command, have 
great merit. I fliall immediately propofe to general Howe 
Jiis exchange for that of major-general Lee, which, if acced- 
ed to, will not only do away one ground of controveriy be- 
tween general Howe and mylelt, but will releaie lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell and the Heilian field-officers, and procure 
the enlargement of an equal number of ours in his hands. 

In mine of this morning I defired that colonel Frodter's 
regiment (houldjain this army without lofs of time. Upon 
confulring general Knox, we are of opinion they had better 
halt at Trenton with general Nafh till further orders, as the 
operations of general Howe are not yet perfedlly underftood. 
—I have nothing new from the northern department, — and 
jcmly to add, that I have the honor to be, with great refpe<9:^ 
^iir, your moft obedient fervant, G, W. 



M 



I20 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

Sir, Camp at the Clovf, July |8, 1777. 

I JUST now received a letter from general Schuyler, 
of the fourteenth inftant, inclofing the proceedings of die 
council of war which he alludes to, a copy of which, and of 
his letter, I herewith tianfmit. He reprefents matters in a 
diftrefling point of view ; — I believe they are bad ; but I 
hope they are not fo alarming as they are painted by him. 

My letter of the twelfth would advife Congrefs how fer 
his demand of neceffaries had or would be complied widi: In 
addition to the fupplics then ordered, I diredled, a day or 
iwo after, fix tons of mufket-ball to be forwarded to him 
from Peekfkill with all poffible expedition, which, I doubt hot, 
have arrived at Albany. As to fendirifg him more troopi 
than thofe mentioned in my letter above referred fD, it is nbt 
in my power ; and I am perfuaded the foFce he now ha^ 
with fiich fuccour as may be had from the militia, if wdl 
conduced, would greatly if not efFedlually ftop general Bur- 
goyne's progrefs. 

General Arnold arrived here laft night, and will fct out 
this evening for Albany. From his activity and difpofitioq 
for enterprife, I flatter myfelf his prcfence and affiftancc 
in that quarter will be attended with happy confequenccs : I 
am well afliired his utmoft exertions will be employed to 
baffle the enemy^s views : and, wifliing that they may fuc- 
cecd, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Tq the Committee of Congrefs^ on a vijit to the Camp^ 

Gentlemen, Camp at the Clove^ July 19, IJT^ 

THE little notice I had of your coming to the army^ 
and the fhortnefs of your ft ay in camp, will more than pr©-^ ' 
tably occafion the omiffion of many matters which of righ-^ 
ought to be laid before you ; and the interruption, which m^ 
thoughts condantly meet by a variety of occurrences, mu£^ 
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apoiogife for the crude and indigelled manner in which they 
are ofFered. 

The completion of the contii^ental regiments is a matter of 
fuch infinite importance, that I think no means ftici:ld be 
left uneffayjed to accomplifti it. Draughting, where the powers 
of government are adequate, would be the fpeedicft and mod: 
cffcftual : but if it fliould be thought unadvifabie to atterap^ 
this mode, — next to it I would recommend that the bulinefs 
of recruiting fhould be taken entirely out of the heads of 
Ae officers of the army, and that each ftate fliquld appoint 
fome perfon of known aftivity (one, for inftance, who has 
been a good under-iheriff ) in each county or townftiip, not 
only to recruit, but to apprehend defertcrs ; — thefe perAms to 
be liberally reward^ for each recruit and deiertcr whom 
they (hall deliver, at dated periods and pl-^ces, to oificers ap- 
pointed to receive, difcipline, and march them to the army ; 
—none of thefe recruiters to have the fmalleft power to ad: 
Plit of their own diftrifts, but to be abfolutely fixed to tliem. 

A mode of this kind would, in my humble opinion, be lefs 
burdenfome to the public than the prefeut, — prevent the idle 
habits which recruiting officers contrad, not only injurious 
to themfelves,but to others, — the moft cffe<Slual means which 
can be deyifed for the recovery of defer ters,— the fureft way 
of keeping your regiments of equal ftrength, and of making the 
duty more equal in the detail of it : in a word, many valu- 
able advantages would refult from it, whilft I can fuggeft hut 
one reafon againft it, — and that (fully fatisfied I am), when 
weighed in the fcale of intereft, will not operate, — 1 mean, the 
Iceeping fo many officers in camp, who might be fpared from 
the duties of the field till the regiments are ftronger than at 
prefent. The fixteen additional regiments labor under fuch 
difadvantages in fome ftates, as to render the interpofition of 
Congrefs, in fome Ihape or other, indifpenfably neceffary. 

With refpe6l to food, conCdcring we are in fuch an ex- 
tenfive and abundant country, no army was ever worfe fup- 
plied than ours with many eflential articles of it. Our foU 
diers, the greateft part of laft campaign and the whole of 
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this, have fcarcely tailed any kind of vegetables,— -JiadinxtU^ 
tie fait ; — anJ vinegar, which would have been a tolerable 
fubAitute for vegetables, they have been in a great meafore 
Grangers to. Neither have they been provided with proper 
.drink : beer or cider feldom comes within the verge of the 
camp, and rum in much too fmall quantities. Thiu^ to do- 
Touring large quantities of aniaial food untempered by veget- 
ables or vinegai-, or by any kind of drink but water,-'-4uid 
eating indifferent bread (but for this laft a remedy is piovid- 
ed),— are to be afcribed the many putrid difeafes incident to 
the army, and the lamentable mortality that attended us laft 
campaign. If thefc evils can be remedied, the expenfe and 
trouble ought not to be obftacles : though fome kinds of ve- 
getables are not to be had, others are, which, together vritt 
four krout and vinegar, might eafily be had, if proper 
perfons acquainted with the bufinefs were employed 
therein. 

Soap is another article in great demand. The continental 
allowance is too fmall: and, dear as every necefTary of life ii 
now got, a foldier's pay will not enable liim to purchafe ; by 
which means his confequent dirtinefs adds not a little to the 
difeafes of the army. 

I liave no reafon to accufc the clothier-general of inatten- 
tion to his department ; and therefore, as his fupplies are in- 
competent to the waiits of the army, I am to fuppofe his re- 
fources are unequal. Ought not each ftate then to be call- 
ed upon to draw fuch fupplies from the country manufac- 
tories, as can be afforded r particulaily of flioes, flockings^ 
fhirts, and blankets,— articles indifpenlably neceffary, and oi 
which fcarce too many can be provided : — in the mean whiles 
every provifion to be making, for clothing the troops uni — 
formly and warm in the winter. It is a maxim which need^ 
no illuftration, that nothing can be of more importance rt0t 
an army, than the clothing and feeding it well. On ihei^ 
the health, comfort, and fpirits of the loldiers effentially de- — 
pend ; and it is a melancholy faft, that the American arm]^ 
are mifcrabJy dcfedive in both thefe rcfpeds. The diArcTZS 
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tnoft of them are in for want of clothing is painful to huma- 
nity, difpiriting to themfelves, and dilcouraging to every officef. * 
It makes every pretenfion to the prefervation of cleanlinefs 
impoffible, expofes them to a variety of diforders, and abates 
or deftroys that military pride, without which nothing can 
be expedled from any army. 

The confequence of giving rank indifcriminately is much 
^o be dreaded : great diflatisfadtion has already arifen on ac- 
count of beftowing this on officers in the civil departments of 
the army, on the inferior ftafF, waggon-m after, &c, who, by 
cuftom, propriety, and every other n«otivc, are excluded from 
it in all well-regulated armies. The too great liberalitjr 
praftifed in this ref]^dl will deftroy the pride of rank 
where it ought to exift, and will not only render it cheap, 
but contemptible. It is the policy of all armies to make it 
valued and refpefled, as a ftimulus to emulation, and an in- 
jcitement to bold and gallant undertakings : it muft be very 
unadvifable therefore, in our infant ftite of war, to adopt 
novel cnftoms to bring it into difcredlt, —which muft and 
^vill be the confequence of making it too common, bcfid^s 
the difguft it creates in others. 

An auditor of accounts, to be conftantly with the army, is 
abfolutely requifite. It is impoffible for mc, crowded as I am 
with other bufinefs, to examine and adjuft the numerous 
complex accounts of the army with that correclnefs the pub- 
lic have a right to expeft, before warrants pafs for payment ; • 
and, without doing it, great impofitions may follow. The 
provifion for making regimental paymaftcrs regulate all re- 
gimental accounts is altogether incompetent to the end pro- 
pofed from it: for thefe men being appointed generally agree- 
able to the recommendation of the field-officers of the regi- 
ments they belong to, — aflbciating conftantly with the officers 
of their corps, and in a great meafure under their control,— 
cannot be confidercd as fufficiently uninfluenced ; nor are au- 
ditors at a diftance from the army of much ufe, as it would 
xeqiiire a delay not admiffible, to fend accounts to them to au- 
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dit before they were pafTed and paid in confequence of mz(p 
rants from the commander-in-chief of the army. 

A good geographer, tp- furvey the roads and take Iketchei 
of the country where the army is toa£t, w^ould be extremdy 
lofefuly and might be attended with cs^ceeding valuable confe- 
quences. He might with propriety have rhe chief diredtion 
of the guides, and muft have a head to procure, govern, and 
pay them. If fuch a perfon (hould be approved of, I woulfl 
beg leave to recommend Mr, Robert Erfkine, who is tho- 
roughly (killed in this bufinefs, lias already afliflcd us in inai^ 
ing ma|is of the country, and has (as I am informed) uniformly 
Supported the charadler of a faft friend to America. 

A fmall travelling prefs, to follow head-quarters, would 
be produ£tive of many eminent advantages. It would enar 
hie us to give fpcedy and exact information of any mibtaiy 
tranfaftiops that take place, with proper comments upon 
them, and thereby fruftrate the pernicious tendency of falfc- 
hood and mifrepyefentation, which, in my opinion,-— of what- 
ever complexion they may be,— are, in the main, detrimen- 
tal to our caufe. If the people had a channel of intelligence, 
that, from its ufual authenticity, they could look up to witji 
confidence, they might often be preferved from that defpon- 
dciKy which they are apt to fall into from the exaggerated 
pictures our enemies and their emiflaries among us com- 
monly draw of any misfortunes we meet with, — and from 
that diffidence of truths favorable to us, which they muft 
naturally feel from the frequent deception they are expofed 
to by die extravagant colorings our friends often give to our 
fucceffes. It would alfo be very ufeful to difpatch bufincf^ 
in camp, being the nioft expeditious means of taking copied 
of orders or other matters that require to be difperfed, ancJ 
would fave a good deal in returns and other pripers we ar^ 
often obliged to get printed in Philadelphia. An ingenious^ 
man, to accompany this prefs and be employed wholly in, 
writing for it, might render it fingularly benchcial. 

I am exceedingly embarrafled how to difpofc of the Freqch 

ofiicecs 
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offiosrs in general, but more efpecially the artillery oflScers 
who are come out under the fanftion of a compact. I caa 
think of no other way than that of forming a fcparate corps 
of them, and draughting men from the whole line to com- 
pofe that corps : but even this will be attended with many 
difagreeable effeds : — among others this is not the leaft, that 
officers will think themfelves much injured to have the men 
they have had the trouble of raifing, taken from them and 
given to others. There is fomething in this which is dif- 
couraging, and breaks the fpirit of a good ofl&cer who prides 
himfelf in having a full and complete corps. 

A doubt has arifen, whether a perfon who belongs to any 
of the United States of America, and who owed allegiance to 
any of the faid flates, — that went to the enemy fome time paft, 
and fmcc that time has been lurking about any of the fortifi- 
cations, or about any of the encampments of the armies of the 
United States,— plundering and driving off cattle to the ene- 
my, recruiting for them, or committing any other atrocious 
crime,— K)r who is appointed an officer in tlie enemy*s army ,— 
can be tried by a general court-martial, under the rcfolution 
of Congrefs of the twcnty-firft of Auguft, 1 776, and punifh- 
^ as a fpy. — I have the honor to be, &c'. G. W. 



Sir, Campy eleven miles in the Clove ^ July 22, I777* 

WE have been under great embarraffnients refpeft- 
ing die intended operations of general Howe, and ftill air, 
notwithftanding the utmoft pains to obtain intelligence of 
the fame. At prefent it would appear that he is going out 
^o fea. By audientic information, there are only forty fliips 
at N«w-York ; the reft are gone elfe where, and have fallen 
^own between the Narrows and the Hook : between thefe 
cvyo places, the number, from the moft accurate obfervation, 
"^^as about one hundred and twenty yefterday. As I obfervcd 
before, their deftination is uncertain and unknown : but E 
J^avt: Aought it my duty to inform Congrefs of thefe fafls, 

that 
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that they may give orders to the mrlitia to hold tliemfelves is 
readinefs to march on the fhorteft notice, iti cafe Philadel- 
phia (hould be their objedt. At th^ fame time I am to re- 
queft that they vrill have a fufficient number of proper look- 
outs fixed at the capes of Delaware (to wbofe accounts im-' 
fdicic confidence may be given), to make the earUefl reports 
of the arrival of any fleet, — ^Avhich Congrefs wiU traaiai|t 
me by the fpeedieft conveyance. 

As the enemy will probably make many feints^ and have 
It unhappily but too much in their power from their Ihtppiog, 
I would adv»fe that the look-outs fliould be cautioned -to be' 
extremely accurate in their obfervations and reports, men- 
tioning, witli as much precifion as polTible, the nui^^ of 
ihips that may appear.— Our fituation is already critical^ and 
may be rendered fiill more fo by inaccurate and iU-^ouodfid 
intelligence- 

From the advices received on fatufday, of the moyeakeotf 
of part of the enemy's ihips, and the Arong reafoos tt)eie 
were to fuppofe general Howe would pufti up the Nortb- 
river to co-operate with general Burgoyne, I detached lord 
Stirling with his divilion to Peekikill on funday morning:— 
they croffcd rhe river that evening and the next morning* 
Tills movement ^ill prove unnccefTary, fliould his deftina- 
tlon be to the fouthwartl. — I have alfo ordered general 
Nixon^s brigade from Pecikfkill to reinforce general Scfaoy- 
ler, from his reprefentations of the inadequacy of his force 
to oppofe general Burgoyne, and of the feeming backwaidr 
nefs of the people in that quarter to afford him aid. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 

P. S. I think the works at Billirtgfport well worthy of at- 
tention ; and it is expedient to efFedi their completion as (oc^^ 
as poffible. 



Sir, Hcad-Quartersy Ramapaugh^ July 25, 177 

I HAVE the honor to inclofe you a couple of lette; 
which monficurDavout, the bearer of this, delivered me in 

behal 
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Klihalf. You will perceive by them that he i« deCrous of 
entering into our fervice, and what his pretenfions have beea 
in his own country. I have referred him to Congrefs to de- 
tenxune on what footing he is ro'ftandwith us.— He recjuefts 
nae to mention that he would be gkui of a decifton, and to be 
lAfonned at once what can be done, whether he can be em- 
floytd ornoty and in what-capacity. 
. I have the honor to be, &c. Q^ W. 



SiK, Half -after eighty A. M. July 25, 1777. 

I DO myfdf the honor to tranfmk you the inclofed 
letter from governor Fi'anklin, which came this minute by 
•xprcfs.— As Mr. Franklin was confined by order of Congrefs^ 
I could not diink myfelf at liberty to anfwcr him on the fub- 
je<3 of his recjueft, and therefore have referred it to their con- 
fideratron. At the fame time L would obferve his fituation i^ 
£ftreffing, anJ muft intereft all our feelings, as I have no 
Joubt of the great indifpofilion of his lady. — I fhould fuppofe, 
after his foleron aflurances, and being kid under fuch fur- 
Act reftriftions as Congrefs may judge neceflary to impofc 
vpon him, that he might be indulged to fee her^ Humanity 
and generofity plead powerfully in favor of his application^ 
and I am certain xt will be duly confidered. If it is granted, 
be (hould have the earKeft notice, or the end and the views of 
Congrefs itiay be difappointed in tlie death of Mrs. Franklin 
before his arrival. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Camf at Kamafaugh^ three miles from the Clove ^ July 25, 1777. 
5rR, 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you a copy of my 
letter to general Howe^ of the fixteenth inftant, propofing 
»i\ exchange between generals Lee and Pirefcot. \ difpatched 
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it early the next morning, and prefume it got to hafld oh dlt 
eighteenth. As yet I have not received his anfwer. 

The amazing advantage the enemy derive from their (bigi 
and the command of the water keeps us in a (late of conlbiit 
perplexity and the mod anxious conjedlure. We are not* 
yet informed of their deflhiation, nor can any pIau£Lblecoo«. 
clcfions he draw^n rcfpeding it, at lead not fuch as appeafr 
£acIsfavSlory. What renders the matter ilill more difficult 
and confufed, is their extreme inaftivity and delay : for it 
is certain they began tr embark immediately after th? eva- 
cuation of Amboy, and now remain between the Narrows 
and tiie Hook, or were there when I was lad advifed upon 
the fubjeft, I have two adlive oflRcers, with an e(cort, now 
out, for the purpofe of intelligence, and for recoanoitring 
their fituation from Fort-Lee and along the river in Aat 
neighborhood. 

Things being thus circumftanced, and various opinioos, 
as to their real objedl, prevailing among us, — feme fuppofiog 
it to be Philadelphia, others the Noith-river, and others aa 
expedition more eaftcrly, — I would fubmit it to Cougrefl 
whether the militia of the ncigliboring counties (hould not 
be immediately called to the firft, or at Cheller, — the lower 
counties, at Wilmington. Tliis meafure appears to me highly 
expedient, and no objeftion can lie againft it, of fufficient 
validity to prevent it, as a few days muft certainly determine 
their real defigns. Should they be againft Philadelphia, and 
they have favorable winds, their voyage will be made in a 
iliort time, when it may be too late to obtain their aid, and 
to arrange them properly for defence, fuppoiJng them to 
come in. I am the more induced to recommend this mcafurei 
as the fcvcral objects we have to attend to neceflarily oblige 
this army to continue at a confiderable diftance from tliat 
place till their intentions are better underftood ; and as they 
might by a fudden and rapid pufli attempt to eiFed forae ma- 
terial, capital ftroke, before we could get there, unlcfs ther^ 
is a refpeclable force to pppofq them ; for, though no gvem- * 

dependenc=== 



ie^endence can be put in a.militia aflirtg albh^ nor a vJgo- 
^tous oppofition CKpc&cd from theiri (frbtii the natiifc bf 
things) to a difciplincd, well-appointdd arnfy,' yet their opdt 
'•litioh^ may be greatly- retatded by theni; and tiray be cJhdck- 
fed till dther fuccours arrive. The reptortof a force, efpieciiiU. 
1y if it is in any wife refpedhible, leftit be off wtrat fort it m^f; 
%ill have fome influence on theh* condwft, aitd may preveiit 
ibutcrprifes that would otherwife be unddrtakc^; 

From the intelligence we received on faturday evening that 
a riiimbeT ctf the enemy*8 ihips were ftanding up the North- 
Tiver,— c.arid in the co'Urfcf of that and thd prededing day, that 
forty fail were in the Sound, going into' Fairfield harbor,— I 
had not the leaft doubt in niy niind but general Howe had in 
Ticw a ftroke againft the Highlands and the fortification^ 
there, and to co-operat& with general Burgoyic. In corife- 
quence of thefe advices I judged it expedient to move the ar- 
my the next morning, from our then encampment, towards 
thofe ports. Liord Stirling's divifion was ordered to take the 
route to King's-ferry; arid to pafs the river to Peeklkili ; and 
1 proceeded myfelf with the Remainder, which compofcd the 
main body, by>4he route leading through the Clove towards 
New-Windfor. We marched over a very difHcult ana- 
fugged roaa till night, when we halted,— the nrft dlvilloa 
having advanced about eighteen miles. In this fituation w^ 
lay till yefterday liiorning, when, from the information re- 
ceived before refpevSling the enemy's fleet being at ^nd near 
die Hook, and ho further accounts of the {hipS in the Sounds 
a change in our raeifiirds took place. Stephen and Lin- 
coln's diVifions were ordered to proceed to Chefter, (there to 
ivait further directions, as a place from whence they may 
riiove with miich mord eafe either to Philadelphia of Hud- 
lo^'s river, being fevei; miles nearer the former, and equally 
convenient to thfe latter),- and general Greene's divifion to' 
tills ground. By dividing, and this arraitgementj I am iil 
liopes our movements will be more expeditious, wherefoever' 
tKey may be neccflury.— I haive the honor to be, &:c. G.'W. 

voL.iL . :-'■ . ^ "-K ■ • ----■'' 
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P. S. la ray letter of the twenty-third I mentimicd I bad 
ordered Nixon* s brigade as a further rciaforceiiiciit tageptnl 
Schuyler: — I meant Glover* s. 

Fdur 0* clocks P. M. — This minute I received a letter of die 
twenty-fecond from general Schuyler, a copy of which» anl . 
p( its ioclofure, I herewith tran&nic. His letter of the tweatf* 
firfl which he mentions has not come to hand^—- ThiB|i 
feem ftill in an unpromiling way in that quarter.^-Geoflnl 
Schuyler complains much for want of artillerifis:«"*4t is not 
with me to fatisfy his demands : he has at this time a mudi 
greater proportion of artilletifts than this army,— ^-having I9> 
gard to the quantity of artillery. 

After fealing my letter, I received, byexprefs from colood 
Moylan, a letter adviGng that the fleet failed from the Hook 
yedefday morning outtofea. 



Siu, July the *, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you the incldbj 
memorandum of warlike ftores wanted for an expedition to 
<he river St. John's, which I received in a letter from geneitJ 
Heath, of the fixteenth inflant. — The memorandum was feat 
that I might order the (lores to be fupplied.— Not knowing 
that Congrefs have fuch an expedition in view at this time^ 
I do not conceive myfelf a uthorifed to comply with the tequi- 
fition, and therefore refer the matter to their confideration, to 
dire6l therein as they ihall judge proper : but I would beg 
leave to bferve that I think the force, intended to be tm* 
ployed upon the occaGon, would render infinitely more iffl* 
portant fervices by reinfofcing the northern army,, and af- 
fifting in the repulfe of general Burgoyne. The progrefs of 
his arms, and the deficiency in the quotas of [men exaded 
from the ftates to compofe our army, feem to forbid expedi- 
tions for conqueft, and to demand our utmoft exertions to 
maintain what we already have. — Congrefs will be pleafed t<^ 
write to the Maflfachufetts council on the fubjc£l, and a lia* 

• Blank in the oriiinal : — probably July 27 or a8. 
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to geoefial Heatfi» diat he may know how to govern himfelf 
rd^MsAtngthe at^plicatioflu 
I hfive the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

Cf^fi^Roads^ Jtxteen miles from Morrijiown^t 0* clock, P. Af, 

Your letter of the 26ih, with its inclofures, I met on the 
road.— -The fubjeft of rank, which Congrefs have been 
pleafed to fubmit to my confideration, ihall have my atten* 
Sj&ti a^ foon as circumftances will admit, and the refult be 
made known. 

dreneral Greene's divifion, confifting of Muhlenberg and 
Weedon's brigades, is now here : it will proceed fix or feven 
taSSies farther this evenmg. — Generals Sullivan and Stirling's 
Sivifions have repafled Hudfon*s river : — ^the former will pro- 
cetSd by this route,-— the latter by way of Paramus and Bound- 
brook or Brunfwic— General Stephen, with his own and 
Lincoln's divifion (general Lincoln being ordered to join 
getierail Schuyler) is marching on a back road from Chef- 
atf, through Suffex, to Howel's ferry on Delaware. — ^Moy- 
bn's and Bland's regiments of horfe, which were pafiuring 
ibont Boundbrook and on the communication towards 
Woodbridge, were ordered to march too on the firft in- 
tdligeiice I received of the fleet's failing.— Morgan's corps 
of light troops is alfo on the march through Brunfwic, 
with directions to halt at Trenton till further orders, or 
till' he gets certain information of the appearance of the 
fleet in Delaware.— I intend in like manner that lord Stir* 
Ung'^ divifion (hall halt and remain there or at Brifiol, 
ti& we hare further infonnation of the enemy.-— From cither 
of thefe places diey will be fufBciently near Philadelphia, 
amd may proceed in time on any emergency. 



iltiy CorycPs-Ferry, Jtrfej, July 30, 177). 

I DO myfelf the honor to inform you that I arrived 

fceie on the twenty-eighth at night with general Greene's di-» 

▼ifitn, one brigade of which pafled the river hat evening, 

K2 ^^v 
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.that the whole might encamp the more commodioufly* Ge* 
neral Stephen, with his o^vn and Lincoln's divifion, alfo ar- 
rived a little time after at Howel's ferry, four miles above tfcis. 

1 have tlio light proper to halt the whole amiy at tbfife two 
places and at Trenton till our knowledge of the eneniy'sdef- 
tjuation becomes more Certain. If the Delaware is their ob- 
ject, we arc now within two days' eafy march of Fhiladd- 
phia, and can be there in time, I truft, to make every necct 
fary difpolition for oppofing them. — On the other hand, if 
general Howe, by this expedition to fea, only means a deep 
feint, and nioiild turn his attention again to the North-rivtfi 
\Vc can from hence reinforce general Putnam's anny mow 
cxpediiioufly than if we were farther advanced. 

The importance of my receiving the earlieft intelligcnoe 
of the fleet^s arrival is apparent ; and Congrefs, I am certuOi 
\^ ill dkcQ: proper mcafurcs for obtaining it, and alfo for 
tranfmitting it to me in the moft fpcedy manner. If authendc 
advice (hould be had of the fleet's coming into Delawaie^ 
at the fame time tliat it is communicated to me it willbe 
proper that an exprefs ihould be fent to lord Stirling or com- 
manding officer at Trenton, to advance with all the troops 
from thence. Should this not be done, tlie marching of Ac 
tfoops there will be confiderably delayed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, CoryeV s^ July listen o\locl^ a. U* 

I AM this moment honored with yours of five o'clock 
tJ^is morning, and have accordingly fet the army in motion. 
One divifion had croffed the Delaware the d#^y before ycftcr- 
ifcy ; and I am in hopes the whole of the troops now here 
^ill be able to reach Philadelphia to-morrow evening,-^ 
Lord Stirling's divifion lies juft in my rear, and will mov.ca<^ 
with us. — I propofc fetting oiFfor your city as foon as I c^* 
^ct the chief part of the army ovpr. 

1 am, with the grcattMl refpcdt, &c. ' Q. \t^ 
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Sir, ^ PhiladelphiarjIugufl^lYffl^ 

. ;YOUR favor of this date,- with its incldfures, is now 
!>efore me. — At the fame time that I exprefs my thanks for 
the high mark of confidence which Congrefs have been pleaf- 
ed to repofe ia mc by their refolv€ apdiorifing me to fend an 
officer to comnfiand the isortbern arm ft I ^olild wl(h to be 
e^cuied from making th« appointment. Fot' this, many rea- 
(bnsjxught be mentioiied, which, I am.perfiiajdedy .williocicuE 
to Congrefs, ypofli reflexion.— X^e ^norfh^^-dftpartipent,^ ill 
a great meafure, has bepn cqn£dered as fepatatoi and iPQrj^ 
peculiarly. ifpder their djiret^on ^ and the officer^ commgnd^ 
11^ there, always of their nomoiation. I have never inter* 
fered further than merely to advife, and to give fuch aids as 
Mirerc in my power, on the rcquifitions of thofe officers. — 
The .-prcC?ntiHua0on- of that department is delicate and cri- 
ticali and the choice of ^ officer to the command may 
involve very interefting and important confcqpei^ces, ; 

It is certainly nece0ary that a body of militi^ fhoidd 
he immediately paired out to reinforce the northern army^ 
In the conference which your committee ^o^iored me with yefr 
terday evening, I mentipne4 the number which I thoughf . 
fufficient; but my opinion on this point, and the apportioning 
them to the diffisrent ftates, I wifli to fubmit to Congrefs 
who caxv beft determine the quotas that fhould come ffcm 
cach.-7-J vvould only obferve that Conne6kJc«t «pd New- 
York are already, and may be again, called on, . to ^flror4 
fuccours to the army at Peeklkill, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W? 



SiB., Camp near Germantowtiy Augujl 6, 1777. 

I BEG to be informed whether Congrefs have writr 
45cn or mean to write, themfelves, to generals Schuyler and St. 
Clair to repair to head-qparters, or whether they expecSl mc 
^o do it. ^ My reafpn for this is, the refojyes for thpif recalj 
, . K 3 " (tran{mitte4 
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(tranfmitted in your hvor of die fecond inftant) do not 
mention how the fame fhould be comrannicated. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Cmk^ ni4r GmiuuUfwm ^d^g^ifi 7* .1777. 

YESTERDAY evening I teeeived a tetter finm 
general Schuyler, of die firft inftant^ a cc^y of fvfaidi, 
and of its inclofuret, I do myfelf die honor of tninfinit' 
ling you. By diefe you will perceive that our affkin at 
the northward have experienced no change for the betlu'; 
-—on the contrary, diat they are in a more unpromifing 
train.— I have the honor to b^, &c* G. V. 



Sir, Camp near Germmtvum^ ^gfffi-^ X77T* 

INCLOSED you will be pleafed to receive copied of 
two letters and other papers, which juft now clAie tp haild 
by different cicpfefles.— General tteath's letter of die feeond 
inftant feems to make the intelligence ttfptjSdXkg the fleets 
which he had obtained before, vague, if not entirely ill 
ibiinded.-^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camp near Oermantownf j/iigu/f^f '777' 

I HAVE been duly honored with your letter of ycf- 
terday, and with its inclofures. *I fhall pay attendon to the 
refolves tranfmitted; and, as foon as circumftauces admits 
(hall propofe to general Howe an exchange between lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell and the Hcllian field-officers, and a 
like number of ours, of equal rank, in his hands. 

I would beg leave to lay before Congrcfs a copy of a re- 
port made by a board of general officers, held on the feventh 
inftant, to confult of feveral matters refpedHng die army. la 
the courfe of their delibcraribn they took into confideradoo 
the fubjed reported* — ^I ftiatl only add that this matter has 

bcea 
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long complained of by the officers, and the more fo as 
the indulgoice they pray could not nor can be ever attended 
widi the leaft poffible injury to the public, and is what I 
believe is allowed in rooft armies. — ^Congrefs, I am perfuad^ 
ed, will give it their attent]on,«-^and^ if no good obj^dions of 
a piubtic nature appear againft the iiieafure, will grant what 
the officers wiih and the board have recommended. 
- I. perceive by the refolves of the thirtieth ultimo and £rft 
faiftant, for recalling generals Schuyler and St. Clair, that 
they« are direded to r^air to head^quarters. I alfo find 
tbtu a cpmmittee had been refolved on, to digeft a modfe for 
MMiuiring into the reafons for evacuating Ticonderoga and 
Moont-Independence, and into the condu^Sk of the general 
officers in the northern department at the time of the ^vacu* 
atioii.«^A8 thefe gentlemen have received die letter upon this 
fubjeA by this time, and will probably be down in the courft 
of a few days, I (ball be glad to be informed what I am to 
4o with them when they arrive* I may be then at a great 
dtiftance from this,— and, in fuch cafe, (hould be a^ a lofs 
<#hat to (ay, or how to condud myfelf refped^ing them, 
iv^ithottC receiving fome directions, which J requeft to be 
javored with by the earlieft opportunity « 

I have tfee honor tp be, &c, G* W, 



, Hiad-(lnart^s^ Camp near Girnumtown^jtuguft ♦, 1777# 

THE difappearancc of the enemy's fleet for fo many 
days rendering jt rather improbable that they will agaia re* 
turn, I have thought it advifable to remove the army back to 
Corycl's, where it will be near enough to fuccour Philadel- 
phia, ihoujd the enemy, contrary to appearances, ftill make 
tiiat the objeft of their next operation ; and will be fo much 
ftA more coaveQieutly fituated to proceed to^die oorthward, 

*^ ^r^bubly Auguft 9, 
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fliould tlic event of the prefent ambiguous and perplexing 
iidiation of things cail them that way; I was the more 'uh 
cImcU to xiiisiilcp, as the neamefs of the army to the dty,— « 
befidcs odier clilkdyantages,— ^afforded a temptatioa bodi to 
officjcrs and men, to indulge themfeLves in licences inconiift? 
eut.witii difciplMie and order, and eonfe^uently of an iojur 
rioiis tendency. . . 

:-£ut before coy departure I efteem it my duty tocommuni- 
i::ate to Congrefs tiic lefult of my examination into theoaturi 
p( the river-defence proper to be adopted, according to the 
fneai)to in our poiTei&ony to prevent the fUccefs pf any attempt 
jupon Phijadelpbfa by water, I therefore beg leave to lay; be? 
fojPQ. CoQgref$ wbat appears to me moil eligibley confidering 
all^circuniftajiees, and comparing my own pbfervations.widi 
jthe diifereiit ppiuions pf the gentlemen whom I poj^ulted oa 
jthe ojpcaliQi). ..... 

,; It is generally a weU-foundpd maxim, that we ought to enr 
deavor to reduce our d^feuce as much as pof&ble.to a cer* 
^ajpty by coliecling pur flrcngth and making all our prepa- 
rations £Lt one ppint, rather than to rifk its being y^eak ^nd in- 
cfFcftual every: 'NYJ>ere, by dividing our attention and force to 
diiferent objeds \rri^ doing this wq may difable ourfelves 
fvpn> ..acting with fufficient vigor any. where, and a mif- 
fortune in one place may pave the way for a fimilar one in 
another. In our circumflances we have neither men, can- 
i?qn, n^r any thing, eifc to fpare,- and perhaps cannot with 
propriety hazard them on objcils, which, being attended .\yith 
thegreatefl fuccefs we can promife ourfelves, can beproduc- 
tive of only pai tial and indecifive advantages, and which ip^y 
poffibly fail of the end proppfed,— may have fome feriou? ill 
confequenccs,— an4 muft at ajl events have foipe difadvap- 



tages. 



' |t is |hcr} to be cPrifidcred wliere pur defence can be mpfl 
effeclual-y made^— whether at Billingfport or at Fort-Ifland, — 
It appcais'to me that the lail defcrves greatly the preference : 
Billingfport has but one row qf dieyaux-dc-iViic; F«)n-IiJand 

has 
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has 'three, and, in addition to them, a boom, and another, 
chcvaux-de-frifc ready to be funk in the channel on the ap^ 
proach of the enemy : of courfe the obftruftions, in this 
refpecl, are four times as great at the one as at the other; 
The gsdlies and floating batteries that could be brought for 
the defence of the chevaux-de-frife at Billingfport would b^ 
unable to maintain their ftation when once the enemy wcr6 
in poflfeflion of the commanding grourid on the Jerfey fide, t6 
which they would be entirely expofed ; and, notwilhftand-* 
iog the works railing there, — even fuppoAng them complete; 
-fr-die fit ongeft advocates for making oiir defence in thil 
piace do not pretend that the event can be protra6ted moYd 
than fifteen or twenty days at mod ; at the end of which time; 
W€. ihould be obliged, with the lofs of our cannon- at leaft, 
to abandon the defence, and leave it in the power of the ene- 
my to remove or defboy the chevaux-de frife at pleafute. 

Nor is it by any means certain that it fingle row of che^ 
]Vdux-de-frife would be an impenetrable barrier to the enemy's 
ihips:— -experiments have been made, that lead to a contrary 
fuppofition; and if they (hbuld hazard one (which it mig^ 
be well worth their while to do with fome of their lefs vaIua-» 
ble* fhips) under favor of a leading breeze and tide, an3 
fhould fujcceed in it,— the confequence might be the lofs of 
our gallles and floating batteries, which I apprehend mi^fiflt 
be intercepted^ and (with the ^ffiftance of their gallies anS 
fmall armed veflfels) tak^ : and this would greatly weakcSjt 
the oppofition we might -otherwife give at Foft-Ifland, ai^ 
tend powerfully to render it abortive. ^ ' 

But if they fhould not attempt this, codtenrihg themfelveii 
with fafer though flower operations, I have already obfervcfl 
that it is agreed on all hands, in fifteen or twenty days they 
would be able to poflfefs themfelves of infallible means^df 
fruftrating our oppofition there by the capture of our works. 
And if we add to this that it might very poffibly happen lii 
icfs time, — if from no other caufe, yet from the garrifort be- 
ing intimidated by a confcioufdefs of its^ own inferiority and 

inability 
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inability to fyppoit itfelf againft a fo much fuperior fofctt of 
DumberSy which might occafion a conduA deftru&ivc to it*- 
felf, — there will remain no fufficient reafona to jufiify die 
tnaking this the principal point of defence. 

At Fort^-Iilnpd, the boom and chevaux-4e«frife are ma aoK 
pie fecurity againfl any forcible impreffion of the enflmy'i 
ibips, which it would be imprudent in-them to attentpt-r-On 
the Jerfey fide, the fituation of the ground is fuch, that d^ 
gallies, floating batteries, and forts* employed in the defisnoe 
pf the obftru£lions» would have little to fear^m any bsttleries 
creifled there. Red-bank feems by its elevation to be the.'Oii- 
ly advantageous fpot for annoying them: but as it is cooi^ 
puted to be above nineteen hundred yards froEO' Fort-Hlaiii 
thediftance is rather too great to allow any battery raifad 
there to a^ with fuch effe£l as to be able to iilence oar fire. 
— Onthis dde., the ground, by dikes and fluices, may be hid 
under water to fo confiderable w extent as to leave no dan- 
ger of our river force being annoy dd from dience ; iiar 
ivhich purpofe fuitable preparations ought at otice to be mad^ 
•againfl it be necefTary to carry them into effect. 
. But though a battery upon Redshank would not, m my 
apprehenfion, be able to prevent the efficacy of our defence, 
or give any material difturbance to Fort-Ifland in particular* 
•yet it might ferve to make the fituation of fome of our gal- 
lies rather uneafy ; and this perhaps makes it worth while to 
^e-occupy it in order to keep it out of die enemy's handt, 
;ere<5ting a fmall but flrong work there, capable of contain- 
ing about two hundred men, with fix or eight pieces of light 
cannon and a propoitionable quantity of flores. As (he ap- 
.proaches to it are difficult on account of the adjacent cxteks, 
and a communication can be kept open between it and cor 
afmy, — by which means the garrifon might receive fuccoors 
from time to time,«>--though we could not expe<ft to make 
It impregnable, yet we ihould have a profpccS: of holding i^ 
much longer than we could the work at Billingfport. In tbe 
pofitioni which) from my prefcnt view of it» I ihouki think 
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it beft for our army to take, the left wing of it would b^ 
nearly oppofite to Red-bank, and dierefore in a condition to 
rttieve and fupport it ;— whereas Billiagfport being more re- 
Hiote from the probable pofition of the army, and detach^ 
jf^m ftny odier work, could not eafily derive any affiftance 
from without, and muft rely wholly upon its own ftrength. 
- Eidier at Billingfptrt or at Fort-Ifland, I believe Acre i» 
aot much to be apprehended from the fire of the enemy's fhips 
ttaiaided by land batteries: for, as by the information of 
ibofe who ought to be acquainted with the fz&f not mors 
Aaa three ihips can z6k a-breaft at a time at either place,-* 
and 88 the gallies, not requiring the fame depth of water, 
can extsend themfelves at pleafure, and befides carry a fupe- 
fiorwei^t of metal to that which frigates commonly have,— 
a much fuperior fire c<nild be oppofed to them than any they 
could bring, and (from the difference of (ize and make be« 
tvreen the frigates and gallies) to much better tfkGt dian 
Aeirs. The comparative extent of die Hver at Billingfport 
Md at Fort-Ifland has been af&gned a$ a motive of prefer- 
cnce to the former, — the river being narrower there than at 
Ae hitter, /and fuppofed to admit of fewer (hips operating at 
k time : but as it is afTerted by the gentlemen in the river de* 
partment, diatthe fand-banks and fliallownefs of the river m 
mofl places near Fort-Mand compcnfate for die width of it, 
and make it impoffible for mare than three fliips to n& toge- 
dier at a time, — this reafon for preferring the pofition at Bil- 
Ungfport feems to have no foundation. And if we coo&ia: 
diat our whole' force of gallies and floating batteries would 
be coUeSed at FortJfland, affifted by the fort itfelf,— and 
that it would not be fafe to trufl them all out for the defence 
of Billingfport for fear of the difafler already fuggefted, — it 
feems evident enough that this is the place where our defence^ 
may be moft fuccefsfuUy made. 

One of the mofl weighty confiderationa with me h that 
our army, as before intimated, could more conveniendy 
to-operate wkh the defence by water here than at Billing»% 

port. 
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port. The ground on this fide i^ better fituated here tbaa lU 
the other place : and the army being fo much nearer the city ,, 
it is fo much the lefs likely that the enemy (hould be able, by- 
9., circuitous route, ^o fall into the rear of it, and- Jjeparate it 
from the city, — which is a circumftance that ou^ carefuUf 
to be attended to. : /:: 

/ Some gentlemen are of opinion thsij our principal depen« 
dcnce ought to be uponTort-Ifland and its appendages ; buCft 
at the fame time, that we Hiould make a part of our d^<;nce 
^t Billingfport,— propofmg, for that purpofe, diat the workifr 
tiiere fliould be continued on the new contra«9:ed fcale» to.bft 
garrifoned by four or five hundred men. The reafcHis for 
this are, that it would fervc to delay the cncmy> and give pur 
army time to come up, (hould it be at any diftance, — and thalf 
it would prevent thofc difagreeable igipreffions which never 
fail to accompany the abandoning works that have beea 
once raifcd^ and plans that have been once in executia% 
cfpcciaily when the pcribns concerned ip tlie defence of them 
rgpofc a degree of confidence in them, — which is (aid ip bt 
the cafe in tlic prcfcnt Inftancc. , 

. But thcfc rcafons may perhaps not be fo conclufive as it i^ 
imagined : for it is a qucflion, whether, if our army was fo 
{■emote as to make fjjch a delay necelTary, the enemy would 
cmbarrafs thcmfclvcs wiili removing the water obftruftions in 
the fir ft place, but would not rather debark and make a fapid 
march by land, poffcffing thcmfelves of the cjty, and of thofc 
pofitiorjs which would make the furrender of the gallics, Scc^ 
in fomc fort a natural confequence. , And it js worthy of 
confideration whed^er the abandoning the works beguq at thi? 
time, which will probably allow fomc leifure. for apy difa^- 
grecablc imprcffiQus it might make to be effaced, will not ht^ 
Icis injurious than the abandoning them hereafter when thejt 
h:ivc coil: more expcnfe, time, and labor, and in tlie critii 
cai moment (jfc\n attack, when every misfortune, nnd (he 
lofsof thcinoft inconfiderablc port, is tOo a.pt to have a mucli 
7 worfc 
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tvoife influence on the ihind^ than the real importance of if 
"willjuftify. 

Add to this the poflibility that the -garrifon, difmayed at 
fhe. approach of numbers fo fuperior to their own, might 
cot anfwer the end expedied from them, and might even be 
loft by their timidity ;— the certainty of lofmg the cannon af- 
ter the time limited for the defence, and thereby weakening^ 
diat of the upper pofition ;— the chance oflofing the gallics 
and floating batteries requifite for covering the chevaux-de- 
frife, by a hazardous and fuccefsful attempt to break through 
them, — and the garrifon with them, which would fall of 
courfe uponfuch an event.^ — ^It is however fubmitted' to Con- 
grefs to balance the advantages and difadvantages, and deter- 
mine accordingly. 1 would only beg leave to give it clearly as 
my opinion that our principal dependence ought to be upon 
Fort-Ifland and the obftru&ions there, and that Billingfport: 
ou^t not by any means to be defended more than as a fe- 
pondary obje£t : and, to that end, I would recommend that 
the works on Fort-Ifland,— which, on their prefent conflruc- 
pon, are by no means calculated for the defence of the che- 
vaux-de^frife, — ^be immediately altered and adapted to that 
purpole, taking care at the fame time to make them defen- 
liblc with a fmall number of men againft any fudden attempt 
to land in boats and carry them by affault, 
. But, whatever fcheme^ is purfued, I could wifh the greatcft 
4iligence and difpatch may be ufed in bringing it to matu- 
rity : for, though the danger which lately tlireatened feemy 
to have fubfided, there is no knowing how foon it may re- 
turn : and certainly it will be prudent to do every thing in 
pur power to be prepared for it, as we can lofe nothing by 
being fo, and may lofe a great deal by negleSing to improve 
flie interval of leifure they have given us, fhould it be their 
intention to revifit this quarter. As the means to this, it' 
ViD be neccflary to furniih Mr. Coudray, to whonr the fti- 
jpcrintendency of thofe works is intrufted, with a coinpe- 
tcat number of workmen, tools, and what other things he 

may 
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may want, to enable him to cariy CheiA on widi proprictji 
cafe, and expedition. 

On the whole, I am of opinion duit the 'obftnidions in 
tbe river, widi the help of gallies, floating batteries, and wiA 
tolerable induftry to put the land works in a proper ftate, 
will be extremely formidable to the enemy, and authoriie » 
reafonable expedlation of their being eflFedual. Tbe £m« 
Ihips alfo will contribute to tbis end : for diough thetv art 
many obfiacles to render their fuccefii precarious, and a hap* 
py concurrence of circumftances is neceflary towardi it,-^ 
any of which failing may difappoint the projed,— ^and there 
is therefore no room to be fanguine, yet there is fome pro* 
bability of its fuccecding ; and they will be at leaft an em* 
barrafiment and terror to the enemy, and will oblige them 
to ufe precautions inconvenient to them, and ferviceable 
to us. 

As an accurate knowledge of the country is eflendal to a 
good defence, — and as the enemy's aj^oach may be fodden, 
and we may be called to ad, without having time, whea it 
happens, to examine it fuSiciently if it is not done before- 
hand, it would anfwer a valuable purpofe to have it imme- 
diately carefully reconnoitred, and Jketches taken of all the 
landing-places, great roads, and by-paths^ encamping grounds, 
heights, rivers, creeks, moraiTes, and every thing that it 
can be of any importance to know. Marcus-Hook feems 
to be thie moA advanced place at which it is conjectured the 
enemy will land : the furvey fliould therefore comprehend 
all the country between that and Philadelphia. Monfieur 
Du Coudray has offered his feryice, with bis engineers, todo- 
this bufmefs, if authorifed by Congrefs, only requiring that 
they may be fupplied with horfes and a hand or two. If 
Congrefs approve of it, I (hall be glad they may be defired 
to enter upon it without lofs of time. 

Il>ave the honor to be, &c. * G. W, 
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Sir, Sunday evening *, 9 0* clock. 

I THIS miniate received ypur favor of this after- 
Aoon, tranfmitting intelligence that a fleet was ieen off Sinar 
puxent OQ the feyendi inftant. I was about dzree miles eaft* 
wafid pf the BiUet tavern> on the road leading to Coryel's fer«- 
Tf^ when the e^refs arrived.--— The troops are encaaipe4 
near the road, where they will remain till I have further ac> 
•omits refpe£ling the fl^t, which you, will be pleafed to for-^ 
ward to me by the earlieft conveyance after they come to 
baBd.-rI have the honor to be, &c. G. W^ 

* Augujl 10. 



Uead-Qtiarters^ Camf at Crofi-Roads^ Auguji 12, 1777. 

GENERAL Newcomb having informed me that ht 
tuid coHedted a body of about nve hundred Jerfey militia at 
Woodbury, 1 have defired him to endeavor to keep them to- 
gether while matto-s remain in their preient uncertainty and 
fiifpcnfe, add to employ them in whatever works may be car-^ 
rying on at Billingfport or Red-bank for the defence of dur 
iiver» I mention this, that, if it (hall be thought proper, 
monfieur Du Coudray may be dire&ed to call for the af* 
fiftance of tfaofe militia accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, &c. ' G. W. 



Htad-Qjuartersy Camp at Crpfs-Roads^ Auguji 15, 1777, 

Sir, 

MONSIEUR Du Goudray has laid before me a plan 
of the river, by which it appears that, for a confiderable 
fpace between th^two fand-banks on the eaft fide of Fort- 
IQand, there is from four to four and a bsilf fathoms depth of 

water^ 
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water. According to this reprefentadon, there i^ould W 
room for three frigates to lie between thofe banks in luch a 
pofition as to enfilade the works at Fott-Iilandi and make il 
difficult to maintain them. • 

There arc but two ways of remedying this inconvenience ; 
—one by having a fufficient number of chevaux-de-^frifefonk 
at the entrance between the two bonks ; — ^and the other, by 
having the left flank of Fort-Ifland fortification fupponed by 
a good battery capable of refifting the cannon of the ihlp^ 
and obliging them to <]uit dieir ftation. The firft is evidently 
preferable, becaufe the efficacy of it will be more ceitaiOi 
A few chevaux-de-frife properly placed might cSeSiu^ly bar 
all accefs to the fhips : but there is a poffibility that aily bat* 
tcry we can conftruift might be overpowered by the fire of 
the (hipping : and as we have few cannon, and Fort-Ifland 
is itfelf a marfhy fpot, incapable of affording c^rth for die 
batteries necefTary to be raifed upon it, which moft^be 
brought from the oppofite (hore, — it would not be prudent to 
multiply works there more than cannot be avoided^ It wottld 
alfo be a great advantage gained, to fecure the ifland from 
annoyance except in one point, and that in front, from only 
three fhips at a time,— which would be effefted by flopping 
up the paflage between the two banks with chevaux-derfrife. 
I fliould therefore think it of importance to have this mea^ 
fure immediately adopted and earned into execution. 

Witli great refpedl, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, IseJJiamlny Campy Augvjl l6, 1777. 

I DO myfclf tlie honor of addreffing a few lines to Con- 
grefs on a fubjedl which appears to me of infinite importance, 
and to have a claim to their ferious attention. The matter 
I allude to is the exorbitant price exadedby merchants and 
veixlers of goods for every neceflary they difpofe of. . I am 
fenfible the trouble and 1 ifk in importing give the adventurers 
a right to a generous price, and that fuch, from motives of 

policy! 
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polii^y, fliould be paid : but yet I carirtot coliceive that they, 
indirei^ violation of every principle of generofity, ofreafon, 
and of jufttde, ihould be allowed (if It is pofTible to reftraiii 
them) to avail themfelves of the difficulties of the time's, and 
to amafs fortunes upon thd public rUin* 

This grievance is now an objeft of univferfal complainf^ 
Siiid of univerfal appr^eniion i atid the confequ^nces that 
are likely to rrfult from a continuance of it excite in every 
'weH*«ffe£ted mind the moft difagreiesible feelings. The in* 
dofcd topy 6f a membrial from a part of the Pennfylvania 
officers ihews ihtir fentimeiits upon the fubj^ft ; arid I am 
perfuaded thofe of the whole iarmf are fimilar, as they havo 
and do experience the grofs ab'ofeS they complain of. I ktiow 
that ways and means, for preventing this evil wholly, are 
difficuk (if practicable) to find out: but I fhoiild hope that 
Congreis themfelveis, or the fupreme powers in thd refpedtive 
ftates» through their recommendation, may devife fome 
mode by wMch it may be f edreffed in part. 

I think there are two meafures, whi6h, if adopted and put 
imder proper regulations, woiild be of ctfiifiderable faving to 
the public,- and to the army, at the fame time that they 
would contribute a good deal to do away part of the uneafinefii 
of the latter, arifing from the enormous prices they are com- 
pelled^ to pay for neceflaries. The firft is the eftablifliment 
of public; tanneries in three or four of the ftates> tinder care 
of a. judicious commiflary or direcSlor, to which all the hides 
of the cattle killed for the army fliould be carried^ and tanned- 
There fhould be alfo deputies to attend the army to colledt 
the hides : and it appears to me that eftablifliing the tanneries 
b different ftates, — for inflance one in thisy and another in 
Connedkicut, — will be much more advifable than fixing on* 
ly one in either of them 5 as the bufinefs may be carried 011 
more cxtenfively, with more convenience, and at lefs C3f- 
penfe, than if the raw hides were to be tranfported to one 
place only, from which probably there wduld be a neccflity 
•f carrying them the whole diftance back again after they 
Vol. II. L were 
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were drefled. — This fubjefl was under coofideraliOQ of Ccm- 
grefs once before, and a commiOfary (if I recollo^ a Mr- 
Philips) appointed, who declined the o£Bce. LiBither' « of 
fucK eflential ufe, and fo indifpcnfably neceflary for (hoes and 
other purpofes in the army, that top much care nor too ef« 
fediual means cannot be taken to procure it. 

What I have ventured to mention, if gcmc inlQ, will.idl 
much to ourfupplies, and, lam certain, will prevent iheli^ 
and unjuftifiable prices demanded for this article when is die 
hands of private owners, fiefides, at thofe tanneries, . a nira* 
ber of artifls, fuch as fhoe and harae£s makers, mi|^ be cm- 
ployed to work the leather up. 

In like manner, fince our imports offpirit have become fo 
precarious, nay impra£licable, on account of. Uie enemy's 
fleet which infefts our whole coa(^,— I woul4 ^|; leave to 
fugged the propriety of ereding public diftiUerie$ in dif« 
fercnt dates. — The benefits arifmg from the iifioderatp ufe of 
flrong liquor have been experienced in all armies, apdaie 
not to be difputed,— In the prcfent iituatiun of siffaire, our 
foldicry cannot obtain fuch fupplics as are abfolutely necef- 
fary ; and if they are fortunate enpugh to get any, it is firom 
the futlcrs at mod extravagant rates> and at fuch. as are in- 
credible to tell of. This is a fource of much complaint, and, 
i fhould hope, may be removed by appointi(\g proper pcr- 
fons to buy grain anddidil it for the army,— 4arge quantities 
of which may be eafily procured, and on reafonable terms, 
in many of the dates. 

In refpeft to the obfervation in the memorial about rations, 
it is certain the prefent allowed value is by no means fuf- 
ficicnt ; nor docs it anfwer the purpofe intended. Since tfiat 
was fixed, provifions, like every other article, though not 
from the fanje caufes, have become extremely dear; and 
what at that time was a jud equivalent, is totally inadequate 
now. This matter, I doubt not, will have the attention of 
Congrefs, and fuch regulations be made refpedling it, as maf 
be right and equitable. 

It 
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It appears to me from the information I have received, that 
two companies— each to confift of iixty men at leaft — ^under 
proper officers, of unfufpeded attachment, fpirit and a<^vitjr» 
-^{hould be immediately raifed, to guard the laboratory and 
fiores at Carlifle. Their fecurity is of confiderable import-^ 
4nce, and ought to be attended to. Thefe companies, beildes 
ferving as a guard, will be frequently of ufe as^efcorts and con- 
voys to ftores.— If Congrefs fhould deem them neceflary, 
and order them to be enlifted, yet I v^ould recommend diat 
they (hould not be raifed as merely ftationary or local, ^-hav- 
ing found from experience that regiments or companies form-^^ 
ed upon fuch a footing enter upon other fervices with great 
£fcontent and reluSance, though the occafion fhould be 
never fo preffing. 

In a letter of the thirteenth of June, I fubmitted to Con-^ 
greis an application from the officers of cavalry refpe£ting 
their horfes, — whether they were to be provided at then* own 
or the public expenfe. lalfo laid before them, in a letter of the 
fif&i of July, captain Sullivan's requiiltion for pay.— -I ihall 
be glad to be honored with their determination upon thefe 
Ikibjed^ and alfo in general refpedling the line of condudl I 
ihould purfue as to the pay of officers taken prifoners at any 
time before the clofe of the l^ft campaign, who have been 
permitted to be on parole ; — and whether there is to be any 
diftindlion between fuch of them as are continued by new 
appointments, and thofe who are not. I have frequent ap- 
plications in thefe inflances, and wifh fo know how to aiSt, 

Since the exprcfs from general Schuyler left this, I receiv- 
ed a letter from governor Clinton, a copy of which, and of 
its inclofures, I herewith tranfmit, as they give a much more 
favorable account of the affair at Fort-Schuylcr, than was 
(Contained in his letter. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



L2 
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SfR, Jfejhammy Cttfhpy Auguji iTyV]1f.m 

TtlE litifavbi^ble fituation of our afiairs in the; 
northtm department, and the prefSng applications of general 
Schuyler for aid, induced me to write forae time ago to gene- 
ral Putnam to hold Vancortlandt and Livingffon's regiments 
in readmrfs to embark for Albany,- in cafe I fhould find it 
neceflary; and the futcoufS he r^eive(( of militia would juf- 
tify the meafure. I have the honor to acquaint you, that, by^ 
a letter from him, of the fixteenth, which came to hand yef- 
tcrday, he informed me, that, without waiting for fiirthex direc- 
tions, he had ordered them to proceed with all poffiblc cxpc- 
dirion, as the late advices from that quarter feemed to make 
a further augmentation of the army requifitc. 

Befides thcfe, L have, contrary to my wifties, but from die 
Bfeceffity of the cafes orderedi colonel Morgan to march inw 
mediately with his corps as an additional fupport. I hopr 
they will be of material fervice, particularly in oppodng the 
fcivage part of general Burgoyne's force, which, from every 
account^ fpreads a general alarm among the inhabitants, and 
axiccts the minds of the militia not a little^ who have not been, 
much accuftomed to their mode of warfare. 

I have tho honor to bc> &c.» G. W.- 



Hcad-Quartersy Camp at Crofs-Roadsy Augujl if^ tJIJ-^ 
Sir, 

COLONEL Portail, for himfelf and in behalf of the 
gentlemen with him, has made different applications to mtf* 
for horfes and fcrvants ; and I have been in a manner under 
the ncceflity of furnifhing them by way of loan, till Acf 
can be otherwife provided. They expedl thefe things to bcr 
found them at the public expenfe ; and inform me thanA^ 
matter is now before Congrefs, whofe determination the/ 
look for every moment. I have taken the liberty to men* 
tion this, becaufe I (hould be glad, if any thing of the kin' 
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is Intended, that it might 'be done as foon as convenient ; on, 
if it is not, that they maty be informed their expeftations are 
not well founded. This will put them upon providing for 
tbemfelvei, and prevent their repeating their applications to 
me on a fubjed which I am not authorifed to do any thing 
in—- 1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



SlKf HeJImminy Camp^' Auguji 18, 17^7. 

I LAST night had the honor of yAiir favor of the 
Seventeenth, with its inclofure. You will perceive by my le^ 
tcr of yefterday, tranfmitted by favor of the marquis De l4 
Fayette, that I had been fo happy as to anticipate tlie views 
of Congrefs by ordering colonel Morgan to ma<x;h with hii 
i:o]'ps to the northern army.. 

\ have the honor to be, &e. G. Wi 



Sir, Camp^ Bucks County^ Auguft 20, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor to forward you a packet wliich 
jtift came to my hands from geaei^^chuyler. In his letter 
to me he communicates an agreeable account of the face of 
affairs at Fort-jSchuyler .: I therefore do myfclf the pleafure 
of incloiing you an extraft, 
I have the honor to b^, &c. G. W. 



Sill, Camp at liejhanuwf^ Auguji 21., 1777. 

SINCE I wrote to you on the twelftli inftant on the 
fubjefl of the militia under the command of general New- 
eomb, I have received another letter frcmi him, which you 
I^ave inclofed. — By this it appears that the men were itot em- 
ployed in any way while they were at Red-bank, and that 
they are now anxious to get home to their farms, as they 
fce no immediate occafion for their fervices. As I had in 
fcnKB mesifure put them under the diredion of monfieur Di^ 

L 3 Coudra^^ 
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Coudray, I did not chufe to give them a difcharge widioiit 
confulting you, though in my opinion they had better be fnf- 
fered to go home than be kept difcontented^ as they vfiU turn 
out with more fpirit when they are wanted again. The bearer 
waits upon you for your determination. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. Wi 



Sir, Head-Quarters, Bucks County ^Aug. 21, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor to inclofe you a copy of 
doflor Franklin's letter in fstvor of count Pulafki, of Pelade 
by whom this will be handed to you. I fomedme ago had 
a letter from Mr. Deane, couched in terms equally &yoraUe 
to the character and military abilities of this gentleman.— 
How he can with propriety be provided for, you will be bcft 
able^to determine. — He takes this from me as an introdudoiy 
letter, at his own requeft. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Nejhaminy Camp, Auguji 21, 1777. 

FROM the time which has elapfed fincc general 
Howe departed from the capes of Delaware, there is the 
ftrongeft reafon to conclude that he is gone for either to the 
caftward or fouthward, and with a defign to execute fome 
determined plan. The danger of the fea, — the injury his 
troops muft fuftain from being fo long confined, — the lofs of 
time, fo late in the campaign, — will fcarcely admit a fuppofi- 
tion that he is merely making a feint, and ftill intends to re- 
turn either to Delaware or the North- river without perform- 
ing fome enterprife firft in another quarter. The probabilitj 
is in favor of a fouthern expedition, becaufe he has beenfeen, 
fmce his departure from the capes, off Sinapuxent, flcc.riDg 
a fouthern courfe,— and becaufe, had his deftination been to 

the caftward, his arrival there, from the eeneral ftate of the 
^ -J 

WIDW, 
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^inds, muft have announced it before this, or his fleet would 
have been difcovered by fome of the cruifers on that coaft. 

If he 18 gone to the foudi ward, he muft be gone far that 
way : for, had Cbefapeak-bay been his objeA, he would have 
been diere long fince, and the h&. well eftablifhed. Beyond 
that, there is no place (hort of Chariefton, of fufficient im- 
portance to engage his attention. The extenfive commerce, 
— the vaft accumulation of military and other, ftores in that 
town and its depeodencies,-— with the eclat it would give his 
arras if he (hould unfortunately take it,— aJfFord him ftronger 
inducements to direA his operations there, than he could pof- 
' fibly have elfewhere. 

Matters being dios circumftanced, an important queftion 
arifes, — how this army is to be employed ? — If his intentions 
are foch as I have fuf^ofed them, it appears to me that an 
attempt to follow him would not only be fruitlefs, but would 
be attended widi the mot) ruinous confequences. The dif- 
tance^ is fo immenfe that general Howe might accomplifh 
every purpofe he had in view, before we could poilibly ar« 
rive to oppofe him ; and fo long a march through an un- 
healthy climate at this feafon would debilitate and wafte a 
principal part of our force. Added to this,— after we had 
made a confiderable progrefs, he might eafUy reimbark bis 
troops and turn his arms againft Philadelphia or elfewhere, 
as he (hould think proper, without our being in a condition 
to give the leaft aid. 

As thefe, and many other reafons which will readily oc^ 
cur to Congrefs, will ftiew the impra£licability of our coun 
teradUng general Howe in that quarter with any good efFcdt, 
we have no other alternative left than to remain heie idle and 
inadive, on the remote probability of his returning this way, 
—or to proceed towards Hudfon's-river, with a view of oppof- 
ing general Burgoyne, or making an attempt on York-Ifland,. 
as the fituation of affairs (hall point out. A fuccefsful ftroke 
^'ith refpe£l to either would be attended with the moft (ignal 
advantages, and would be the beft combination we could make 

L4 f<^^ 
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for any loiTe^ we may fuftain to the fouthward. Bofidei 
thefe confideiations, — if, after all our copjedurcs and rcafoD^ 
iog upon the fubjecli general Howe flipuld be gone to the 
caft ward to co-operate with Mr Burgoyne, the army will be, 
by the movement propofed, fo far on its way, to prevent^ \ 
hope, die fucceis of his enterprife. 

The above reafoqs I^d me to call a coi^ncil of gencrad of- 
ficers this mornings to take the fubjeQ: of removing die 
troof^s frop hcnqe intp cpniideration ; and } am happy to 
inform Congrefs they were in fcntiment yjfith nie upon die 
occafipn, as they vi^ill perceive by a copy of the proceedingi 
tlicn had, which I do myfelf the honor of laying before them. 
iMeverthelefs, as it is a movement which may inyplyc the moft 
important cpnfequences, I have thought proper to fubmit it 
to Congrefs for their deliberation apd decifion* If it is deem- 
ed ejypedient, we have perhaps not a mpnient to lofe in car- 
Tying jt jnto cxpcution ; and, under this perfu^fion, 1 have 
fent colonel Hamilton, one of my aides, (who will have the 
honor of delivering this) to bring me the r^fuU of their 
opinion, , 

As t!ic northern department has been all along coniidered 
feparatc, and in fome meafure diftindt, and there are fpecial 
rcfolves vefling the command in particular perfons, — in cafe 
it fliou)d hereafter appear eligible to unjtq the two armies, it 
may perhaps be nj^ctjflaf y that Congrefs (hould place the mat- 
ter upon fuch a footing as to remove all fcruples or difficul- 
ties about the command, that could pofEbly arife on my ar- 
rival there. This I requeft, from a difpofition to harmony, 
and from rny knowing the ill and fataj confequences that 
have often arifcn f|om f^ch controverfie^, and not from the 
mo(t diflant apprehenfion that one would take place upoq 
fuch an event.— rThe thjng however is poffiblc; and to 
guard againft it, can do no injury, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 

P, S. That I may not appear inconfiftent, to advife, and to 
adl before I obtain ai^pinipn, — I beg |eavc to mention that 
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J ihall move the army t«> the Delaware to-morrow morning, 
to change their ground at any rate, a? their prcfcnt encampr 
ment begins to be difagreeable, and would injure theii beakh 
in a ihort time* Our forage alfo beg/ns to gr|[^w fcarcc 
here. 



Sir, Hslefiamlny Camp^ Jugj4ft 21^ >777? 

I i^M fhis moment honored with yours of this morn- 
ing, containing fcveral pieces of Jntclh'gence of the fleet's hav? 
ing been feen off the capes of Virginia on the fifteenth in* 
iOtant. I fhal), \xi confequence of this information, h^t upon 
my prefent ground till I hear fomethirjg further, 

Gotone) Pinckney of South-Garolina paid n>e a yifit two 
day/5 ago.— -He informed me that the military (lores in Charles- 
ton and the neighborhood were immenfe, and that he did 
not believe that the goyenior or commanding officer there 
had bad the lead intimation of the fleet's having (lood to the 
fouthward ; and he feemed very apprchenfive, that, if Charles- 
ton was their objeft, they would find them lulled into fecu? 
rity, and quite unprepared for an attack.— As I cannot yet 
^ink that general Howe ferioufly intends to go into Chefa- 
peak, I would by all means advife that an cxprefs be imme- 
diately difpatcbed (if one has not already gone) to warn 
thena of their danger, to let them prepare in the bcft manner 
for defence! and tq advife them to remove all fupernumerary 
ftores, 

1 fljall immediately call upon governor Livingfton to fiif- 
nifti the number of militia from the ftate of Jerfey, demanded 
by requifition of Gongrefs, to garrifon the forts in the High- 
lands, while the New-York militia march to reinforce the 
northern army.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 
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Head-Quartcrsy Camp at Crofi-R9ads^ ^uguji ait 1777- 
Sir, 

I AM honored with your favor containing die intd- 
Ugcncc of the enemy's arrival in Chefapeak-bay, and Ac n>- 
folution of Congrefs thereupon. — I have, in confcquence d 
this account, fent orders to general Nafli immediately to ea- 
bark his brigade and colonel Prober's corps of artillery, if 
veiTels can be procured foi the purpofe, and to proceed to 
Chefter,— or, if veiTels cannot be provided, to haften towardi 
that place by land with all the difpatch he can. I have alfe 
direded general Sullivan to join this army with his divifioB- 
as fpeedily as poflible , and I have iflued orders for all die 
troops here to be in motion to-morrow morning very earir, 
with intention to march them towards Philadelphia^ and on- 
wards. 

I am happy to find Congrefs have ordered the removal of 
the ftorcs from Lancafter and York, to places of greater fife-* 
ty, which is, without doubt, a very proper and ncceflary mca- 
fure.— With much refpe£t and efteem, I have the honor to 
be, fir, your moft obedient fervant, G. W. 



Sir, Ar«/^23, 1777. 

I BEG leave to inform you that the army marched 
early this morning, and will encamp, I expe(5l, this evening 
within five or fix miles of Philadelphia. To-morrow morn- 
ing it will move again, and 1 think to march it throu^ die 
city, but without halting. I am induced to do this, from die 
opinion of fevcral of my officers and many friends in Phila- 
delphia, that it may have fome influence on the minds of the 
difaffcfted there, and thofe who are dupes to their artifices 
and opinions. The march will be down Front and up Chef- 
nut-ftreet, and, I prefume, about feven o'clock. 

Notwithftanding the arrival of the enemy's fleet in Chefa^ 
peak-bay, and thq fecming probability that general How^ 

v'ilt 
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-vriSl debark his troops and attempt fomething, yet I would 
take the liberty to mention that I think the feveral works for 
the defence of the city fliould be carried on with the ufual in- 
duftry, and that no pains fhould be omitted to complete them. 
I would alfo advife that the fame look-outs for intelligence 
&ould be continued at the capes, and the earlieft information 
communicated of any thing material i for, though the fleet is 
in Chefapeak-bay, the enemy may puih in a number of vef- 
fels with troops, and make an effort to cfftA fome {Iroke 
againft Philadelphia by furprife. Such an event does not 
feem probable while they have a larger (hew of force in a 
neijghboring (late : but it will be prudent to guard againft 
it. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I think fome diredions fhould be given general Arm-^ 
ftrpng refpefting the militia. 



Sir, Chejiety Auguji 25, 1777, eight o'clock. 

I LAST night had the honor of your favor of the 
twenty-fourth, with its inclofures. — No letters came for you 
from general Schuyler ; and therefore, agreeable to your re- 
qneft, I tranfmit you a copy of one I received from him, and 
of the material papers which it covered. Among the copies, 
you will find general Burgoyne's inflruAions at large to lieu- 
tenant-colonel Baum, pointing out the objedls of his com- 
mand when he was firft detached. What we had before 
was after he marched, and was an anfwer to a report he 
had received from him. — There was alfo a miftake in 
his name before, l)eing called Bern in the copies fent by ge-* 
neral Lincoln. 

I (hall be happy if the account refpe£ling Staten-Ifland 
fliould prove true : — I hope it will. 

Two divifions of the army moved this morning, and will 
proceed after a fliort halt near this place to refrclh them- 
felves : the remainder will continue on their ground to day, 
10 order to reft and recover from the fatigue of the march 

yefterday 
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ycfterday and the day before. After trcakfaft 1 intend to fe 
out for Wilmington with the light-horfc, to reconnoitre .Ac 
xrountry, and to obtain the 'beft information I can refpedling 
ihe enemy.— I have the honor to be, ice. G. W^ 

P. S. The pubh'cation of general Burgoyne's inftr^iiSijoni^ 
;>vith a few co^ijments, I djiink might be attended widi many 
';t<{vantages. 



Sir, fVilmtngton^ 4«'^^{/?25, 1777, Jix f clocks P. Af^ 
THE inclofed intelligence lias juft come to my hands. 
General Greene's and general Stephen's divifions are within ^ 
few miles of this place. I Ihall order jhem to march imme- 
diately here. The two other divifions ibalted jthis day at 
I^rby to refrefli thcmfelves ; but they will come on as expe- 
^itioully as poffible. — There are about five hundred Pennfyl- 
vaijia militia at Cheft/sr apd Marcus-Hook, that are armfpd: 
there are a number more unarmed. — I have ordere4 all the 
armed immediately down. I do not know what number of 
militia of this ftatc arc yet coUefted : but I am tojd jhey 
turn out with great ahncrity. 

There are a quantity of public and private ftpres at th(J 
Head-oT-EIk, which I am afraid will fall into tlie enemy'^ 
hands if they advance quickly ; among others, there is aeon- 
fiderable parcel of fait. Every attempt will be made to fave 
that. — When I get my force colleded, I fiiall difpofe qf it in 
the moft advantageous manner in my power. To this end, I 
purpofe to yiew the grounds towards the enemy in tl^iC momr 
ing : I am yet a flranger to them. 

I have the honor to Ijc, &c. Q^ W. 



Sir, IVllm'm^to.ny ^^.^g^ifl 27j '777 

I THIS morning returned from the Head-of-Elk 
which I left laft night.— In refpcva to the enemy, I have m 

7 tliin; 



t^ng. flew to communicate : — they remaia where they dc-- 
barked firft.- I could not find out from inquiry what num» 
ber 16^ landed* uor form an eftimaie of it from the diftant 
view I had of their encanipb]ent«r But few tents were to be . 
feen from Iron^hill and Gray VhiU^ which are the only emi* 
nences about Elk. — I am happy to iaform you that all chcv 
poblic ftores are removed from- thence, except about fevci^- 
thoufand bufhels of corn. This I urged the commiflary tbero 
tognetofFas foon as.pofllble, and hope it will be effe^ed itk 
the courfeofafew days^ if the enemy fhould not prevent^*-* 
which their fituation gives them but too eafy an opportunity. 
of doing. The fcarcity of teama^ in proportion to the deman(t 
will. render the removal rather tedious, though I have di-«> 
Tested die quarter-mafter to fend fome from hence to expe-^ 
dite the meafure. 

A part of the Delaware militia are Rationed there ; and 
about nine hundred more from Pennfylvania are now on the' 
march, chat way, I alfo intended to move part of the army; 
that way to-<lay, but am under the necedity of deferring ic 
till dieir arms are put in order, and they are furnifhed witl>. 
amm.unitiony — both having been greatly injured by the heavy 
rains that fell yefterday and laft night. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



. Sir, Hfad-QuarterSy fVilminpon^ JuguftT^j ^111* 

HAVING endeavored, at the folicitation of the count 
De Pulafld, to think of fome mode for employing him in. 
•ur fervice, thcrt is none occurs to me, liable to fo few inr 
conveniences and exceptions as the giving him the command 
of the hovfe. This department is flill without a head, as I 
have not, in the prefent deficiency of brigadiers with the.- 
army, thought it advifable to take one from the foot for. 
that command. The nature of the horfe fervice with us be— 
ing fuch that they commonly aS in detachments, a general. 

officer with them is left neceflfary than at the head ofjlicu 

brigades 
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brigades of infantry. In the abfence of general Smallwood 
who is ordered to put himfelf at the head of the Maryhnd 
inilitia> we ihall hav« two brigades without generml officers. 

But though the horfe will fuffcr lefs from the want of t 
general officer than the foot, a man of real capaciry* expe- 
ritnce, and knowledge in that fervice, might be extremdj 
ufeful. The count appears, by his recomoaendationsy to 
have fudained no inconfidcrable military charafler in bis owa 
country : and as the principal attention in Poland has been 
for fome time paft paid to the cavalry, it is to be prefumed 
this gentleman is not unacquainted with it.—- I fubroit it to 
Congrcfs how far it may be eligible to confer the appoint* 
ment I have mentioned upon him : they will be fenfiUe of 
all the obje£lions attending the meafure, without my paiti- 
cularifing them, and can determine accordingly. 

This gentleman, we are told, has been, like us, engaged 
in defending the liberty and independence of his country, and 
has facrificed his fortune to his zeal for thofe objedb. He 
derives from hence a title to our refpedt, that ought to ope- 
rate in his favor, as far as the good of the fervice will per- 
mit : but it can never be expedled we (hould lofe fight of 
this. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Htad'Quartcrsy TVilmington^ -^f^mfi ^9$ 1777- 

ON my return to this place laft evening from Whitc- 

Qay creek, I was honored with yours of the twcnty-feventh, 

with fundry refolvcs of Congrcfs, to which I fhall pay due 

attention. 

The enemy advanced a part of their army yefterday to 
Gray's-Hill about two miles on this fide of Elk,—- whether 
with intent to take poft there, or to cover while they remove 
what ftorcs they found in the town, 1 cannot yet determine. 
—I do not know what ijuantity of private property remained : 
but of the public there were fcveral thoufand bu(hels of com 
and oats, which might have been removed alfo, had not moil 

9 . of 
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of the teams in the country been employed by private pet- 
/ons in bringing oflF very valuable goods. 

Our light parties ycffcrday took between thirty and forty 
prifpners : twelve deferters from the navy and eight from 
the army have. already come in ; but they are able to give us 
very little intelligence. They generally agree that their 
troops are hes^Hhy* but that their horfes i'uffered very much 
by the voyage. . \ 

By a letter from general Gates which you were pleafed to 
tr^liimit me yefterday» he requeAs that commii&ons may be 
jfeijl: to brigadiers Glover, Poor, and Patterfon, which I beg 
.t(]u^ favor of you to do by the/eturn exprefs. The two laft loft 
dieir» with their baggage at Ticonderoga, and general Glo- 
ver had none. — ^I have the honor to be, &c. G. Wl 



Sir, PFllmingtorif Augujl 30, 1777. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreiling you ycfter- 
day, nothing of importance has occurred, and the enemy 
remain as they then were. — I was reconnoitring the country 
and different roads all yeAerday, and am abw fetting out on 
the fame buflnefs again. 

Senlible of the advantages of light troops, I have formed 
a corps under the command of a brigadier, by draughting a 
hundred from each brigade, which is to be conftantly near 
the enemy, and to give them every poffible annoyance, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

Ten o'clock. — This miimte twenty-four Britifli prifonersar-- 
rived, taken yeflerday by captain Lee of the light-horfe. 



Sir, fVilmington^ September i, 1777. 

THE lateft and moft material intelligence which I 

have obtained refpefting the enemy, you will find in the in- 

clofed papers which I do myfelf tlie honor of tranfjuitting to 

you. 

How far the enemy have it in view to extend fhemfelves 
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in a line from bay to bay, I carmot determine: but thie iSica 
has taken place with many ; and it is faid to be founded oa 
dieir hints to fome peifons, who,*«-from accident in fome 
inftances, and perhaps choice in otherff, — have had a more 
familiar intercourfe with them. I cannot fuppofe they have 
any fuch defign, or, if they have, that it can be more than 
temporary for procuring fupplies of provifions. 

General Howe's declaration is agreeable to bis cdnftaolt 
ufage. and is what we might reafonabty expeft. The only 
difference is, the prefent* exhibition is ftyW a * declaratkn! 
It is another effort to feduce the people to give up thrir 
rights, and to encourage our foldiery to defert. The fadls 
•ontained in the depofition o( Francis Alex^nli6r^ \vhich 
you have alfo inclofed, feem to be oppofedto that regukiritjr 
and difcipline whicli are promifed by the declaration. 

Yefterday there was fome llurmifliing between one of our 
advanced parties an^ one of the enemy's, in which they were 
obliged to retreat with the lofs of an officer and three men 
killed, according to report. — We had one private wounded. 

I have received no particular accounts refpefting the Mary- 
land Eaftern-Shore militia : from the beft infotmation I have, 
a great many are well difpofed to turn out, but are prevented 
giving their' aid through the want of arms. — Apprehending 
that the militii there would ftand in need of an ofEcer to ar- 
range them, I wrote to general Cadwallader, requefting his 
good offices, which I am told have been exerted. — Colonel 
Gift is now gone down, and I expe£l will move on as foon 
as pofTible, with fuch as are armed, towards the enemy.— 
General Smallwood is gone to take the command of thofe on 
the Weftern-Shore, of whom I hear many are collecting :— 
but I have no authentic advices on the fubjcdt. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

Will it not be advifable to order colonel Richardfon's re- 
giment from their prefent flation, to march and join the 
Jiaftcrn-Shorc militia ? 
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Sir, Wilmington^ September i, 1777. 

AT half after twelve o'clock I was honored with yours 
of this morning, with its feveral inclofures. — I fhall make in- 
quiry refpedling the workmen in the militia, and will order 
all to be detached, that can be fpared. 

The intelligence from the northward is very interefting, 
and I hope will be fucceeded by other fortunate events. — I am 
ferry general Arnold did not arrive fooner : if he had, it is pro- 
bable the enemy would have fufFered confiderably in their re- 
treat. — I flatter myfelf that we fhall have nothing more to ap- 
prehend in that quarter this campaign, and that the difgrace 
and difappointment they have met with will produce a favor- 
able change in the difpofitions of the Indians. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Yoii will be pleafed to fend the letter for colonel 
Hughes by the eaftern pod to-morrow. 



Sir, Wilmington, Sept. 3, 1777, eight o'clock^ P. M. 

I THIS minute returned to head-quattcrs where I 
found your favor of this date, with the refolves refpedling 
general Sullivan, and colonel Richardfon's batalHon. — I had 
converfed with general Sullivan upon the fubjeft, and ob- 
ferved to him that it was neceflary an inquiry fhould be had 
relative to the affair of Staten-Ifland, as his conduct was 
cenfured, and much diJQTatisfaftion prevailed. He was fenfi- 
fible of the propriety of the meafure, and exprefled a defire 
that it (hould take place, provided he could have the benctit 
of general Smallwood's teftimony, who was on the expedi- 
tion. — ^That gentleman happens at this time to be in Mary- 
land ; which muft neceflarily delay the inquiry, unlefs fome 
JBode can be agreed upon for obtaining his fentiments upon 
the matter. 

This morning the enemy came out with a confiderahlc 
force and three pieces of artillery, againft our light advanced 
<-'c>i~ps, and, after fome pretty fmart fkirmilhing, obliged 
AToL. il. M xltv&ia 
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them to rctr&at, — ^being far inferior In number, and withool 
cannon^— The lols on either fide is not yet afcertained : oow, 
though not exa&ly known. Is not very coniiderable : theirs* 
we have reafon to believe, was much greater, as fome of 
our parties, compofed of expert markfinen, had opportsni* 
des of giving them feveral dofe, we]l-dire6}ied fires, — tnort 
particularly In one Inftance, when a body of riflemen ioftm^ 
ed a kind of ambufcad^ — ^They adiranced about two milei 
this fide of Iron-Hill, and then withdrew to that place, leav- 
ing a piquet at Couch's mill, about a mile in front. Our 
parties, now lie at White-Clay creek, except the advanced 
piquets, which are at Chriftiana bridge. 

On monday a large detachment of tlie enemy laoded at 
Cecil court-boufe; and diis morning I liad- advice of tfadr 
having advanced on the Newcaftle road as &r as Caifon's 
tavern. Parties of horfe were fent out to reconnoitre them, 
which went three miks beyond the Red-Lion, but codd 
neither fee nor hear of them ; whence I conjeiSture they filed 
>^ off by a road to their left, and &11 in with their main body.— 
The delign of their movement this morning ieems to have 
been to difperfe our light troops who had been troublefome 
tfi them, and to gain pofleffion of Iron-Hill, to eftablifti a 
pod moft probably for covering their retreat in cafe of acci- 
dents.—! have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ PFilmington, Sept. 5, 1777. 

SINCE I did myfeif the honor of writing to you the night 
before laft, the enemy have remained entirely quiet. — A per- 
foil wlio came exprefs from general Rodney informs mc that 
the enemy's fhipping fell down from Cecil court-houfe oa 
tucfday laft ; but how low, he does not know. I have 
defired general Rodney to inquire into this matter, and, i^ 
it be true,, to fend pcrfons along the bay (hore to fee where 
they He. — General Maxwell, who is jufl: come up from A* 
lines, confirms the account of tlie fhippiug having ftllcn 
down Elk: but it is thought to be with a deilgn of going op 
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ihe other arm of the bay for the convenience of watermg 
near the mouth of Sufquehanna. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. We have not been able to afcertaih the tfhemy*s loft 
in the late aftion any other way than by a woman who 
came from their camp yefterday : — flie fays fhe faw nine 
waggon-loads of wounded. I think this probable, becauf© 
We had about forty killed and wounded ; and, as our men 
were thinly poftedj they muft have done more damage upon 
a dofe body^ than they received. 



Sir, ' N'ewpm, September 7, 1777. 

lilS cx(iellency being out reconnoitrings and huCilf 
engaged in the affairs of the army, I have the honor to ac- 
knowledge his receipt of your letter of the fixth, with the 
refolutions inclofed^ which came to hand yefterday afternoon; 

In refpe<Sl to the militia requefted of Jerfey, his excellency 
is doubtful whether they can be obtained : for governor 
Livingfton, by a late letter, informed him that hfe had no 
cxpeiiation that more than three hundred, of the thoufand 
tailed for to garrifon the pofts in the Highlands, would 
marchi notwithftandlng he had ijQTued orders for that pur- 
pok ; and that three weekis would probably elapfe before 
that number went. If the requifition can be complied with^ 
he has no doubt of general Dickinfon's exertions, and is fatis- 
fied df the propriety of appointing hini to the command. This, 
he imagines, would havfc followed of courier as he is major- 
general of all the militia in the ftatc, and has given ample 
iefttm<](ny,a$ well of his capacity as of hisfirmnpfs and bravery. 

By deferters and other intelligence,- his excellency was in- 
fornted laft night that the enemy's '^hole force left Elk yef- 
iibrday, and advanced on the road toward? Chriftianai Th6 
deferters added that they had difenc umbered themfelves of all 
tiftir tents and baggage, and had fent them back and reim- 
^rked them. All their fliips, except two or three which 
tXt ibipsof war, are £ud to have fallen down the bajTr below 
• ^ M 2 tlat 
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tlic mouth of Saflafras.— We have had no information to- 
day of any further movements ; and I beUcve their main bo- 
dy lies about Iron-Hill.' 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 

P. S. The deferters faiJ they had deflroyed a good deal of 
the com, &c, they found in ftore. 



Sir, Eight mill's from li^ilmlngton. Sept. g, 1777' 

THE enemy advanced yellerday with a feeming in- 
tention of attacking us upon our poft near Newport. We 
waited for them the whole day ; but they halted in the even- 
ing at a place called Milkown, about two miles from us.— 
Upon reconnoitring their fituation, it appeared probable that 
they only meant to amufe us in front, while their real intent 
was to mart 11 by our right, and, by fuddenly pafGng the Bran- 
diwine and gaining the heights upon the north fide of that 
river, get between us and Philadelphia, and cut us off from 
that city. To prevent this, it was judged expedient to change 
our poiitiou immediately : the army accordingly marched at 
two o'clock this morn in;;, and will take poft this evening 
upon the higli grounds near Chad's ford. — We have heard 
nothing c ircumftantial from the enemy this day : when I do, 
I fliall immcdi;iteiy tranfmit you an account. 

I have the h(?nor to be, &:c. G. W. 



Sir, Chad's Ford^ September lo, 1777. 

YESTERDAY evening I received the honor of your 
letter of the ninth, with its fevcral inclofures — I have written 
to general Putnam to detach the fifteen hundred men men- 
tioned by Coiigrefs, and inclofe my letter upon the fubjefl* 
whicli you will be pleafed to forward to him by the earliefl 
opportunity. 

In rcfpecl to tiie fubjeft of monfieur Du Coudray's letter, 
I would beg leave to pbferve, however eligible the meafurc 
might othervvifc be which he recommends, an attempt to car* 
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ry it into execution at this time would anfwer no valuable 
purpofe, as the work in all probability could not be more 
than marked ou^ when it would be wanted. 1 would alfo 
add that I do not conceive any great advantages could be de- 
rived from it, fuppofmg it could be completed, — as w'e are 
certain the enemy will never attack lines which they can avoid. 
If they were obliged to approach Philadelphia by a particular 
route, in fuch cafe no exertions fhould be fpared to creQ. 
works, and the adoption of the plan would be highly expe- 
dient. 

The enemy are now lying near Kcnnet's Square, and in a 
tolerably compaft body. They have parties advanced on the 
Lancafter road, and on thofe leading over this ford and to 
Wilmington. Manoeuvring appears to be their plan. I 
hope, notwithftanding, that we Ihall be able to find out their 
real intended route, and to defeat thQir purpofes^ 

By light-horfemen this inflant come in, the enemy are in 
motion, and appear to be advancing towards us. His excel- 
lency is giving the neceflary orders, and getting the troops 
under arms, which prevents him from figning this himfelf as 
was intended at firft. 

I have the honor to be, &:c. R. H. Harrison. 

Onf 0* clock* — It is faid the enemy have halted. 



Sir, Camp at Chad's Ford^ September ro, 1777. 

YOUR favor of this morning tame to hand about 
two o'clock. His excellency was then out, and dill is. — I 
have nothing material to inform you of refpefting the enemy. 
—By the laft advices from our reconnoitring parties, they 
had halted in a Ioav ground ftrongly flanked by two hills; 
about a mile below Welch's tavern. It is fuppofed they 
moved from the poft they occupied this morning, for 
want of water. — Some intcrefting event may take place 
to-morrow, as they are within a convenient diftance to. at- 
ta^ck, if.they have any fuch intention. 

Ihavcthehonorto.be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 

M 3 
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Chad's Ford^ Sept. 1 1> 1777, three quarters after ^ o'clock AJA^ 

Sir, 

THE enemy are now advancing. Their prefent ap- 
pcarance indicates a difpofition to purfuc this route. If diejr 
do, I tnift they will meet with a fuitable reception, and fudi 
a$ will eflablifli our liberties.— They are now advanced near 
^he Brandiwine, and have fired feveral pieces of artillery. 
I have tl^c hpnor to be, &c. R. H. Har&isov. 



Sir, Chad^s Fordy^o^cloch P. M. Sept. II, 1777. 

WHEN I had the honor of addreffing you this morn- 
ing, I mentioned that the enemy were advancing, and had be- 
gun a cannonade. — I would now beg leave to inform yott 
that they have kept up sl brilk fire from their artillery ever 
fince. Their advanced party was attacked by our light troops 
under general Maxwell, who crofled the Brandiwine for diat 
purpofe, and had pofted his men on fome high grounds on 
each fide the road. The fire from our people was not qf 
long duration, as the enemy prefled on in force, — but was 
yery fevere. 

What lofs the enemy fuftained, cannot be afcertained witfi 
precifion : but, from our fituation and the brifknefs of the 
attack, it is the general opinion, particularly of thofe who 
were engaged, that they had at leaft three hundred men kill* 
pd and wounded. — Our damage is not exaftly known : but, 
from the beft accounts we have been able to obtain, it doc« 
not exceed fifty in the whole. 

After this affair, the enemy halted upon the heights, where 
they have remained ever fmce, except a detachment of them 
■which filed off about eleven o'clock from their left, and 
which has fince paffed Brandiwine at Jones*s ford, be- 
tween five and fix miles above Chad's. The amount of it 
]& not known, — the accounts refpe6ling it being various, 
6 — fomc 
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— »foiiie making it two or diree thoo&Dd ftroRg^ and othexs 
more* 

Generals Sullivan, Stirling, and Stephen, with their diTi* 
fiOnSf are gone in purfuit, and to attack it if they can with 
any profpe£l €)( fuccefs.— -There has been a (battering loofe 
fire between our parties on each fide the creek fince the ac^ 
don in the morning, which juft now became warm, when 
general Maxwdl pafled over with his corps, and drove them 
hem their ground with the lofs of thirty men left dead on the 
fpot (among them a captain of the forty-ninth), and a nam* 
bcr of intrenching tools with which diey were throwing up k 
battery. 

At half after four o'clock, the enemy attacked general 
Sullivan at the ford next above this, and the a£tion has been- 
very violent ever fince.J»-It ftill continues* — A very feverc 
cannonade has begun here too ; and I fuppofe we fhall have 
a very hot evening : — I hope it will be a happy one. 

I have the honor to be, in great hafte, fir, your mod obe- 
dient fervant, R. H. Harrison. 



Sir, Chejier^ Sept. 11, 1777, twelve o'clock at night. 

I AM forry to inform you, that, in this day*s engage- 
ment, we have been obliged to leave the enemy matters of 
the field. — Unfortunately, ^e intelligence received, of the 
enemy's advancing up the Brandiwine and croffing at a ford 
about fix miles above us, was uncertain and contradictory, 
notwithftanding all my pains to get the beft. This prevented 
me making a difpofition adequate to the force with which 
the enemy attacked us on our right ; in confequencc of which, 
the troops firft engaged were obliged to retire before they 
could be reinforced. In the midtt of the attack on the right, 
that body of the enemy, which remained on the other lide 6i 
Chad's ford, croflcd it, and attacked the divifion there under 
the command of general Wayne, and thd light troops under 
jeaeral Maxwell, who, after a fevere conflidl, alfo retired.-— 

M 4 The 
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yhe militia under the command of geneml Armftrong, be- 
ing ported at a ford about two miles below Chad's, had no 
opportunity of engaging. 

But, though we fought under many difadvantages, and 
^ere, from the caufes above mentioned, oWiged to retire, yet 
our lofs of men is not, I am perfuaded, very confiderable,— 
I believe, much lefs than the enemy's. We have alfp lofi 
fcven or eight pieces of cannon, according to the beft infor- 
mation I can at prefent obtain. — The baggage, having been 
previoufly moved off, is all fecure, faving the men's blankets, 
which being at their backs, many of them doubtlefs are loft. 

I have direfted all the troops to aflemble behind Chefler, 
where they are now arranging for this night. — Notwith*- 
ftanding the misfortune of the day, I am happy to find the 
troops in good fpirits : and I hope another time we (hall com- 
penfate for the loffes now fuftained. 

The niarquis La Fayette was wounded in the leg, and ge- 
neral Woodford in the hand : divers other officers were 
wounded, and fome flain ; but the numbers of either cannot 
now be afcertained. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. It has not been in my power to fend you earlier in- 
telligence, — the prefcnt being the firft leifure moment I have 
had fmCe the adlion. 



Sir, Head-Quarters, Germantoivny Sept, 13, 1777. 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of this date. 
— I heartily wilh the works on Delaware were completed: 
but I think,— and in this opinion my officers concur, — that 
thefervice will be injured if any part of the continental troq)S 
were now to be employed about them. If we/hould be ableto 
oppofc general Howe with fuccefs in the field, the works will 
be unnccefTary ; — if not, and he fhould force us from hence, 
he will certainly poffefb himfelf of them. But, to prevent his 
attempting it now, I have direfted the meadows on Proviucc- 

Iflaiid 
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Hand to be overflowed immediately, and any other groundr 
that may be thought neceffary for that purpofe.— The works 
have been more peculiarly under the direiftion of monfieur 
Du Coudray ; and I doubt not he will pay every attention to 
their completion and fecurity, that the fituation of affairs will 
admit of. 

A part of the militia under general Armftrong will be pott- 
ed along Schuylkill, to throw up redoubts at the different 
fords, which will be occafionally occupied, whilft I move to 
the other fide with the main body of the army. — This difpo- 
fition appears to me the moft eligible from a confideration of 
all circumftaHces, and better than if any part of our prefcnt 
force was to be employed at the forts. — If further reinforce- 
ments of the militia ihould come in, they perhaps may be 
more properly afllgned to that bulinefs than any we now 
have. 

Your letter refpedling general De Borre jull now came to 
hand : I fhall tranfmit him a copy of it and of the refolution. 
There can be no court of inquiry into his condu6l at this 
time : — as foon as the ftate of the army will admit, it will be 
held.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Head'QuartcrSy near Germanlozvn, Septefnler 14, 1777. 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honor of yours of this morning, incloC- 
ing the copy of a letter from general Dickinfon. — ^In confc- 
quence of the interefting information contained in it, 1 have 
written to general Putnam, directing him to fend forward 
a fecond detachment of a thoufand men in addition to the 
former, as you will perceive by perufing the inclofcd du- 
plicate of my letter to him, which you will be pleafed to 
feal and difpatch as expeditioufly as poffible, left the original 
(hould by any accident mifcarry. 
I have the honor to be, tec. G. W. ' 

P. S. You have alfo copies of other letters, by which you 
will perceive the meafurcs I am taking, and which you 
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twtt in like manner be pleafed to forward. — On fecon^ 
tiioaghts, I fhould be glad you would tranfmit the incdofuret 
«pen to general Dickinfon, for his perufal azid informatiooy 
and to be forwarded by hinu 



Sir, Buck Tavern^ Sept. 15, 1777, three o'clock P. M. 

YOUR favor of yefterday, with its feveral rnclofures, 
came to hand lad night. — Though I would willingly pay 
every attention to the refolutions of Congrefs, yet, in the late 
inftance refpefting the recall of general Sullivan^, I muft beg 
leave to defer giving any order about it, till I hear further 
from that honorable body. — Our fituation at this time is cri- 
tical and delicate \ and nothing fhould be done to add to it» 
embarraflments. We are now moft probably on the point of 
another adlion : and to derange the army by withdrawing 
fo many general officers from it, may and muft be attended 
with many difagreeable if not ruinous confequences. Siich 
a proceeding at another time might not produce any bad ef- 
Jcdls : but how can the army be poffibly conduced with a 
profpefl of fuccefs, if the general officers are taken off in the 
moment of battle ?— Congrefs may rely upon it, fuch a mea- 
fure will not promote but injure the fervice. 

It is not my wifli to prevent or to delay a proper inquiry 
into general Sullivan's conduct a fingle inftant, when the 
ciicumftances of the army will admit ; but now they prohibit 
itr and (I think) the fufpenfion in his command alfo. The 
recall of general St. Clair obliged me to part with general Lin- 
coln whon\ I could but ill fpare ; fo that the whole charge 
of his divifion is now upon general \Vayne, there being no 
other brigadier in it than himfelf. — The Maryland troops, if 
general Sullivan is taken away, will not have one general of- 
ficer, general Smallwood being at the head of the militia com- 
ing from that ftate, and general IX* Borre fufpended : — added 
to this, colonel Gifl, who commands one regiment of tbem, is 
now from it by carder. — In a word, fir, whether the charges 
alleged againft g<'riMal Sullivan arc true or fulfe, or whether 

his 
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hi8 conduit has been exceptionable or not, I am fatisficd the 
refolution for his recall at this time was unhappily adopted, 
and, if carried into execution, will not fail to add new diffi* 
culties to our prefent diftrefles: and I am obliged to obferve, 
in juftice to my own charadler, that I cannot be anfwerahlc 
for the confequences whiclj may arife from a want of officeis 
to aflift me. 

It gives me great pleafure to find general Gates is on fo 
refpeftable a footing ; and I hope our affairs in that (juarta*^ 
in the courfe of a little time, will be in as profperous a traia 
as we could reafonably wifh. 

The main body of the enemy, from the bed intelligence [ 
have been able to get, lies near Dilworthtown, not far from 
the field of acSlion, where they have been bufily employed ij» 
burying their dead, which, from accounts, amounted to a 
very confiderable number. — We are moving up this road to 
get between the enemy and the Swedes* ford, and to prevent 
them from turning our right flank, which they feem to have 
a violent inclination to efFeft, by all their movements. 

I would beg leave to recommend in the niofi: earneft man.- 
ner, that fome board or committee be appointed, or forae 
mode adopted, for obtaining fupplies of blankets for the 
troops : — many are now without ; and the fcafon becoming 
cold, they will be injured in their health, and unfitted for fer- 
vice, unlefs they are immediately provided with them. Our 
fupplies in this inftance, as well as in every article of cloth- 
ing, cannot be too great, as there are frequent lofres not ea» 
fily to be avoided. — I would alfo obferve that I think, in poin^ 
of prudence and found policy, every fpecies of provifion* 
fhould be removed from the city, except fucli as will be nc- 
ceflary to fupply the prefent demands of this army. I have 
been told there are confiderable quantities in private hand*, 
which fhould not be fuffered to remain a moment longer thaa 
they can be conveyed away. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G- W. 
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Camp between the Warren and Hliltc-Hoijc 

Sir, Taverns y September |6, 1777. 

IsARRlVED here laft night with the army, and am 
now fo for advanced as to be in a pofition to meet tlie ene- 
my on the route to Swedes* Ford if they fliould diredl their 
courfe that way. — Their fituation I believe, from the bed in- 
formation I have been able to obtain, is 'nearly the fame as it 
-was yefterday evening when I wrote to yon. 

I have ordered all the troops to be refreshed this morning, 
as they were late in getting to their ground laft night, and they 
•are now cooking their provifion. In the mean time I intend 
to fee my general officers, and to colleft tlieir fentiments upon 
the fubjcA of our next movement and operations. 

General Smallwood was at Oxford meeting-houfe yeftcr- 
diay. He has with him about eleven hundred and fifty rank 
and fife fit for duty ; but nor more than eight hundred and 
iixty or feventy are well armed, — forae are without any ; 
they want ammunition too and many neceflaries. The for- 
mer I ordered on funday. — Colonel Gift is atChriftiana with 
about fcven hundred men, who will form a junftion with 
general Smallwood. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



8jr, Ye I lovj' Springs^ St pi ember 17, 1 777. 

I HAVE been honored with your two favors of yef- 
terday, and their inclofures, to which due attention fhall be 
paid. 

The enemy fcem now to be ftraining every nerve to ac- 
complifti their purpofe : but I truft, whatever prefent fuc- 
ccfs they may have, they will, ere long, experience a rever^"^ 
of fortune.— If they have four thoufand men in the Jcrfcy ^^' 
it is probable they have fomething more ferious in view th^'"' 
a mere diverfion: but I am in hopes, when general M'Dc*""- 
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gul comes to unite his force with the militia, general Dic- 
kinfon will be ftrong enough efFediually to make head 
againft them. 

Yefterday the enemy moved from Concord, by the Edo-e- 
mont towards the Lancafter road, with evident defign to gain 
our right flank. This obliged us to alter our polition and 
march to this place, from whence we intend immediately to 
proceed to Warwick. — We fufFered much from the feverc 
weather yefterday and laft night, being unavoidably feparat- 
ed from our tents and baggage, — which not only endangers 
the health of the men, but has been very injurious to our 
arms and ammunition. Thefe, when we arrive at Warwick, 
we fliall endeavor, as foon as poffible, to put again into a 
proper condition, — to do which, and to refrefh the men, arc 
two principal motives for going there. 

I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W. 



Sir, Camp near Pottos-Grove^ September 23, 1777. 

I HAVE not had the honor of addrefling you fince 
vour adjournment to Lancafter, and I fmcerely wifti that my 
tirft letter was upon a more agreeable fubjeil. — The enemy, 
by a variety of perplexing manoeuvres through a country 
from wliich 1 could not derive the leaft intelligence (being 
to a man difaffefted), contrived to pafs the Schuylkill laft 
night at the Flat-land and other fords in the neighborhood 
of it. They marched immediately towards Philadelphia, and 
I imagine their advanced parties will be near that city to- 
night. 

They had fo far got the ftart before I received certain in- 
telligence that any confiderable number bad croflTed, that I 
found it in vain to think of overtaking their rear, with troops 
Uarrafled as ours had been with conftant marc!iiiig fince the 
battle of Brandiwinc ; and therefore concluJed, by tjie advice' 
of all the general officers, to march from this place to-morrow 
morning towards Philadelphia, and on the way endeavor to 
9 fonr 
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form a jtinflion with the continental troops under geoentt 
M*Dougal from PcekfkiU, and the Jerfey militia under gene* 
ral Dickinfon, both of whom are, I hope, on this fide the 
J)elaware.— I am alfo obliged to wait for general Wayne 
and general Smallwood j who were left upon the other jide of 
Schuylkill, in hopes of falling upon the cnemy^s rear : — but 
they have eluded them as well as us. 

When I laft recrojQTed the Schuylkill, it was with a fina' 
intent of giving the enemy battle wherever I ihould meet 
them, and accordingly advanced as far as the Warren taverti 
vpon the Lancafler road, near which place the two armiei 
were upon the point of coming to a general engagement^ but 
were prevented by a moft violent flood of rain, which con- 
tinued all the day and following night. When it held up, vr€ 
had the mortification to find that ouf ammunitiony^which « 
had bet^n completed to forty rounds a man, was entirely ru- 
ined ; and in that fituation we had nothing left for it but to 
find out a ftrong piecft of ground which we could eafily 
maintain till we could get the arms put into order, and a re-' 
cruit of ammunition; 

Before this could be fully effe£led, the enemy marched 
from their pofition near the White-horfe tavern, down the 
road leading to tlie Swedes' Ford. — I immediately crofled thtf 
Schuylkill above them, and threw myfdf full in their fronts 
hoping to meet them in their paflage, or foon after they had 
pafled the. river — The day before yefterday they were again 
in motion, and marched rapidly up the road leading towards 
Reading. — This induced ine to believe that they had two ob- 
je£ts in view, — one to get round tlie right of the armv,— the 
other perhaps to detach parties to Reading where we hadcon- 
fiderable. quantities of military ftores. 

To fruftrate thofe intentions, I moved the army up on thii 
fide the river to this place, determined to keep pace with them? 
but early this morning I received intelligence that they had 
croffed the fords below, — Why I did not follow immediatelyi 
I huve mentipned in the former part of my letter : but th^^ 

ftrong^^® 
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ilrongeft rcafon againft being able to make a forced march h 
the want of Ihoes* Meflieurs Canoll, Chafe, and Penn, who 
were fome days with the army, can inform Congrefs in how 
deplorable a fituation the troops are, for want of that neceC* 
iary article. At lead one thoufand men are bare-footed, and** 
have performed the marches in that condition. — I was told of 
z great number of fhoes in the hands of private people in 
Philadelphia, and fent down to fecure them : but I doubt tht 
approach of the enemy will prevent it« 

I have planned a method of throwing a garrifon into Fort: 
Mifflin. — If it fucceeds, aad they, with the afSftance of the 
ihips and gallies, fhould keep the obftrudtions in the river, 
general Howe*s fituation in Philadelphia will not be the nwft 
agreeable : for if his fupplies can be flopped by water, it 
may he eafily done by land. To do both ihall be my utmoft 
endeavor ; and I am not yet without hope that the acquifi- 
tion of Philadelphia may, inftead of his good foj-tune, prove 
fais ruin. 

General St. ClaiTj who has been conftantly with the army 
for fome time pall, can give you many pieces of information 
which may have efcaped me, and therefore I rb&r you to 
hira for many particulars. 

If thei^e are any fhoes and blankets to be had in Laacafter 
or that part of the country, I earneftly entreat you to have 
them taken up for the ufe of the army. I have been inform- 
ed that there are large parcels of (hoes in particular there. 

Finding that the inclofed came from colonel Gibfon, I took 
the libeity of opening it, asl wanted much to know what route 
he was taking. 

I have ordered all the Virginia militia who arc tolerably 
armed to come forward and join the army. Thofe who have 
no arms are to wait at Frederiftown in Maryland till they 
hear whether any can be provided for them at Lancafter : 
you will therefore be pleafed to make inquiry what number 
<an be procured there, and fend an exprefs to Frederic with 
orders for as many men to come forward, as there are arms- 

I have th.e honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Campf twenty miles from Philadelphia^ OSlober 3, 1777. 

SlR» 

YESTERDAY afternoon I had the honor to receive 
your favors of the thirtieth ultimo with their Inclofures.— I 
was much obliged by the accounts from the northern army> 
though in general they had reached me before ; and I flatter 
myfelf we (hall foon hear that they have been fucceeded by 
other fortunate and interefling events, as the two armiesi by 
general Gates's letter, were encamped near each other. 

I (hall pay due attention to the refolution you refer me to ; 
and no exertions on my part fhall be wantinpj, to coUef): what 
neccflaries 1 can for the army. This, I am perfuaded, will 
he equally attended to by the honorable board of war ; and 
I hope, by care and induftry, many fupplies may be obtained 
to relieve our diflrefles, which, in the articles of ilioes, ftock* 
ings, and blankets, are extremely great. 

Since my letter of the twenty-ninth, no favorable change 
has taken place in our affairs : ~ on the contrary, we have 
fuflained aji additional lofe in the capture of the Delaware. 
She fell into the enemy's hands in a day or two after they 
were in pofieirion of the city, and in a manner not yet well 
undqrftood. — Some have fuppofed the crew mutinied, — 
while another report is, that Ihe was difabled in her rudder 
by a fhot, and drove on ihore. — This misfortune takes off 
tlie fuccefs of captain Biddlc's cruifc. — I will not dwell longer 
on the fubjciSl. -Congrcls may icll alfurcJ, all the means in 
my power fliali be employed to put our affairs in a more 
agreeable train, and to accompliih the end they fo earneftly 
wifh. — I have tlic honor to be, &:c. G. W. 

P. S. Inclored is a copy of general Howe's proclainatiou 
iffued the twenty-eighth ultimo. 
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Sir, Camp near Pennlbacker^s JUillj O£lober 5> 177 J. 

HAVING received intelligence through two inter- 
cepted letters, that general Howe had detached a part of his 
force for the purpofe of reducing Billingfport and the forts on 
Delaware, I communicated the accounts to my general of^ 
ficers^ who were unanimoufly of opinion that a favorable 
opportunity offered to make an attack upon the troops which 
were at and near Gerraantown. It was accordingly agreed 
diat it -fhouid take place yellerday morning, and the follow- 
ing difpbfitions were made. 

■ Thfc -divifions of Stillivan and Wayne, flanked by Con- 
way's t)rigade, were to enter the town by the way of Chef- 
nut-hlU, while general Armftrong with the Pennfylvania mili- 
tia -fhouid fall down the Manatayvny road by VandceringV 
mill, and get upon the enemy's left and rear. — The divifxons 
of Greene and Stephen, flanked by M^DougaPs brigade, 
wew to enter, by taking a circuit by way of the Hme-kilnp 
road, at the market-houfe, and to attack their right wing ; 
and the milkia of Maryland and Jerfey, under generals Small- 
wood and Forman, were to march by the old York road^ 
and fall upon the rear of their right. — Lord Stirling, with 
Nafh and Maxwell's brigades, was to form a corps-de-re- 
ferve 

Wfe marched about feven o'clock the preceding evening, 
^nd general Sullivan's advanced party, drawn from Con- 
way *8[ brigadfc, attacked their piquet at Mount Airy or Mr. 
/^lien's h^e about fun-rife the next morning, which pre- 
fcndy gavel;^^ ; and his main body, confiding of the right 
wing,' following foon, engaged the light infantry and other 
troops encamped near the piquet, which they forced from 
their ground:'-^Leaving their baggage, they retreated a confi- 
derable diftance, having previoufly thrown a party into Mr. 
Chew's htfufe, who where in a fitu^tion not to be eafily for- 
ced, and had it in their power, from the windows, to give us 
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no fmall annoyance, and in a gieai noeafure lo obftnsfl oof 
a^ance^ 

The attack from otir kft eciiKDiit oadef general Greene 
l^an about three-quarters of an hour after diat horn die 
lijght, and was for fometknc equally fuctdEifol. But I cannot- 
enter upon the particulars of what happened in duu t^xtsc^ 
4^ I am not yet informed of them wkh foficienC eettaiat^r uA 
j^rccifion. 

The moxmng wa^ e^ctvemely foggy^ which prevcoOtd ovi 
knprovii^. the advantages we gained^ fo well ae wc flu>libi 
©therwrfe have dond^ This circumAaiK^ Vy CDQC^ealing^ 
from, iis iht true ikuation of the enen^y, oWiged m Iq t& 
with nipre c<^u(]ion and Ids expi»dkion than wc ceitldJkaYe 
wiih^ andf gare the enemy time to recovcf from the etkQs 
of oor 6ltA unpref&on r and, vdiat was ftiil nvore imfiMtunatif 
k ferved to keep our different parties in ignoraince of each 
other's movemems^ and hindered their a<^iag: ii^co«(C|crt. 
1$^ aho occafioned them to< mHlake one another foF (b<e t^/cmjp. 
*^whrch, I believe, d^ore than any thing eifis; congQribiit^ tq^ 
the misfortune which enfued— -•In the n^ktfl:. of t}|o nsoft pfQ^ 
apiifmg appearances, when every thing g^v^ ^. moft flatter-* 
irng hopes of victory, the troops began {vddeojy to ii^treaj^ 
and entirely left the heU, in fpijte of every effort that cqu]A b^ 
made to rally them. 

Upon the whole, a may be faid the day" w^s Dalies mi^Tr* 
runate than injurious.— Wc fisftaincd no malpri^l lofa qf 
men, and brought off all our artillery, exc^ pme piece. 
which was difmounted.— The enemy are nodmg tfce bp^er. 
by the event v and our troops, who are not bk: iht kftA di- 
fpiritcd by it^ have gained what all young troopagain 1^ be- 
ing in actions. We have had however feveral valiMlb]^ of- 
ficers killed and wounded^ particularly the latter, Qtoe^, 
Nafli is among the wounded, and his life is defpajjped Qi^«-H^ 
foon as it is poffible to obtaifn a return of our k)f$,I,W4tt.traA(r 
nilt it» 

ill jullice to general Sullivan aod the whole ri|^ wi0f of 

the 
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die army, whofc condufit I had an opportunity of obfcrvingj 
as they a<3ed immediately under my eye, — I have the plcafur* 
td inform you that toth officers and men behavdd with a de- 
gree of gallantry that did them the higheft honon 

I have th^ honor to be, &c. G. W* 

P. S. As I have'bbferved, I have riot recelvtd a return of 
our lofs : but, from what I have juft now learned from gene-* 
ral Greene, I fear it is mofe confiderable than I at firft ap- 
prehended— -in men. The cannon, mentioned above, is fa«# 
to hatfc been brought off in a waggon^ 



Slit, Camp near PeHnlhacier^s Mill, Omber 7, 1777* 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the fifth, 
I have obtaIne(^ a return of our lofs in the adtion on fatur- 
day^ by which it appears to be much more confiderable than 
I at firft apprehended, though I always imagined myfelf th^t 
it was greater than it was generally fuppofed to be. The 
copy of tlie return inclofed will fliew the amount as it now 
flands 5 but I hope many of thofe who are miffing will yet 
come in : I fear however there are feveral under that deno- 
mination to be added to the number of the flain, as the ad^ion 
•was warm in every quarter, from the information of tlie of- 
£cers who commanded the different attacks. 

What lofs the enemy fuftained, I am not able precifely io 
afcertain : but from a variety of corrcfponding accounts of 
perfoos who left the city fince, and thofe oi a deferter, it 
was very confiderable. The deferter, who is intelligent, 
lays general Agnew wa!t killed, fir William Erikine wound- 
ed ia the head and leg, and. that their general lofs, in killeil 
and wounded, amounted to near eight hundred. Several re- 
putable perfons from the city corroborate this, particularly 
widi refpeft to general Agnew*s death : fome fay upwards of 
two hundred waggons with wounded were carried in after the 
a£tion, and before they came out ; and that it was the com- 
mon bdief there,* the enemy had been fevercly handled, 
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i8o GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

It, is with much chagrin and mortification I add that every. ^ 
axxount confirms the opinion I at firft entertained, diat our 
troops retieated at the inftant when vi(2ory was declaring 
herfelf in our favor. — The tumult, diforder, and even de- 
fpair, which, it feems, had taken place in the Briti/h army, 
were fcarcely to. be paralleled : and it is faid, fo ftrongly did 
the ideas of a retreat prevail, that Chefter was fixed oa as 
their rendez-vous. — I can difcover no other caufe for not 
improving this h^ppy opportunity, than the extreme hazi-' 
nefs of the weather. 

My intention is to encamp the army at fome fuitable place 
to reft and refrefh the men, and recover them ft-om the ftill 
remaining efFciSts of that diforder naturally attendant on a re- 
treat. We fliall here wait for the reinforcements coming on, 
and fball then a£l accordmg to circumftances. — General 
Varnum, with the detachment from Peekfkill amounting to 
about twelve hundred, including officers, would be laft 
night at Corvel's ferry. About five hundred militia fiom Vir- 
ginia, and two hundred from Maryland, together widi colo- 
nel Gibfon's ftate regiment confifting of two hundred and 
tweiity-fix effeflives, have already joined the army. — Since 
the adion, general Forman*s brigade of Jerfey militia has 
quitted us. The men began to be uncafy at their fituatlon, 
and defirous to return home : and as, by fome intelligence re- 
ceived from general Dickinfon, tliere was reafon to imagine * 
there might be a call for their fervices in the Jerfeys, it was 
thought expedient to gratify their defire. 

The ftate of our water defence on the Delaware is far from 
being as flattering as could be wifticd. After fome flight op- 
pofition from the Jerfey militia under general Newcomb, a ' 
detachment of the enemy took pofleffion of Billingfpon. This 
perhaps is an event of no material confequence: but it is to 
be lamented that, many of the officers and feamen on board 
the gallies have manifeftcd a difpofition that does them little 
honor. Looking upon their fituation as defperate, or pro- 
bably from Avorfe motives, they have been guilty of the moft 

alarming ' 
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''iJarming deferrions : two whole crews, including the offi- 
cers, have deferted to the enemy. I learn however by cap- 
tain Brewer who is this moment arrived here from the fleet, 
that the accounts they have received from the city, of 0%r 
late attack, were fuch as to have produced a favorable 
change, and to have infpired them with more confidence. — 
I would here obferve that the charge of bad condufl was by 
no means applicable to the whole : — far from it. — He fur- 
ther adds that four of the enemy's fliips made an attempt yef- 
terday morning to weigh the chevaux-de-frife oppofitc to 
Billingfport, but were repulfed by our gallies, — which has al- 
fo contributed to raife the fpirits of the feamen. — Our garri- 
fon on Fort-Ifland, confifting of little more than two hundred 
continental troops under lieutenant-colonel Smith, appear de- ' 
tcrmined to maintain their poft to the laft extremity. 

I beg leave to mention to Congrefs that there is a great 
deficiency of general oflScers in this army. When the de- 
tachment coming from Peekfkill joins us, we fhall have 
thirteen brigades. Thefe require as many brigadiers, and 
fix major-generals :— inftead of thefc,weftiall have only four 
major-generals and eleven brigadiers ; and the deficiency wiU 
be ftili increafed by the death of general Nafh, which, from 
every appearance, is momently to be expedted. General 
Woodford's abfence, occafioncd by his wound, adds to our 
embaMTaflinents, though it will be but for a time. Under 
thefe circumftances, Congrefs will be fenfible that'the goi^ 
vemment of the army cannot go on with that energy which 
is effential to its well-being and fuccefs. Neither oflScers nor 
men will transfer the refpedl and obedience they pay to. a ge- 
neral oflBcer, to a colonel who happens to be appointed to 
the temporary command of a brigade ; nor will he, knowing 
his authority tp be only temporary, be as felicitous to inforcc 
it, as one who is confcious he is to continue in the ftation he 
fills. Want of leifure prevents my being more particular at 
this time: but I (hall take the liberty,! in a day or two, to 
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point out die troops that are in want of general officerSf 
my obfervattons on the fubjedi. 

I cannot however omit this opportunity of recommt^nding 
general M*I>ougal to their notice. Thi? gentlpjpap, fjfafa 
tlie time of l^is appointment as brigadier, — from his abiUticfip 
military knowledge, and approved bravery, — ^has every claiq| 
to promotion. If \ miftake not, he was paiTed over in tic 
lad appointment? of major-geuerals, and yoyngcr officers pre- 
ferred before him .: but hisdifinterefted attachment to differ* 
vice prevented hjs adfing in the manner that is cuftomary 
in like circumdances. This, I think, gjves him .i^ pec«- 
liar title to elleem, and concurs with the opinioii I have of 
his value as an officer, to make me wjfli it may appear ad- 
yifable to Congreft to promote him to one of the vacancies. 

It would be well if the intended ii^quiry into the coifdu^ 
of general gt. Clair coiild pe brought to a fpeedy iflue ; and, 
if he is acquitted to the fatisfaflion of Congrefs, that, as his 
general charaflei* as an officer i^ good) he may be again re* 
ftored to the fervice. 

By a letter this evenjng received from colonel Hawkefi 
Hay of Haverftraw, 4ated the fifth at four o!clock P. M. 
four fliips of war, a confidcrable number of armed yeffels, 
tight tranfports, and forty flat^bottomed boats, arrived tha^ 
morning in the bay oppoiite that place, find were landing 
troops at Vcrplank!s I^oint. — TTJ^eir number and defign wer(i 
jiot known. — ^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S. Inclofed vou will find a copy of a letter from colo- 
xicl Mifflin, containing an account of the acljon of the foixtb, 
as mentioned by the Britifh officers in Philadelphia.— -J would 
|)eg leave to obferve that I think mifs * * *!« n^me ihould 
not be mentioned. 



Sir, Penuibacker'.s Mlll^ prober 8, 17 77, 

AS general Howe!s operations are in this quarter, 

and his objieft in all probabi/ity fixed for this campaign, 1 
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Ml induced to fubmit it to the confiderationof Congrefsif the 
whole or a part of the regiment of artillery commanded by 
colonel HarriCon (hould not be jmmodiately oadered to join 
this army. In the late anions, tbe corps under genera} Knox 
has fufiered fevcrely ; and it k fo reduced by the number 6f 
kiHcdy Wouoded, &c, that we are obliged to mtkc draughts 
from the other batajlions to fupply their places^ The mea*. 
finie I have ventured to fubmjt wiU not, from pre£ent ap- 
{>earaoc^» be atten4ed with any ill confequences^ if parried 
into execution, — and the lei* fo., as the ftate of Vji^'nia, ac.^ 
cofdiog to my information, k raifing another ritgimtnt, 
Siould it be tliought advifable, Congrcfe wijil tranfmjt their 
prders to coionel Harrifon*— If the regin^nt <:oa>es^ they 
need not bring their artilkry;. 

J bairp the hopor to he, ice, Q. W, 



€40^ fwtfUy-JiK milts from Phihifil^hifi^ Oeiaher JO, 1777. 

ON w^dlnefday jevening I received the honor of your 
letter of the fcyenth with lx& feveral inclofurps. — Thp providiijg 
of iuitable qujuters for die troops during the winter demand* 
our attention ; but I confcfs it is diflScult to fay wberfe they 
will be. Sundry circumftanoes may occur \vi the courfe of 
the campaign^ to render any provffipn^ which might now be 
lAoughc of, altogpdjer improper, 

Inrefpefk jto general Putnam's fctfier, though the account 
tx'anfiiiitted by icolonel Hawkes Hay indicate that the enemy 
Iiad fome attack in cpnteniplatiofit yet \ cannot but think th^ 
force the general meritions to havp been at I^ew.York wa$ 
greatly exagg^ated^ The higheft number of the rein^orceT- 
nients, faid tp have arrived, i« jthree thonfand ; and tfecfe are 
poentioned to be half boy s^ Other reports make it mnch lefs,— 
and fome as low as five or fix hiindred.— However^ be it wbit 
j|t may^ it is flot in piy power tograothim dtd.^-Had the re« 
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inforcement arrived before the troops m arched' from Peehf- 
kill> fo many might not have been ordered from thence. But 
the cafe was otherwife, or at leaft I was not apprifed of their 
arrival ; and the detachments from thence were dii^cd by 
the advice of my general officers, who had under coniidera- 
tion the ftate of the whole force at that poft and its dependen- 
cies, according to a general return. At the fame time I 
urged general PuDiam to call in all his out-pofls, and to write 
in preding terms to governor Trumbull to affift him with 
fpme militia. 

I have not heard a fingle fyllable more of the troops or fleet 
mentioned by colonel Hawkes Hay, except a vague report to- 
day that a number, fuppofed to be about fifteen hundred, had 
landed on this fide tlie river at Haverfh'aw. — If the fad h fo, 
. it is probable they mean to pafs through the Clove and invcft 
the forts. — I have great confidence in the aftivity and bravery 
of governor Clinton ; and I truft, if fuch is their view, th?y 
will meet at leaft with a fpirited if not a fuccefsful oppofitioa. 
— I have fent up lieutenant-colonel Radiere, one of the engi- 
neers, with orders to dire£l fuch other works as may appear 
neceflary. 

There waj> a very fevere cannonade on wednefday night : 
it began about twelve o'clock, and continued till yefterday 
morning between feven and eight. I have not learned the 
©ccafion ; but, from the diredlion, fuppofe it was at Fort- 
Mifflin, or an engagement between our armed veflels and the 
enemy's fhips, which probably were making a fecond at- 
"tempt againft the chevaux-de-frife, — I have determined to 
maintain the poft at Red-bank, if it can be done, and have 
detached colonel Greene there with his regiment of Rhode- 
Ifland troops, confifting of about two hundred and twelve 
effeftive privates. I have alfo written to general Newcomb 
of Jerfey, preffing him to give all the aid he can from the 
militia. 

Since my letter of the feventh'we have been joined by mom 
•''■■■■■ ' ■ oi 
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pf the Virginia militia. — The whole number now in camp 
Unmounts to about eleven hundred. Many of their arms arc 
indi^erent, and ahnoft the whole are deftitute of pouches 
and other neccflary accoutrements. 

On funday. the enemy evacuated Billingfport. — They left 
^11 our caunoui but burned the platforms and carriages. 

Inclofed you will receive a letter addrefTed to me by colo- 
Tfktl PortaiU Congress will judge of the contentSi and decide 
upon them as they may think they merit. 

Th? military chefl is nearly exhaufted, not having more 
than ten thoyfand dollars in it ;*and a large part of the army^ 
4$ to pay for the month of AuguA. Befides their claims, 
large fums are wanted by the quarter- mafter-general, ^nd for 
pther purpofes. — Congrefs, I hope, will order fuch immediate 
fupply to be fprwayded tQ the paymafter-general, as ihall he 
in their power. 

O^ober II.— I wifh to know what ftores of lead we 
}iave^ and what expeftations of further (upplies. I am ra- 
ther uneafy on this head, as I have not 'been able to obtain 
fatisfadlion on fome inquiries within thccourfe of a few days. 

The cannonade mentioned above was between our gal- 
lies and a detachment of the enemy v^ho were attempting to 
^hiow up a battery at Webb's or the loweft ferry on Schuyl- 
kill. It has been repeated this morning. — Their defign, in 
ereiSling this battery, probably is to cover their paflage to 
Pcpyincerlfland, from whence, by occupying the grounds a« 
bout the peft-houfes, they may expe6t to annoy Fort-Mif- 
flin. 

Our diflrefs for want of fliocs and ftockings is amazingly 
great, particularly for want of the former. On this account 
we have a great many men who cannot do duty, and feveral 
Retained at the hofpitals for no other caufe. — I mufl: requeft 
Congrefs to continue their exertions to relieve us, and to 
direct every fupply of thefe and other neceffaries to be for- 
warded as foon as they poffibly can after they are colle£led. 
\t will be proper to fend them on as fafi: as they can be pro- 
cured. 
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^nfcd, without waiting to make Xip a fdnffiderabte qutmdtjr 
to be brought at one tmie. 

I was this morning honotied with your favors of'AtvSxA^ 
jand their feveral indofures.— -I feel in the moftlenfiUc masi* 
imr the honorable approbation Congrefs have been plelifed 
to give of my condfl£l, and (hat of the army uM^Kfitiy Mai> 
mand, m the adion on the fourth inftant : nor am I Icfii indebt- 
ed to yon, fir, for the polite nK>de in which yon hare tbn» 
Teyed theirfentj^ents.— I fhall communicate the refelve.upon 
the fubjedl tQ'tiie army, and hope, if a feroraMe opportunity 
lofiers, under the fmilci of providence^ they will merit, by 
tnore fubftantial fervices, t\it further api^anie of their 
tountry. 

The lefolution of the eighth, for preventing fuppUei Wi 
liitelligence being carried to the enemy, appears tome io fab 
a falutary one ; and I hope it will be attended with the moft 
beneficial coofequcnccs. That it may be knovtii among die 
thhabitants who are in their neighborhood, and who luve 
i>een guihy of fuch praf^ices, I would wi(h to receive feve- 
ral primed copies, that ihcy may be diftribut^ in proper 
places. — Ihaveth(^ honor to be, izc. G. W, 

P. S. I have juft now received a line from the paymafterv 
general on the fubjcfl: of money, which I incjofe. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ O^oier 13, 1777. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrcffing you on the ele^ 
venth inftant, nothing material has happened between our ar-^ 
xny and general Howe's.— ITie indofed copies of commodore 
Hazelwood and colonel Bradford's letters will (hew the fito- 
ation of atTairs in the navy and at Fort-Mifflin, on the ele- 
venth, — which are the lateft accounts I have received from 
rheDCe. But there has been a warm cannonade fince, which 
Continued, with but little intermiffion, till between two and 
three t'dock ycfteiday afternoon, when it c«afed. The re- 

fult 
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{uk I have not heard ; but Ihope, from the^termined fjuric 
of the flee( and the garrlfon, matters contiimie as wc cotiU 
^i(h. 

I received an expreis laft night from general Putnajii» in* 
fontmg me of the capture of Fort-Montgomery, and the con^ 
fequent evacuation of Peekjkill. I ihould fend copies of hit 
Jkaers to me : but as the exprefs >vho brought them had dif- 
]>atc(ies for Congrefis, I conclude he has advifed them fuUjr 
on the fubje£t. — Thefe events may have an unhappy influ- 
ence on our northern affairs : but as the Connedlicut mili- 
tia feem to be coming in faft, and governor Clinton is exert- 
ing himfelf to bring out the force of New York,— if general 
Putnam can Imt keep pace with their fleet in their progrefn 
jMp the river, I hope he will be able to frulhrate their defiga 
ipf relieving general Burgoyne, and that every thing will 
|KiIl terminate well in that quarter. 

It gives me pain to repeat fo often the wants of the army; 
'MffA nothing would induce me to it but the moft urgent 
Hh^effity. Every mode hitherto adopted for fupplying them 
ba45 proved inadequate, notwichftanding my bed endeavors to 
make the moft of the means which have been in tny power. 
-••The inclofed return will fhew how great our deficiency in 
rh^ moft cflential articles. — What new expedient Congrcfe 
can devifc for more eflfedkually anfwering thefc demands, I 
Jcnow not, perfuaded as I am that their clofeft attention has 
not been wanting to a matter of fo great importance: but, 
circumftanced as we are, I am under an abfolute necefllity 
cf troubling them, that if any new fource can be opened for 
deviating our diftrefles^ it may be embraced as fpeedily as 
pofiiUe ; for |t is impofliblc that any army, fo unprovided, 
capi long fubllft, or a<ft with that vigor which is requifite to 
enfure fuccefs. 

The return now inclofed k for troops prcfent in camp, — 

beiides which, there are numbers in the fevecal hofpitals, to- 

fally deftituie of the neceffaries they require to fit them for 

the field ; and, on this account alone, are preveuted from 

joining 
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Joining their corps. The-recniits coming in arc alfo in the 
fame melancholy predicament. — I- cannot afcertain wkb pre- 

cifion what quantity of clothing is at this time in Mr. Meafe*! 
htmds : but, from every account, what he has can adminifter 

•hut a Tery partial relief. — ^I know he iajMitircly bare of tome 
of the moft capital articles we want. 

Witli refpefl to cartouch-boxes, without which it is im- 
poffiblc to afl:, I cannot find from my inquiries that there are 
any in ftore. Several of the continental troops are deficient in 
this inftance ; and, what adds to our diftrefs, there are but very 
few of the fouthern militia that are provided. — I am trying 
to make a colleftion about the country : but, from the inform- 
ation I have rcceived, the meafure will be attended with birt 
little fuccefs. — ^This want, though not remedied immediately, 
may be removed in time ; and I would take the liberty to recom- 
mend that the earlicft attention fhould be had to making a 
large fupply* I wouU alfo advifc that much care fhould be 
ukd in chuling the leather : — none but the beft and thickeft 
is proper for the purpofe; and each box fhould have a finall 
inner flap for the greater fecurity of the cartridges againft die 
rain and moift weather. The flaps in general are too froall, 
and do not projedl fufficiently over the ends or fides of the 
boxes. —I am convinced of the utility, nay necefTity, of thefe 
improvements, and that the adoption of them> though they 
will incur an additional expenfe at firft, will prove a confi- 

. derable faving, and of tiie moft beneficial confequenccs : for 
we know from unhappy experience in the fevere rain on the 
fixtecnth ultimo, the few boxes we had of this conftruftioR 
preferved the ammunition without injury, whilft it was at 
moft wholly deftroyed in thofe of the common form with ^ 
finglc flap. 

There is one thing more which I cannot omit mentioning 
to Congrefs, and which, in my opinion, has a claim to their 
moft ferious attention, — I mean the general defedlive ftatc 
of the regiments which compole our armies.— Congrefs wiH 
find, from a vievr of the returns tranfmitted from time to time, 

that 
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that they do not anaount to half of their juft complement. 
What can be done to remedy this, I kuow not : but it is ccr^ 
tain every idea of voluntary enliftments fecms to be at an 
end; and it is equally certain that tlic oiode of draughting has 
b^n carried on with fuch want of energy infoincftates,aiid {o 
much difregardcd in others, that but a fmall acceiEon of force 
has been derived from it. Thefe fafts are fufficlently in- " 
terefting of themfelves.-— But there are others to be added. — 
I aai told tliat Virginia, in her regulations for draughting, 
extended her plan only to the nine regiments that were firft 
raifed. In what poHcy this was founded, I cannot determine : 
but the other fix are to receive no reinforcements from that 
fo'Urccl— Nor do matters flop here. The engagements of 
the' -fitH- nine regimcntSy I am informed, vvere temporary; 
aiuly according totI}6 officer's accounts, the longeft period to 
which any of the men are bound to ferve is next April : — 
many are not obliged fo long ; and there arc fome who 
claim adifcharge at this time. — I do not mention thefe things 
through choice, but from a principle of duty, to the end that 
Cbngrefs may devifc fome timely and efFeftual provifion for 
the whole, if fuch fhall be in their power. — It is unneceffary 
to enlarge upon the fubjei^ ; and I will only obferve that the 
confequences of calling the militia [into the field in\ the courfe 
of the war have been fo fevcrely and ruinoufly felt, that t 
truft our views will never be turned to them but in cafes of 
the greateft extremity. 

In purfuance of the refelution of Congrefs, a court of in- A 
quiry has fat upon general Sullivan. They met on the tenth, '■■ 
and continued the examination till the twelfth, when tlisy - 
came to the inclofed opinion.— The ddpofitions and papers ' 
which were before the court wefe many and prolix. They • 
arcnottranfmitted : but they may be obtained from the court, 
if wanted. — Befides the depofitory proofs which they had 
of wounded and dead officers, they had many gentlemen be- 
fore them in perfon. . . C 
^' have die honor to be, &c. G. W. t 

9 •■ - .:.-:.- 
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P. S. O^ober 14. — I laft night received letters firom con- 
modore Hazel wood and colonel Smitb. — Thi fitimfibn of i& 
fairs wa$ nearly the fame, die evening before'^ as when die 
commodore and colonel Bradford ^rot'e on &e tenth and 
eleventh* — ^The cannonade mentioned abbve was from our 
gallics at the enemy^s redoubts. 



Itead'Q^arters at Peter Vt^mt^ii O^dtfet x6, 1777* 

SiR» 

I Have been duly honored wiitH^cd'ulrfavoi^s of the 
twelfth and thirteenth inftaot, with tbeir fevecai hudofures.^ 
In refpe6l t^ the refolution dire<^ing a ^ag^^ befeot to^ge- 
noral Howe, I ain inclined to tlrink' thaf ihe infotmj^Am. 
upon which, it >Mas franked was without foondaxioa. The 
letters which have come from: our officers whahavebocn 
lately taken generally mention, diat their treaUneot has been 
tolerably good i and fuch privates as have efcaped have (aid 
nothing in. the courfe of their examination,, of their having 
been compelled to work^-^For the£e reafons I have taken the 
liberty to decline fending the flag. At the fame time Oongrefs 
may be. affured,, if our prifoners fufFer any wrongs, I ihalL 
take every means In my power to have them redrefled as foon 
as. I am apprifed of them. 

It is with the highed fatisfadion I congratulate Congreb 
^n the fuccefs of our arms at the northward in the adion of 
thj5 fevcnth, — an event of the moft interefting importance at 
this critical juncture. From the happy train m which things 
then were, I hope we ihall foon hear of the moift dcciflve ad« 
vantages. 

We moved this morning from the encampment at whiA 
we had been for fix or feven days paft, and are juft arrived 
at the grounds we occupied before the aftion of the fourth. 
One motive for coming here is to divert the enemy's atten- 
tion and force from the forts. Thefe they fcem to confidcr 
as capital obje£t$, and (from their operations) mean to re- 

^ ducci 
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^lljC6» if poi&ble.-^At prefeat their deligns^ arc dlre6led againfl; 
£'oit-MlAifi aod t^Q cheyaux-de-frife. I have- chere;fore d»» 
lacked a further reiaforcemcnt to the garrifon. 

I ycfterday, through the hands of Mrs * * *, rQceive4 
H letter of a very curious and extraoidinary nature from Mx: 
!>*#*, which I have thought proper to traoixnit to Con- 
gjxbt* — Tp this ridiculous, ilUberal pe;rforinai)ce, I made z, 
Ib^rt reply, by during the bearer of it, if fhe fhould here<» 
^6cT hy aAy accident meet with Mr D ^ ^ ^, to tell hin^ 
1 ihottld have returned it unopened, if I had had any idea, 
%f- the coi^enX;^ ;--^obferYiisg at the fame time, that I highly 
4ii3pprQve4 th^. intqrcoiirfe ihe feemed to have been carrying^ 
4^ smd exp^clied. it would be difcontiiuied«->-Notwith(lajid-* 
i^ the author'^ aflertion, I cannot but fufpeiS: that the mea-» 
iwe.di(l not. oripOfitQ with him ; and that he \ya& iiiduQed toi 
at b; the hjope of eftabUfhing his intered and peace; mQi:e ejf* 
Igi^&t^j wkh the enemy. 

limve the honor to be, 2cc. G. W. 



H^md-(b*^Mrh «^<»'' White^MarJli^ CUlober 2 1,^ 17 7 J. 

Sir, 

I LAST night had the honor to receive your letter of 
tbe feveoteenth inftant, with its feveral inclofures. 
■ I beartity wiih the ftatcs may feel the importance of fill- 
ing their batallions, and may, in confequence of the recoi^-^ 
incndation of Congrefs, adopt fud> meafures as will prove ef- 
fcSLy^ for the purpofe. I cannot but think that heretofore 
Akere has been a want of attention in this inftance, and tliac 
itiSi fui^<^9L though interefting to the lad degree, has been 
viewed with too. much indifference. — The refolution refpeft- 
ing dcferters, I hope, will aJfo have- their notice. It is highly 
nej;eJ0^ry that they fhould come into fome regulations tor 
apprehending them, and punifliing thofe who give th^jn 
qpuntenance. If this is not done, our force will be always 

diminiihtng, 
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A'minifliing, and no exertions In the army will prevent it'i-»*I 
iliall try the efFeds of a proclamation on thofe who are now 
delinquents, and fhall be happy if it meets with fuccefs ; but 
confefs, from the experiment I have made, that I am- not fan- 
guine in my expeftations that it will be the cafe. 
' As to the recruiting officers, I muft obferve, that, not* 
withftanding the refolution of Congrefs of the thirty-firft of 
Julyi and ray circular letter on the fubjedl of it to many of 
the ftates, I have not received an account that any officers 
have been appointed, except in Conneflicut and Jerfcy. 

On funday the enemy evacuated Germantown, and with- 
dxiw themfelves within their lines near die city.— i-They 
fccm determined to reduce the forts, if poffible ; and, for 
Ais purpofe, have thrown feveral parties over on Provindp- 
liland. I was informed this afternoon that a detacfattient 
sdfo paffed the Delaware at Cooper's ferry in the morning.—- 
If the account be true (and I have no doubt of it) it is hi^- 
ly probable they mean to make an attack upon the garrifon 
at Red-bank.— I am taking every meafure in my power to 
counteradl them, and have written to generals Forman and 
Newcomb of Jerfey to afford every aid they can -to relieve 
the fort, in cafe they do inveft it. 

Againft Fort-Mifflin they have kept up a cannonade, more 
or lefs, every day, and have thrown feveral ihells, but, with- 
out doing any confiderable damage. The explofion of one 
killed a private,, and wounded three others, who were im^ 
barrack where it fell. They alfo fet iire to two ammunition* 
boxes with a hot ball on the nineteenth, which did fome in- 
jury to the barracks. — I do not recoUcft that we have fuffer-. 
cd lately in any inftances befides thcfe, 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. . 



Sir, Hcad-Qtiartcrs^ O^ober 24, 1777. 

I DO myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to Congrefs 
the inclofed copies of fundry letters juft now received, and 

congratulate 
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congratulate them nioft fincerely on the important intelli- 
gence which tl^y contain. — The damage the enemy have 
fuftained in their ihips, I hope, will prevent their future at- 
tempts to gain the paiTage of the river ; and the repulfe of 
the troops under count Donnop, and his captivity, I flatter 
myfelfy will alfo be attended with the mofjb happy confe- 
quences. — At the time thefe aftions happened, a fupply o£ 
ammunition was on the way to the forts ; aiid I have alfo 
ordered a further quantity to be Imnxediately fent. 

By colonel Blaine, one of the ifluing commiflTariis, who 
left Red-bank in the morning before the aftion, I am happily 
informed that he had thrown confiderablefupplies of provifion 
into both garrifons. He alfo adds that he came from Jerfey this 
morning, and that the enemy had recrofled the Delaware and 
returned to Philadelphia, — I have written to colonel Greene 
that the prifoners muft be immediately fent from his poft : 
and Mr. Clymer, a depirty under Mr. Boudinot, will fet out 
to-morrow morning to make a proper difpofition of them. 

It gives me great concern to inform Congrefs, that, after 
all iny exertions, we are ftill in a diftrefled fituation for want 
of blankets and (hoes. At this time no inconfiderable part 
of our force are incapable of adling, through the deficiency 
of the latter : and I fear, without we can be relieved, it will 
be the cafe with two-tliirds of the army in the courfe of a 
few days. 

I am and have been waiting with the moft anxious impa- 
tience for a confirmation of general Burgoyne's furrcndcr. 
I have received no further intelligence rcfpefting it (except 
vague repon) than the firft account which came to hand fo 
long ago as faturday morning.— If Congrefs have had au- 
tlientic advices about it, I wiih to be favored with them. 
' I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



^ Vol. II. 
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Head-Quarters neatc IVJiUe-'MarJIi^ November 1 9 1777* 

Sir, .... 

I Was July honored with Mr. Hancock's letter of the 
twenty-fifth, with its feveral inclofures.— I /hall take die cafe 
of John More under conllderatiou, and will tranfmit colonel 
Mafon my determination upon the fame. 

At this time I cannot inform the commiffary whether any 
alterations have or have not been made by general orders in 
the origmal ration eftablifhment. I have been uuder the 
ncceffity, from time to time, to fend away my orderly books ; 
and .they are neceflary to be examined upon the fubje<9^. 
However, I think it probable' that a departure from the firft 
allowance may have been feund expedient, and dire£l:ed by 
fome authority,— or the commijDTary would not have adopt* 
ed it, — In refpecSl to the alteration referred to my confldera^ 
tion, it is a matter of confequence, and I have deflred the 
general officers to inform themfelves whether it will be agree- 
able to the army at large, or what other regulations may 
be neceflary in this inftance* — As foon as I have their fcnti- 
ments, I will write to Congrcfs upon the fubjeft. 

The enemy ftill confider the poflefSon of our pofts upon 
the river of great importance; and, from their preparation 
of fafcincs, &c,'and the bed information I have been able to 
obtain, they will make further efforts to carry them. — View- 
ing them in tliis light myfelf, and imagining that they would 
perfevere in their plans 10 occnpy them, I wrote fome days 
ago in the tnoft preffing terms to generals Dickinfon, For- 
man, and * * *, to aiBFord every aid m their power frota 
the militia of Jerfey. As yet we have received; but Kttle j 
and I have iio encouragement to expe£t that it will" be much 
augmented in a lliort time. — This does not proceed from a 
want of adtivity and exertion on the part of the two firft- 
mentioncd gentlemen, whofe conduft and -zeal upon every 
occafion give them a claim to the public efteem, but in a con- 
liderablc degree from the peculiar circumftances of their ftafc 
% at 
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•it this time. The apprebenfiLons of an invafion from Staten« 
liland Jceep a large proportion of the militia from the eaft- 
cm and upper part of the ilate ahnoft conftantly employed at 
and in the neighborhood of Eiizabethtown : and Mr. Liv* 
iogfton^s powers^ as governor, being expii ed, — and no pro^ 
iriiion made (it feems) for fuch a contingency,-^there are 
zione of fufficient authority to order them out, till a new ap-^ 
Ilbisitinent can be had :•— *at ieaft there is ground to fufpedL 
diat the orders and exertions of thefe two gentlemen, unaf- 
fiftedby civil authority, will not be attended with the advan* 
tages we wifli, and which our affairs require. * * * 

iJfkder ihefe circumftances I have been obliged to detach 
H fiirther reinforcement of (Continental troops under general 
Vamum, to .maintain the two garrifons, if poffible,— ^beHdes 
iaalors drawn from the line, to man the gallies; This detach* 
ment; when it artives, added to the force now in the forts^ 
will make the whole amount to iixteen himdred effective 
xank and file fent from this army. 

• After the action of the fourth ultimo sit Germantown, t 
hop^we ihouldhave been in a iituatioil to attack the enemy 
Again on thofe grounds^ and with more fuccefs than in the 
former inftance : but this I was not able to ef&£t^ The 
ierere rain on the fixteenth of September,7-the a6lion on the 
fourth,-^e removal of cKir ftores^ and having to form a 
hew claboratory,— added to the fmall number of hands en* 
gag^d in tl)e bufinefs of it,-^laid us under difficulties in the 
capital and eiTential article of ammunition, that could noLbe 
furmounted. Every exertion was dire£ied to obtain fup- 
4)lie8 ; but (notwithftanding) they were inadequate, too fcan-^ 
<fi and infufficient to attempt any thing on a large and ge- 
neral fcale, before the enemy withdrew themfclves. — With 
what we had, in cafe an experiment had been made, fortune 
might have decided in our favor for the prefent ; but we 
ihould not have been afterwards in a fituation to maintain 
Ihfi advantage we might have gained : and if a repulfe had 
taken, place, and the enemy -.purfued,— for want of a refcrve, 
>.: . O a "we 
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we might have been expofcd *to the moft imminent danger of 
being ruined. — Tiie diftrcfs of the foldiers for want of fhoes 
was alfo a powerful obftaclc'to the meafure. 

I could wifh that our circumftances were now fucb as to 
authorife a general attack for diflodging them from the cit]r? 
but I think that they are not. This alfo is the opinion of 
my genetal oflScers, upon a full and comprehenfive view of 
matters, as Congrefs will perceive by the inclofcd copy of die 
minutes of council on the twenty-ninth ultimo, which I hayf 
takeii the liberty to tranfmit and lay before them.— The ib- 
periority of numbers on the part of the enemy, it^ refpeA to 
regular troops,-^their fuperior difcipliiiey and the redoubts 
and lines which they have thrown up between the two rivers 
and about the city,— the happy ftate of our afiairs ar the" 
northward, and the pradticability of dmwing fuccours frooi 
thence,— the confequences of a defeat,— thefe were all mo^ 
tives which led to a decidon againft an attack at this time* ' 
I have fent colonel Hamilton, one of my aides, to general 
Gates, to give him a juft reprcfentaticMi of things> and to ex- 
plain to him the expediency of our receiving the reinforced 
ments which have been determined neceffaiy, if they will not 
interfere with and fruftrate any important plans be may have 
formed. Indeed I cannot conceive that there is any objed 
now remaining, that demands our attention and moft vigor- 
ous efforts fo much as the deftrudlion of the army in dii* 
quarter. Should we be able to effect this, we (hall have Jiltle 
to fear in future. 

General Howe's force, according to the ftate- now made, 
'is more confidcrable than it was generally fuppofed to be. I 
did not think it quite fo great myfelf, but always imagined the 
common eft i mate much too low : — nor can I pofitively fay 
what it really is. However, there arc ftrong reafons to be- 
lieve that it is not over-rated. After the evacuation of Ger- 
mantown, an aiinoft infinite number of fcraps and bits of 
paper were found, wlilch, being leparated and arranged with 
gXftiit iiidufirv aiul care, bear the marics of genuine and au- 
thentic 
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-thenttc returns at different periods. The manner m which 
.they were deftroyed and difpofed of gives no room to fufpedl 
-that it was the cfFcdl of defign.— In kddition to this, I ani in^ 
formed by general Putnam that he had heard a reinforcc- 
.meot* of four regiments was coming round to Delaware 
irom New-York. - 

The inclofed return will give Congrefe a general view of 
the ftrength of.this army when it was made, and a particular 
;one. of the forces of each ftate which compofe it. By this 
-they will perceive how greatly deficient the whole are in fur- 
-fiiibing their juft quotas.— The militia from Maryland and 
Virginia are no longer to be counted on :-»-all the former, 
except about two hundred, are already gone ; and a few days, 
I CKp6Stf will produce the departure of the whole or chief 
part of the latter, from the importunate applications which 
-fome of them have made. Befides this, diminution, I am ap- 
]>reheniive we fhall have feveral men added to the tick lift by 
reafon of the late exceflive rain and want of clothes. 
- We have not yet come to any determination refpeding die 
.difpoiltion of our troops for the winter,— fuppoiing it a mat- 
ter of great importance, and that for the prefent we fliould 
^bc filent upon it. The reafons will readily oocur. By con- 
tinuing the campaign, perhaps many falutary if not deciflve 
advantages may be derived ; but it appears to me that this 
muft depend upon the fupplies of ck^thing which the men 
receive. If they cannot be accommodated in this inftance, it 
.will be difficult if not impoiTible to do it without efFeding 
their dedruSion. 

I would take the liberty to mention that I feel myfelf in a 
delicate fituation with refpeft to the marquis La Fayette.— 
He is extr<;mely folicitous of having a command equal to his 
rank, aqd profefles very different ideas, as to the purpoies of 
his appointment, from thofe Congrefs have mentioned to 
jnc :— the certainly did not underftand them.— I do notkno\V 
in what light they will view the matter : but it ap]>cars to 
pae, from ^ confideration of his illnftvious and impoitaut 
Q 3 connexions, 



198 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

connexions,— thp attachment which he has manifefted &f 
our caufe,— and the confequences which his return in diigufi 
might produce,— that it will be advif^ble Xq gratify iim. h^ 
his wiflies \ and the more fo^ as feveral ^en(lemen from 
France, who came over under fomc aflurances, h^ve gonp 
hack difappointed in their expe£l:atip.ns^ — ^His copdudl widi^ 
refpedil to them (lands in a favorable point of viewt — having 
^nterefted himfelf to remove their uneaCinefs, a^d ui^ed the 
impropriety of their making any imfayorable r^refeotationi 
upon their arrival at home : and in all his letters he 1^ pla^ 
ced our affairs i^ the beft iltuation he pould.r<rBe(ide8» he i^ 
fendble, difcreet :jn his mani^ers, has made great proficicDcy 
\n our language, and, from the difpofition hq d^icgyered ^ 
the battle of Brandiwiiie, pofiefle« ^ large fhare qf bfaverjf 
and military ^rdor. 

There is a French gcndemai^ herB,--irmonlicur Vrigay,-^' 
^n whofe favor the marquis feems much interefled. He affiiroi 
me he is an officer of great merit, and, from U^ motive 
and a regard to the fervice, wiibes tq fee him prompted.— <» 
The rank he holds in France, and his prefent expefbatioaSi 
are cpnteiined in the inclofed copy of a paper given me by 
the marquis. Monfiqur Vrignyalfp has honorable certificates 
of his fervices, nearly correfponding with the fnarquis's acr 
count ofthcm.— If Congrefs are pleafed to. honpr him wit^ a 
f:ommiffion in the army of the ftates,! muft try to employ him, 

I took the liberty fpme fhort time ago to mention to Con- 
grefs the fituation of the nine firft-raifed Virginia reginicnts, 
and the term for which they ftand engaged j and, confideripg 
that we fliould fufFer gready by the lofs of fo large a part of 
pur force which have been long inured to fervice, I thought 
\t advifable to confult the officers comma^iding them, upon 
the mode which ihould appear to them beft calculated to re- 
pnlift them. They accordingly met, and reported their fenti- 

inents in writing, a copy of which I have inclofed I do 

not know that expedients, more promifing of fuccsfs than 
thofe they have pointed out, can be adppted. — Congrefs will 

be 
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be pteifcd to ^ive the matter their carlieft attention, and to 
favor mc with their opinion, by the firft opportunity, whether 
the induJgCBCe and allowance they have propofccl may be 
granted,--^nd, if any additional bounty may be given, what 
it Ihall be.— The high fums paid for fubltitutes and draughts, 
of hite, even in the militia fervice, will make this ricceffary : 
f«r the foldicrs, being well apprifed of that fnA, will not be 
induced to engage again during the war or fetr thi^ee years, 
foT'dieiufual premium. ' - 

I wbtdd alfo lay before Congrefs a remonftt-ance by the 
fubaltem officers of the Virginia line,. founded on a-teform I 
thought nJBccBairy to take place in the regiments from that 
fhitc*'*:iThefe, in their eftabliflimcnt, were made to confift of 
ten companies,«.^two more than were affigned to thofe of the 
ftates in general. This, and the great difpropdrtion between 
the officers and men, induced me to reduce them to a level 
widi the reft belonging to the continent, in order to prevent 
a cohfiderable unneceffary expenfe.— To effeft this, no new 
promotion* are to be made in the two extra companies, vizu 
the nitiAi add tenth, eidier to vacancies exifting at the timer 
of the 9^g6AaCMf\y or to any future ones that may happen 
diereta rand' the fubaltems are to remain in their rank and 
cofhnaiicl^ till they can be promoted in the other eight com-» 
panics, ai>d^their men incorporated.— This is what they com-* 
plain of^;^ have made a iliort (late of fads, and wifh Con* 
grdk to det^mine upon th^n^ and the remonftrance as they 
ihall tl^ink proper. 

At. the Tcqocft of governor Clinton, I have tranfmitted a 
copy of his letter to me, giving an a'ccount of general Vaugh-.. 
gin*s expedition up the North-river after the capture of Fort^ 
Montgomery, and of the dcftruftion committed by his troops 
Jii burning KJngfton and tlie houfes and mills on the river.— 
Recording to the lateft advices, they have returned again j 
and it is reported that they have deftroyed the barracks and 
fprts, and gone to New- York :-.-but this is not confirmed, 
A fr W days ago Mr, Franks of Philadelphia, a^ent for th^ 

O 4 Briti(h 
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Briti/fa prifonersy fent out fix thouiand continental dollan to 
Mr. Richard Graham of Virginia, for the fubfiftcnce of the 
HeiSans and other prifoners in that ftate. The policy of 
fufiering the enemy to fupport their prifoners with mooey 
-which they refufe themfclves, and which tfiey attempt to de- 
preciate in every inftance they poffi biy can, appears to rtc very 
queftionable,--*and the more fo, as it may be counterfeited.— 
JBefides, they have laid us under every difficuky diey can de- 
vife, as to our prifoners in their hands :— nothing will do for 
$heir fupport but hard money,— If the enemy were obligecT to 
furnish the fame, the quantity wi(b us would be greater,. and 
of cQyrfe th« means of rqlieving ours, eafier. I do not know 
what confequences a prohibition againft receiving cohtiocnt- 
al money or the currency of any fiate from them mig^t 
involve : I think the fubje£k is worthy of the confideratbn 
of Congrefs ; and for that reafon I have mentioned it, 
. Novcinber 3— The report of the enemy's having deftroyed 
the forts and barracks on the North-river, and of their hav^ 
ing returned to New-^York, is confirmed. I this morning 
received a letter from general Putnam upon the fubjed, a 
copy of which is tranfmitted — The information that they 
mean to reinforce genera] Howe, I doubt not, is true : it has 
come through feveral channels, and nothing is more proba* 
ble.-^As to their having a further expedition in view, it 
feems to be qucftionable : — general Burgoyne's defeat, and 
tjic eaftern troops being ready to be employed in another 
way, are circumftances againft the meafure. 

Agreeable to my expedation, the Virginia mflitia are 
gone : fo that we have none now in aid of the continental 
troops, but thofe of this flatq mentioned in the return, and a 
few from Maryland. I do not know what can or will be 
doni? to obtain further reinforcements of them : but it ap» 
pears to me, takipg matters in any point of light, that fur- 
ther aids fiiould come from Virginia and Maryland : for, 
(houlJ we be able to accommodate the continental forces 
with clothes fo as to carry on a winter v^ampaign, their af- 
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fiftance will be material, either to maintain a blockade, or la 
any decifive ftroke we may attempt. And if they caniiot bo 
■fo provided, and we ihould be obliged to retire into quarters, 
their fcrvice will be ftill more ncceflary to affift in covering 
the country againft incurfions for forage and provifions- 
The militia of this ftate, themfelves, fuppofing they ihouid 
be tolerably vigorous in their exertions, will not be equal to 
the tafk : at leaft it will be difficult, if not impradicable, for 
them to do it. — It is to be willied that fuch as can be drawn 
out may be engaged to ferve three months, or two at leaft 
(if it can be effe£ted}, after their arrival in camp ; and that a 
mode could be adopted to fupply their places with otheis at 
the expiration of their term, ihould the exigency of our af* 
fairs require it. A lime for their continuance ihould be fix--* 
cd, or they will always be uneafy and pulhing olF; and the 
longer circumftances will admit it to be, the better : for, after 
jthe period recurs, for which they come, it will be impofliblc 
to retain them a moment. — As to the number that Hiould be 
required, it is difficult to determine : howeVer, it is likely it 
will fall (hort of the requifition, as it ever has upon fuch 
occafions. 

There is a report prevailing in camp, which has come 
through fcveral channels, that a fuccefsful expedition iias 
been made upon Rhode-Ifland, and eight hundred prifoner$ 
taken, with feveral pieces of artillery, and a large quantity of 
fait, I heartily wifli it may be true : but at prcfent it w.;nt» 
confirmation. 

Mr Thompfon's letter of tlic twenty -fir ft ultimo, with Its 
jnclofures, came to hand ycftciduy.—I join Congreis moft 
flncerely in congratulations on our important fuccefs in the 
furrender of general Burgoync at the head of his forces, and 
am happy they iiavc received a confirmation of the event 
fjrom general Gates. ^ 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sir, Hcad'QuarUrs, PVhite-^Mar/It^Nov. %i 1 777, 

I DO myfelf the honor to inclofe you an extradi oF 
a letter from major-general Dickinfon, of the fixth in- 
ftant, by which it appears that a reinforcement has failrf 
from New-York, either for general Howe or fome other ex- 
pedition. — I have not yet heard whether any of the troops 
on their march from the northward have yet croflcd the 
North-river : but 1 hope they will be with me near as fooii 
as general Howe's reinforcement can arrive at Philad^I* . 
phia. 

There was a heavy firing of cannon, all the day of the 
fifUi, down the river ; and in the evening fome muiketry 
was heard ; from whence we concluded that an attack had 
been made upon Fort-Miffiin. But it turned out to be an 
attack made by general Varnum, with a twelve and an cig^- 
teen-pounder fixed near Red-bank, upon the enemy's fhips. 
He thinks he damaged the Somerfetof fixty-four guns €pnfi<» 
derably, as fhe got on ground, and was for fome time ex-? 
pofed to' his fire.— The fhips were obliged to quit tlieir fta- 
tions and fall lower down. 

From a variety of accounts and circumftances, I am in- 
duced to believe that the enemy are meditating a grand blow 
againft Fort-Mifflin.-^I have put the place in as good a (late 
pf defence as ?ny prefpnt numbers will admit, and have di- 
redled general Varnum to afford every further affiftance ia 
his power. I therefore hope they vyill meet a warm reception 
whenever they make the attempt. 

The military cheft is again empty, and the army is unpaid 
for the months pf September find Odober, — befides the 
firaughts that are requilite for xht commiffary and quarter- 
mafter-gencraFs department. You will therefore be pleafed 
fo diredl a fupply of calh to be fent on as cxpeditioufly as 
pofTible. 

I fear, from a letter which I have lately received fror^ gCn 
peral Heath, that no proper mc.afurcs arc taken to put up a 

fupply 
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fupply of fait provifions for next campaign, to the eaftwarcL 
I have inclofed a copy of general Heath's letter to Mr. Bu- 
chanan, the commiffary-general ofpurchafes, and have de- 
fired him to have the matter looked into in time : but it is of 
fo much importance to the very exiftence of the army, that I 
think it deferves the attention of Congrefs. 

I have the hoaoi: to be, &c, G. W* 



Tq Henry Laurens, Efqulre^ Prejident If Congrefs. 
giR, Camp at White-Marjh^ November 10, 1777. 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
fourth ?ind fifth inftant, with their feveral inclofures. — 
'Among thofe of the former, I found the refolution you are 
plcafcd to allude to, refpefting your apppintment as prefi- 
^ent.p--Permit me, fir, to congratulate you upon this event, 
and to affure you I have the moft entire confidence that I 
/hall eixperience in you during your prefidency the fame po- 
Jitenefs^ and attention to the intercfts of the ilates, that marked 
the conduA of your worthy predeceflbr. 

With refpeft to the views of the navy-bpard for fecuring 
jthe frigates, the fimation of the army would not admit of s^ 
compliance with them, fuppofmg they would anfwer tlie end. 
\ have therefore written to the board in the mofl preffing 
tetmsi to have the frigates fcuttled in fuch way that they 
piay be raifed when it fhall be neceffary, and that in the 
mean time they may not be liable to injury from floating ice. 
— I fee no meafure fo likely to fecure them to us, and a? 
gainft the enemy's attempts. — I have been extremely fearful 
they would have pofTefTed and employed them, with the 
Pelaware and their batteries, on the rear of the gallies and 
the fort, while the (hips below attacked in front. I nee4 
pot point out the probable confequcnces of fuch an event , 
they are too obvious. 

The refolves which you requeft to be communicated to the 
army fliall be publiflied in general orders.— The letters for 

(:ommodcre. 
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commodore Hazdwood, &c, have been put in a proper 
cliarncl of conveyance. 

As to the Jifpofition of part of the northern army, my 
letter of the firft, continued to the third, contains nay ideas 
-upon the fuhjeft, and thofc of my general officers. — ^I fhaflbe 
forry if the mealures i have taken on this head fhould in- 
.tcrferc with or materially vary from any plans Ccmgrefs 
might have had in view. Their proceedings of the fifth, 
I prefumc, were founded on a fuppofition that the enemy 
were ftill up (he North-river, and garrifoning the forts Atj 
had taken. — This iK)t being the cafe, and all accounts agree- 
ing that reinforcements to general Howe .are coming from 
York, I hope the aids I have required will be coniidered ci?- 
pedient and proper- Independent of the latter coniider^tiopf 
I think our exertions and force flioujd be direifted to effi^fi 
general Howe's deflruSion, if it is poflible. 

Among the various difficulties attendijag the artny, the ad- 
juftnienr of rank is not the Icaft, This,"«-owing to thefeveral 
modes, the feveral principles, that have prevail^ in grant- 
ing comniiffions,— is involved in great perplexity. The of- 
ficers of the Pennfylvania troops are in much confufi on about 
it ; in many inftances, thofe who were junior in rank, from 
■ local and ot?ier circumftances, have obtained commiffions 
older in date than thofe which were granted afterwards to of- 
ficers, riicir fupcriors before. This, with many other irregu- 
larities, has been and is the caufe of great uneafincfs: and, 
thoTigli precedency of rank fo claimed fhould not be fupport^ 
cc\ ill uiftice or upon any principle^ — we find all, having the 
Icnil: pretext tor the title, firenuous to fupport it, and wiU 
linj; to hold a fnperiority. I was therefore induced to order 
a board of oiTiccrs to take the matter under confidcration. 
The rcfiilt, refpefling the field-officers of this ftate, I now 
indole, and wilh Con^refs to adopt the regulation which 
tlie board have made, and to tranfmit me, by the earlicft 
opportunity, commifTions dated according to their arrange- 
ment. At the fame time it inuy be proper that tiiere fljould 

be 
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be a refolvc vacating the cotnmiffions they now have, and 
direiSHng them to be delivered to me, — Their attenrion to this 
bufinefs, I truft, will be im'Tiediate : the difputes andjea- 
loufies with the officers require it^ 

I hare inclofed the memorial of colonel Porta II and the 
other engineers for their promotion, refeiTcd to me by the 
board of war for my fentiments. —As to the terms thefe gen-^ 
llemen mentioned to have been propofed and agreed to when 
they firft arrived, I know nothing of them further than the 
memorial ftates. — In refpeft to their abilities and knowledge 
in cbeir profeffion, I muft obferve they have had no great 
opportunity of proving them fince they were in our fervice- 
However, I have reafon to believe that they have been r£gu- 
lariy bred in this important branch of war, and that their 
talents, which have been hitherto, as it were, dormant, want 
■only a proper oiccaflon to call them forth ; in which cafe, 
1 have no doubt they would do themfelves honor, and the 
ftates eflential fervice. — It is of great importance, too, to 
coniider the pra<9;icability of replacing (hefe gentlemen with 
perfons equally qualified, if they (houki quit 'the fervice ; 
and how indifpenfaUe men of ikill in this branch of military 
fcience are to every army. — While I am on this fubjed, I 
would take the liberty to mention that I have been well in- 
formed that the engineer in the nojtiiern army (Corieiki, I 
think, his name is) is a gentleman of fcience and merii. 
From the charaflter I have bad of him, he Is deferviiig of no- 
tice too. 

I would beg leave to mention that we are in great diftrcfs 
for want of money. This will be more urgent every day ; 
and it is probable there will be a good deal of pay due to 
tlie troops coming to reinforce ixs. — General Putnam writes, 
preffingly for a fupply, and fays he is in a moft difagreeablff 
iituation for want of it. — Irauftrequeft the attention of Con-^ 
grefs to this fubjcft. 

■ Your favor of the feveoth came to hand this morning.^T- 
I fliall pay proper atteution to th^ indofures. -The rank qi 

the 
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die oflScers of cavalry I will attempt to have fettled as fooa 
as circumftances will admit. 

I have nothing very interefting to communicate. — ^The 
enemy haye loft one of their new floating batteries : it funk 
in a little time after it was launched. — ^There has been a can- 
nonade to-day : — itftill continues : — I do not know the occa^ 
iion, but imagine it is between the fliips and gallies. 

I have die honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camp near Whlte^MarJh^ N ovemier it^ 1777. 

THE condition of the army for want of clothes and 
blankets, — and the little profpeit we have of obtaining re- 
lief, according to the information I have received from the 
board of war,— occafion me to trouble you at this titoc.— • 
The mode of feizing and forcing fupplies from the inhabit* 
ants, I fear, would prove very inadequate to the demands, 
while it would certainly embitter the minds of the people, 
and excite perhaps a hurtful jealoufy againft the army. — 
I have had officers out for the purpofe of purchafing and 
making voluntary coUeflions of neceffaries ; and, in a few 
inftanccs, more coercive meafuies have been exercifcd : but 
all thefe have proved of little avail : our diftrclfes ftill'conti- 
nuc, and are becoming greater. I would therefore humbly 
fubmit it to the confideration of Congrefs whethei* it may 
not be expedient for them to addrefs the feveral legiflativCf 
and executive powers of the ftates on this fubjedl as early 
as pofli!)le, and in the moft urgent terms. It appears to me^ 
if they were to appoint, under the authority of Congrefs, 
proper adlive agents, that many neceflaries might be pro«« 
cured in addition to thofe Ipurc/iafcd] on public account* 
Befides this, I think the exigency of our aflFairs requires that 
they ihould refolve on an immediate aflcfTmentto be made on 
the inhabitants. — If thefe modes were adopted, conliderablc 
aids" might be derived, a-nd in a way much lefs exceptionable 
thaathat of feizing by the army.-r^The afiemblies in manj: 
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ftates, I believe, are now fitting ; and I have no doubt, upon 
a requiiition by Congrefs, but they will give attention to the 
ixieafure. 

Inclofed you will receive a copy of a letter from general 
Plittiam, w^hich came to Jiand to-day. You will find his 
and governor Clinton's opinion refpediing the fortifications 
ncceflary to be made for the fecurity of the North-river. As 
foon as I heard that Warner's jnilitia were coming down to 
reinforce me, I immediately wrote to countermand them, 
and direSed that they (hould be retained to carry on the ne- 
ceflary works during the time they are to ferve. — My letter 
on this fubjeA was on the ninth inftant. — As to the other 
troops, the propriety of bringing them here, 1 believe, is not 
ta be queftioncd. We are told through various channels 
that fir Hertry Clinton is coming round with all the force 
that can be poflibly fpared from New- York ; and it is faid 
that thofe on Staten-lfland are withdrawn. It is added alfo 
that the inhabitants of the former are greatly alarmed and 
<£igufted, and that general Tryon is calling in the militia of 
Jjang-im&oi for the defence of the city. — General Putnam*s 
letter will alfo evince the neceflity there is for a large arid 
ihidiiediate fupply of money being fent to the paymailer-ge- 
neral. / 

I have alfo the honor to tranfmit you a copy of a report 
by a board of general officcts, on the fubjeft of rations, 
whiph I fubmit to the confidcratl'Qn of Congrefs. The efta- 
Wiihment and regulations which they propofe appear to 
me to be juft and neccffary, fuppofing the commiffary's efti- 
matc to be right, which I prcfun:>e is ihc cafe, froth the ex- 
orbitant price which has been and is now paid for everj' fpe- 
cies of pcovifion. — The neceflity of an alteration in the for- 
mer value has i been long urged by many officers; and, fct. 
-want ofit, feveral, I believe, have left the fervice. 

I hav&thc honor to be^ &c. G- W* 

- P.S. By advices jufl received, thirty *eight tranfports have 
jerrived laDelatwarevi^ith troops. ■ -They were as highuptiS 
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Reeily-Iiland yefterday. — I fuppofe they are from Ncw-York#, 
—The memorial of colonel Poitail and the other engineers, 
omitted to be inclolcd in my letter of yefterday , is now tranf- 
mittcd. 

Notwithftanding the meafures I have ventured to recom* 
mend on the fubjeiSt of clothing, I ihall purfiie every meant 
ja my power that will contribute to procure a fupply. 



Sir, Hcad-Quartcrsy TVliite-MarJIi^ Nov. 17, 1777. 

I AM forry to inform you that Fort-Mifflin was eva- 
cuated the night before laft, after a defence which does cr&*' 
dit to tlie American arms, and will ever refiedl the higheft 
honor upon the officer^ and men of the garrifon. The 
works were entirely beat down : every piece of cannon dif- 
mountcd, and one of the enemy^s ihips fo near that (he 
threw grenades into the fort, and killed men upon the plat- 
forms, from her tops, before they quitted the liland* This 
(hip had been cut down for the purpofe, and fo conftruded 
that fhe made but a fmall draught of water, and by thefe 
means warped in between Fort-Mifflin and Province*IiIand.— 
Some complaints are made that the captains of the gallies did 
not fufficiently exert themfelves to drive this veffel from her 
ftation : but I {hail not determine any thing upon the matter 
till a proper inquiry is made. 

Nothing in tlie courfe of this campaign has taken up fo 
much of the attention and cpnllderation of myfelf and all 
the general officers, as the pofiibility of giving a further re- 
lief to Fort-Mifflin than what wc had already afforded^ — 
Such a garrifcn was thrown into it as has been found by ex- 
perience capable of defending it to tlie laft extremity : and 
Rcd-bankj which w^s deemed ciTcuti::lly neceflary, not only 
for the purpofe of keeping open the communication, but of 
annoying the enemy's fliips and covering our own fleet, has 
been poffeffed by a confiderable dctachmeiU from tlris anm'. 
The only remaining a,nd pradlicablc mode of giving^ relief to, 
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the f6rt was by diflddging die enemy from Province-Ifland 
from whitnife thfey kept up an inceffant fire. But this, from 
the Gtuation of the ground, was not to be attempted with 
any degree of fafety to the attacking party, without the 
Ivhole or a cdnfiderable part of the army (hould be j^emoved 
to die weft fide of Schuylkill to fupport and cover li. 

To account for this, you muft be made acquainted with 
the nature of thc.ground. — In order to have made the attack 
upon Province-Ifland, the party deftined for that fervice— 
which ihould have been at leaft fifteen hundred— muft have 
marched down the Chefter road as far as the Bell inn near 
Derby, and^dience, turning towards Delaware, muft have 
j^roofeeded about four, miles further through a neck of land, 
to the iflind. — The enemy have a bridge at the middle feiry 
upon Schuylkill, which is but four miles from the Bell inn : 
confequcntly, by throwing a body of men over that bridge 
upon the firft difcovery of our defign, and marching down 
tt) die Bell, drey would have efFedtually cut off our detach- 
ment upon their return.— -It is true the covering party might 
have cortfifted of a Id's number than the whole army : but 
ffieh thtjfe remaining upon this fide of the rive would have 
been too few to have been intrufted with all the artillery and 
(lores of the army, within twelve miles of the enemy. 

There were many and very forcible reafons againft a total 
rertiove to the weft fide of Schuylkill. Leaving all our 
(lores at Eafton, Bethlehem and Allentown, uncovered, — 
and abandoning 'federal of our bofpitals within reach of the 
enemy, — firft prefented themfelves.-^Another, and> in my 
opinion, a more weighty reafon than cither of the preceding, 
\5ras the hitportance of fupporting the poft at Red-bank, up- 
on which that of Fort-MiflBin in ai great meafurc depended, 
as through it we fent in fupplies of men, provifion, and am- 
munition. — ^The enemy, fenfible of this,- endeavored to dif- 
lodge us from Red-bank on the twentyfecond of laft month ; 
which, as Congrefs have h^en informed, coft them four 
hundred men. 

Vol. IL P Now. 



tio dENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

NoWy had oar army been on the weft fide of fidrayndll, 
they mighty widiout any danger of aa attack upon didr linesv 
have thrown over fo confideraUe a force uwo Jerfey, diat 
Aey mig^ have orerpowered the garrifon^ and, by malDiii{ 
diemfelTet mafters of it, have reduced Fort*Mifflin by &- 
mine or want of ammuutUoiL Thns we fhould in aH pio- 
balnUty have loft bodi poftt by one ftroke. — ^They aiig|ht 
aUb, by taking poflei&on of the fords upon Schuylkifl, have 
rendered die junction of onr nordiem reinfoieemenls wiA 
US a very difficult, if not an impradicable matti^: anl, 
ihould any accident have happened to diem, we flumldhave 
fiood a very poor chance of h>okittg geaerd Howe in the 
fiice dirough the winter widi am infinior ann]f^ We tbaiii 
finally have thrown die army into inch a fituatioa, dial «e 
muft ineritably have drawn on a general ef^;agement befoe 
our reinforcements arrived ; wbicb^ confidering dtdr iffiTr 
parity of numbers, would probably have endcMl with ^ 
moft difagreeable confe q ue n cc s ^ 

It was therefore determined a few days agp to wait the 
arrival of the reinforcement from the northward before any 
alteration could (afely be made in thedifpofitionof thearmy t 
and I was not withoui hopes that the fort would have heU 
out till that time. — ^Tfaat we mi^t then have moved without 
endangering the ftqres, I had |;iven orders for the removal of 
them, from the places. before mentioned, to Ldbanon and 
other places in Laiicafter county, which is at any rate more 
{afe and convenient than where they were. 

As the keeping pollefiion of Red-^bank, and dicreby ftili 
preventing the enemy from weiring thechevaux-de4Kfe be- 
fore the froft obliges their fliips to quit the river, hat become 
a matter of die greateft importance, I have dctermtned to 
fend down general St. Clair, general Knox, and baron 
Kalb, to take a view of the ground, and to endeavor to form 
a judgment of the moft probable means of fecnring it. They 
will at the (ame time fee how far it is poiSUe for our fleet to 
keep their ftation fince the loft of Fort-Mifflio, and alfo 

make 
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tn'ake the proper in<)uiry into the cQiidu£t of the captains of 
die gallieS, mentioned in the former pait of this letter. 

I am itifbrmed that it is matter of amazement, and that 
rcfl&ionS have been dirown oUt againft this army, for not 
biding more ac^ve aiid enterpriilng than^ in the ppinion pf 
foibe, they ought to have been* If the churge is juft, th<f 
keft way to account for it, will be to rtkf you to the fetumi 
of our (bength, and thofe which I can produce of the enemy, 
mod to the inclbfed abftrad of the clothing now adualljr 
waadog for the army : and &en t thmk the wonder will be^ 
how fbtj keep the field at ^all in tights at thi4 feafon of the 
^caTd— ^What ftock the clothier-genend has to fupply this 

■ iticmaiirt, or ^^hatare his profpeds, he himfelf will inforpn 
jrou, at I have diredisd him to go to York-town to lay thefe 
matteri before Congreft. There ate^ befides, moft of thofe 
in tbetiorpicals mote bare than diofd in the field :-^=^any re^ 
iHniQ there for wafift of clothes only; 

Several gtineral ofiEtefs, unable to ptbcure clothing jn 
die comikKm line, have ethplpyed agents to purchafe up what 
tould be found in diderent (larts of the country. ' General 
Wayne, aiiiong 6dier&, hal employed Mr. Zantzinger of 
Laiicafter, who hal t>urchaf^ to the ambunt of foiir thou* 
£uid five hundred pounds^ for whiUi be dcfires a draught tipon 
the ticaAiry4x>ardi— Inclofed yoo have a cot)y of his letten 
3—1 am not dear whedier thil application ihouU properly 
be made to the treafury, or the clothier-general, who fliould 
chai'grdib mtmey to the regiments for whom the doijhies are, 
aa fo iDiich. advanced to them^ If the latter ihould appear the 
oioft proper mode, I will Order it to be done; 

t am aoaioufly waiting die airival of the troOps frbm the 
jbortbw^t^f iwho ought, from the time they have had my or-* 
ders, to have been here before this. Colonel Hamilton, one 

1 42f my aidet, is up the Nofdi*river^ doing all he can to puih 
ifacKi forwaidi but bt writes me word that he finds many 
unaccountable ^lelays dirown in his way* Hovirever I am 
in hopes that many days will not elapfo before a brigade or 

P a two. 
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Iwo, at Icscft, arrive*— The warit of thcfe troops has embark 
rafied all my iheafure* exceedingly. 

November i8. — Your difpatchesof the thirteenth amd four- 
teenth have this moment come ' to hand. They fhaU be at- 
tended to; aiid ahfwered in my next. 

I have the hoiK;r t6 be, &€. Cf. W. 



Sir Head'Quartcrs^JVhite-MarJIi^ JVov. 23, 1777- 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favdrs rfdic 
thirteenth and nineteentli rnftant with their inclofures, — ^I am 
well affured Congrefs have not been inattentive to the ncceffi- 
ties of the army ; and that the deficiency in our fupplies, par- 
ticularly in the article of clothing, has arifen from the. dif- 
ficulty of importing, on account of the numerous fleet diat 
Kne our coaft. However f am perfuadcd that confideraUe 
relief might be drawn from tlie different ftates^ were they 
to exert themfelves properly. This I hope will be thecaic 
as foon as they receive the preffing recommendatims of Qa^ 
grefs upon tlie fubjeft. 

It has been the unvaried cnftom of theenemy,from the com- 
mencement of the prefent contefV, to try every artifice and 
device to delude the people. The meflfage throu^John 
firown was calcrrlated for this end. I am^ furprifed Mr.r 
Willing (hould fuifcr himfelf to be impofcJon by fuch flimfy 
meafures. He knows that there is a plain obvious way for 
general and lord Howe to communicate any propofals^ they 
wi(h to make, to Congrefs, without the intervention of a fe- 
cond and third hand. But this would not fuit their ticws.-- 
1 am forry that Mr.^ Brown (hould be the bearar of the mcf- 
fage ; as, from the charadter I have had of him, he is a 
worthy, well-difpofed man. It ha& been frequently mention- 
ed that he had intereded himfelf mucb in behalf of our prifon* 
ers, and had afforded them every relief and comfort his cir« 
cumilances would allow him to give. 
I have been endeavoring to cfl'e<fl an exchange of prifoo- 
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erv, from principles of juftice, and from moti?es o(;humam- 
ty: but at prefent I have no profpe^ft of it. Yet-^heral 
Howe has afliired our oflScers it was his wifli, and, if it '■ 
could; not be done, that he ihouM readily agree to their rb« 
Icafe on p^ole. — The indofed copies of my lettcrsi and his' 
aofwer wilLAiew Cgagrefs.what has pafled between usup* 
on that-fubje^S-.and at the fame time, that I had remon- 
ifarated againft dte fevere and cruel treatment of the prifoners, 
and |»x>pofed the plan of {ending in a fuitaUe perfontto in^ 
qttire into tke fa£):s, before, die ueceipt of their refdlutioh^ 
Their foffbrings, I am perfuaded, have been great, and . 
ihockittjg^ to humanity. I have called upon general Howe fbr 
ledrsfs^ and an explicit anfwer)to niy'letter of the fourteenth. 
If I do not receive one by to-morrow night, with themoft po- . 
iitiye'aiid (JEUisfa^ory aflurances .that a prppe^'j^oaduA ihall 
be obferved towards them in £iititte^T!iiin^miift retaliatej how^ 
jBver..much wowifh to avoid feverity, and meafures that bear 
the (maQeft appearance of rigor or inhumanity.. / " 

, Iqclofed you will receive a: lift of fiandry officers who 
}^ve be^n caihiered iince the atUon of -^thc Jbiirth ultimo.-^ 
I flatter myfelf that cbefe examples will intiKHve, joimny fa» 
vorable and beneficial confequehc^ss.^f^Beiides theie, there 
yrcre many more brought to trial, who were acquitted ; a- 
piong them, general Maxwell, and general Wayner^thc for* 
mer for 4;:barges againft him while be cpmmahded the light 
troops, — the latter for charges againft bis condu<ft in the 
(attack made on his divifion, in the night of the twentieth of 
jSepCember. The refu]t of the coun of inquiry Againft gene* 
fal Wayne pot entirely pxempting him from cpnfur^ in his 
own opinion, he requpftf^d a court-martial ; and, upon a full 
^d minute inyeftigation of the charges againft him, hp w^s 
bonorably acquitted, and 10 terms of high refpeift, 

I am foiTy to inform Congrefs that thp enemy are now in 
poflcfton of ^ the water defences.-^Fort-Mifflip and that 
j»t Red-bank mutually depended on each oth^r for fupport I 
»w} ^^ T^^&lm ef Ae former mad^ th? tenure gf th§ lattcp 
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f ^tremely precarious, if not imprd£ticable. ^^er die Io6 of 
Fort-Mifflin, \t was fpund f^edrbank could derive no advai^ 
tages ffom the galljes and armc^ veflels— (they could not 
mainpjix ti'icir (lation)-r-and» in cafe of ipvefticure* Af^gUBr- 
rifon rould h::v^ po fupplits, n6 retreat, nor any bQpc^rer.. 
list, huf iucii as mighc arife from a fup(;nor (ojfcc^^Qmg 
v^ithouc o^ ^c rear of mc enemy, a||d diilpdging tliem. Un^ 
der uiefe circiimftances^ tne garrrifon waai pbUge4 to evaKXh 
ate )t on qie nigbc of the twcatiet-i inft8^t» oajthe apfm^eli 
pf lor(i'Cumw'aIii& ^ho had cfofled the river fitniLGkeAcv 
with a ^L:chment, fuppofdd to be. about tiK^o tl^Qufaiid nieiii. 
and tormed a juncrion with the troops lately arrived finwit. 
N^iw-Yorki lud u^oi'^.tl^tf iiadbeen |andQc| (xefore at B3* 
lingipor^f' ' ..' . . . . 

From jM^inl Vai^^um't a<xx>TO^ I hayereafoa totlklyB. 
that we:iiavikdmoiL if:therftores,.Gju.epta few timrf. cftoncm; 
JiOt^vMr T 4ca:4i»oc be.p.iticiilaf \a this iiiilaiiMk---|: am alCii 
to add.froqo i^e lUenigsnpp I have received, that moft if ooC 
^M the anvied vdieii Uave been biirned by our own people^ 
l^xcept tbe ^allies, one brig, and tiyo floops, whicl^ are iiis4 
to have run by tbe city^ — How far this might be four «ded in 
neceffity^ I am nor able to determine. , but I kppcfe ii was 
done under diat iJei, and an appreheniion: -ji iheir fniiing 
ipto tl^c enemy's bands if they atietapced :o pai^ up the. river. 
Upon the firfiinfbf^madon I bad of lord Cornwatlis'^ movet 
ment, I detached general Huntington's bngride to jout gene- 
ral Vamum, aiid, as foon as po&ble, general Greene wid^ 
bis divifion ; hoping tba( thele.— vvith Giover^ brigade which 
l^ras on the march tl^rpugh Jeffey, an^ which 1 liireAed. 
to fil^ off to the left for the fame purpofe^r— and witbfuch 
militia as could be coUeSed, — would l)e able to defear die 
enemy's defign, and to prefervc the fort. But they were fq 
rapid in fheir advances, that our troops could not form ^ 
jundtion and arrive in time to fuccour the garrifon ; whid^ 
pbliged them 10 withdraw. 
General Qrcene iit ftjll in Jerfey i and when Glover's bri- 
P gadc 
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|;ade joins lum^ if an attack can be mack on lordCorawalUs 
"wxtib a profped of fncceft^ I am perftia&d. it will be done* ' 
About a bimdred and Scr&atf of Morgaa^accrps are alfoggmc 
to reinforce him* 

Generak Poor and Pattorte with tfaeir brigades, and coto- : 
nd Bailey with Leamed's^ are now in camp* The hit ar«» 
med oniriday evening, die odier two in the coorfe of yef- 
terday. I bave not yet obtained returns of dieir flrengdi ; ' 
bdtyfiromthe accoi^s of tbe officers, tbey will amoont in the' 
Whole to twenty-three or twenty-four hundred rank and file; * 
Bot t find many of them are very deficient in the articles i^- 
fhoes, ftockings» breechcs,and bhmkets-JBefides diefe, abdut^ 
Aree hundred and fifty men,— detachments firom LeeV, Jhcl^> 
fon*s, and Henley^s i;^nients,-4iave joined me. 

Yefterday evening the enemy burned feveral hoefes in die'' 
neigjhborhood of Philadelphia, andd^ have committed die - 
moft wanton fpoB in many odiers. ^ 

I have dK honor to be, &c. GL W, 



Si«t Head^ Quarters, Nwemher 26, 1 77 7, » 

I WAS yefterday morning honored with your fiivors 
of the twenty-fecond inftant* — ^I wi(h the meafures Congref j^ 
have adopted may effectually fupprtfs the difturbances in xHtf 
wefterh department. Should they prove fnccefsful^ anci die 
favages and vficked deluded inhabitants receive a ievere' 
check, it is probable they will not be induced again to 
take part againft us, or at leaft for fome con^^Nferable time, 
Colond Crawford fet out yefterday evening, and will be 
widi C6ngre(s, I experts in tbe courfi: of two or three days t€( 
take dieir commands, 

I was much obl^ed by die foreign intelligence you wen^ 
pieafed to tranfmit me : it is agreeable and incerefting ; and 
I hearuly wi(h there may be an early declaration of hofti* 
lities between France and Britain. From thefe advices, 
^"S^ 'f?^ ^^ \^ getting into a proper train for it : and it is 
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not eafily to be conceived that it can be much longep delay- 
ed. However our exgediations have not been anfwcred in . 
this inftance^ and they may yet be held in fufpenfe. .The 
political reafonsi that }t;ad to deJ^^F pn the part of France^ I 
do not perfectly underftand. As to Britain, her honor is loft 
in the contcft with us, and the moil indignant infults lyill 
fcarcely be able to draw her attention from her prefent pur- 
fuits.— The account of Mr Lee having efFeded the purpofes 
of his embafiy at the court of Berlin is of great importance, 
if it be true. In fuch cafe, adminiftration, however deiirous 
they may be, w*ill probably be difappointed in their fchemes 
of fufthft mercenary aids againft us. .. . , 

I muft take thp liberty to requeft thq'decifion of Congrels 
ep th« oafe of the nine lirft-raifed Virginia regiments as early 
a| circumftances will permit. If tliip plan -propofed for re^ 
enlifling them is judged expedient, ohq capitpil inducem^t to 
tbat end, fuggefted by the officers, will ceafe If it, is longer 
Relayed. It is a matter of confidcraMe importance, and of 
which I wi(h to be fatisfied as foon as poffible.-^I fhould alfq 
be happy in their determination refpeding the marquis De la 
Fayette. He is more and more I'olicitous to be in.a£tuul fer- 
vice, and is preffing in his ajjplicatljns for a command. — I 
wntured before to fubmic my fentiments upon the meafure ; 
and I ftill fear a refufal will not only induce him to return 
in difguft, but may involve fome unfavorable confequences. 
— :TfJi^(P are now fpmc vacant divifions in the army, to one 
of whiqh he may b^ appointed, if it fhould be the pleafure of 
Congrefs, I am convinced he pofleflcs a large fhare of that 
military ardor which generally charafterifes the nobility of 
his country. He went to Jerfey with general Greene, and I 
find he has not been inadlive there. This you will perceive 
by the following extradl from a letter juft received from ge- 
neral Greene. 

" The marquis, with about four hundred militia and the 
rifle corps, attacked the enemy's piquet laft evening", killtrd 
about twenty, wounded many mure, and took about twentv 

prifoncrs. 
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prisoners. The marquis is charmed with the fpirited beha-t 
vior of the militia and rifle corps ; — they drove tlic enemy 
about half a mile, and kept the ground until (}ark. The 
enemy's piquet confided of about three hundred, and were 
reinforced during the ft.irmilh. — The marquis is determined" 
to be iqthe way of dapger." 

* * * I muft requeft you to tranfmit me a number of 
blank commifi^ons as foon as you have an oppurtunitw/ to do * 
it. There are feveral vacancies yet to fill ; And the officers 
eiftitled to them are anxious to be appointed. The commif- 
iioi^ I wanj fliould be under your iignature,ind not Mr Han- 
cock's. I mention this, left you fliould fcriu any of the latter 
that might remain. Thofc fiigned by yoii will be competent • 
to all qjafes : thofe by Mr Hancock, only to fuch as happen- 
ed during his prefideqcy ;' and of vhefe I have now fome. 

November ay.-rlncjbfed you will receive a copy of general 
Howe's letter in anfwer to mine of the fourteenth and twenty- 
third, which only came to hand laft night,* a';id at an inftant 
when I was giving the commiflliry of prifoners inftrudtions 
forthwith to confine a number of the officers In our hands, 
and to put the privates under very difTerent rcftridions from 
thofe they have been ufed to. — I am In hopes the treatment 
of ours will be much better in future. Mr Boudinot wJU 
immediately take meafures for rcleafnig the officers on pa- 
role, that we may relieve an equal number of ours- I fliouId 
have been happy to have efFedled a general exchange, or a 
partial one : but general Howe will npt u']pon any terms but 
thofe he has ever.infifted on. 

The enemy have got up feveral of their flilps to the city. 
^t is likely they have found a pafTage through the chevaux-dc^ 
frife, or they may have removed them, 

I have the honor to he, &c. G. W^^ 
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Head^QKorters^ WhtU^Murfr^ Bectmbtr >, 1777. 

ON SATURDAY I had the honor to receive your 
favor of the twenty^fixth uhimo, with its inclofiires.— The 
xefolve of die twenty-fifth I have publi(hed in oiders, agree- 
able to diredtion, and ihall be happy if Congreft can fall iif<»i 
meafures to render the fituation of the officera and UAiatrj 
more digible than what it now is. At prefent k is truly ^- 
trefling : and, unlefs fome means can be devifcd to fiijppoit 
them more comfortaUy, we (hall have to apprdiend tbe nioft 
alarming confequences. The officers, or at leaft a large pro* 
portion of than, as well as the men> are in a mo(t degree* 
able condition as to clothing, and without any certain pro* 
fpe£t of relief: and, what is ftill more painfaly— if perchance 
Aey have an opportunity of purchafii^ (which is fddom die 
cafe), they have the mortification to find them&lves totally 
incompetent to it, from the depreciation of o«r money, and 
die exorbitant prices demanded for all articles in this way.— - 
This is the fource of great imeafinefs, of indiflerence to the . 
fervice, and of repeated (I may fay, daily) applications to 
leave it, and thcfe too by as good officers as are in die Ame« 
rican line. 

In refpcA to promotions for merit and intrepidity, I 
would beg leave to obferve, that, though theic are proper 
confiderations to found them upon, yet they fhould'be made 
with the greateft caution and attention, and only in cafes of 
the mod eminent and diftinguifhed fcrvices. Every promo* 
tion or rife out of common courfe cannot fail to excite unea* 
fmefs in a greater or leiTer degree \ and nothing will recon- 
cile them to the army at large, and particularly the officers 
more immediately affedled by them, — but where the caufes 
are known and acknowledged. — This I mention from my 
wifhes to promote the public intereft, fron\ my knowing diat 
harmony Is efTcntial to this end, and from no other motives 
whatever. 

Seforc 
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Before the receipt of your fayor, I do not recolIe£k to |^w 
l^card of John Simper*8 cafe. Hit brother has not beei; widt 
n^e. Aa foon as he arrives^ I (hall give direftioos for him v 
tot be rdeafed frpm bis prefeat eqi^finement, and to be foc^ 
yraxdfd to Cecil county. 

I have xiothing material to inform you of,— -Lord Corn* 
wallis and d)e det^kcbment tinder his command (meniioned ifk 
my lafi) retiirned from Jerfey on thurfday.-— We had reafoQ 
ta expcGt ata attack fince* from our advices from the cityt 
Imt Jiaye been difappomted.--General. Greene has aUb joined 
me widi all the troops that were yritk him, ^^cpgi Homiiig^ 
toii,s brigade^ which will foe in to^y* 

I^VjC the honor to be, &c. G* W# 



SlS^ £l^4rQ,uartirsj tVhlt^-MarJh^ Dec- 10, 1777, 

{ HAVE the honor to inform you, that, in the coude 
of laft week, from- a variety of intelligence, I had reafon to 
&Kf/t6t diat general Howe was preparing to give ns a gene* 
ral adion. Accordingly, on thurfday night he moved from 
the city with all his force, except a very inconfiderable part 
left ia bis lines and redonbts^— and appeared the next morn- 
ing on Cheih^tt^hili, in front of, and about three miles dif^ 
tant from, our right wing. As foon as their poCtion was dif-^ 
cO^rtd, the Pennfylvania militia were ordered from our 
fi|jbt, to 4^itini(h with their light advanced parties ; and lam 
fefny to mention (hat brigadier-general Irvine who led them. 
OS had the misfortune to be wounded and to be made prifo* 
xier,?p*Nodung more occurred on that day. 

On frlday night the enemy changed their ground, and 
moved to our left, within a mile of our line, where they re- 
jmained quiet and advantageouily polled the whole of the next 
^ay. On fnmbiy they inclined ftill further to Our left ; and, 
from every appearance, there was reafon to apprehend they 
•yvere determined^on an a(9;ion — In this m^ement, their ad- 
vanced and flanking parties were warmly attacked by colonel 
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Mofgan abd hw corps, and alfo by the Maryland militfa «». 
der^'coloncl Gift.— Their lofi I cannot afcertain r'lnit I am 
informed'it was confider^ble, having regard to die number of 
tht^ ^cffpsuwiio engaged .thera.-i^ About funfGt> after Various 
marches and counter-marches, they halted ; and I ftill fuppof* 
ctf^i^rom- their difpoiitidit^nd preceding Ai^anoeuvres, thatdiey 
wliUd auack us-ii^ the night or early the nevi^ f^onwg : but 
initliis^I was miftaken* r.-j 

0n mboday afternoon they began to move agaif|> an^ in- 
fteartt*af advancing, fi)ed off frotn their right ; and the firft 
ccHabl'tandblFpnt that I o<»uld obtain of their intentiofiS^waf 
that they were in full march towards Kiiladclphia by^tVro or 
thXe routes. — I immediately detached -light parties after them 
fo fall upon their rear \ bu^diey were i^ot able to con^e up 
With thera, 

VThc enemy's lofs, as I have obfei*ved^ I cannot afcertain, 
Ote aocoiSuit from:the city is that five hundred wounded ha4 
been fent in ; another is that eighty-two waggons had gone 
in widimen in thjs fituot^on. Thefe, J fear, are both exag* 
gorated, and not to be depended upoUt^-Wc loft twenty-fevci^ . 
matin Mprgan^s corps, killed and woundal* . beiides major. 
Morris, a brave and gallant officer, who i^nnipng the latter. 
Of the Maryland militia there w.er-e alfb fifteen or fevepteei^ 
wounded.— I have not received further returns ygt, 

I fmcerely wifli that they h^d made sin attack, ^$ tl;e ifTue, 
in all prohabiiity,--rfrom the difpofition of our troops, an4 
the ftror^g fituation of our camp, — viTouI^ havp beeji fortunate 
and happy. At the famp time I muft a4d, that r^^OQ, pru- 
dence, and every principle of policy, forbad us quitting ouf 
poft to attack them. Nothing but fijccefs would have jufti- 
ficd the mcafuvc ; and this cpuld UQt be expeit^d frpn^ dieir 
poSrion. 

The conftant attention and watching I was oblig^ to give 
the enemy's movements would not allow me to write before; 
and this. 1 believe was the lefs material, ag I have reafon tq 
thmk your committee who \Y9r^ \^ ca<Ti|) mo(l of t|ic time, 
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MuA ^ho are now here, tranfmitted an account of ftich oc- 
<:urrences as they deenaed impojtaat ia any degiee. Tim 
. £r& caufe too» £lr, and my engagements with ths ^committee 
previous to the coming out of the enemy, will, I truli, fuff 
£cieiitly apologife for my not acknowledging before the ho- 
jrtor of your favors of the thirtieth ultimo and the lirii iaftattf^ 
which came to hand in due order and timc« 

I have the honor to be, &c* . G. W- 



Sir, Head- Quarters^ Falley-Forge, January 2, I??^. 

I TAKE the liberty of introducing major John Clarte^ 
ihe bearer of this^ ^o ydur notice^ He entered the fervice at 
the commencement of tlie war, and has fur fome Uxxut paft 
a&ed as aide-rde-camp to major-general Greene* He is aiStivc^ 
fen£ble, and enterprifmg, and has rendered me very great; 
affiftance fince the army has been in Pennfylvania, by procure 
ing. me conftant and certain intelligence of the motions aadf 
intentions of tlie enemy. — It is ibmewhat uncertain whedier 
the ftate of the major's health will admit of his lemaui-r 
ing in the military line : if it fhould^ I may perhaps hate 
occafioQ to recommend him in a more particular manner Xo 
tlie favor of Congrefs at a future time. At pr^fent^ I can 
aflure you that if you (bould, while he remain^ in tlie nd^- 
borhood of Yprk, have any occaiion for his fervices, yov 
will find him not only willing but very capable of executiag 
any of your commands. 
. I have the honor Xo be, &c. Q. W, 



Sift, Falley 'Forge, January 5, 1778.. 

I YESTERDAY evening had the honor of your 
favor of the firft inftant, with its feveral inclofnre*. — The 
letter you atttide to, from the committee oi Congrefs andf 
board of war, came to hand on faturday morning : but it 
dbet J!U>t mention &e regulations adopted for removing the 
i 4iiE(;;iJti£» 



ttz GENfeRAL WASHINGtC^N*^ 

difficulties and fiiinres in the commifTaiy line. I tru(t diej 
win be vigorous^ or the army cannot exift^ It will rmd 
anfwer^ to procure Ibpplies of clodiing or prorifion by coer- 
cive meafures : — the fmali feizures made of die former a 
lew days ago in confequence df die moff pi'effing and ab^ 
fbliite neceffity, — ^wfaen that, or to diflblvet was the altemt- 
tive»— -excited the greateft alarm and uneafinefs eren amodg 
cxxt beft and warmdil friends. Such procedures may gi?e 
a momentary relief ; but, if repeated, will prove of the moft 
pernicious confequence. Befides fpreading diiaffediony jea- 
loufy, and fear in the people, they never fail, even in did 
moft veteran troops under the moft rigid and exaA difci- 
pline, to raife in the foldiery a difpofition t6 licendmdiicft^ 
to plunder and robbery, — difficult to fupprefs afterwmrds,-iAd 
Whith has proved not only ruinous to the inhabitants, bilti 
in many inllances, to armies themfelves. — Lftfgret theooci>- 
fion dut, compelled us to the meafure theodierday; vtA 
fliall confider it andong the greateft of our misfortunesi if ^iTe 
fliould be under the neceffity of pradlifing it again. 

I had received from the board of waf a copy of die fcfo* 
iudons of the tWenty-ninth ultimo, and publidied ludi pifts 
in orders as were directed. I (hall endeavor, as far ds poffi- 
ble, to carry the intendon of Congrefs into' execution, tt^ 
fpe£ting the extra Jiay, and to prevent any from receiving it^ 
who do not come under theii" defcriptlon.-— The three packed 
with commiffions came fafe to hand. 

I have the honor to be, &c; G. Vf% 

I am now under the neceffity of keeping fevoral partid 
from the army threihin^ grain, that our fupplies may not • 
fail : — but this will not do. — As to meat, our ftock is triflin^i 
not being fufficicnt for more than two days, if fo long,-witfa 
the moft fparing economy. 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. tij 

Slt« Valky-Forge^ J^mary 9, 1778. 

I YESTERDAY evening had the honor to rectm 
your fiiTor of die 66h inftant, with its indofurcs. — Tht 
power Coog^s have been pleafed to veft me with, for ap- 
pointiiq; ude8-4e-camp, I fliall ufe with economy, and I wiU 
not appoint more at any time than ihall be neceflary and ef* 
jEtndal to sdvance die public intereft. Any future appoint* 
menfei diat may be material will be mude out of the line of 
Ac army, if circumibuices will allow it. In general dug haa 
been the cafe. 

The proceedings of Congre(s for the detendon of general 
Bocgoyne and army, or radier fufpending their embarkatkHi* 
till die convention of Saratoga is explicidy ratified and aod-» 
£ed by die court of Britain, (hall remain fecret here till diey 
are duly announced by Congre&.— This procedure, whea 
Imown to the general, will chagrin him much : for I learn 
by a ktt^ from general Headi, that the refufal to let his 
troops embark at Rhode-Ifland or in the Sound had given 
him fome oneafinefs.— I have nodiingof impcHtance to com* 
itiiimcate ; and have only to add that I have the honor to be^ 
widi great refped, ice G. W. 

P. 8* The great diveriity of opinions prevailing, as to the 
operadon which the refolves of die thirtieth ultimo and firft 
inftant fliottld have, which give a month's extra pay, makes 
k neceflary for tne to requeft Congrefs to deicribe with cer« 
tainty .and precifion the perfons who they intended diould 
be die particular objeds of their benevolence. Without thiSf 
I am certain I fliall not be able to execute the refolves accord^ 
^ ing tiy dieir intention, and in a manner diat will be agreeable 
to the jurmy* 

If fnch officers and men as were in camp when die re-* 
folves were pafled, and who continue the whole winter, are 
tbt only objects to be benefited, it is urged that many who 
liave difcbarged their duty with fidelity, — who have expe« 
Yienced a fevere campaign to that dme or till a few days be- 
fore,— who may be now out of camp, and yet be here 
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in the courfe of the winter, — will be excluded. For ex- 
iimple, all oflScers and men on furlough, though they ihould 
have been long from their homes before,— ^perhaps much 
longer, in many inftances, tlian many who remain,— and 
whofe private and family neceffitics oblige then> to be ab- 
fent^— -thofe who hare fajlcn fick from their fervices, and 
who are in hofpitals or the country,-— detachments on com- 
mand,— thefe would be excluded. Such difcriminations, I 
believe, will give great difguft and uneafinefs.^-It is diffi- 
tult^ in eafes of this naturcj to draw a proper line of dif- 
fin£tion, and impof&blc to do it in fuch a way as tO give 
iatisfadtion. 

I do not mean to enlarge upon the fubjedl : my only wiffi 
is to have it precifely afcertained, who are to be included and 
. paid, and who are notj under the refolves, that I may not on 
Ihe one hand ^St contrary to public intention, and on the 
other give caufe of complaint, and perhaps do wrong' to indi- 
viduals. 

Knowing the diiBculty of drawing a proper line, and the 
difguft and murmurings that ever attend difcriminations,— 
were I to aJvife upon the fubjedt, Only fuch officers and men 
fhould be excluded (fince extra pay has been determined on) 
as are abfent from camp without regular authority, or fuch 
as may abufe indulgencies regularly obtained. 

It has been obfervcd by fome, and perhaps with proprietj'^ 
that there are officers and men now in camp, or who may be 
fhortly in, who have no fuperior claim to merit, — whofe af- 
fairs are not fo preffing, or vs^ho have already had indulgen- 
cies, — or who, from their being nearer their friends and 
connexions, have h:id opportunities of feeing them fre- 
quently, of ordering their concerns, ami vifidng their 
homes once, twice, or perhaps oftener in tlie campaign,— 
whilft they who were more remote were precluded from any 
of thefe advantages, and were conftantlv on duty. Theic 
confiderations will h.ivc their weight in the fcale of difgull 
•with the parties intcrcfted.— For my part, though the re- 
folves were founded in principles of generofity, — ^'wcre in- 

tciiJcJ 
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tended to reward merit, and promote the fervice^— from the 
difficuhies attending the execution, I wiih they had never 
been made, efpecially as I believe officers and men would in 
a little time have become tolerably well reconciled to their 
quarters. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W| 



Sm, Valley-Forgej January 12, 1778. 

AS I do not recoiled with precifion whether any, or 
what rcfolutions have been made by Congrefs refpedting cap- 
tores by the army or detachments of it, and not having all 
their proceedings with me, with which t have been honored 
from time to time, to affift my inquiries upon the fubjeft,— 
I muft take the liberty to requeft that they will determine, and 
favor me with their decifions upon, the following points : 

I* What articles captured are to be coniidered as public 
property ? 

2. Whether articles captured by parties or detachments, 
not determined public property, are to be diftributed or fold 
for the benefit of the army at large, or are to be coniidered 
as die fole and exclufive right of the captors ? 

3. If, in general inftahces, fuch articles as are taken, and 
which are not confidered public property, are determined to 
be die fole and exclufive right of the captors, — are (lation* 
ary detachments, who, from their fituation, have much more 
than a common chance of making prizes, to be confidered 
tipon the fame footing ? 

4. If there is to be a difiinfkion between ftationary an4 
other detachments,— and the former are denied an exclufive 
right to the captures they make, — what proportion of die ar- 
ticles are they to have ? 

I have been induced to ftate the above queftfons on ac- 
count of fome diflBcultics that have arifen rcfpeding the 
jprize taken by the detachment at Wilmington under general 
Smallwood, that the fame may be determined, and certain 

Vol. II. Q^ principle! 
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principles eftabliflicd, to govern in like and future cafes.— 
In the inftance of this prize, as the baggage taken (from ge- 
neral Small wood's and the officers* rtprefentation) will be 
but inconfiderable when divided among themfelves, I have 
confented that they ihall have it at a juft appraifeaient and 
diftribution, and have diredeti him to have the whole, and the 
value, properly inventoried, that fuch order may be made re- 
fpefting the latter, as the deciiions of Congrefs may juftify 
and point out. I have .alfo directed the fale of the brig, as 
I underftand fome offers have been made for her, and as her 
fituatipn may be conlidered hazardous and precarious. 

Befidcs the brig taken at Wilmington, a veffei has ftrand- 
cd at Reedy-Ifland \virli goods on board. It is faid a quaa- 
tity of rum, fome bales of cloth, a number of hats, and 
fome other articles (all wanted by the army), have been taken 
out of her by the militia, particularly thofe of Kent .coun- 
ty. Thefe general Smallwood is endeavoring to find, that 
they may be of public benefit. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Hcad-Quartcrsy January 13, 1778. 

THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier De 
Mauduit du Pleifis, who was amon^ the firft French oflScers 
that joined the army of the United States. The gallant con- 
du6l of this young gentleman at Brandiwine, Germantown, 
and his diftiiiguiflied fcrvices at Fort-Mercer where he unit- 
ed the offices of engineer and commandant of artillery, en- 
title him to the particular notice of Congrefs. — He made fe- 
veral judicious alterations in the works at Red-bank, fhewcd 
great good ccMidu(fl during tlie a6lion in which the Heffians 
were rcpulled, and was fpoken of, in confequence, in terms of 
the iiigliell applaufe, by the commanding officer of thepoft. 
— Alter the evacuation was determined upon, he became the 
means of faving fome valuable artillery and ftores, and cheer- 
fully undertook, as volunteer, the hazardous operation of 

blowing 
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blowing up the magazine, &c, without the apparatus ufuaU 
iy provided upon fuch occafions.— I muft further add in 
monfieur Du Pieffis' favor, that he poffefles a degree of 
modefty not always foupid In men who have performed 
brilliant anions. It Is with pleafure therefore that I recom- 
mend it to Congrefs to grant him a hrevet of lieutenant-col o* 
nel, — a reward due to his merit, and which will not have the 
inconvenience of occafioning any diflatlsfaftlon in the corps 
to which he belongs. 

As fome particular circumftances have prevented monfieur 
Du PlefEs waiting upon Congrefs fooner, I hope there will 
' be no diflBculty in antedating the brevet, fo that the recom-- 
penfe may more immediately follow the fervices which he has 
done. At the fame time, that there may not be any uneafi* 
nefs on the part of monfteur Fleury whom Congrefs have 
been pleafed to reward in the fame way, and as their times 
of fervice are ^nearly equal in France, I would propofe that 
monfieur Du Pieffis' brevet fliould bear the fame date, viz. 
the twenty-fixth of November. 

I have the honor to be, &c» G. W» 



Sir, VaUty-ForgBy January 31, 1778. 

I HAVE been honored with your feveral favors of 
the fourteenth, nineteenth, twenty-fecond and twenty-fifth in- 
ftant, in due order, with their inclofures, which fliall have 
my attention. My application in preparing and digefting 
matters for the confideration of the committee who are now 
in camp prevented me acknowledging them before. — The 
packet for governor Livingfton, which accompanied the firft 
two, I tranfmitted him the next day by a careful hand, and 
hope it got fafe to him. 

The inclofed copy of a letter and memorial from general 
Forman I would take the liberty of laying before Congrefs. 
—^Supplying the army with fait is a matter of infinite im- 
portance ; and if It can he accompli Qied, it is very itiuch to 

Q 2 be 
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be dcfired. — How far general Formaii may fuccecd in lus 
experiments, I cannot determine : but, from every account, 
ihere is a favorable profpefl: of his manufadluring a con- 
fidci able quantity of this neceflary and eflential article— For 
the greater fecurity of the works againd the enemy's tenders, 
&c, he prays to be fumifhed with a guard of fifty men. Hit 
requifition is fubmittcd to Congrcfs ; and they will be pleaf- 
ed to determine upon it in fuch manner as they may think 
proper.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, ValUy-Forgey Fcbruafy 3, 1778. 

ON the ultimo I had the honor to receive 

your favor of the twenty-feventh, with the copies alluded to. 
—As the proceedings of Congrefs in this inftance feem to 
imply that our unfortunate people in the hands of the eneoiy 
are to be vidtualled by us, I have only to wifh that the fup* 
lilies may be conftant and plentiful. I have tranfmitted your 
letter to Mr. Boudinot who is out of camp, and haverequeft- 
ed his moil pointed attention to the bulitiefs^ I have alfo 
written to general Howe upon the occaCon, and inclofed 
him one of the copies. — In my next I (hall take the liberty 
of tranfmitting you a copy of my letter to him on this head, 
and of fome others which^have lately paflcd between us. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I wifti a fupply of money to be fcnt as foon as poffi- 
blc. Our diftiefles for want of it are not eafily to be dc- 
fcribed. What Mr. Palfrey brought with him was not fuffi- 
cient to pay the troops for November^ by two hundred and 
fifty or three hundred thoufand dollars. The demands were 
immcnfc, mod oi tlic eaftcrn troops having had four or five 
months' pay due to them, and fome, more. The army now 
in general has three months' pay in arrear, exclufive of the 
month's extra pay ; and, befides this, the quaiter^mafter is 
prcflTing for large draughts for the purpoi'es of his depart- 
ment, though he has received a proponiou of the monej 
which came with Mr. Palfrey. 
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SxR» Valley-Forge y February 8, 1778. 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favor of the 
l})ird inftanti and with its inclofure. 

As general M'DougaFs late fevere illnefs and prcfent fee- 
ble fiate will not permit him to procjeed on the intended ex- 
curfion into Canada, baron De Kalb will follow the marquis 
agreeable to his wifli and the direction of Congrefs. 

According to the promife contained in my laft, I take the 
liberty of tranfmitting you copies of fuch letters as have lately 
pafled between general Howe and myfelf. 

February la. — Since writing the above, I have received 
another letter fiom general Howe, of the fifth inftant, a copy 
of which, and of my anfwer, you have alfo inclofed. By 
thefe you will perceive that he has propofed a general ex- 
change of prifoncrs, and that I have acceded to it. — I have 
written to Mr. Boudinot, commiffary in this line, recjuiring 
his return to camp ; and (hall give him diredlions to purfue 
the mod fpeedy meafures for accompli (liing this bufinefs, fo 
intercfting to the unhappy officers and men in general Howe's 
hands, and to the caufe of humanity. — There are fome other 
matters, as you will difcover, which I could not enter upon. 

The fituation of the aflrairs of the army has not till lately 
made it convenient to go into the inquiry direftedby the refolve 
of the twenty-eighth of November, of the lofles of the Fortg 
Montgomery and Clinton in the ftate of New- York, and of 
Fort-Mifflin on Delaware. With refpcdt to the two former, it 
happens that almoft all the principal officers afting in that 
quarter were in fome way or other fo far concerned in thq 
affair, as to make them improper for profccuting the inquiry, 
I therefore propofc to fend officers from this army, If his 
health will permit, 1 fhould wifh general M'Dougal to pre- 
fide. His thorough knowledge of thofe pofts and all their 
connexions qualifies him in a peculiar manner for the pur- 
pofe.— -I have written to him on the fubjedt. 

With rcfp^dl to Fort-Mifflin, the inquiry involves very 

Q^ 3 e^tenfivq 



ISO GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

extenfive confi derations, and, more or lefs, affefls alnioft 
all the general officers in this army, whofe advice and con- 
currence in the meafures taken make them in feme degree 
parties. The mode, in my opinion, moft un-exceptionable to 
be purfued, is for Congrefs to authorife a committee of dieir 
own body, or to delegate any other perfons they may chufe 
to entruft, not connedied with the operations of this army, to 
go into the buiinefs. 

Febi'uary 14. — Yourfeveral favors of the feventh, andAat 
of the eighth inftant, were duly received yefterday evening, 
—As foon as circumftances will admit, I fhall appoint a 
court-martial in the cafe directed, and (hall notify the parties 
concerned of the famCr — The oath, which Congrefs have 
prefcribed to be taken by the officers pf the army, I (ball pub* 
lifii in general orders, and the mode how it is to be done, 
with direftions ab.out the certificates. — I (hall extend colonel 
Dyer's furlough to the firft of April, as required* 

I have the honor to b?, &c, G, W. 



Sir, Hcad-Qiiartcrsy Valley-Forge^ Feb, 27, 1778. 

I AIM now to acknowledge the honor of your feveral 

favors of the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-firft inftant, 

which, witli their refpeftive inclofures, have been duly re^ 

ceived. 

In compliance with the rcfolution of Congrefs of the fifth 
inltant, tranfmitrcd in your letter of the feventh, 1 was about 
to take meafures ibr appointing a court-martial and bringing 
on the trials which they direct. But oh recurring to tJie pa^ 
pcrs you were plcafed to fend me, I do not find that the 
committee have made any particular charges againft the of- 
ficers who arc co be the objects of trial. It was probably tlie 
intention of Congrefs that thefe charges fliould be laid bv me. 
But as I might err in doing it, and not fully correfpond with 
their views in the matter, — cfpcciaily as it would require con-, 
fiderable tjmc j^na thought to make mvf^^lf fufficicndy ac- 
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qiiainted with it from the papers colle6le(l, I fliouldtliiiik it 
"^ould be moft advifahlc for Congreis to ftate explicitly the 
charges they wilh to have exhibited againft tiie officers re- 
fpeftively ; and then the buiinels may be proceeded on with 
propriety. 

Befides the above reafons wliich operate generally againft 
my exhibiting the charges, — in the pardcuL-r inftance of ge- 
neral Schuyler, it is impoflible for me to do it, as 1 do not 
know what inftruclions he had received from Congrefs from 
time to time as to the objects of his command,nor precifely 
what thefe were, Thefe appear to me neceifary to be known, 
andeflential to carry on a profecution againil him. 

When Congrefs fhall have arranged thefe points, and are 
pleafed to honor me with them, I will purfue the fpccdiefl 
meafures to bring on tlie trials. — The fooner this can be 
done, the better, as fome of the parties are extremely anxiouj;, 
and ftrongly importune it. 

Baron Steuben has arrived at camp. He appears to be much 
of a gentleman, and, as far as I have had an opportunity of 
judging, a man of military knowledge, and acquainted with 
the world. 

The inclofed extract: of a letter from general Putnam will 
fhew how great the dilirefles are in that quarter for want of 
money. He has defcribed their necefiities fo fully, that it is 
unneceffary for me to add upon the fubjed : 1 fhall only ob- 
fcrve that his account is more than juftified by many other 
letters, and that I am pcri'iiaded the earlicft pofnble fupply 
will be forwarded, that the very imporrant anj intercfting 
works carrying on there may not be the leqft retarded. 

I am under fome embarraffments refpedling the tliirteenth 
Virginia regiment. It was raifed on the weft iide of the 
Allegany and towards Pittsburg, with aHuraaccs from the 
officers, it is faid, that the men fhoald not be drawn from 
that quarter.— This circumftance, added to the diilurbances 
by the Indians, and the expofed fituation of their families, 
has been the caufe of great dpiercions, and is at prefent the 
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fourcc of much uncafinefs, and the more fo, as part of the 
regiment was never marched from thence,— I think the 
whole fhould be united either here or there, and wifli Con-^ 
grefs to diredl me upon the lubjed.— At the fame time diat 
their cafe, if truly reprefented, feems to he hard, ai)d to me* 
rit the indulgence they claim, I would obferve that the 
twelfth regiment from the wellern parts of the fame ftate# 
and the eighth and twelfth Pennfylvania from the frontier 
counties of this, have iimilar prctenfions, and might become 
unqafy, and apply for a like indulgence. 

Agreeable to the directions of Congrefs, I fball fend a 
major-general to Rliodejfland, though the number of oflicen 
here of this rank, from one caufe and another, is great^o 
ly reduced, and more fo than it ought to be in point of 
policy. 

Our I0& of matrofles, the lad campaign, in killed and 
wounded, was confiderable ; and it has not been a little in* 
creafed . this winter by defertions from colonel Prober's 
corps. From thcfe circumftances, we are very weak in this 
line ; and I requeft that Congrefs will be pleafed to order 
colonel Harrifon's regiment of artillery to march from Vir«» 
ginia as early as die roads will admit, and join this army, 

I have the honor to be, &c, G» W, 



Sir, Valley-Forgey March T^ J778, 

I TAKE the liberty of tranfmitting you copies of 
thre^ letters from general Howe, of the fourteenth and twen. 
^ty^firft ultimo, and of the fecond inftant, with their inclofures, 
— The unhappy violation of the flag of truce has laid us un» 
der no fmaU embarraffments, and has afforded the enemy good 
grounds for complaint apd triumph at the fame time. This 
however is the natural confequence, and muft ever be the 
cafe, where different powers counteradl each other in mat* 
ters of the moft delicate importance. — There are fome cir- 
^umftiMic^S attending this affair, which it may pojQibly be ia 
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the power of Congrefs to throw light upon. — If they can, I 
ihall be obliged by theii^ afliftance. 

March 8v — Inconfequence of the letters which have lately 
pafied between general Howe and niyfelf,— particularly thofe 
of the fifth and tenth ultimo, copies of which I had the ho- 
nor to tranfmit you in mine of the eighth, continued to the 
fourteenth,— I was about to fend commiffioners to meet thofe 
appointed by general Howe for adjufting the difputed points 
between us, carrying into execution an exchange of prifoners, 
and improving the old cartel, as far as it might be pra£tic« 
able, for their better accommodation in future. This meeting 
was to be on the tenth inftant : but, yefterday morning, Dun- 
Jap's paper of the fourth being put into my hands, I found 
that a resolution had been made the twenty fixth of February, 
calling for all accounts againft prifoners in our hands, and 
declaring that no exchange (hould take place, till the ba- 
lance due thereon to the United States is difcharged. Some 
of the ftates are not required to exhibit their claims till the 
firft of June.— The time that would be taken to adjuft them, 
and make a delivery of the prifoners, would more than ex^ 
hauft all the enfuing fummer. 

This refolution I cannot confider as an intended infradion 
of my engagements with general Howe : yet its operation is 
diametrically oppofite both to the fpirit and letter of the pro-, 
pofition^ made on my part, and acceded to on his. I fup- 
pofed myfelf fully autborjfcd '^ by the inftru£lions and in- 
tentions'* of Congrefs to aft as I did : apd I now conceive 
that the public as well as my own perfonal honor and faith 
are pledged for the performance. 

By the direftion of Congrefs, I in the firft inftance ftipu- 
lated with general Howe an exchange of prifoners,— officer 
for officer, of equal rank, — foldier for foldier, — and citizen 
for citwen. This agreement they have ever approved, and 
repeatedly declared their willingnefs to carry into execution. 
— Their refolution of the twenty-fourth of March laft em- 
BOvv^ri^dniiC (on condition of general Lep being declared ex* 

changeable) 
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changeable) not only " to prcccca^ to the exchange of prifoff- 
crs according to the principles and regulations of the cartel 
betorc agreed on, but alfo to enter into luch further princi- 
pW;^nd regulations as fhould appear to me inoft proper and 
advantageous. A fubiequent refolution of the lixtii of June 
liolds forth the fainc language, fan<5lions my condudt and 
realbnings in the negotiations about that time on the iubjed, 
and directs an adherence to them. — No event has occurred 
fin'ce that period, by which I could conclude there was ajiy 
alteration in the views of Congrels :— lo far from it, that all 
my late letters breathing the fame I'pirit with the former, and 
pointedly fignitying my vvilh to bring about a i.:eneral ex- 
change, — if not with an exprcls, — at leaft met with a tacit ap- 
probation. — General Howe at length, by profeilion, if not 
in reality, is willing to perform the agreement on the condi^ 
tions required by me, and confirmed by them. 

It may be faid, that, with whatever powers I was origin- 
ally vefted to ncgotiatean exchange, the refolution of the nine- 
teenth of December laft was an abridgment of them, fo far 
as to annex a new condition, — the fettleinent and payment 
of accounts previous to its taking place. — I had no concep- 
tion of this being the cafe in the prefent inftance, however 
the letter may warrant the conftruclion. Befides the common 
principle of preventing the inconveniences neceflarily refulting 
from allowing tlie enemy to make their payments in paper 
currency, 1 had reafon to imagine that general Burgoyne's 
army was more particularly the objccl of the concluding 
claufe. This interpretation 1 the more readily adopted ; for, 
exclufive of the atfuirs of that anr^y, I verily believed, that, 
from the confufeJ defcdive ftate of our accounts relating to 
prifoneiSj there would be a coniidcrable balance in favor of 
Mr. fliAve. Nor was the lituation of our accounts the only 
reaf(jn for tins belief :--iIic piiioncrs in our har;d>, efpeciaiiy 
thoi'e wcilwiirJ of the Dchwure, as 1 am informed, have 
been in a gie.it mcafure fupponed hv tijeir own Lbor, and at 
tiie cxpenle of the enemy, \\\\o have iiad agents conlVr'tiy 

amtiig 
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among us. — If this is the cafe, the reafon of the refolvc not 
applying, the effedl ought not of courfe. 

But perhaps it may be thought contrary to our intereft 
to go into an excliange, as the enemy would derive more 
immediate advantage from it than wefhould.— ThisI fhall 
not deny : but it appeared to me, that, on principles of ge- 
nuine, extenlive policy, independent of the confiderations of 
compaffion and jullice, we were under an obligation not to 
elude it. I have the beft evidence that an event of this kind. 
is the general wlili of the country : — ^I know it to be the wifli 
of the army; and no one can doubt that it is the ardent wifli 
of the unhappy fufferers therafelves. We need only confult 
the tide of humanity, and the fympathies natural to thofe con- 
nected by the cements of blood, intereft, and a common 
4rcad of evil, to be convinced that the prevailing current of 
fpntiment demands an exchange. If the country, the army, 
jmd even the prifoners themfelves, had a precife idea of our 
circumftanccs, and could be fully fenfible of t^le difadvan- 
tages that mij;ht attend the giving our enemy a confiderable 
reinforcement without having an equivalent, they might per- 
haps be willing to make a facrifice of their feelings to the 
motives of policy. Bu,t they have not this knowledge, and 
cannot bq entruftpd with it ; and their reafonirjgs, of necef- 
fity, will be governed by what they feel. 

Were an opinion once to be eftablifhcd (and the enemy 
and their emiflaiies know very well how to inculcate it, if 
they are furniflied with a plaufible pretext), tliat we defigned- 
Jy avoided an exchange, — it would be a caufe of diffatisfac- 
tion and difauil: to the country and to the army, — of rcfent- 
mqnt and dcfperation to our captive officers and foldicrs :-— 
to fay nothing of the importance of not hazarding our national 
characlcr Init upon the moft folid grounds, efpecially in our 
embryo Aate, from the influence it may have on our affairs 
abroad,— it may not be a little dangerous to beget in the minds 
pf our own countrymen a fufpiuion that we do not pay the 
ilriotcft pbferv^uge to the maxims of honor and good faith. 

It 
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II IS prudent to ufe the greateft caution not to fliock the 
notions of general juftice and humanity, univerfal among 
mankind, as well in a public as a private view. In a bufi- 
Uefs on the fide of which the paffions ar« fo nnuch concerned 
as in the prefent, men would be readily difpofcd to believe 
the worft, and cherilh the moft unfavorable coAclufions. 
Were the ktters that have pafled between general Howe and 
myfelf from firft to laft, and the proceedings of Congrefs on 
the fame fubje(^, to be publiihed with proper .comments, k it 
much to be feared, — if the exchange ilvould be deferred till the 
terms of the laft refotve were fulfilled^ — that it would be dif* 
ficuk to prevent our being generally accufed with a breach 
of good faith. Perhaps it might be faid, that, while Ac 
enemy refufed us juftice, we fondly embraced the opportu* 
»ity to be loud, perfevering, inceflant in our claims ; but the 
moment they were willing to render it, we receded from 
ourfelves, and ftarted new difficulties. — This, I fay, might 
be the rcafoning of fpeculative minds ; and they niight con- 
fider all our profeflions as mere profeffions ; or, at beft, that 
intereft and policy were to be the only arbiters of their va-^ 
lidity. 

Imputations of this nature would have a tendency to un- 
nerve our operations, by diminiihing that refpeft and confi- 
dence which are eflential to be placed in thofe who are at the 
I>ead of affairs either in the civil or military line. This, ad^ 
ded to the profpevSt of hopelefs captivity, would be a great 
difcouragement to the fervice. The ill confequences of both 
would be immenfe, — by increafing the caufes of difcontent in 
the army, which are already too numerous, and many of 
which are in a great meafure unavoidable, — by fortifying 
that unwillingnefs which already appears too great, towards 
entering into the fervice, and of courfe impeding the pro- 
grefs both of draughting and recruiting, — by deje£ting the 
courage of the foldiery, from an apprehenfion of the hoiTors 
of captivity, — and finally by reducing thofc, whofe lot it is to 
drink the bitter cup, to ^ defpair which can ooly find relief 

bjr 
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by renouncing their attachments aftd engaging with their 
captors. Thefe effefts have ahcady been experienced in 
part from the obftacles that have kin in the way of exchan- 
ges : but if thefe obftacles were once to feem the refult of 
fyftera, they would btcome ten-fold. — Nothing has operated 
more difagreeably upon the minds of the militia than the fear 
or captivity, on the footing it has hitherto flood. — What 
•would be their reafonings^ if it ihould be thought to ftand 
upon a worfe? 

If a prefent temporary intereft is to be a ruling principle, it 
is eafy to prove that an exchange can never take place. The 
conftitution of our army in refpeft to the term offervice 
for which our men engage, and the dependence we are 
obliged to place on the militia, muft forever operate againft 
-US in exchanges, and forbid an equality of advantages. 
Should it be faid that there are times when it might be more 
peculiarly unequal and injurious, and that the prefent is fuch 
on account of the weak condition of our army, — I anfwer 
that the delay neceffarily involved in the previous negotia- 
tion on the fubjecS, in delivering the prifoners from time to 
time in fmall numbers and receiving others in their ftcad, 
and the mode of delivery at ditFerent places, will nearly bring 
the matter to the point we could wifli, and give us leifure to 
reinforce this army (if it is to be done at all), fo as to obvi-r 
ate in a great meafure the ill confequenccs apprehended. 

But if the argument of intercil on a partial fcale be purfued 
as far as ir will go, not only the general confideration tJirown 
out above, but fpecial ones appofite to every fituation, will 
prefent themfelves, that we ought not to exchange: — now 
we ought not, becaufe our army is weak ! — when thefeafoa 
is more advanced, and it is time for the campaign to open, 
we ought not, becaufe our army -may be flrong, and it will 
be our bufinefs to avail ourfelvcs of our own ftrcngth and 
the enemy's wqakncfs, to ftrike fome decifive blow ! — if they, 
by the proteflioa of their (hipping and impregnable works, 
ihould be Me, to baflBc our attempts till the period of rein- 
forcements 



238 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

forcements from Europe arrive, it will furcljr then not be out 
intereft to add numbers and ftrength. to an enemy already 
fufficiently numerous and ftrong ! — Thus, by a parity of 
reafoning, the golden sera will never come, which is to 
relieve the miferies of captivity. Our fcrvice muft become 
odious : thofe who are out of it will endeavor to keep fo; 
and thofe who are in it will wifh to get out of it : every pri- 
fouer the enemy makes will be his foldier rather than fubmit 
to a rigorous and defpairing confinement. 

If we do not feize the prefent propitious moment when the 
neceflities of the enemy prefs them to reafonable terms, to 
fornv and eftablifh a liberal cartel, it is not impofiible, in the 
viciffitudes and reveries of war, that a time may come when 
we (liould wifli we had embraced it, and intereft may ftrong* 
ly impel the enemy to decline it, except on the raoft unequal 
conditions. True policy, as well as good faith, in my opi- 
nion, binds us to improve the occafion. 

There are however focne ambiguities in general Howe's 
conduft, which require explanation, and ought to put us 
upon our guard. — I determined to make the affair of citi- 
zens,— viz, to procure an exemption from captivity for them, 
if poflihle, — or, if not, (fincc it cannot now be demanded as a 
matter of ri^^lit) to fix their exchangeability upon the eaficft 
and mod unequivocal foundation, — an indifpenfable prelimi- 
nary to any further procedure ; and at the fame time to fecure 
the exchange of general Lee and all other officers who have 
been the particular objcfts of exception. 

The inte! view intended between general Howe's commif- 
fioncrs and thole on our part on the tcnrh infant is now poft- 
poncd. I cannot doubt that Congrefs, in prcfervalion of 
the public faith and my perfonal honor, will remove all im- 
pediments that now oppofc thcmfclves to my engagements, 
and that they will authorife me, through commiffioners ap- 
pointed for the purpofe, to negotiate a more extenfive and 
competent cartel, upon fuch principles as may appear advan- 
tageous and founded in neccfliiy,— any refolutionf heretofore 

to 
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to the contrary notvvithflanding ; and I muft requeft that 
they' will favor me with their anfwcr by die earlieft oppor^ 
tunity. 

The work, from its nature, will be difficult. Two parties 
are concerned, whole inrcrefts are more than oppofite in a 
common view. — Wc ihall endeavor to a6l for the beft, and 
to promote the public fcrvicc as far as pofTible, tl 10 ugh we 
may not be able to aufwcr the expe£lations of all. But it 
ihould be remembered, that, although general Howe's want 
of men afFords a profpeil of favorable terms, yec he will not 
be difpofed to facririce to it all conliderations of general ad- 
vantage in a contrail of fuch a nature ; and it is not even to 
be hoped that it can take place except on principles of mutual 
benefit. 

I perfuade myfelfthat the freedom I have taken in deliver- 
ing my fentiments fo fully upon this occafion will readily be 
excufed, as it proceeds from a dcfue to pbce the motives of 
my conduft in a juft point of view, and from an opinion of 
duty tliat led me to a free difcuffion of a fubje6l, which, con- 
fidcred in all its lights, will appear to comprehend confe- 
quencesof the firft delicacy and magnitude^. 

J have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Hcad-Qiiartcrs^ Valley-Forge, March 9, 1 778. 

I HAVE been this day favored with yours of the 
twenty-feventh of February, iir.d of the feconJ, third, and 
fourth inftant, which I Ihall aiifwer in their order. 

The removal of fo valuable a train of field artillery from 
Albany to Farmington, as to a place of greater fccuriry, was 
certainly a meafure highly proper ; and you may be alTured 
that every precaution fliall be t?J:cn to cfcort them fafely 
through Jerfey to this camp, wlicn it is th.ought advifablc 
to bring them hither. 

You miftook the intent of mine of tlie eighteenth of Fe- 
bruary. I did not mean to give you the trouble of -making a 

return 
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return of the Britifh ofGcers who were exchanged after the 
convention. General Reidefcl, as I informed you, wrote to 
me to obtain Hberty for him to make an exchange of fomc of 
his fuite and other foreign officers, as that liberty had been 
allowed to the Briiifli. I did not chufe to give him any an- 
fwer until I had applied to you,' that I might know whether 
you had any reafon for making fuch diftindiion ; and as you 
mifapprehended me, I (hall ftill be obliged to defer anfwering 
him till I hear from you. — I think, confidcring the great num- 
ber of officers of ours who are in captivity, it is our intereft 
to exchange as many of their officers, prifoners under the 
convention, as we can. 

Commiffioners from me are to meet others from geaeral 
Howe on the thirty-firft of this month, to endeavor to fettle 
a general exchange of prifoners. — Until we know the iflue of 
the negotiation, it will be hardly worth while to alter the fi- 
tuation of the prifoners in Lancafter county. 

On the twenty-feventh of February I had occafion to write 
to Congrefs, on the fubjeft of yours of the third. It was oc- 
cafioned by a reprefentation from the colonef of the thirteenth 
Virginia regiment which was raifed {as colonel M*Kay'$ 
and Cook's were) to remain upon the frontier. Were this 
the cafe with only one regiment, I lliould not hefitatq, con- 
fidcring the face of affairs to the weftward, to order it imme- 
diately to Fort-Pitt or the neighborhood. But the eighdi 
«tnd twelfth Pcnnfylvania, and the twelfth and thirteenth Vir- 
ginia, all claim the fame right ; and if the indulgence is grant- 
ed to one, the others will be diffatisfied : and to fpare them 
all at this lime is ii;npo{rible. 

To regain the dvferters from thofe regiments is certainly a 
very defirable tln'ng ; and the mode you point out is the moft 
probable. But I ftrar, if ihofe men who are now here find that 
tlie dcfertcrs are not tq be brought down to join their regi- 
ments in camp, that they may be induced to go off, in hopci 
of obtaining the fame terms. I confefs I am much embarral{*- 
cd by this matter, and ihall be exceedingly glad to have the 
2 advice 
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advkeand slfliftance 6f Congrefs and diebc^fd upon the 
fiibje£k» before I come to any determination* It k an evil 
that \¥ill ever refiilt from enliftments for local purpofes^ 
wbei^ it 13 not ccmvehient to , abide by the agreement* 
- jihail immediately tranfmit the papers^ inclofed in yours 
of tbe fourdi, to generd Howe. 

Ihavp die honor to 'be. Sec* G. W* 

P«-S. Several inftances having ocdtirred, in which oflScers 
fiave drawn clothing from the clothier-general, not being 
entitled to it, — t Ihall be glad, if any applications are mada 
to the' board, In fiit\iii, that they will never give otders to 
any but ftich as bring teftniionials from the 'brigadier or of* 
ficcr comhiancKng die brigade they belong to. — Some who 
have rdaghed have taken up clothingoh dieh: return home4 



Sm, ■ ' ■ Falley-Porge^' March la, 17)^8. 

ON funday night I' had the honor to receive your fa-« 
vors of the firflrand 'fifth inftant, with their incloJ'ures. 

I am happy to find tl^at my paft conduft refpcfUng citi-k 
fisena, in thie cqrrelpohdence between gfenpral Howe and my«* 
felfj is , approved by Cbngrefs* They may reft affured tfiat 
their ' rights arc ftrongly impriefled on my iriJnd; and that^ 
ini all mV tranfa<Slions, every fupport in my power fhall be 
g^ycbi them. I know their importance ; and, in my expedled 
negotiations with general Howe, if pofEble^ Twill exempt: 
citi^hafrom captivity, however I cannot hope to efFedk itji, 
as I cannot demand' it as a matter of. right, fince Congrefs' 
diemfelves, in their original refolve directing a propofitioa 
to be ma^e for the exchange of prifoners^ mentioned that of 
Citizens, — which implied a right of capturing them* 

They may alfo be affured that general Lee vvill not be Car-* 
gottj^h. He has all along been a principal objefl in difpute t 
and, fbfar from doing any thing injurious to him, his right to 
be^exchanged, and his reieafement, are Intended to be placed 

Vol. II. R upon 
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upon the moft explicit, unambiguous footing.-* Indeed, frokn 
the fpirit of general Howe*8 letters coUe^vely taken, fince 
his agreement to enlarge the officers on parole in the firfi ia^ 
fiance, and his cxtenfion of it in the kft to an exchange^ 
though they are not free from ambiguiiies, — it may be infer- 
red, that, on fending in lieutenant-colonel Campbell and die 
Heffian field-officers captured at Trenton, an exchange of all 
officers will immediately commence. It feems to be a point 
with him that it (hall begin ii'ith them, as they have bees 
longefl in captivity. — I have taken the liberty to inclofe you 
copies of three letters which have juft paffed between general 
Howe and myfelf, more particularly concerning general Lee^ 
in which I have puflied matters refpeding him as &r asl 
thought it prudent at tliis time.— Every precaution will cer- 
tainly be ufed to prevent the enemy gaining any ad^ntage in 
the exchange of prifoners. 

With great deference, I would take the liberty to oUcrve 
that Congrefs feem to have carried the preamble of their re- 
folve of the twenty* fixth ultimo, prohibitmg tht enlifUog 
&c, prifoners and deferters, too far ; and, through accident, 
to have recited a fa£l: that has never happened (at leaft to my 
knowledge), and which is injurious to us,— >viz, that prifon* 
ers had been enlifted by us. If any have, it is what I never 
knew. However, be diis as it may, if the lefollition has 
not been publifhed, I could wi/h the preamble to be altered, 
and only lo recite, ** that experience, &c, in de/0reers** only. 
The refolution itfelf may fland as it does, cocnprehending a 
prohibition againfl: the enliflment of both. 

My reafon for troubling Congrefs upon this occafion is, 
-^we have always complained againfl general Howe, and (tilt 
do, for obliging or permitting the prifoners in his hands to 
enlifl, as an unwarrantable procedure, and wholly repugnaat 
to the fpirit at leaft of the cartel. This preamble feems ts 
admit the pta£Uce on our part, which would certainly juftify 
it in him, and Is fuch evidence as muft filence us in futaie 
{ihould it ftand), afjd afford him an opportunity for recrimi- 
nation,— 
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Hfttlo&y— though, a6 1 have fuggcfted, t bditve no prifoner^ 
hare ever been enlifted by uSy^^-I am fure> tiozie have through 
computiGonv 

I have the pleafure to tranfmic you an extra^ of a tetter 
from captain Barry, which virUI inform you of his fuccefl'est 
The two fhips he btitned after ftripping them; and he wa« 
obliged. It feems, two days after the capture, to ground and 
abandon the fchooner, after a long and fevere engagement with 
fome of the enemy*s,frigates and {mailer armed veflels.— h 
is laid he faved her guns and moft of her tackle. 

I alfo take the liberty to lay before Congrcft copies of 
letters from meflieurs Champion, Wadf worth, and Reed* 
FVom die uniformity of fentiment held forth by thefe gen«^ ' 
demen, it is much to be feared the meafures lately adopted 
by the commiffiouers at New-haven, for regulating die 
prices of provifion, will have a difagreeable effe£l upon our 
fnpplies of meat.— How far it may be prafticable to fut 
pend their operation for a dme, I cannot determine : but, if 
It can be done, it appears we (hould experience many advan- 
tages from it. It is a matter of great importance ; and, as 
foch, is fubmttted to Congrels for their confideradon. — ^If 
anything can be done to procure fupplles of provifion, par« 
ticularly of the fait kind, I fhould fuppofe, and am perfuaded,' 
it will not be omitted. 

I have the honor to be, &c. O. W. 



Siftf Head'QjuarterSi March Hf i778» 

THIS will be prefcntcd to 'you by count Pulaflwi 
whbf from a convidion that his remaining at the head of 
the cavalry was a conflant fubje(^ of uneafinefs to die prin« 
cipal officers of that corps, has been induced to refign his 
command. Waving a minute inquiry into the caufes of dif* 
{atisfaflion,— which may be reduced. perhaps to the difadvan* 
tagea under which he labored, as a ftranger not well ac* 
^uainted with the language, genius and manucrs of this coun* 

K a try,— 
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try,— it may be.f}]ji|Qi^t to 9bjcrv£.tf|^^ the ^ffJ^Si of ^-^ 
nipny which'is iiii^|>arable froiBlthe w^L-^etng^xid.cpqj^i^ • 
utility of a corps, has not fubfifled in the cavalry fiqcp \j^ 
appointment, apd t}iat ihc mod efii^^nal as weU 8(s :<fac fiJiiCaA 
remedy is that which he hasgeneroyiUj^applieil ., . 

The count however, far from beiog d^'gufted ^yith theilcr- 
vice, is led by his tbirft of glory, and .zeal for the caufe of li- 
berty, to fclicit farther employment^ and waits upoQ Cqq- 
gres to make his propolals. They are briefly that fae be al- 
lowed to raife an independent corps compofed of fixty-ekht 
horfc and two hundred foot,— ihe horfe to be armed widi 
lances, and the foot equipped in the manner oiF light in&ntry. 
The former he thinks be can readily fill with natives of good 
charadler and wortliy the trpft repofcd in them* With refpeft 
to the other, h^ is dcfirous of more . latitude, fb as to have 
liberty of engaging prifoners and deferters from the enemy. 

The original plan for the lance-men was to have drau^^ed 
them from the regiments of hprfe« But, as this nyetfaod 
would produce a clafliing of interefts and perhaps pccallaa 
new difturbanccs, .the count prefers haying ft corps totally 
usconnedled wiih any other. My adj^ice to him^therefoit, 
is to enliil his number of cavalry lyith the continental boun- 
ty.; and, if it ihouid be found confonant to the views of Con- 
grefs to allow his raifmg the number propofod over and. above 
the eftablifhinent for the horfe, then ho would hav^^uun on 
the footing of an independtriu corps: if not, he might at all 
events have them as draughtb ; and In this cafe there would be 
no) ground for x:6mplaint. 

With regard to the infantry, which the count eftcems cf- 
fejitial to the fucccfs of the cavalry, I have infornicd faiqi 
that tlie enlirting Jeftrters and prifoners is proliibitcd by a 
latercfolve ofCongrcfe. — How tar CongrejGs might be in- 
clined to make an exception, iinc] llcenfc the engaging prifon* 
crs in a particular detacJJcd rnr])fi, Ju which fuch charaden 
may be admitted with Icfs danger than promifcuoufly in ite 
line, — ^I cannot undertake to pronounce. 

I hare 
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' ^'f &Sv^' dhly to &da hit Hie c6vaitH rdld^ aadihAive ^afdn 

'^ffkfttfions ha\fc donehifii'grait'KiBfdf rMd; from A p*. 

fuaflon, that, by being lefs expofed^o the indon^cbiences Whidh 

•fie'Tiks hitherto experiencW, he wffl " reftder great fcrvices 

with Tuch a command as he afks for,! WiHi Iiim to fucceed 

fa hfe application. — I hiVb the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

' P. S. It is to be underftood that the count expe6ls to re- 

tkin his rank as brigadier, and, I thiid^, is entitled to it from 

his general charafter and particular dHintereilednefs on the 

prefent occafion. 



Sm, HeaJ-Qftartersy Falley-For^^ March l6j 177?. 

I HAVE the hondr to tranfmit you aletter frbriigo- 
vehior^Clinion whicli he inclofed to me for my penifiB anld 
coiifideration.— The inconvenience lie tnetitiohs,' as f^tHtifaV 
from the refolve refpefting the appointmeiit of a cbmmancl- 
anf for Forts TVIontgomery and Clinton, requires to be o1)- 
vlatddf. "I do not conceiVe it to have been the defign of 
Cbngf^s to make the conimand of thofe fbrts altogether dif- 
iin£t'and independent on the general icoiAmand of the pbfts 
Kfi'i^t 4ukVter ; but only to defigtiate the rknk of the office: 
wnb moi^d l^ave the immediate charge bf them. 

Tliere'is ifuch an inpmate connexion between the forts toA, 
the'cmier pbftk and paffes in the Highlands and their vicinity, 
£hat it is neceffaiy for one officer to have the fuperin- 
tehdeijicy and control of the whole, and to be anfwerable iot 
all* If this were not to be the cafe, but the command were 
to' be divided, there might want that co-operation between 
the garrifons and the troops without, "which might be eflen- 
tial to their prefervation and to the common purpofes of de- 
fence. Tile afSgnihg a fixed number of men to the gar- 
rifons would hot remove this inconvenience ; for the co-ope- 
ralioh would ftill be neceffary. But if it were otherwife, I 
ihofild riot think the meafure advifable, becaufe we do not 
Ihbw' what number ofmeh Wemay have in the field next 
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campaign } and the number for the defence of the Hi|^ili8& 
muft be proportioned to the general ftrength i and the fiaioe 

of the garrifbnsi to that number. 

On thefe coniiderations, haring ordered general M^Dongd 
to repair to the Highlands to afiume the chief command 
there, I have comprehended the forts among the other ob- 
}c6ks of his truft ; in the difcharge of which, I am perfuadcd 
be will manlfeft adequate zeal and ability. But as the ift* 
folve in queftion afibrds room for doubt, it -will be proper 
to have it explained, fo as more explicitly to afcertain the in- 
tention of Congrefs. 

I am perfe£tly in fentiment with governor Clinton on tlie 
propriety of drawing the troops from the northward to rein* 
fprce and carry on the works in the Highlands. From evoy 
thing I can learn, there feems to be no profped of profe* 
cuting the intended expedition into Canada. If fo, I appre* 
hendit can anfwer no valuable end to keep a body of troops 
in and about Albany. — ^In the prefent circumftances of Ca- 
nada, little is to be dreaded thence : the enemy, in all pn>* 
bability, will be well fatisfied to z£k on the defenfive^ with- 
out rifking the canfequences of an attempt againft us. A 
proper garrifbn at Fort-Schuyler, and a fmall party by way 
of guard at Albany, with the militia of the country that nmy 
be occafionally drawn together, will be a fuffident fecority 
againft the inroads of the enemy from Canada, or the depre* 
dations of the neighboring Indian;?, fupppfing there were any 
of the tribes whofe difpofitions were ftill a^ilively hoftile not- 
withftanding our late northern fueccffes, — which is by no 
ineans a natural fuppofition.— All the men, more than aie 
wanted for thefe purpofes, would be of the moft important 
utility in the Highlands. 

If the arms and Acres at Albany fiiould be thought an 
objeftion to the plan, I would beg leave to obferve that Al- 
bany appears to me a moft improper place for ftationary ar* 
fenals or magazines, and that thofe which are there at prt» 
fcut fhouU be removed without dcl9y. Befid^s, as thej 
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wofdd Se in aioft danger from an incnrfion up the North- 
river, the beft way to counterafk that danger is to ftrengthen 
die pafles in the Highlands, and obftru£l the navigation ; in 
'<cnder to which, the reinforcing them with the troops from 
the aprthward would be no inconfiderable ftep.— With the 
greatdt 4refpe£lt, 1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. ' 



SlJLf FalUy^Forge^ March 16, 1778, 

THIS will be delivered you by captain Sullivan, who 
traits on Congrefs upon thefubjefl of pay and the lofs of 
his rank in the line of die Maflachufetts officers.—- He is one 
.of the gentlemen, who, in going with major Sherburne to re- 
lieve the poft we had at the Cedars in 1776, after a brave 
and gallant Condud, fell into the enemy's hands. In a few 
days after, on the treaty which general Arnold made, he 
generooily offered himfelf, as I have been informed, and 
went one of the hoftages to Quebec, for the performance 
of it. 

By fimie means the date of Maflachufetts-Bay has not 
continncd him in their line, nor has he any appointment in 
die anny. Ife is now on parole, through the mdulgence of 
general Carkton, and has applied to me for pay and rations 
ifom die time of his return : and confidering alfo the depri- 
iradon of his tank as hard and injurious, he hopes he will be 
pixmded for in a fuitable manner, and according to that 
ftanding which he formerly held in the army. 

Captain Sullivan's wiflies in either inftance cannot be an« 
fwered by me.*— As to the firft, the refolution of the nine-^ 
Icenth of January, regulating the pay of prifoners (which is 
the only rule for my government), feems to have drawn 
iSxt line between officers on parole who are continued in fer- 
vice, and thofe who are not ; and, making that the only cri-r 
terion to fix pay, to have precluded every other difcrimina* 
ti^n ; and ibe. powers, which were veiled in the refpe&ive 
R 4 ftatcs 
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Hates to appoint officers, prohibit a^jiutdrfeieiice/by ine ia 
his favor, as to ihc Idttfer. . 

I have dated die nature of the tGqpbifl^s claims^ and die 
reafons which are oppofed to his obtaining relsef in ciUier 
{nftance from me. I ihall only addJthat the negl^ by de 
fiates (in their appointments) #f; the -afficera who t^tre *i|i 
captivity, where there was no other objeftion to them} was 
at lea 11 ungenerous, if not impolitic and unjuft It has been 
the cafe in many inftances : and as to the gentleman HAb is 
particularly the fubje6l: of this lettCTj ^e teftlitfMials that 
have been given of his charafteras. an officer wttc much it 
hisfavor, and greatly to his hon6r.:i? '. . . > i. 

By accident, the refplution of the. nineteenth of Jaiittar]S 
^Uuded to above^ has been miflaid. J .1 mifl: trouble you with 
a requeft for another copy of it. : •....; 

I tranfmit Congrcft colonel *• * *'$ appBcsitioato 
relign* As general Huntii^ton, in whdfe brij^da he i9» aod 
in whom I have die ulmoft confidence>i$ pevfeAly wiUtog, 
I have only to f<^y upon the occafion that I have not. the 
fmalleft objeftion to die meafure. . ■.^r.i>: 

General Sullivan fet out for Rhode^IikudfOn ftiday Isifti 
to take the command there in confequence of tJhe .isfoli^tMla 
of Congrefs dired:ing me to fejid a tnajor-ge^ipral thcr? for 
that purpofe. Suppofmg general Groyne in. the ^aiterr 
mafter line, I have now only one ip^joit-gencral lefc in cajnp* 

I have the honor to bd, &C. . r. ^ G.-Wt 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ VulUy-Fi^rge^ March 17, 1778. 

ON f^iturday I had the honor. to receive your £ifor 
of the tenth, with the refolutions alluded to. 

Inclofed I take the liberty to.tt^nfffiit an cxtraft of a let- 
ter juft received from general Parfdns.'i— This, as well as die 
letter which I inclofed you yefterday frbm governdr Clinton^ 
iqrill ibew the confufion in the manageiiietit of affalA on the 
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North-river. I informed Congrefs then that I had fent ge- 
xlei^l M'Dongal to take the chief command there, compre- 
faeoding the forts,— whiijh appeared-to liii xti^ only effedkual 
Htfsans for curing all diforders, and ptonteting 'the puhllc 
ifertice.— To remdvc all impedxftientSj It "^ere to be V^iflied 
lliat Congrefs would inveft him with evcr^ neceffary poyfer 
ibr carrying ihto execution the objcfts of his 'command: 
and it might be '^^W if they were to extend to any future 
eommanding ofHcet, as it would prcveilt thofe difficulties 
which hare heretofore atifen from theit having been cohti- 
fkred. as merely perfonal* 

I am more and more in feritiment with governor Glihtoii 
on the propriety and atbfolute neceffity of drawing tfa^ trcRops 
froin the nordiward, to reinforce and carry on the workis iii 
the Highlands. From the information I have from ccr* 
lonel Radtere vi^ho has juft come from thence, I find that 
the intended defences are far lefs advanced than I had ^ny 
idea of. According to him, little or nothing is yet "dbihi, 
though I have repeatedly and conftantly urged the profecu- 
tion of them with all poflible induftry. The inclofcd co- 
pies of my letters to general Putnam will (hew thatlKavc 
vaiformly preflcd the clofeft attention to the bufinefs,— 
though it might be inferred from general . Parfdtis's rettcr 
that there had been fome inconfiftency in my orders. — ^There 
remains but a little time to do a great dbal in; and Ifear 
that no exertions now will be fufficient to place things iii 
that quarter on the fecure and refpedable footing we coufd 
wifli. However, we fhould do the moft wt can : and if the 
vrorks cannot be as complete as they ought, the troops will 
be there ; and a reliance muft be had in their bravery, to 
fepel any attempt that xhay be foxnied againft them. 

J have the honor to be^ &c, 6. W» 



%Sfi GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

SIR, Head-Barters^ March l8, 1788. 

I HAVE the honor of tranfmittiog you the indofed 
fetter from general Smallwood, giving intelligeace of the 
enemy's motions on the Delaware, and his conjeAoies n- 
fpefling their obje£l« The account he has heard of troops 
being on board the veflels is confirmed by the relations of 
deferters and others^ who agree that a conCderatble number 
of men have been embarked, and add that they took isnXi* 
teen days' provifion with them. From this circnmftance it 
is fcarcely to be imagined that they are ordered o& 1 fea 
voyage. — ^The proportion of .fmall veflfels in the fleet maka 
it probable that they have in view to coIleA forage^ or Hir 
tenopt the deftruAion of the falt-works ; and both tlieie 
ideas are favored by accounts from the city.— As foon as 
their intentions are certainly known, they (hall be conmni- 
nicated. In the mean time I have the honor to be, with die 
greateft refped, &c. G. W. 



Six, Headquarter Sy Valley-Forgey March 21, 1778. 

I HAVE the honor of yours of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth inftant.— In confequence of the refolves tranfmitted 
to me> I have difpatched an exprefs to the marquis De Ii 
Fayette and baron De Kalb, to recall them from the north- 
ward : and, inilead of ordering down Hazen's regiment to 
rejoin this army, I have ordered Van Schaick's immediately 
to the Highlands, where the public works are in a manner 
at a {land for want of hands. Van Schaick*s is a full and 
frefli regiment, — Hazen's but weak in point of numbei% 
and mufl be confiderably fatigued from their late long 
march. * * * 
I have the honor to be^ &ci G. W% 
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Sir, Valley ForgCy March 24, 1778!* 

HEREWITH I do myfelf the honor to inclofe co- 
pies of a letter from an officer of xnilkia at £lizabethtowi\, 
to mCf and an extraif^ of a letter from one of Mr. Boudjnot's 
deputies at Bofton, to him,— both tending to induce a b&- 
£ef that the enemy have fome enterprife in contemplation. 
What this is, time muft difcover. — ^I have this wliole winter 
1>een clearly of opinion that genei^ Howe's movements 
vould be very early this fpring, to take advantage of the 
weak ftatc of our army,— or late, if he expe<3cd confiderablc 
xeinforcements from England, and meant to avail himfelf of 
Us full ftrength. — If the firft takes place, as appearances 
indieate, it may, I think, be confidered as a proof of one or 
both of tbefe two things, — that he is eitlier well informed 
(he cannot indeed be otherwife) of the fituation, and more 
than probably, the ftrength of our army, — or chat he cx« 
pe£b no confiderable reinforcements this year from Europe^ 
In either cafe it is our indifpenfable duty to reinforce and 
arrange our army as fpeedily as poffible, that we may in tlie 
firft inftafice be prepared for defence, — in the fecond, take 
advantage of any favorable cirgumftance which may happen^ 
to injure the enemy. 

VThatever may be the dcfigns of Congrefs M'iih refpeft to 
the cftablifliment of the army, I know not : but I do moft 
eameftly and devoutly recommend a fpeedy adoption of 
them, and the appointment of officers, as our prefcnt fitua- 
tion at this advanced feafon is truly alarming, and to me 
highly diftreffing, as I am convinced that we fliall be 
plunged into the campaign before our arrangements arc 
ipade, and the army properly organifed. 

The numbeilefs difadvantages, rcfuking from the late ap- 
pointnjent of general officers laft year, make me look for* 
ward with infinite anxiety, this :-T-.for, after all the wifdom 
that Congrefs or their committee can ufe in the choice of 
officers, many will be difgyfled ; refignatip^s of feme and 
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perhaps non*acceptance of others will follow. Before ipst- 
ters then can be brought to a proper tone» much time will be 
k>ft> and a great deal of trouble and vexation encountered,— 
to overcome which^ is pot the work of a day : and, till ibej 
arc overcome, confufion, diforder, and lofs, muft pnral. 
In the mean while, order, regularity, and difcipline,— ^tdch 
require the vigilance of every officer to eftablifli, and ipxfft 
How from the general officersih every army,— are negte^le^ 
or not entered upon In time, to' efie£^. Thus it happened 
lail year ; and brigadies and divifions became yacantj^ to the 
great injury of the fervicfef- 

As it is not improper for Congrefs to have fdxtfe idjba ol 
the prefent temper of the army, it may nol be amils to re- 
mark in this place, that, fince the month of Auguft laA, 
between two and three hutidred officers have refigned their 
commiffions, and many others were wifh difficulty difliiaded 
from it. In the Virginia line only, not lefs than fix colonel^ 
as good as any in the fervice, have left it lafdy i iand ihore, I 
am told, are in the humor to do fo. 

Highly advantageous alfo would it be, if the recruits 
and draughts from North-Carolina and Virginia were not fuf • 
fered to halt on their way to camp under pretence of getting 
equipped, but fent forward and incorporated into the diflFer- 
cnt regiments of their refpe£live ftates as foon as it could be 
done. Out of the number of men faid to be draughted in Vir- 
ginia laft fall, and others from North-Carolina, very few 
have joined the army ; but, owing to defertion and other 
caufes, they have dwindled to nothing : and this will alwa)'S 
be the cafe with new recruits, efpecially thofe who are un- 
willingly drawn forth, if much time is fpent in getting tlicm 
to their regiments under the care of proper officers. Hi* 
fliews the neccflity (if the feafon and other powerful reafons 
did not loudly call for it) of haftening them to the army. 

My folicitude for the prefervation of the communication 
of the North-river gives nic very uneafy fenfations on account 
of our pofts there, and will excufc mj again afldng if the 
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6 



O F-W€vJ A L L.E TT ^ RS.. - iyj 

tf[^p$ to the QQE^iwardy except fuch as are neceflsnry for th^ 
defence of Fort-Scb^y/lers p^,.be fff -a4y^tageoufl7 eap.V^ 
cd,8is,:|^tjbc wqrks.99 |l^Urrixer«r-«u^f^^pie£]table force at tibofe 
jiff&f vpuld ai^GT ^j^iVrYorka^and dixifiQ gcncvdl Howfir't 
fff^/^,«expafe t^e ct(y.-«Xo depepdtoo much upon suJU 
ti^i^ inj^j; o{ui^o]^pjutjtting every thing to hazard. 

,^XfJ[:i^ould ;9fyje^,ttf^cpminpnly.anzioug refpefbing the le« 
^({j^ mattqni ojTtf^jged in thi^ letter, by repeatbg thenv*-* 
<^ilgxif .wilidfj ine,.^&jujQ;ice9 Lhopei to believe that I an 
^yp^ed.by no yicht^ btUJt fuch as are prompted by circiun*. 
AjmfC8ian^^,af^X.9)a/ced £bafon.~"W-iiKli the greateft refpe^^ 
i have the honor to be, &g. G; Wm 

. F^..Touy ktXfif of the twenty-firft iftftant is juft come ta 
l^ia^xositainipg icvejcal reibives of Coagrefs. . 



,fiif|L^. . Falley-Forge, March 24t lT}t^> 

;>f. COLONEL Charles Lewis of the fourteenth Vjbrgi« 
nltf. Tegument will have the honor to.ddifier you this; He 
waits on Congrefs to refign his commiflion. I have interefted 
myfelfy but in vain^ to retain him in the iervice, and have 
0%. tio, add my regret at the iofi^ df >^ gbod an officen ' '- 
ll^€ihi^h^im^hc,&c. ;{ .., *.. . : G.W« 

• "'i: :{ • •' i- . •: V' r.-Ci. : ' ' '^•. •■■■it X ,i.. .:..-. 

r ' 'V •'■ v^t . ' ;■ ' ' - '- '-5^ " ■ ■• -• •-; 

* ftrRf .. ... '^s^fh^arterSyValky-f^qrgij March 29, 1778.. 

' .III i{Ay£;]MeaJmored with' yvnirs pf the. twenty* 
fiftfVv intinfiHR ;do^licites of tva ftlrmer refbdves 6£ Coa-' 
gildC^%ilid;A(RefokO''o€ the twenfiywtfutd 'inftant, accciptiog 
ihe refignation of colonel Charles Webb* 

««|Sljitot anoeofi dierk^iiKity-fo^ith, JMr. Boudinot has com* 
nuifiieatied.'th0'iDUo9ing iiiielligencey being part of a letter 
tQrJ)hii :-*-^ J tbnre^tlatidly received ibme intelligence from 
Ncvf^Yorky th&tlwe mtqMnake ourfelves eafy in Jerfey, aa 
altthe.fatgejthllM'amifat ^arediato b$ fent to join general' 

•■■r'y. Howe. 
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Howe. Two thoufand five hundred are afhially on boaxl 
tranfportSy and lying at the wttering*place/^ 

I have this day receiTed a letter from general Smallwoodi 
dated yeilerday at Wikningtioaf in whieh he fays— ^ The 
enemy, about four days ago» had a fleet of near fifty fid 
ftanding up the rivery which I finoy was from New- 
York ; and yefterday their forapng fleet went up widioot 
touching upon this fide the Delaware^ ekcept Atec or fear 
finall parties about Port*Penn^ who have been oonftantly 
drove off* by a party of about a hundred of our men, who 
have been guarding and aiding the removal of the fonige» 
which is at length happily efiedied.'' 

A Philadelphia paper of the twenty-fevendi alio men* 
tions, that a fleet of upwards of forty Cul had left the Hook 
on funday, and that they were faid to be in the river. 

From all the above circumftances, I have no doubt but 
the troops have arrived from New*York»-— I have heard no- 
thing further from Rhode-Ifland fince I wrote to jou laft* 

I have the honor to bcj &Ct G. W. 



Sir, Heaj'^arursy Falley-Forge, Jpril i, 1778. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you upon the 
twenty-ninth ultimo, I have not been able to learn with any 
precifioa whether the tranfports that arrived brought any 
confiderable number of troops.— ^A Heifian deferter fityt 
there were only a few German convalefcenti on board. If 
tof the fleet with two thoufand five hundred, menttened in 
my laft, is not arrived, fuppofing they were bound to Phih^ 
delphia. 

General St. Clair arrived yefterday from Bofton : and, is 
he I'eems very anxious to have his matter determined one 
way or the other, I beg leave to recall the attention of Co0« 
grefs to my letter of the twenty-feventh of February niped 
that fubjed. Having received no informatUMi finee tliat 
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time which ferves to direfk my judgm^t as to the charges 
whiph it will be proper to exhibit agalnft general St. Clair^ 
I hoLVC only again to requeft that Congirefs or the committee 
will be ^eafed to point out the particular charges upon' 
which the court {hall proceed. 

I could wifh this matter might not be delayed^ on ferentl- 
accoutics. General St. Clair is in a very delicate {ituati(m« 
and feels it fenfibly* He was kept ina£lxTe great part ot* 
hft campaign, and probably will be die whole of this, ex« 
eejpt his trial can be Ihortly brought on^— as it wtU be al« 
moft impofiible to find time to hold a court after the Ibene' 
of a&ton opens. — ^If he fliould be acquitted, he would ren- 
der Tcry eflential fervice, efpecially at this time when we 
kzwc (b few ^neral officers: if condemned, his place may 
be immediately filled.— It will bejides take him fome little 
time to prepare for his defence after he knows the particular 
charges alleged againft him. 

I have the honor to bci &c« G* W. 



Sin^ Head' garters, Valley^Forge^ April 5, 1778. 

CAPTAIN Lee of the light dragoons, and the of- 
Seeti under his command, having uniformly diftinguiflied 
tfaanfelves by a conduft of exemplary zeal, prudence, 'and 
bravery, I took occafion, on a late fignal inftance of it, to 
expiefs the high fenfe I entertained of their merit, and to * 
afiiure him that it ihould not fail of being properly noticed. 
I was induced to give this afiurance from a convifiion that ' 
it is die wiih of Congrcfs to give every encouragement to 
merit, and that they would cheerfully embrace fo favorable 
an opportunity of manifefting this difpofition. 

I had it in contemplation at the time, in cafe no other 
method more eligible could be adopted, to make him an oi* 
fer of a place in my family. I have confulted the committed 
of Congrds ttp<>n the fubjed, and we were mutually of opi- 
luoo that the giving captain Lee the command of two ti^oops 
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of borfc on the propoCsd eftabliflunents with the rank i 
major, to a£l as an independent parti£ui corps, would be a 
aiodc of rewarding him^ very adT^tageous to the fenrkci 
Captain Lee't gpiiut particularly adapts him to a comnmi 
of this nature ; and it will be the moft ajppc^able to ha^Ji 
any ftation in which he could be placed. 

I beg leave to recommend this meafure to Congrefsi 2d1 
flull be obliged by thieir dccifion as fpeedily as may be Gonv^ 
nient. The campaign is fait approaching, and there vil 
probably be very litde. time to raife and prepare the coqi 
for it.— It is a paf( of the plan to giyc Mr, jLiiodfay the cofr 
mand of the fecond troop, and to make Mr. Peyton csf 
tain-lieutenant of the fird. 
, I am, with the higheft efteem mi Kfpe£l, &c« & V> 



Sir, Head'^arters^ ^^^V-'Porge^ April i^^ lyjl 

I HAVE now the honor to ackmn^ledge your ievefil 
letters of the twenty-firft, twenty-ninth, and thirtieth ultimfli 
with their inclofures, whiqh have been duly receive(l.-It 
gives mc pain to obferve they appear to contain fcveral im* 
plications by which my fcnfibility is not a little wounded.*- 
Ifind myfelf extremely embarrafled by the fteps I had taken 
towards an cxcliniige of prifoners and the formation of a ge- 
neral cartel making more ample proviGon for their future 
accommodation and relief. The views of Congrefs feemto 
be very different from what 1 fuppofed them when I entered 
into my late engagements with general Howe : their refo* 
lution of tlie thirtieth uhlnio, pointedly requiring a ftricl 
adhcrcnge to ail former ones upon the fubje£t, will in all 
probability render them impracticable. — I confidered fome 
of dicir rcfolutions as dictated on the principle of retalia- 
tion, and did not inqagine the terms they contained would be 
infiftcd upon in negotiating an agreement calculated tort* 
medy tlic evils which occaiioned them. In moft rcfpccb 
they might, be fubftantially complied with : but there arc 

foroc 
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fome points to which an exacl conformity rftuft of nccc.Tity 
^ tleflroy the idea of a cartel. One is the obliging the enemy 
I to pay gold and filver on equal terms for co:n»nental ti^r- 
j rency, ellimating the articles fupplied them at their aclual 
ji prices with us, as feems to be the deri«:;n of the rcfolve of the 
nineteenth December. — Another istlic fubjcvfting the inliabit- 
M ants of thefe dates, taken in arms agalnd them, to trial and 
I pwnifliment, agreeable to the refolvc of the thirtieth of tlie 
^ fame month, 

I am well aware that appearances ought to h^ upheld, 

^and that we fliould avoid as n^uch as polFibie recognifing 

-iby any public aft the depreciation of our currency: but 

I conceive this end would be anfwered as far as might b;i 

. "iieceflary, by* ftipulating that all motiey payrtients fliould 

be made in gold and fdvcr, being the common medium 

of commerce among nations, at the rate of four (liillings 
tniid fix pence for a SpaniOi mille 1 dolhir, &c, — by fixing 

tlie price of rations on an equiiahlc Tcale rchuively to our. 
: rt* ipeftivc circumilances, — and providing Tor the paymc:it 
of what we may owe, by fending in provifion, and fell- 
ing it at their market. Vhc rates of mv)ney, and the 
jprices of provifions and oiher commodities, diircr every 
'^vhere : and, in treaties of a fuiular nature between ar.y two 
ftiites, it is requifiie, for mutual convenience, to afcertain 
txymc common ratio both for the value of n^.o ley i:i p:'.yments, 
aknci for the rates of thofe articles on wliicli iliey may arife. 

- It was determined on mature confideratlon not to con- 
irlpde any thing exprcfsly that (liould conrr.uil:! rlie rcrulu' 
:^on of the thirtieth December: but at the f.uviv tinv.-, it* it is 
Jefigne<l to be the rule of pravUiee, it is eafy to p-vceive it 
%ifOuld iU (^:ice overturn any cutel th;it could he fovir.ed. 
Slicneral Howe would ncvci confenr to (iblVrvc it om jiis parr, 
Jf lucl. a j>racliec were to cxiil o!\ ours. — I'hou^h rhe law 
"i^U'^ht iu>t to be contravciied by an expi^^fs article admitting 
' Jic e-vciiangeability of (na) pe<i*on<, yet, if ii la not killcrv-d 
^;. Vol. II. S to 
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of horfe on the propoibd eftabliflwent^ with the rank of 
major^ to a£^ as an ipdependent partilaQ, coxpsj wouI4 be a 
mode of rewarding him^ very adv^tageous to the fenr ioet 
Captain Lee's gpniua particularly adapts him to a- command 
of this nature ; and it will be the w^ft ^g/K^Mt to himt d 
«ny ftation in which he could be placed.. 

I beg leave to re^op;imend this me^re to Congre{% and 
fliall be obliged by j^ir decifion as fpeedily as may be CQnve* 
nient. The campaign is fail approacbiog* and there will 
probably be very, littjle, tjipe to raife aiid prepare the corps 
for it. — ^It is a paf( of theplgn to giyje Mr. Liodlay the com- 
mand of the fecond troop» a^d to maVe Mn Peyton cap* 
tain-lieutenant of the firft. 
, I am, with thp.higheft ei^eem wi uSfit&i^. iBcc* G* W* 



Sir, Head-Barters^ V^U^^F^ge^ Jpril^^ I778« 

I HAVE now the honor to acknowledge your ieveral 
letters of the twenty-firft, twenty-ninth, and thirtieth ultimo^ 
with their inclofures, whigh have been duly received.— It 
gives me pain to obfcrve they appear to contain feveral im- 
plications by which my fenfibility is not a little wounded,*- 
I.lind myfelf extremely embarrafled by the fteps I had taken 
towards an cxclio^iige of prifonersand the formation of a ge- 
neral cartel making more smple provlGon for dieir future 
accommodation and relief. The view's qf Congreis feem to 
be very different from what I fuppofcd them when I. entered 
into my late engagements witli general Howe : their relb- 
li^tion, of tlie thirtietii uhinio, pointedly requiring a ftriA 
ad)ierenge to ;^ll former ones upon the fubjec^, will in all 
probability render, thern impra£ticable- — I confidcred fomc 
of dieir refolutions.as dictated on the principle of retalia- 
tion, and did not.injsgiue die terms they contained would be 
iijTifted upon in negotiating an agreement calculated to re* 
medy ijiq evils which occafioned them. In mod refjpe£ts 
tbey ^migbyt. be iubftantially complied . with : but there are 
7^ foroe 
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fome points to which an exact conformity rftufl of ncccility 
fleftroy the idea of a cartel. One is the obliging th;: enemy 
to pay gold and filvcr on equal terms for co:uinental tur- 
ttncy, eiUmutlng the articles fupplied tlicm at their aclual 
prices with us, as feems to be the dell;j[n of the rcfolvc of the 
nineteenth December. — Another i.sihc fubjecVmi; the iiiliabit- 
ants of thefe ftates, taken in arms agalnlt them, to trial and 
puniflimeirt, agreeable to the rcfolve of the thirtieth of the 
fame month • 

I am well aware that appearances ought to Ir^ upheld, 
and that we fliould avoid as much as polFibie recognifing 
by any public a£t the <lepreciation of our currency: but 
I conceive this end would be anfwered as far as might h^ 
-neccflviry, by- ftipulating that all motiey payments fliould 
be made in gold and fdver, being the cominon medium 
of commerce air.ong nations, at the rate of four (liillings 
and fix pence for a SpanlQi mille i dollar, &c, — by fixing 
the price of rations on an equitable Tcale relatively to our, 
refpeftivc circumilances, — and providing Tor the paymcTit 
of what we may owe, by fending in provUlon, arul fell- 
ing it at their market. Th.e rates of moJiey, and the 
prices of provifions and otlier commodities, liiirer every 
where : and, in treaties of a fmiilar nature between any two 
ftates, it is requifne, for mutual convenience, to afeertain 
(bmc common ratio both for the v.duc oi' mo ley in p.'.ymencs, 
2lnd for the rates of thofe articles on wliieli iliey may -.'irire. 
■ It was determined on mature confuieration not to con- 
eiyde any thing cxprcfsly that (liould conrriidi:! rlie rcfuhi- 
tion of che thirtieth December : but at the r.nv.v tinvi-, if it is 
ifc/igncil to be the rule of pravUiee, it is eafy to p-vceive it 
^''c>g|(l at once overturn any cntel thit could he fcvitied. 
^■<^neral Howe \votd«l nevti confenr to (ibferv^, it un liis pnrr, 
^ iueii a praclico were to cxiil o!\ ours. — "I'ijou^h rhe law 
^"*:^lit .u>t to be contravened by an expiels article admitting 
^^^ *.-Achangeability of fuel) pcMions, ye;, if ii lo not kiljcrod 
Vol, II. S to 
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cumbent on me to afTure them, that, — granting the pradi* 
cabLlity of collefling fuch a number,— it would prove a 
work of time, difficulty, and expenfe ; to evince which, I 
need only recur to the experience of lait campaign on fimi- 
lar occadons, and to remind you that it was not poffible to 
obtain a thoufand men, nor fometimes even one hundred, 
from this (late, although the former number was required and 
promifed, for the purpofe of covering during the winter the 
country between Schuylkill and Delaware. 

As this refolve appears to have been made in confecpience 
of my letters of the twenty-fourth and twenty-ninth ultimo, 
which were founded on conjedlure, and, in fome degree, 
mifinformation, — and as the execution of it would, exclufive 
of the inconveniences abovementioned, I am perfuaded, 
have a tciulency to injure the completion of the continental 
rcgin^iCnts, — I fliail call for a fmall part only of the number 
allowetl i but could wifh that Hartley's regiment were ordered 
immediately to camp, and the duties of it performed by mili- 
tia. In like manner I would propofe that all remote guards 
flioulil be compofed of militia, and that the feveral purpofes 
fin' which men are drawn from the continental troops fliould 
be aniwcred by them. This would be a means of draw- 
ing togetlicT a conriderable number of men who are in a 
manner loft to tlie army, and of employing the militia to 
the bcib advantage poffible. 

Tlic ^reat end of my letter to Congrefa, of tlic twenty- 
fourth ultimo, feems to have been miflakcn. My views were 
not turned to reinforcements of militia. To know whether 
the old eftabliflmient of the army, or the new as agreed upon 
by the committee, is the choice of Congrefs, — and in wha: 
manner the regiments of this flate and the additionals arc 
to be reduced, — officers for the whole appointed, &c,— were 
my objefts. Thcfe are objefts of the greateft moment, as 
they may, in their confcqucnces, involve tlie fate of Ame- 
rica ; for I will undertake to fay that it is next to impoflible, 
;^vhcn the fealbn is fo far advanced, properly tp accompli^? 
"• .. . 9 . - ^'^^'^ 
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thofe changes, appointmentd,' and the dependent arrange- 
ments for the enfuing campaign. Should any convnlfion hap- 
pen, or movement take place, they will be altogether imprac- 
ticable. — Juftice to my own chara£ler, as well as duty to the 
public, conllrain me ta repeat thefe things : — tlieir confe- 
quences are more ealily conceived than defcribed. 

It may be faid by fome, fir^ that my wifh to fee the offi- 
cers of this army upon a more refpeftable eftabHfhment is 
the caufe of my folicitudc, and carries mc too far. — To fuch 
I can declare that my anxiety proceeds from the caufcs above- 
mentioned. If my opinion is alked with refpedl to the nc- 
ceflity of making this provifion for the officers, I am ready 
to declare that I do moft rcligioully believe the falvation of 
tile caufe depends upon it, — ^and, without it, your officers 
will moulder to nothing, or be compofed of low and illi- 
terate men, void of capacity for this or any other bufinefs. 
To prove this, I can with truth aver, that fcarce a day 
pafles without the offisr of two or three commifTions ; and 
my advices from the eailward and fouthward are that num- 
bers who had gorie home on furlough mean not to return, 
but are eftablilhing themfelves in more lucrative employ- 
ments.— Let congrefs determine what will be the confe- 
quence of this fpirit. 

- Petfonally, as an officer, I have no intereft in their de- 
ciGon^ becaufe I have declared, and I now repeat it, that I 
liever will receive the fnialloft benefit from the half-pay efta- 
blifliment : but, as a man who fights under the weight of a 
profcription, and as a citizen who wiOies to fee the liberty of 
his country eftabliQied upon a permanent foundation, and 
whofe property depends upon the fuccefsbf our arms, I am 
deeply interefted. But, — all this apart, and juftice put of 
the queftion, — upon the fingle ground of econon\y and pub- 
lic faving, I will maintain the utility of it : fdr I have not 
the lead doubt, that, until officers confjder thoir commiffions 
in ah honorable and interefted point of viewi, and are afraid 

S3 to 
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to endftnger them by negligence asi^ maettention^ no ordei^ 
regularity) or care either of the men or public property, will- 
prevail. * * * 

By officers who are juft reMimed from MaSkchufetts-fiayt 
I learn that there is not the lead profperfl of getting men 
from thence before the month of June,— if ihtn ; and u^* 
deed that there is no reafoa tq <Kpe& any number thiit will 
deferve the name of reinforcement for the contincntid re» 
giments this campaign, — the towns being only called upon 
to furniih the deficiency of their lad year'ft quoto^ £9 that 
all fubfequent cafualties are difpegari^led, and the fifteen 
regiments df thatftate, whiph niay*now perhaps waat fobr 
thoufand men to complete them, will, receive only fivehnn* 
drcd if the towns came within thai numiier of thdr c^ompk- 
ment l»ft year. — What change the requifition of Ceogrds, 
of the Itweniyrfixib'] of February, may efiedl, I ihaU not 
undertake to fay :r— if it has. not a fpeedy and powexful ope* 
ration, our profpefls in that quarter wii} be. exceedingly un- 
promifing. 

A gentleman from New-Uampfliire fome little time fince 
informed me that matters were nearly in the fame train 
there, notwithftanding a refolve for the completion ef their 
batallions 5 and the inclofed copy of a letter (N® j ) from 
general Putnam, whom 1 have defired to remain 10 Con* 
nef^icut for fome time in order to forward the recruits from 
that date, conveys his ideas of what may be expelled from 
thence, — What New- York, New^Jerfey, andNorth-Carolioa 
have done or are about to do, I know not.— Pei^nfylTanii 
and Maryland have tried the cfFeft of voluntary enliftments 
to little purpefe \ and the firft, in dm& contradiction to the 
inoft pointed injun6tions laid on the officers, have their re- 
cruits compofed chiefly of deferters who will embrace the 
firfl opportunity of efcaping with our arms. — ^Virginia, it is 
true, has proceeded to a draught : but the number, befides 
being in itfelf inadequate, has been leiZened by deierdiia; 

and 
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and the deficiency of the regiments, on the other hand, being 
increafed by death and defertion, their ftrength will probably 
fall very far (hort of the new eflablifliment. 

This, fir, is not a flattering pi£\ure of our afFairs : but 
the reprefentation is juft; and it is incumbent on me to ex- 
hibit it in my own defence, as, notwithftanding all thefe un- 
favorable circumftances,~-and what is to me a certain pro- 
fped of beir>g plunged in^o the campaign before the arrange- 
ments are made, officers appointed, &c,— ^great matters, I 
perceive, are expefiled from our aftivity this fpring:— in 
proportion therefore will the difappointment be felt by thofe 
who arb fanguine.— rFor want of the ratification of Con* 
grefs^ . the . horfe cftablifliment, companies of fappers, pro- 
voftrmarflialfey, &c, &c, (as agreed to by the committee, 
and r^colnmended for their confideration) are entirely at a 
ftand, at a time when we ought to be deriving benefits from 
their c}eecution.«-«^In a :^ord, at no period fince the com* 
snencement of the .war have I felt more painful fenfations on 
account of delay, than at the prefent : and, urged by them, 
X have expreffed myfelf without refervc. 

By a letter juft received from general Weedon, I am in-^ 
formed of his intention to refign, if general Woodford 
ihould be yeftored to his forjner rank, which he had not 
then heard* General Muhlenberg is now balancing on the 
fame point. One, therefore, if not twp brigadiers, will be 
wajited for thz^t ftate. — ^The difadvantages refulting fron^ 
the frequent refignations in the Virginia liqe, the changes 
pf commanding officers to the regiments, and other caufes 
equally diftreffing, have injured that corps beyond concep- 
tion, and have been the ineans of reducing very refpefiable 
regiments in fome inftanccs to a mere handful of men : and 
this will ever he the cafe till officers can be fixed by fome-i 
thing equivalent to the facrifice jhey make. — To reafon 
otherwife, and fuppofe that public virtue alone will enable 
men to forego the eafe and comforts of life, to encounter 
tJie h^rdfhips and dangers of war fov ^ bare fubfiltence, when 

S 4 their 
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dicir companions ami friends arc amafling large fortiirics,— 
u* viewing human nature ratlier as it flioulvi be, tliaii as it 
re^liy ii. 

The clotliier-^^encral of the army, as well as the heads of 
every otl^er i!e;iartmenr, (liouJtl be in camp near the com- 
m:i;ii?er in-chief : orherwife it is impofliWe that the opera- 
tions of v.r.r can he conducted with energy and precifion. I 
wiHi moit fineercly that this, — as not the leall eilential part 
of the bufinefs lliried with the committee^ — were decided, 
and a thorough ir.vcfligation were had into the condud of this 
department ; an it is a matter of iiniverfal aftoniOiment that 
*we flioiik! be del'clent in any article of clothing, when it is 
Vommonly aficrtcd tlvji rl*.e eallern Itates alone cuii fumiifa 
materials enoit^^rji ib clctiie a hundred thoufaiul men. — If 
this he fad, tlvjre is a fatal err;)r ibmeM'here, to which may 
be r.ttribuied tne deatli and deferrion of thoufaiuU. 

I (hall make no iu^oloj^y fertile freedom t)f this< letter. — 
To iiiforni Conp.rels cf fuch fa(^s as' materially sficSt the 
fcrvice, I co;k cive to be one great ?.nd eHential part of my 
duty to tliepii ;:::d myielf. iVly agreement with the com- 
rr.ittce ciitirlei^. mc to exnevl iipwaids of forty thoufand con- 
llp.ciUiii irt'ops, exclt;rive of artillery and horfe, for the fcr- 
vice of ine enftiin:; campaign, in«luding t ho fe to be employed 
in ll)c defence of liic North-river. — Inltcad of rhefe, what 
nrv:! r.iy nrofnedls : 

Majv>v-gc*ncr5l ihc nuvquls De la Fayette is arrived at 
' camp, r.r.d wil! rciiirne ilie command of his divifion. — The 
b.iion I)e M.ilb is e\pccUcl in a few days. — I'he inclofure, 
N ' 2, is tlic coy))* of a letter from colonel Shrieve of the 
iecoiu! Je^fey bAtailion, containing ati account of the dellruc- 
rioji of ihe f.iltatui falt-woiks at S(]uan» — andN^ 3, of aletter 
from gcneial M' Dougal, fiiewii-g the Rate of ali^airs in that 
(i.-parr.'.rjnt. — With ve^y great rel^^ecV, 1 have the honor to 
bj, c'cc. G. W. 

P. S. Vour favor of the eighth inflant, inclofing ihe 
act of Congrcfs appoiiiiing cnptaiij Lee major and com- 

mundaut 
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mandaut of an independent corpS) is this xnomtnt come to 
hand. 



Sir, Valley^Forge^ ji^ril iZ^ 1778. 

ON thurfday evening I had thJEf honor to receive your 
two letters of the fourteenth inftant.— I im much obliged 
by the frefh aifurances which Congrefs are pleafed to msdce 
me of their confidence; and they may be fatisfied that I 
wifli nothing more ardently than that a jgood ^nd perfe£l; 
agreement fhould fubfift between us. * 

The negotiation between the commiflioners is ended with- 
out effefting a cartel : nor do I fuppofe, from the informa- 
tion I have received on the fubjeit, that there is any good 
profpefk that one will €ver be formed, or at lead for a great 
while, on a liberal and extenfive plan. — A report of the 
proceedings of the commiflioners on our part, at their feveral 
meetings, I take the liberty to inclofe^ The papers, N^ l^, 
contain the letters between general Howe and myfelf, ftipu- 
lating the neutrality of Germantown, — our refpcftive 
powers, — and the refult of the meeting there )— N° 2, the 
fubfequent proceedings at Newtown. — The old agreement^ 
I prefume, continues; and under it we mud carry on ex- 
changes. 

General Muhlenberg has communicated his determination 
to refign, but has promifed not to leave his brigade till Con- 
grefs fhall appoint another general in his room, providod it 
is done in any reafonable time. 

13y poflpbning my call upon the militia^ as mentioned in 
my lad of the tenth, 1 did not mean to decline it altogether. 
I did not fee the neceflity of calling but five thoufand for 
the fole purpofe of defence : and, in the prefent fituationof 
things, I cannot perceive my way fufiiciently clear for ofFen- 
five meafures, as I do not know when to expeft the recruits 
from the difl'erent dates, nor what profpeft the commiiTary 
has of provifion :— as we only get it yet from hand to mouthy 

alTembling 
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zflcanbling tlie militiat unlefs for tho purpofe of defence, 
Should b^ the I aft thing done^ as they foon become impa* 
tient) and arc very cxpcnfive in the anrticles of ftores, camp 
menfils, provifions, &c. 

The ktclofed dtatight of a bill was brought to hcad- 
fpa^cjrK ycfterdaf- •tftctnbon by z gentleman who infonned 
|ne tluit t large eafgo.ef them had been jUft fent -oUt of 
ll^luladelpbia. WJiether tjui infidi]>us proceeding is genuine 
4nd imported in the- packet trhich arrived z few daya ago, or 
iOQ^riiFed in Phiiadelphiay is a point undetermined and m» 
material ; but it is certainly founded in piindplcs of the moA 
** "* *,— meant t<y poifon the miads of the peopk, and 
detadi the waveiing ftt Ica'ft fromvour caufe. I fuppofeit 
wiiI'Obt»n a place in.the papers,- and ami not without' alixiccy 
that it will have a paalignant in^ueiice«-^I would ftsibmit it 
whether it will not be highly expediiienib for Congrefs to in- 
yeftigate it in all its parts, and to expo^ in the moll ftriking 
paatlKfer the injttftice^ delufion, and fraud, it domains*-*! 
trMftiv will be attacked,' in every fliape, ih every part of the 
continent. — I have the honor to be, &c, . G. W. 



. SxHy" ValUyForgej Jprll 20, lT)i' 

WITH your letter of the ftvcnteenth inftant, and 
itsinclofnres, I was duly honored on faturday aftemoorf.— 
Whdri I riddreffed you on the eighteenth, I was doubtful 
WlietliefT the draught of the bill then tranfmitted Was not fpu- 
rious and contrived in Philadelphia : but its authenticity, I 
am alnioil certain, is not to be queftioncd. The informa- 
tion from Philadelphia feems clear. and conclufive that it 
came over in the packet, with lord North's fpeech on the 
introduftion of'rt into parliament. I inclofe a paper con- 
taining his fpeech, which juft came to hand --^This bill, I 
atn perfuaded, wil! pafs into a law.— Congrefs will perceive 
by the minifter's fpeech, that it aims at obje£^s of the 
greateft extent and importance, and will, no doubt, in one 
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way or other, involve the moft intcrcftxng confequences to 
this country. — With great rcfpea, I have the honor to be, 
fir, your moft obedient fcrvant, G* W» 



Sir, Valley-Forge^ Jpril 23, 1778.. 

I TAKE the liberty to tranfmit you a letter whkh I 
received yefterday from governor Tryon, incloGng the 
draughts of the two bills I forwarded before, with his ccrri* 
ficate of the manner in which they came to his hands, ac- 
companied by his more extraordinary and impertinent re- 
queft, that, through* my means, the contents (hould be com- 
municated to the officers and men of this army. Thi^ 
engine of miniftry, from governor Livingfton's account, U 
▼cry induftrioufly circulating copies of thcfe draughts, in- 
obedience to their and his royal matter's mandates. — The 
letter which I inclofe, and a triplicate, came to hand at one 
time : fome future conveyance, it is probable, will prefent 
me the duplicate. 

I would alfo take the liberty to inclofe you the Evening 
Poft, N^ 475, which governor Livingfton was fo obliging 
as to fend me yefterday. Were we not fully fatisfied from 
our experience, that there arc no artifices, no m'eafures 
too * * * for the enemy or their adherents to attempt 
in order to promote their views, we might be aftonifh- 
cd at the daring confidence, in defiance of the opinion of 
the world, manifefted in a publication in this paper, pur- 
porting to be a refolution of Congrcfs, of the twentieth of 
February. This proceeding is infamous to the laft degree, 
and calculated to produce the moft baneful confequences by . 
exciting an oppofition in the people to our draughting fyftem^ 
and embarrafling at leaft the only probable mode now left 
us for raifing men. I think it of great importance that the 
forgery (hould be announced in the moft public manner, 
and am the more induced to this opinion from governor Liv- 
ingfton's account of the difagreeablc operation it has had, 
'8 and 
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and is dill likely to produce, if not contradidkrd. Tf it is, and 
vridi a few ftrifturcs, I ihould hope that it will excite ia tbe 
breafts of all our countrymen, a juil and generous comeii^)r 
of the enemy for fuch a dirty, wicked proceeding. 

I was laft night honored with your favor of the eighteenth 
iiiftant, with the proceedings alluded to. — A general plan of 
operations for the . campaign is indifpeivfably effeatial to be 
fcttled. I have thought much uppn the fubjecSt ; and fome 
propoGtioos rcfpedling it wcro put into the hands of all th« 
general officers here on tueiilay evening, for their conlider- 
<ition. I aUb intended to fend a melTcnger this day to meet 
general Gates, fuppofing him to be on his way to HuilfonV 
liver, and to rcqucil his call at this camp, that we might cn- 
^r into a full and free difcufljon of the point.— There is not 
a moment to be delayed in forming fomc general fyftcra, la 
my opinion ; and I only wait the arrival of generals Gates 
and MifRin, to fummon a council for tlie purpofe. 

1 have tlie honor to be, &c^ G. W. 

It is confidently reported, — and I have litlla doubt of the 
trudi of it,— that lir \VtllIain IIowc h i ccallcd, and tliat ge- 
neral Clinton is to luccecd him ii: the command.— I Jiave 
alfo the pleafurc to tranfmit a lift of lundry oiBccrs exchan- 
ged on«the tvventy-iirft nillant. 



Sir, P^'a/Iey-For^e, Jprii 2 1^^ 1778. 

I BEG Jeave to inform Congrels that tlie report of 
the commillioiicrs coming, according to imclligence received 
yefterday by a perfon ot PhiladelpJiia, is confidently believed; 
and it is there thought that tliey will very foon arrive. I 
think it almoft certain that tlie matter will not he delayed, as 
the conduct of minrftry, in not lending them immediately af- 
ter tlftir former prapolitions, has been much reprobated, and 
as it may be of much importance to improve the hril impref- 
fions of the people upon tlie occalion. — Lord Amherft, ad- 
miral Kcppel, and general Murray, arc faid to be the perlbns 

appointed i 
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appointed ; and it is likely they are veded with hoth civil 
a«id military powers. — The information was through the 
channel of a fenfible intelligent man, well known, and of. 
efteemed credit. He is connefted with the Briciih army, 
having two or three brothers in it. — I Ihall tranfmit the ear-- 
lieft accounts I may receive from time to time on this very 
interefting fubject. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Valley^Forge^ April 27, lyyS. 

I HAD the honor yefterday afternoon to receive your 
tetter of the twenty-fourth, contiiiued to the twenty-fifth, 
with its important inclofu res. — Congrefs will be pleafed to ac-- 
oept my fincere thanks for the frefh inAance of confidence 
manifefted in their rcfolution of the twenty-third, and other'' 
proceedings ; and they may reft affured that whatever powers 
are entrufted to me fliall be invariably diredted to promote 
the intereft of thcfc ftatcs. If in anv cafe there fhould be a 
iiiifapplication or a failure in the execution, it will be the ef- 
fect of mirtake and not of defign. 

I ihall take meafures for diftrlbuting the report of the 
committee on lord North's bills, and the refolution of the 
twenty-thiid inviting delimjuents to return to their allegiance 
and to the protet3ion of thefe fcatcs, TJiis proceeding ap- 
pears to me founded in great good policy ; and I fhould hope 
that it will be attended with many valuable confequences : — 
but this can only be proved by the event. 

Though I wifli moft heartily for the aid of general Lee 
iji council and upon every other occalion, — yet, as the time of 
his return is uncertain, or at Icaft it will be fcveral days before 
it takes place,— and as it fecms to me that there is not a mo- 
ment to lofe in forming fome general fyllem for our opera- 
tions, — I fhould think it inexpedient for general Gates ^o de- 
lay coming to camp till his arrival. After a plan is digefted,- 
riiere will be a great deal of time expended before things .will 

be 
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be in ft proper train for execution. Tlic feafon is faft ad« 
vancing ; and the period which maybe moH favoraWe for 
any dcligns we may form will prefentiy arrire. 

I take the liberty to tianfmit an extract of a letter from 
general Heath, which will (hew Congrefs that he is prefled 
on all fides for money* Governor Livingfton too is appre- 
heniive he will be under embarraffments on account of the 
purchafe of horfes in confequence of the recommendation of 
the committee. Their letter to him by fome means has been 
miflaid in the aflembly, and he does not know exaftly the 
mode prefcribed for the payment. I cannot inform him my- 
felf, or do what perhaps is more neceflary, — ^fbmifli him 
with money ; and therefore hope that Congrefs or the com- 
mittee will. 

I have written major-general Tryon a few Unes in anfwer 
to his letter, a copy of which is inclofed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'Quarters, April 30, 1778. 

THE extenfive ill confequences, arifing from a want 
of uniformity in difcipline and manoeuvres throughout the 
army, have long occafioned me to wifli for the eftablifhment 
of a well-organifed infpedorfhip; and the concurrence of Con- 
grefs in the fame views has induced me to fet on foot a tempo- 
ntry'inftitution, which, from the fuccefs that has hitherto at- 
tended it, gives me the moft flattering expectations, and will, 
I hope, obtain their approbation. 

Baron De Steuben's length of fervice in the firft military 
fchool in Europe, and his former rank, pointed him out as a 
perfon peculiarly qualified to be at the head of this department. 
This appeared the . leaft exceptionable way of introducing 
him into the army, and one that would give him the moft 
ready opportunity of difplaying his talents. I therefore pro- 
pofcd to him to undertake the office of infpeftor-general, 
Ivhich he agreed to with the greateft cheerfulnefs, and has 

^)crfornied 
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performed the duties of it with a eeal and intelligence equal 
to our wifhes. He has two ranks of infpeclors uader him : 
the loweft are o£cers chained with the infpeAion of brigades^ 
with the title of brigade-infpcdors : the others fuperin^eod 
feveral of shefe : they, have written iiiftrudions relahtive to 
thetr feveral fun&ions ; and the manoeuvres which they ace 
to pratSife are illiiftrated by a company which the baron baJi 
taken the pains to train himfelf* 

The brigade-infpeiiors were chofcn by the brigadier and 
commanding officers of regiments in each brigade. Th^e 
infpeilors are lieotenant-coloncls Barber of Jerfey, Brooka 
of Maffachufetts, Davis of Virginia, and monfieur Ter- 
nant, a French gentleman :— the reafon for employing hiii^ 
(apart his intriniic merit and abilities) was, his poHeffing the. 
French and Englifh languages equally^ which m^ him « 
neceffary affiftant to the baron De Steuben. He is copteot 
to ferve without rank, until, after an experiment of his ahili- 
tiesi, Congrefs (hall determine what he is entitled to. 

Uponthe- arrival of lieutenant-colonel Fleury in camp, as 
he was un-employed^ and had exercifcd the office of aide*tna-> 
jor in France, the baron propofed to have him employed as 
an infpedlor ; in which I readily acquiefced, as Congrefs had 
given him the rank and pay of lieutenant-colonel. — There 
may be other foreign officers in continental pay, idle for 
waot of being attached to fome corps, of whpfe fervices we 
might avail ourfelves in this way, which is the only methoi. 
of difpoling of themi, unlefs they could be formed into a ^if- 
tiuSt corps. 

From the extraordinary fatigue and dole attention icquir- 
ed of the officers employed in the infpedlorfliip, I did not 
think it amifs to let them entertain hopes that.Congrefs would 
allow fome addition to the pay which they derive from their 
rank ; and I take die liberty of recommending the meaftire. 
I would propofe twenty dollars per month for the brigade*, 
infpedlors, and thirty for the infpedtors,, in addition to their 
pay in the line- , 

lihould 
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I fliould do injiiftice if I were to be longer filent with re- 
gard to the merits of the baron De Steuben. His knowledge 
of his pfofeffion, added to the zeal which he has difcovered 
iince he began upon the fun£kions of his office, lead me to 
confider him as an acquifition to the fervice, and to recom- 
mend him to the attention of Congrefs. His expe£^tioii3 
with regard to rank extend to that of major-general. His 
finances, heingenuoufly confeflesib will not admit of hisienr- 
ing without the incident emoluments ; and Congrefs, I pre- 
fume, from his charafter and their own knowledge of hini, 
will without difficulty gratify him in thefe particulars. 

The baron is fenfible that our iituation requires a few 
variations in the duties of his office from the general praSice 
in Europe, and particularly that they muft neceflarily be 
more coitiprehenfive ; in which, as well as in his inftruc- 
tions, he has fkilfully yielded to circumftances. — Tlie fuc- 
cefs which has hitherto attended the plan enables me to re- 
queft with confidence die ratification of Congrefs, and is, I. 
think, a pledge of the edablifhment of a well-combined ge- 
neral fyftcm, which infurmountable obfhicles have hitherto 
oppofed. — 1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Falicy-Forge^ May r, 1778. 

I HAVE had the honor to receive your difpatches of 
the twenty-feventh inftant. — In. comph'ance' with the requcft 
of Congrefs, I fhall immediately call upon the officers in the 
army to take tiie oath of allegiance and abjuration. This 1 
fhould have done as foon as the refolution pa fled, had it not 
been for the (late of the army at that time, and that there 
were fome ftrong reafons which made it expedient to defer 
the matter. 

My opinion upon tlie fubjcft of a future provJfion for the 
officers hath been fo fully, and, I truft, fo neceflarilv and 
equitably urged, that I fliall not add further refpc(Sing it, ex- 
cept my fmcere wiflics that i\\c cllablilhmcnt was deternii.n-. 
- al 
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cd on. Nothing, in my idea, can be more juft ; and I am 
cdrdain there is nothing more effential :— the prefent unfettled 
ftate of the army ia hurtful in the extreme. 

Since my letter of the twenty-feventh, I have received au-» 
thentic information of the failing of a very large number of 
tranfports from Philadelphia, — two hundred, it is .faid. They 
went down the Delaware the beginning of the week, light and 
eaipty. — I have not been able to learn any thing of their def- 
tination ; nor can I form a conjedure upon the occafiont 
that is the lead fatisfadiory. 

With infinite pleafure I beg leave to congratulate Con- 
grefs on the very important and interefting advices brought 
by the frigate La Senfible. — General M*Dougal and Mr* 
Deane were fo obliging as to tranfmit me the outlines of the 
good tidings. — As foon as Congrefs may think it expedient, 
I Ihall be happy to have an opportunity of announcing ta 
the army, with the ufual ceremony, ifuch parts of the intel- 
ligence as may be proper, and fanAioned by authority. I 
have mentioned the matter to fuch officers as I have feen ; 
and I believe no event was ever received with a more heart** 
felt joy.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 

P. S. Juft as I had finifhed my letter above, I received the. 
honor of your favor of the twenty-eighth, with the refolu* 
tion and packets alluded to. I wiU take meafures for difperf-- 
ing the printed refolutions. 



Sir* Campi^ May i* l^^^• 

IN compliance with your requeft contained in your let- 
ter of the thirtietfi ultimo, I have delivered the bundle of pa- 
pers refpefling the lofs of Ticonderoga, &c, tranfmitted me 
fome time ago, which I hope will get fafc to band. 

J have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



VoL.lJ. 
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Sir, Head-Quartersj Valley-Forge^ May 3, I'nt^ 

IN a late letter from general Schuyler, I received Ac 
proGccdiiigs of a board of commiffioners for Indian afiairs; 
held at Albany tlie fifteenth of laft month. It appears by diear 
and fome otlier accotints I have feen, that there is biu litde 
profpeil of fucceeding in the plan for engaging a body of In* 
dians from that quarter to ferve with this anny. The advui^ 
tagc which the enemy poflefs over us^ in having die tncan 
of making prefcnts much more liberally than wc can, hat 
made a ftrong imprcffion upon their minds, and feems td be 
more than a counterbalance for any arguments we can ofier 
to conciliate their attachment. They alfo appear to be ap^ 
preheniive for their own fafety, and rather to wiA for tH 
and prote6tion from us^ than willing to leave their haUtih! 
tions and come to our afliftance. 

The meafurc propofed was by way of experiment^ as one 
which might poffibly be attended with valuable confequenceSi 
and, if it could have been effected without much difficulty, 
might have been worth a trial. Bur, as the fcheme docs not 
well correfpond with their prefent difpofition, and may ferve 
to iiicreafe our embarraflments in keeping them even in toler- 
able good humor, I am inclined to think it would be moft ad* 
vifable to relinquiih the attempt. They may be told of what 
has happened in Europe, with proper embellifliments, anA 
that our aifaits are now upon fuch a footing as to rendef 
tlieir aid in the field unneceflary, and that all we require of 
them is theit frieudftiip and good wiihes. This and pro- 
mifes of protedlion may have a powerful and happy efied. 

It is of great importance to countera£b the temptation held 
out by the enemy, and to fecure the good will of the Indians^ 
who appear to be at leaft in a ftate of hefitancy and indeci- 
fion, if nothing worfe. Congrefs, I am perfuaded, will do 
every thing in their power to promote thefe defirable ends. 

With gieat refpecl and eftecn:, I have the honor to be, 
fir, your moft obedient fcrvant^ 6. W- 
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Sir, ' tlead-Quartersy Falley-Forgey May 4, 1778. 

LAST night at eleven o'clock I was honored with 
Jroiit difpatches of the third. — The contents afford me the 
moft fenfible pkafurei Mr. Simeon Deane had informed me 
by a line from Bethlehem, that he was the bearer of the ar- 
|icle$ of alliance, &^c, between France and the flates. — I 
ihall defer celebrating this happy event in a fuitahle manner 
Until I hairc liberty from Congrefs to announce it publicly. 
I win only fay that the army ate anaSioufi to manifeft their 
joy upon the occailon. 

Inclofed yoii have a lettef which I received a few days ago 
from lord Stirling, and whichj at his requeft, I lay before 
C^ngrefS) with its contents. 

I am^ with the greatcft cfleerti and refpedt, &c. G. W« 



Sllij Valley-Forge, May ii, 1778.* 

I TAKE the liberty to tranfmit to Congrefs a copy 
4>f a letter from general Howe, which I received at three 
c clock this afternoon; The contents are exceedingly inter- 
filing to the unhappy ptifonerg in his hands. I thought it 
■ny duty to forward them immediately ; and I muft requeft 
riiat Congrefs will be plcafed to inform me as foon as pof- 
Cble, what line of condudt I am to purfue upon this occafion* 
"— -The {ncloiedrextrafj of a letter from general Small wood 
^ill fliew the painful alternative tq which the prifoners in 
C%iladelphia will.be reduced unlefs they are relieved : and 
Hiis is confifmed by intelligence through feveral other chan- 
nels to myfelf.— ^lihall wait dire£lions in the matter, and go- 
mn myfclf by them in my anfwer to general Howe. 

Ihavelhe honor to be, &c.' G. W. 

P. S. As to an equivalent in men for oflScers, that propof- 
^by his commH&oners was too hfgh. A much more mc- 
^fcnitc one was nearly agreed to between them and the gen- 
Oemen deputed by. me/ when they were in treaty. — This^ 
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mode of relief, at this inftant, may not he fo neceflary ti 
adopt. There are probably oflScers in general Burgoync'i 
army who are defirous of being exchanged : and, if not, an 
equiraleot may ht fixed on, as clrcumftances may politf 

out. 



Si a, Valky-Forge^ May 1 2, 1778. 

I HAD the honor to receive in due time your 
feveral favors oi the thirds fixth, and ninth inftant, widi thi 
papers to which they refpeaively alluded. — After muck 
confideratioii upon the fubjedt, I have appointed j^enenl 
M^Intolh to command at Fort* Pitt and in the weftern cooo- 
try, for which he will lier qikA as foon as he can accommo- 
date his affairs* I part with this gendeman with much iV- 
Iu&ance» as I cflecm him an cflScer of great worth and mc- 
rity and as I know his fervices here are and will be material- 
ly wanted* His linn difpo&iou and equal juflice, his affido- 
ty and good miderftanding, — ^added to his bcin^ a ftrangcf 
to all parties in that quarter, — pointed him out as a proper 
pcrfon ; and I truft, extcnfive advantages will be derived 
trcm his command, wliich I could wifli was more agreeable. 
—He will wait on Congrcfe for their inftruftions* 

As lieutenant-colonel Sutlicrland, major Agnew, and lieu- 
tenant Poc, have only rcquefted to go to Europe on parole, it 
does not appear to mc that I can with propriety apply to ge- 
neral Kg we for their exchange: — diis would imply that d)ej 
were pi ifoners of war. Though their exchange is certainly 
the moft deCrable mode of releafc as it would ndicve an equal 
number of our officers from captivity, yet I fliould be happy if 
a negotiation for the purpofe fhould commence on their parf. 
Kiiowing that it would be our iotereft to exchange all die 
ofEccrs of general Burgoyne*s army if it could be done, I 
wrote general Heath not long fincc, to take occalion to men- 
tion io them that we fliould always be willing to accede to 
any c.'jual propofitions for that purpofe, and would carcfuBy 
6 convey 
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convey their applications to ilr Willlj^m Howe or the general 
ivho might command the Britifh army. — I take the liberty 
to return their letters, prcfuming that Congrefs may incline 
to give them fome ^nfwer, either dIredUy, or through gene- 
ral Heath. 

In refpedl to hcutenant-colonel * * *, I dQ not find that 
that there is any neceiEty for granting the prayer of his pe- 
fitioii : we have already too many officers ; and I do not ap- 
prehend the intereft of the ftates would be much promoted 
in his appointment* If he could make up two or three com- 
pstnies, they would be of prifoners and deferters, who would 
jnoft affuredly embrace an early opportunity to go off with 
their arms and clothing. I am difpofed to confider him a$ a 
man of fome addrefs and policy, as he is aiming at a confir- 
mation in thff line of the army (by obtaining an appoint- 
ment to a new corps) of the rank which he had as a diviliou 
quarter-mafter, Befides the impolicy of augmenting die 
munber of our ofiicers where it is not really eflential, fuch 
a promotion would give diflatisfaflion ; and I fuppofe there 
are few officei-s, if any, who formerly commanded Mr. * * * 
in the line of the army, that would fubmit to his orders. 

The inclofed copy of a letter from general Dickinfon to 
me will inform Congrefs of the fate of the continental frigates 
in Delaware, — ^ fate (in the fituation they were left) I had 
long predidled, and which I had taken much pains to avert, 
bv ufing every argument in my power to have diem funk. 
In that cafe, their deftruftion woxild have been at leaft a 
work of time, difficulty and expenfe, and might have been 
perhaps prevented. — About one o'clock on thurfday I got 
notice of an intended move of the enemy by water ; and, 
conjedkuring the deftination of it, had a detachment under 
general Maxwell (whofe tour of duty it was) ready to march 
towards the Delaware by four o'clock : but a heavy rain 
prevented their moving till next moriiing. 

I have been happy in the exchange, and a vifit from lieu- 
tenant-colonel Allen. His fortitude and firmnefs fcem to 
T 3 have 
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have placed him out of tlic reach of misfortune. There iij 
an original fomething in him that commands admiration j 
and his long cai>tlvity and fufFcrings have only ferved to in- 
creafe if poflible his enlhufiaftic zeal. — He appears very dc- 
firous of rendering his fervices to the ftates, and of being 
employed, and .at the fame time does not difcover any am- 
hitlon for high rank.—Congrefs will herewith receive a 
letter from him ; and I doubt not they will make fuch pro- 
yifion for him as they may think proper and fuitable. 

I take plcafure in tranfmitting^ Philadelphia paper of Ac 
ninth, which came to hand yefterday evening, containing a 
rneflage fiomhismoft chriftian majefty to the court of Londoq 
in confccjuence of the treaty between him and thefe ftates,'-^ 
and his Britannic majefty's addrefs to the lords an4 commons, 
&c,-- The meflage is conceived in terms of irony and deri- 
ilon, more degrading to the pride and dignity of Britain than* 
any thing fhe has ever experienced fince ihe has been a na- 
tion. It is not an aclual declaration of war, but it certainly 
mufl produce one. — I have the honor to be, &c. G, W. 

P. S. A great number of blank oaths will be wanted. 
You will be plcafcd to order fome by every opportunity. 



Sir, Vullcy-Forge^ May i8, 1778. 

I HAVE been honored with your two favors of die 
eleventh and fifteenth inftant, with the fevcral papers alluded 
10, — the former by monfieur Jemat, the latter by exprefs 
yefterday. — Colonel Johnfon fet out on faturday afternoon to 
wait on Congrefs upon the fubjedl of his appointment, and, I 
prefume, will be at York to-day. 

I (hall announce the refoliition of the fifteenth to the army, 
and would flatter myfelf it will quiet in a great meafure the 
TjiicafincfTes which liave been fo extremely diftreffing, and pre- 
vent relignations, wliich had proceeded, and were likely to 
l)e at fuch a height, as to deftroy our whole military fyftem. 
Jt has experienced no inc^nfidcrable fhock, panicularly in 

die 
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die Bne of fome flutes, from the lofs of feveral ve;*y yaluabl^ 
^officers. 

The letter and brevet for colonel Allen I will tranfmit ^y 
Ac firft opportunity. — He left camp eight days ago. 

From a variety of concurring circumftances, and the uni- 
form report of perfons who have left Philadelphia withip 
four days paft, it would appear that the enemy mean to eva- 
luate the city. It is faid they have already embarked a part 
-of their heavy cannon and baggage, — that tranfpvorts are httecj 
and fitting for their horfe, and tating in hay. The accounts 
further add that there has been a prefs for fome niglits in the 
<city, and feveral men obtained in this way, and carried aboard 
/hip ; alfo that there has been an increafcd number of vendues. 
Thefe circumftances all indicate an evacuaiion : but I have 
|iot been able to learn the objects of their future operations. 
—1 wrote to general Gates yefterday upon the fubje£V, that 
Jie may be prepared in the beft manner the fituatlon of tilings 
will admit, in cafe they fhould be deftined for the Nortli- 
^iver, — anddeCred him to retain for the prefent all the eaflenx 
f eciTiits intended for this army. . 

The quarter-m after-general and comraiflary of provifions 
^re diredled to ufe every pofTiblc exertion for putting the af- 
fairs of their departments in a train to facilitate a movement 
in cafe it fliould be neceffary. But fuch have been the de- 
rangements and difordcrs in them, that we muft be greatly 
^embarraiTed for a confiderable time yet. 

A valuable detachment, under tiie command of the mar- 
^quis Fayette, marched this morning, which i^ intended to 
move between the Delaware and Schuylkill, fof reftraining 
the enemy's parties, procuring intelligence, and to acl as cir- 
cumftances may require. 

I cannot help feeling for the prifoners rn poffcffion of the 
enemy. — If they evacuate Philadelphia, thofe unhappy m^n 
will be dragged away with them, and perhaps to a more 
jniferable confinement. But, fuppofing that their future treat- 
ment fliouid dot be worfe, or even that it (liould be more 
T 4 comfortably 
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comfortable than their paft, — the idea of being removed fer- 
ther from their friends, and farther from relief, muft diftrcfe 
them to the laft degree. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S. I would take the liberty to mention that I think the 
arms and clothing expe£ted from France fhould be brought 
forward without a moment's delay after they arrive. The 
impolicy of fuffering them ever to remain in places acceflSUc 
to ihipping, out of the queftion,— our diftrefs for bodi » 
amazingly great : we have many men now without firelocks, 
and many coming in, in the fame predicament ; and half 
the army are without ihirts. Our condition, for want of the 
latter, and blankets, is quite painful, — of the former, very 
diftreffing. The doftors attribute in a great degree die lofs 
pf hundreds of lives to the fcarcity of clothing; and I am 
certain hundreds have dcferted from the fame caufe. 



Sir, Head-Quarters y Falley^Forgey May 21, 1778. 

GENERAL M^Intofh will have the honor to deliver 
you this. He is now on his way to take the command at 
Pittfburg and in the weftern frontiers, and waits onCongrefs 
for their inftrudlions. — I would take the liberty of fubmitting 
to Gongrefs the inclofed account of expenfes incurred by the 
general in his journey from Georgia to join this army, and 
which he prefented to me and to the auditors for payment. 
I did not know how far I might be authorifed to comply 
with his requeft, and therefore lay the matter before Con- 
grefs. At the fame time I wpuld obferve that nbthing ap- 
pears to me more equitable than that claims of this fort, 
where they are not immoderate, fhould be fatisfied by the 
public. — If this were pot the cafe, the expenfes of an oflScer, 
when ordered from one poft to another, efpecially where they 
are diftant, would fink the whole or a very large part of Jiis 
pay.— The charges attending the general's journey from 
hence to Pittfburg will require equal attention ; and thp 
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"whole, I am perfuaded, will meet with a juft and Aiitablf 
provifion.— I have the honor to be, &c, Q, W. 



Sir, Valley-Forgey May a8, 1778. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you on the 
twenty-fourth inftant, nothing material has happened. The 
enemy are ftill in Philadelphia ; but the intelligence froim 
thence is fo clear and fo ftrong, that It is certain, or near- 
ly as much fo as any event can be that is contingent, diat 
they mean to abandon it. Againft the various meafures thejr 
are purfuing, which point to an evacuation, there is but one 
lingle circumftance oppofed that I can learn, which is, th^ 
they are working at their redoubts with great induftry. But 
this izGty though certainly true, cannot be of fufficient weight 
to raife a doubt upon the fubjedl, and muft be confidered as 
merely calculated to deceive us, and to mafk their defign. 

We cannot find out, notwithftanding the moft diligent 
pains, whether their movement will be by land or fea ; nor 
are the inhabitants of the town fatisfied on the point. — Ap* 
pearances favor either. — They have a great many fhips, and 
very large : yet, from a preparation of boats at PrinceVbay 
on the fouth fide of Staten-Ifland which I am juft advifed o^ 
^nd for fome other reafons, a land route is not improbable. 

I have detached to Jerfey the whole of the troops of that 
ftate under general Maxwell, which, I flatter myfelf, with 
the militia general Dickinfon will be able to coUeft, will 
give them fome annoyance in cafe they attempt a retreat by 
land. — I have the honor to be, &c. G- W. 



,SlR, Valley-ForgCy May 28, 1778^ 

LifeUTENANT-colonel John Gibfon, of the fixth 

Virginia regiment, ^^^o, from his knowledge of the weftera 

country, and Indian nations and language, is ordered to re* 

pair to Pittfbyrg, will have the honor of delivering you this. 

He 
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He is entitled, and has been ever fince the tweptyrfifth of 
October laft> to a regiment in that line ; ^i^d { ij^iift take th? 
tberty to requeft that Congrefs will give hjm a commiffion 
of that date. The refolution of the thirty-firft of December, 
•*'recomi'nending the ftates to fufppnd filling up regimental 
vacancies,"— *my expeftations that fome officers of inferior 
rank, and perhaps of the fame, belonging to other flakes* 
might be reduced upon a new arrangement^-^-and the cer- 
tainty, that, jf I gave commiflions in one inftance^ I fhould 
be obliged to do it in all, — have prevented me appointing him 
to the vacancy he had a right to. — I do not know particular- 
ly to what regiment he ought to be appointed : Congreft 
therefore will be pleafed to give him a commiffion for a re- 
giment from the ftate of Virginia, without mentioning the 
jaumber. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W^ 

F. S. Many copies of oaths are ftill wented. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Valley-Forge^ May 31, 1778. 

I HAD the honor to receive your favor of the twen- 
ty-fiftli inllant by dodtor Scudder, and that of the twenty- 
ninth, yefterdav afternoon, with the inclofurcs and packet to 
which thcv refer red. 

I (hall inform major Lee of the new arrangement of his 
corps, and will appoint the officers required. — Major Beattv is 
not in camp. The letter addreffi^d to him ihall be fent by 
the firft opportunity to Princeton, where I prefume he will 
he found. That for captain Smith is already difpatched to 
him. 

The en6my are yet in Pliiladelphia, though the whole 
chain of information for feveral days part afforded grounds 
to believe that they would have evacuated it before now. — I 
fnould fuppofe they are nearly prepared to do it, though the 
removal of the ftores and baggage of fo large an army re- 
quires confidcrable time, 

June K — I ihould be glad to know, in cafe Philadelphia 

is 
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h evacuated, whedier any and what line of condufl: is to b^ 
purfued refpeding the goods that may be left.— Such artielct * 
as come under the denomination of public flores will of courfe 
be tJfken by the proper officers for the ufe of tl^e ftates.r— The 
point on which I wKh diredlion is with refpe£t to goods an^ 
inerchandife, priyate property. I do not know whethcf . 
any confidcrable quantity may be left : but it has been fug- 
gefted, that, from an expe£lation of the fort, there are fou|c 
bringing into light their gold and filver for the purpofe of 
buying up. If there fhould be clothing fuitable for the army, 
perhaps there might be nothing unjuft in the public's taking 
ifhe preference, and Congrefs appointing one or two intelli- 
gent afiiye pcrfons of addrefs, acquainted with the city and 
with thofc who have the goods, with proper powers to puu 
chafe them. 

Whatever meafure may be thought expedient, it will be 
neceffary to a'dopt it as early as poffible, as the evacuation 
will probably take place in a Ihort time. Robert Morris, 
efquire, I fhould imagine, if the purchafmg fcheme is deter- 
mined on, will be able to point out proper perfons. Some 
gentlemen have mentioned meffieurs Samuel Howell and 
Thomas Franklyn as well qualified both on account of their 
integrity and attachment to our caufe, and from their know- 
ledge of the city and refidence in it ever fmce the enemy bad 
the pofleffion. — I have the honor to be, &cc. G. W. 

P. S. I was juft now honored with your letter of the thir-f 
ty-firft ultimo. 



Sir, Valley-Forgey June 2, 177S. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, agreeably to the tc- 

folutions tranfmitted in your favor of the thirty -firft ultimo, 

I fhall undertake the reform of the North-Carolina batallions 

in camp as foon as circumftances will admit. 

I fincerely wifli the legiflatures of the feveral date's had. 
pgiffed laws adopting the generous policy recommended by 

Congreli 
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► Cbngrefs in their refolution of the twenty-third of April. I 
saa a0ured by authorily not to be queftioned^ that, for want 
of this, hundreds, nay thoufands of people, and among them 
many valuable anifans with large quantities of goods, will be 
foiled from Philadelphia, who otherwife would willingly re- 
main. From report, their reluftance and diftrefs upon this oc- 
cadon are (carcely to be paralleled.— There are a few whofc 
cooduft has been fuch, that no aflfurances of fecurity, T pre* 
fume, could induce them to flay : and their departure, com- 
pelled and founded as it were in the approbation of their own 
eonfciences, would anfwer all the purpofes of example, efpe- 
cially if followed by a confifcation of property.— A profcrib- 
ing fyftem, or laws having tlie iame effedl, when carried to 
a great extent, ever appeared to me to be impolitic : and 
liheir operation fhould always ceafe with the caufes which 
produced them. Examples in terrorem are neceflary : but 
to exile many of its inhabitants cannot be the intereft of any 
jttate.— 1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



SlRy Failey-Forge, June 4, 1778. 

I TAKE the liberty to tranfmit you by exprefs the 
kiclofcd packet which juft arrived at our advanced poft by a 
flag from fir Henry Clinton. I alfo tranfmit a copy of a let- 
ter I received from him, of the thirtieth ultimo, and of ray an- 
fwer ; likewife copies of his and lord Howe's Utters which 
came to hand by the prefent flag. — The packet, I prefume, 
contains A6ls fimilar to thofe feat to me. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q. W. 



SiRy Head- Quarters^ June 7, 1778. 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors, of the 

fourth and fifth inftant, and with the refolutions and papers to 

which they refer. — I have taken mcafurcs to communicate 

the 
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the new eftablifliment of ihe army through the line; and ths 
(boner the arrangements can be made, the better. Should 
jhere appear further regulations neceflary, I (hall take the 
liberty to oflFer my fentiments refpeSing them. 

My principal defign, in addreffing you fo foon after the 
receipt of your letters, is to advife Congrefs of the arrival of 
the commiffioners. Lord Carlifle, governor Johnfton, and 
William Eden, efquire, are come over In this character, and 
got to Philadelphia yefterday. Lord Comwallis is alfo ar- 
rived. 

I have been juft favored with the inclofed Bridfh paper, 
^hich I tranfmit for your perufal— Some parts of it are verj 
interefting. 

By fome accident the copies of the refolutions of the tendsi 
of January, referred to in that of the fourth inftant, have 
been miflaid or loft. This circumftance lays me under the 
. neceffity of troubling you with a requeft for others. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 

P. S. I am told a refolution pafled about the nineteenth ul- 
timo, refpecSling the payment of prifoners either in the a£tual 
jpofieflion of the enemy, or on parole. I do not recolleS ta 
have been honored with it ; and, If there is fuch a one, I 
wifh to be favored with a copy for the government of my 
fii>ndu<2b. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Valley-Forge^ June 9, 1778. 

I WAS favored with yours of the fixth inftant, Inclof- 
ing copies of your anfwers to lord Howe and general Clin^ 
ton. The originals I fent in early this morning by a flag. 
—I have the honor to tranlmit you a duplicate of a letter I 
received frojm ilr Henry Clinton for the purpofe of procuring 
a paflport for do6lorFergufon (thefecretary to the king's com- 
miffionj to Congrefs, with my anfwer to him, — on the fubje£t 
of which, Congrefs vdll be pleafcJ ro favor me with their 
inftrudlions.-— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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SlR^ ' Ifeact'^uariers, June lO, lT}Si 

MAJOR Campbell of the thirteenth Virginia regiment 
trill have the honor of prefenting you with this* Hte is n^vr 
on his way, at the earneft felicitation of general M'ldtofh^ 
to ferve in the weftem department, and waits on Gongrefs, t6 
obtain (if they Ihall think proper) a commiffion for a lieu- 
tenant-colonelcy in the Virginia line, to which he has been 
entitled in the ordinary courfe fince the twentieth of Februaiy 
lafl:.— The major fuftains the chara6lcr of a good and ferave 
officer, and has behaved as fuch during his fervice*— -He is 
tlie more defirous of getting a commiffion at this time, as 
otherwife he may be commanded by the lieutenant-colonels 
to be, or who are, appointed to the two new regiments lately 
ordered to be raifed in that quarter. I do not know the par- 
ticular regiment to which he fhould be affixed : therefore, ii 
he obtains a commiffion, it may be left blank in this inftance; 
I have the honor to be, &c< G. Wi 



Sir, tJead-QuarterSy June 15, i^'jZi 

I HAVJL been duly honored with your favors of the 
eleventh and fourteenth inltant^ and with the inclofures to 
which they refer.— The refolution for fettling the value of 
tations which have become due fince the firfl: of January, and 
£xing the mode of payment, I fliall announce in this day^s 
orders, and hope it will be highly fatisfailory to all who are 
inteiefted in it. 

I have notified general Mifflin of tlie inquiry direfted by 
Congrefs on the eleventh inflant, by tranfaiittiiig him a copy* 
of their proceedings ; and he has obtained leave, on his folici- 
tation* to repair to York, &Cj to prepare for his defonce. 
This I thought myfelf under a ncccffity of granting, how-» 
ever inconvenient and injurioua^it may be to permit the ab- 
fence of officers at this period. 

Om. expcdatipns that Philadelphia will be evacuated in 

the 
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the courfe of a few days are again up. The information re- 
ceived yefterday through various channels, and in a pretty di- 
redk way> would feem to place the matter almoft on the foot- 
ing of certainty. 

We had about forty privates and twenty feamen exchan- 
ged on funday. Another party will be exchanged to day ^ 
and, according to agreement, the whole of our unfortunate 
men will be rcleafed as faft as we can bring down parties of 
the prifoners in our hands, to give for them. — It is thought 
by fome we fhall not have an opportunity of completing the 
exchange of all thofe in Philadelphia before the enemy leave 
it. — Mr. Boudinot has alfo fettled and adjufted the whole 
number of prifoners we are to account for (befidcs thofe 
now in adlual confinement) at nine hundred, which is lc& 
than half of the claim fir William Howe fo pertinacioufly 
and fo long adhered to. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



Hfad-Quartersi half-after eleven^ A AL June i8, 177R. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the pleafure to inform Congrefs' that I wa^ 
this minute advifed by Mr. Roberts that the enemy evacuated 
the city early this morning. He was down at the middle 
ferry on this fide, where he received the intelligence from a 
number of citizens who were on the oppoilte fliore. They 
told him that about three thoufand of the troops had eq;ibark- 
cd on board tranfports. The deftruftion of the bridge pre- 
vented him croffing.— I expedl every moment official ac- 
counts on the fubjcA. 

I have put fix brigades in motion > and the reft of the army 
ire preparing to follow with all poffible difpatch. We (hall 
proceed towards Jerfcy, and govern ourfelves according to cir- 
cumftances. — As yet lam not fully afcertained of theenemy'* 
deftination; nor are there wanting a variety of opinions as 
to the route they will purfue, whether it will be by land or fea, 
y admittinjf 
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admitting it to be to New- York. Some think it probable, id 
fuch cafe, that the part of their army which crofled the De- 
laware will march down the Jerfey fliore fome diftance, and 
then embark.— There is other intelligence conFoborating Mr. 
Koberts's> but none official is yet come. - 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

A letter from captain M<?lean, dated in Philaddphia, this 
minute came to hand, confirming the evacuation. 



Sir, Head-Quarters, June i8, 1778, yf;r o\lock^ P. M. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you this fore« 
noon, I received your letter of the feventeenth, with its feveral 
inclofures. — I am happy in the approbation of Congrefs re* 
fpe^ing my condudl to dodtor Fergufon. I could not find, 
after the matureft confideration on the fubje<%, that his paf-* 
fage through the country could be in any wife material, or 
anfwer any other purpofe than to fpread difaffeftion. 

I fhall take every meafurc in my power to prevent an inp 
tcrcourfe between the army and the enemy, and alfo between 
the inhabitants and the hitter. You may refl afTured tbat 
whatever letters come from their lines (hall be, as they ever 
have been, minutely infpefted ; and whenever they import 
any thing of an infidious caft, they ihall be fupprefTed. In 
this I truft I (hall not offend againft any rule of right, nor 
the ftrideft propriety. 

The letter for the commiffioners I fhall tranfmit by die 
carlicft opportunity : however their departure from Philadel- 
phia will prevent their getting it as foon -as they otherwifc 
>wou!d have done. — I cannot fay that I regret the delay: 
for there is no knowing to what acSls of depredation and 
ruin their difappointed ambition might have led. And per- 
mit me to add that I think there was no other criterion 
for Congrefs to go by, than the one they have adopted. 
The proceedings of the tvventy-fecond of April, it is proba- 
ble, have reached Britain by this time, and will fhew diat 

th« 
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the prefent powers of the commiffioners,— or at leaft thbfe we 
ire obliged to fuppofe them to poffefs, — are wholly incompe* 
tent t6 any valuable end. 

I have appointed general Arnold to command in Philadel- 
phia, as the ftate of his wound will not permit his fei*vices ill 
St more aftlve line. Colonel Jackfon, with a detachment of 
troops, is to attend him : and I flatter myfclf that order will 
be preferved, and the feveral purpofes anfwered, exprefled 
by Congrefs in their refolution of the fourth inftant* — Thd 
general fet out this evening, and I myfelf ftiall move with the 
fnain body of the army at five in the morning to-morrow. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 

P. S. By this conveyance you will be pleafed to receive 
the proceedings of the court of inquiry refpeding the loffes 
of the forts in the Highlands. 



Sir, Head-Quarterly Jufit \%\ 17^8* 

THE baron Steuben will have the honor to delivef 
you this. I do not know particularly the extent of his buG-»- 
nefs at York : but, from what he has communicated, it is 
in part to get the duties and powers of his appointment mi- 
nutely defined and fettled. I inclofe a copy of orders on the 
fifteenth inftant, which were ifTued to quiet the minds of the 
general officers, and to remove a fpirit of jcaloiify which but 
too apparently was rifing among them* Thefe contain my 
ideas of the principal duties of the infpeftor*s office, and, I 
have reafon to chink, are generally agreeable to the army.— ^ 
While I am on this fubjefl:, I mud do juftice to the baron^s 
intelMgence, zeal, and indefatigable induflry, from which we 
have experienced very happy efFefts. 

The inclofcd letter I tranfmit at the rcquefl: of captain 
Gibbs ; and I wifh to recommend him to the confideration 
of Congrefs. — He has been in the army from the commence- 
ment of the war, and in the capacities which he mentions.—- 
When Congrefs were pleafcJ to honor me with the appoint- 
VoL. II. U ment 
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mcnt of oflScers for the fixteen additional batallions, I offered 
to make fome provifioa for hiai : but tliis he declined, pre- 
ferring to remain in my family. The guard he commanided 
originally confifted of fifty men : but, fince the arrival of ba- 
ron Steuben, it has been augmented to a hundred and fifty. He 
advifed that there fhould be a feletft corps of this number to 
receive the manoeuvres in the firft inftance, and to aSt as a 
model to the army ; and propofed that it fhould be formed of 
the old guard company and draughts from theline.— Iprefume, 
—if it fhould be Congrefs'spleafure,— that a majority would be 
highly agreeable to the captain, and is as much as he expeds. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, June 20i i^ji, four o^clockt P.M. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I ara now ad- 
vanced with the main body of the army within ten miles of 
Coryel's ferry, and fhall halt to refrefh the troops, and for 
the night, as the weather is very rainy .^ — General Lee, with 
the fix brigades mentioned in my former letter^ will reach 
the ferry this evening. 

My lafl accounts from Jerfey were from general Dickin- 
fon, dated yeflerday at three o'clock, P. M. Thefe fay the 
enemy had then advanced to Eyrcflown, three miles below 
Mount-HoUy, and were bufily engaged in repairing the 
bridge which had been deflroyed. General Dickinfon ad(b 
that there had been a briik firing for fome minutes between 
the enemy and Maxwell's brigade, or a part of it, in their 
advance, — in which the former, according to the report of a 
defcrter, had fcveral killed. He further fays the militia had 
been [apprifcd] of their approach, were in good fpirits, and 
that he expedled to-day to be tolerably ftrong. — 1 have this 
minute written Iiim by exprefs, requelting him to acquaint 
me with their and his own iituation, — what number of men 
he has already coUedled, —and what further augmentations he. 
expc6lvS to receive. 
. I have the honur to be, &.c. G. W. 
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Sir, yune lly-'ttntniles fromCoryers^ 

THIS will be delivered you by major Wemp who 
has the care of fome warriors from the Seneca nation. Thp 
inclofed copy of a letter from our commiflioners will (hew 
that they are come to obtain the releafe of Aftiarix, ariother 
warrior, who ^^^s taken on the frontiers of Virginia. I ne- 
ver heard of the circumftance till I was informed of it a few 
days ago by a letter from general Schuyler. As the com- 
miffioners have confented to his exchange, and advlfed it, I 
have affured them it was agreeable lo me ; and I muft take 
die liberty to requeft that Congrefs will order it to be accom- 
pliihed as foon as poflible. 

I have treated them with civility) but declared at the fame 
time, in anfwer to their fpeeches both in council and as war- 
riors, — if they do not immediately ceafe hoftilities, and be- 
come our friends, or at leaft neutral, — that, the moment we 
are clear of the Britiih army, I will turn our whole force 
againft them and the other nations at war with us, and cut 
them ofFto a nfan. — They faw the main body of our army 
to-day ; which circumftance, added to the evacuation of Phil- 
adelphia, and the prefents I wrote general Arnold to make 
thehi, with other inftances of kindnefs, I truft, will have a 
happy influence on the afiions and difpofitions of their nation 
when they return. 

They are alfo attended by a few of our Oneida and Tuf- 
carora friends, who were thought neceflary to proceed with 
the truce. They had difpatches from their fachems for the 
immediate return of fuch of their men and warriors as wero^ 
here, on account of their apprehenfions of hoftilities by the 
Senecas, &c. — I confented to the mcafure, and direded that 
they fhould be furniftied with ample and fuitable prefents, if 
they could be obtained previous to their depaiture. — The ar- 
my is in march ; which will not permir me to add further than 
that I hare the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



U a 



292 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

Sir, Head-Quarter 5 y near CcryeVs, June 22, 17J8. 

I HAVE die honor to inform you that I am now in 
Jerfey, and that the troops arc pafling the river at Coryers, 
and are moftly over. — ^The lateft intelligence 1 have hadre- 
fpecling the enemy was yefterday from general Dickinfon. 
He favs they were in the morning at Moreftown and Mounr- 
HoUy ; but that he had not been able to learn what route 
they would purfue from thence ; nor was it eafy to determine, 
as, from their fituation, they might either proceed to South- 
Amboy, or by way of Brunfwic. — We have been a gooj 
deal impeded in our march by rainy weather. — Asfoonas 
we have cleaned the arms, and can get matters in train, we 
propofe moving towards Princeton, in order to avail onr- 
felves of any favorable occafions that may prefcnt thcmfelvcs, 
of attacking or annoying the 6nemy. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. Wj 



RngUJIitown^ Jix miles from Monmouthy June 28, 1778* 

Sir, half after eleven^ J, M. 

I WAS duly honored with your favor of the twentieth 

mftant, with the report to which it referred, and truft my 

fituation will apologife for my not anfwering it before. 

lam now here with the main body of the army, and 
prefEiig hard to come up with the enemy. They encamp- 
ed yefterday at Monmouth court*houfe, having almoft the 
whole of their front, particularly their left wing, fccuredby 
a marlh and thick wood, and their rear by a difficult defile, 
from whence^ they moved very early this: morning.— Our ad- 
vance, from the rainy weather, and the intenfe heat whcni! 
was fair (though thefe may have been equally difadvantagcous 
to them), has been grc;itly delayed. Several of pur men have 
fallen fick from tliefc caofes ; and a few unfortunately have 
fainted, and died in a little time after. 

We have a felcft ani ftyong detachment more forward, 
2. uodcf 
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under the command of major-general Lee, with orders to at- 
tack their i-ear if poffible. Whetlier the detachment will be 
* nble to come up with it, is a matter of queftion, efpccially 
befqre they get into ftrong grounds, — Befides this, Morgan^ 
with bis corps, and fome bodies of militia, are* on their 
fi94iks. 

I cannot determine yet at what place they intend to em- 
. l>ark. . Some think they will puih for Sandy-Hook, whilft 
others fuppofe they mean to go to Shoal-harbor. The lat- 
ter opinioa feems to be foundeU in the greater probgJjiliry, as, 
from intelligence, feveral veffels and craft are lying oflF that 
place. • 

We have nlade a few prifoners ; and they have loft a good 
many men by defertion. I cannot afcertain their number^ 
as they came in to our advanced parties, and puflied imme-« 
diatdy into the country. I think five or fix hundred is the 
leaft number that have come in, in the whole. They are 
i:hiefly foreigners. — I have the ho^nor to be, &c. G, W« 



Fields near Monmouth CauruHoufe^ J^f^^ 29, 1778, 

J HAVE the honor to inform vou, that, about feven 
o'clock ycfterday morning, both armies advanced on each 
otbcr^ About twelve, they m^t on the grounds near Mon- 
mouth CQurt-houfe, when an aftion commenced. We for- 
ced the enemy from the field, and encamped on the ground. 
Th^y topk a flrong poft in our front, fecured on both flanks 
by morafles and thick woods, where they remained till about 
twelve at night, and then retreated. — I cannot at this time go 
into a detail of matters : when opportunity will permit, I 
ihall take the liberty of tranfmitting Congrefs a more parti- 
cular account of the proceedings of the day. 

I have the honor to be, &cc. G. W. 

U3 
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Sir, EngUJIitQwiu July i, 1778, 

I EMBRACE this firft moment of leifure to gwc 
Congrefs a more full and particular account of the move- 
ments of the army under my command finge its paffing th€ 
Delaware, than the fituation of our aflFairs would heretofore 
permit. '' 

I had the honor to advife them, that, on the appearances 
of the enemy's intention to march through Jerfey.becomiiqf 
ferious, I had detached general Maxwell's brigade^ in con« 
junftion with the militia of that ftate to interrupt and impede 
their progrefs by every obftruftion in their power, f o as to 
give time to the army under my command to come up with 
them, and take advantage of any favorable circumfimnces 
that might prefent themfelves. The army having proceed- 
ed to Coryel's ferry and eroded the Delaware at that f^ce, 
I immediately detached colonel Morgan with a feied corps 
of fix hundred men to reinforce general Maxwel], arid maich^ 
cd with the main body towards Princeton. 

The flow advance of the enemy bad greatly the air of de- 
fign, and led me, with others, to fufpcft that general Clin- 
ton, defirous of a general a6lion, was endeavoring to diaw 
us down into the lower country, in order, by a rapid move- 
ment, to gain our right, and take pofleffion of the firoxig 
grounds above us. This confideration, and to give the 
troops time to repofe and refrefti themfelves from the fetiguci 
they h?id experienced from rainy and exceflivc hot weathefi 
determined me to halt at Hopewell townftiip about five miles 
from Princeton, where we remained till the Qioming of the 
twenty-fifth. 

On the preceding day I made a fccond detachment of 
fifteen hundred chofen troops under brigadier-general Scott, 
to reinforce thofe already in the vicinity of th(? enemy, the 
tnore effeclually to annoy and delay their march. The next 
day the army moved to Kingfton ; and, having received in- 
telligence that the enemy were profecutjng their route to- 

wanb 
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- -wards Monmouth court-houfe, 1 difpatched a thoufand fcleft 
men under brigadier-general Wayne, and fent the marquis 
^ De la Fayette to take the command of the whole advanced 
corps, including Maxwell's brigade and Morgan's light- in- 
ifantry, with orders to take die firft fair opportunity of at- 
6icking the enemy's rear. 

In the evening of the fame day, the whole army marched 
from fcingfton, where dur baggage was left, with intention 
to prcferve a proper diftance for fupporting the advanced 
cJorps, arid arrived at Cranberry early the next morning. 
TThe intenfe heat of thfe weather, and a heavy ftorm un- 
luckily coming on, made it impoffible to rcfume our march 
that day without great inconvenience and injury to the 
troop$. Our advanced corps; heing diflFerently circumftan- 
<*ed, moved from the pofition it had held the night before; 
and took poft in the evening on the Monmouth road about 
five mfles from the enemy's tear, in cxpeAation of attack-' 
jng them next morning on their march. — ^The main body 
having remained at Cranberry, the advanced cor]^ was: 
found to be too remote, and too far upon die right, to be^ 
fupported in cafe of ah attack cidier upon or from the 
enemy ; which induced me to fend orders to the marquis 
to file off by his left towards Engliihtown, which he ac- 
cordingly executed early in the mornipg of the twenty-fe- 
venth. 

The enemy, in marching from Allentown, had changed 
their difpofirion, and placed their beft troops in the rear, con- 
fifting of all the grenadiers, light infantry, and chaffeurs of 
the line. This alteration made it neceffary to increafe the 
number of our advanced corps ; in confequence of which, I 
detafched major-general Lee with two brigades to join the 
marquis at Engliflitown, on whom of courfe the command 
of the whole devolved, amounting to about five thoufand 
men. — The main body marched the fame day, and encimped 
within three miles of that^lace. Morgan's corps was left 
hovering on the enemy's right flank ; and the Jerf«y milida, 

U 4 amounting 
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amounting at this time to about feven or eight hundred men, 
under general Dickiiifon, on their left. 

The enemy were now encamped iu 4 ftrong pofition, witl^ 
(heir right extending about a mile and a half beyond d)Q 
court-houfe in the parting of the roads leading to Shiewfbury 
^nd Middletown, and their left along the road frpm Allcn^ 
town to Monmouth, about thre? miles on this fide thcxourtf 
l^oufe. Their right fl^nk lay on the fkirt of a ioaall wooi 
while their feft was fecqred by a very thick one,-«— a morafs 
gunning towards their rear^ and their whole front. coveredbj 
^ >YOod, and, for a confiderable e^teint towards the left, with 
^ morafs. — Iq this iltuatio4 they halted till the morning of 
the twenty-eighth. 

Matters being thu$ i|tuat|ed,— -ai^d haying had the beft in- 
formation, that, if thccneiny wereonc^ arrived at the heights 
of Middletown, ten or twpjve miles from where they were, 
it would he inipoffible t,a attempt any thing againft them widi 
2V profpedk of fi^cceCs, — I determined to attack their rear die 
moment; they fliould get in motion from their prefent ground. 
tcom»xniniQatcd n^y intention to general Lee, and ordered 
him to W'dkc his difpofition for the aUack, and to keep 
his -troops cqnftantly lying upon their arms, to be in readi-» 
nefe at the fliortefl: notice. — This was done wi:h refpedl to 
the troops under my immediate command. 

About five in the morning, general Dickipfon fent an ex- 
pVefs inforiTiiqg that the front of the enemy had begun their 
marchr I inftaptly put the army in motion, and fent orders 
by one of ray aides to general Lee to move on and attack 
them unlefs there fljould be very powerful reafons to the 
contrary, — acquainting hiii) at the fame time, tliat I was 
marching to fupport him, and, for doing it with the greyer 
expedition and convenience, fliould make the mei; difcncum- 
ber thcmfelves of their packs and blankets. 

After marching about five miles, to my great furprife and 
piortification, I met the whole advanced corps retreating,— 
^ud, as I wa3 told, by geacral Lee's orders,^without having 

made 
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made any oppofition, except one fire, given by a party un- 
der the command of colonel Butler, on iheir being charged 
by the enemy's cavalry, who were repulfed,— 1 proceeded 
imojediately.to the rear of the corps, wiiich 1 found clofeijf 
prcffed by the enemy, and gave dirediions for forming part 
q{ the retreating troops, who, by the brave and fpirited con* 
dudl pf the officers, aided by fome pieces of well-fcrved v* 
tiU^y,' cliecjced the enemy's a4vance, and gave time to mak^ 
a diipuiition o£ die left wing and fecoi^d line -of the army ^j^ 
pa an ominence, aiid in a wood a litde in the rear, covert 
J^ya i^cxrais in front. Qn this were placedfome batterie$ of 
cannon by lord Stirling who comman4ed the left wing^^vhi^H 
played upon the enemy widi great effect, atnl, iieccnded by 
parties of infantry detached to oppofe them, cfFcftually put 4 
flop to their advance. ... 

General Lee being detached with the advanced corps, the 
command of the right wing, for the occafion, was given to 
general Greene. For the expedition of the march, and to 
counterad any attempt to turn our right, I had ordered him 
to file off by tlie new church, two miles from Engliflitown, 
and fall into the Monmouth road, a fmall diftance in tl^^ 
rear of the court*houfe, while the reft of the column move^ 
direfUy on towards the court-houfe. — On intelligence of 
the retreat, he marched up and took a very advantageous po* 
fition on the right. 

The enemy, by this time, finding therafelves warmly op.- 
pofed in front, made an attempt to turn our left flank : but 
they were bravely repulfed and driven back by detached par- 
ties of infantry. They alfo made a movement to oar right 
\vith as little fuccefs, general Greene having advanced a body 
pf troops with artillery to a commanding piece of ground ^ 
V'hich not only difappointed their defign of turning our 
right, but fevercly enfiladed thofe in front of the left wing. 
—In addition to this, general Wayne advanced with a body 
of troops, and kept up fo fevcre and well-direded a fire, that 
di^ enemy were fpon compelled to retire behind the defile 

where 
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where the firft ftand in the beginning of the a£tion had beefl 
made* 

In this Gtuation the enemy had both their flanks fecmed 
by thick woods and morafTes, while their front could only 
be approached through a narrow pafs- I rcfolvcd ncverthc- 
Ich to attack them ; and, for that purpofe, ordered general 
Foot, with his own and the Carolina brigade, to move nmnd 
upon their right, and general Woodford upon thdr left, 
«nd the artillery to gall them in front* But the impedi- 
ments in their way prerented their getting within reach be^ 
fore it was dark. Tlicy remained upon the ground they 
had been diredied to occupy during the night, with inteo- 
tion to begin the attack early the next morning ; and the 
wrmy continued lying' upon their arms in the field of adiooi 
to be in readinefs to fupport them. 

' In the mean time the enemy were employed in removing 
their woundedj and about twelve o'clock at night marched 
anvay in fuch filence, that, though general Poor lay extreme- 
ly near them, they efFefted their retreat without his know- 
ledge. They carried off all their wounded, except four of- 
ficers and about forty privates whofe wounds were too dan- 
gerous to permit their removal. 

The extreme heat of the weather, the fatigue of the men 
from their march through a deep fandy country almoil en- 
tirely Jeditute of water, and the diftance the enemy had 
gained by marching in the night, made a purfuit impraftic- 
able and fruitkfs : it would have anfwered no valuable pur- 
pofe, it}(\ would have been fatal to numbers of our men, fc- 
veral of whom died the preceding day with heat. 

Were I to conclude my account of this day's tranfaftions 
without expreffing my obligations to the officers of the army 
in general, I (hould do injuflicc to their merit, and violence 
to my own feelings. They fcemed to vie with each other in 
manifelling their zeal and bravery. The catalogue of thofe 
who diftinguiflied themfelves is too long to admit of parti- 
eularifing individuals. I cannot, however, forbear mention- 
ing 
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ing brigadier-gcncral Wayne, whofe good condu£J: and bra*- 
"very through tlic whole aftion defcrves particular commcn*. 
Nation. 

' The behavior of the troops in general, after they recara* 
cd from the firft furprife occafioned by the retreat of the ad* 
Tanced corps, was fuch as could not be furpafled. — All the 
srtUlery, both officers and men, that were engaged, diftki- 
gttilhed themfelves in a remarkable manner. 

Inclofed, Congress will be plcafed to receive a return q(i 
0ur lulled, wounded, and rniiEng* Among the Arft wcr« 
^kutenant-coloi^el Buoner of Pennfylvania, and major Pjck^ 
infon of Virginia, both oiScers of diilii^uiilied mt/^yznii 
much to be regretted. — ^The enemy's (lain, left on theii^W^ 
and buried by us, according to the return pf the pcrfon^ alTigti- 
cd to that duty, were four oflScers and .two hundred an<l 
forty-five privates. In the former Qumber was the honorable 
colonel Monckton* Exclufive of thefe, they buried fome 
themfelves, ad ther<? were feveral new graves near the field 
of battle— tHow maiiy,4nen they may have had wounded^ 
. cannot be determined : but, from the ufual proportion, the 
number muft have been confiderable.— There were a few 
prifoners taken. 

The peculiar fituation of general Lee at this time requires 
that I ibould fay nothing of bis condu£t. He is now in ar* 
reft* The charges againft him, with fuch fentence as the 
court'-martial may decree in bis cafe, (hall be tranfmitted fot 
the approbation or difapprobation of CoRgrefs, as foon as it 
fliall be pafledt 

Being fully convinced by the gentlemen of this country 
that the enemy cannot be hurt or injured in their embarka- 
tion at Sandy-Hook, the place to which they are going,— and 
unwilling to get too far removed from the North-river, — 
I put the troops in motion early this morning, and fljall pro- 
ceed that way, leaving the Jerfey brigade, Morgan's corps, 
and other light parties (the militia being all difmifled), to 
hover about tliem, to countenance defcrtion, and to prevent 

their 
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dielr depredations as far as poffiblc. —After they embark, die 
former will take poit in the neighborhood of £lizid>eth» 
town, the latter rejoin the corps from which they were de^ 
ladled.—^! have the honor to be, &c» G. W. 



SiRj Campi near Brunfwicj July 7, 1 7781 

I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, on fanday 
morning, the left M'ing of the army moved towards die 
North-river j the right followed ycftcrday ; and the fecon4 
line, which forms the rear dividon, is alfo now in motiotL 
I (hall advance as faft as I can confidently with the circonw 
fiances of the weather and the health of the troops. 

The enemyi from the advices of our parties of obferva^ 
tion, were nearly if not all embarked yefterday. They have 
continued to defert upon all occafions. 

I fliould be extremely happy if the committee appointed 
to arrange the army would repair to it as foon as poiEble* 
Congrefs can form no adequate idea of the difcontents pre- 
vailing on account of the ^unfettled ftat^ of rank, and the un* 
Certainty in which officers are as to their future fituation. 
The variety of hands in which the power of granting of 
commiflions and filling up vacancies is lodged, — and other 
circumftanccs,— have occafioncd frequent inftances of young- 
er officers commanding their feniors, from the former hav- 
ing received their commiffions, and the latter not, —and 
thefe, not only in the line of the army at large, but in their 
own brigades, and even in their own regiments. — This, it 
will be readily conceived, is neccflarily produftive of much 
confufion, altercation and complaint, and requires the fpee- 
dieft remedy. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. By accounts from Monmouth, more of the enemy's 
dead have been found.-r-It is faid the number buried by us 
and the inhabitants exceeds three hundred. 
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Sir, Camp^ at ParamuSy July 12^ 1776* 

ON friday evening, I had the honor to receive ybut 
letter of the fcventh indant, with its inclofures. — ^TheVbttf 
of approbation and thanks, which Congrefshavc been pleafed 
to honor me with, gives me the higheff fatisfaftion, and at 
the fame time demands a return of my fincereft ackifbyo^- 
ledgments. — The other refolution I communicated with 
great pleafure to the army at large in yefterddy's orders. 

The left wing of the army, which advanced yefterday four 
miles beyond this, moved this morning on the route towards 
KingVferry. The right, and fecond line, which makes the 
laft divifion, are now here, where ihey willhalt for a day or 
two,— or perhaps longer, if no circumftances of a prefling 
liaturc caft up,— in order to refrefli themfelves from the 
great fatigues ihey have fuffered from the intenfe heat of the 
weather. 

We have had it reported for two or three days through 
fcveral channels from New-York, that there is a French fleet 
cm the coaft : and it is added that the enemy have been man- 
ning with the utmoft difpatch feveral of their fhips of war 
which were there, and have puflied them out to fea.— How 
far thefe facts are true, I cannot determine: but I (hould think 
it of infinite importance to afcertain the firft, if poffiWe, by 
fending out fwift- failing cruifers. The moft interefting ad- 
vantages might follow the information. — I will try, by every 
prafticable means that I can devife, 10 obtain an accurate 
account of the enemy's fleet at New-York. . 

I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W. 



• Sir, Campy ParamuSy July 14, 1778. 

I HAD the honor yefterday evening of receiving your 
very Important favor of the tenth inftant. — Colonel Laurens,, 
one of my aides, will fet out% this morning with a letter to 
the French admiral, the count D'Eftaing, inclofrng a copy of 

yours, 
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yours, and fuch other information as I have been able to 
collect, ks further purpofe is f<^r the eilablifhing a conven- 
tion of fignals in cafe of co-operatioiiy or to convey him fud 
knowledge of the enemy's naval force and pofltion> as may 
from time to time come under our cognifance. 
. It appears by intdligence of to-day that the count DTf- 
taing is off or near Sandy-Hoolr, having already feized feT^ 
X9l fifliing- boats on the Banks, in order to procure inforou- 
lion and pilots. 

The army is in motion, and will crofs the North-ri?er 
witli all convenient difpatch, where I (hall purfue fuch mea- 
fures as may appear bed calculated for innproving tlie pre* 
fent conjuncture. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Campy near PFhlte-Plalus^ July 22, 177?. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you on the 
fourteenth, I have been favored with your letters of the 
eleventh and feventeenth, with their refpe£tive inclofurcs. 
The next morning after the receipt of the former which 
came to hand on the feventeenth, I difpatched lieutenant-co- 
lonel Hamilton, another of my aides, with the bcft pilots 
and the mcft Ikilful maflers of fliips I could procure, to ati- 
miral count D*Eilalng, to converfe with him more fulJyoa 
the fubjecl of his operations, than I was able to direct lieu- 
lenani-coloncl Laurens to (Xo for want of the information 
which I afterwards obtained from major Chouin, and a 
knowledge in feveral other points befides. 

On funday night Mr. Laurens returned 5 and I found by 
Mm tliat it was the count's firil wiih to enter at Sandr- 
llook, in order to pofTefs himfelf of, or to dcftroy, if poffible, 
tirj whole of the Britifli fieet lying in the bay of New-Yorki 
?.!ivl that, for ihis purpofe, ho had been much engaged in his 
inquiries uWraz the depth of water, and in founding the 
channel to uleeitaiu it i the lefult of which was, that tl-iC 

S water, 
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^Vd^er, (rom the experiments made, was too (hallow at ihe en* 
-trance to admit his large {hips, — or, if they could be got hx^ 
ipippeared that it would not be without a great dad of difh- 
JfiB^ and rifk. After this difappointment, the next import- 
^^Mit obje£l which feemed to prefent itfelf was an attempt 
"* ' '^ Rhode-Ifland, which the count inclined to make 
eft I fhould advife the contrary) as foon as the Chi- 
frigate, which had carried his excellency monfi^ur 
"^'^fpirard into the Delaware, fliould rejoin him. 
.' . lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, who was well informed of 
ii ^;mr fituation and of my fentiments on every point, was in* 
^ ;:ftru£led to give the admiral a full and accurate ftatc of h&s^ 
" :; and to acquaint him what aid, and how far we could co-ope- 
,C late with him in cafe of an attempt either againft New- 
York or Rhode-Iiland ; and alfo to obtain his ideas of the plan 
1^ .and fyftem which he might think ought to be purfued, and 
[ to agree with him on certain fignais. 

T Previous to my difpatching Mr. Hamilton, from the ia- 
'. formation I received on my inquiries refpeciing the naviga- 
tion at the Hook, I was led to fufped (however intercfting 
^ and defirable the de{tru£tion or capture of the Britiih fleet 
might be} that it was not fuIBcient to introduce the count's 
(hips. Under this apprehenfion, I wrote general Sullivan on the 
ieventeenth by exprefs, that an expedition might take place 
in a (hort time againft Rhode-Ifland, and urged him at the 
fame time to apply to the ftates of MaiTachufcttSi Rhode^* 
liland and Connedicut, for as many men as would augment 
his force to five thoufand, and alfo to make every pofllblc 
preparation of boats, provifion, pilots, &c, as if the event was 
fixed and certain. 

From this time till about twelve o'clock on funday, the 
troops continued pafling the river, when I eroded with the 
laft divifion. On monday afternoon I arrived at this place, 
in the neighborhood of which, the right and left wing en- 
camped that night, with the fecond line a few miles in their 
rear. And here I am happy to add that their paflbge acrofs 

tbe 
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fh« river was t^cStcd wirhcc? aT!T accident, or widiontany 
more delzj than nccirTarily- :::rcndcd the wcri. 

Bt:rg pcrfuaded now fr^rr: the ccHTerfanon which I have 
had with fcreral pilots and maders of reflels, of charaflcTi as 
well as from the accounts of cd-er gentlemen, and colond 
Lanner.s's report on his rcram, that the pafling of the 
ccunf s fliips by the Hook vrculd be c::trcmcly pTecarioos, if 
Vfjt impTafiicab!c, — I dcterin-red Teftcrdar (which was as 
foon as It could be dene*, wirhcu: waiting for further intcl- 
Kgcncc upcn the fubjcct, to pet two brigades under march- 
ing orders. They accoTding!T marched this morning at two 
o'clock, for Rhcde-ISand, under the particular command of 
generals Varn 11 n and Glover refpeclirely, and both under the 
direftion, for the pre fen f, of the marquis Dc la Fayette. A 
water conxcyance was thcur^ht of, and wiihed for the cafe of 
the troops : but^ on confidcration of all circumftances, foch 
as the difficulty of providing veffcls, the change and preca- 
rioufnefs of the wind?, the rifk from the enemy's Chips, &c, 
their route by land was deemed by far the more eligible.— 
The force with general Sullivan, from the bed and lateft ad- 
vice I have been able to obtain, is about three thoufand.— 
A deta( hmcnt under colonel Jackfon will follow Varnum's 
and Clover's brigades. 

The iiulofed papers, N** I, refpefting eight perfons fent 
from Bennington, and ordered into the enemy's lines, came 
to hand ycdcrday. About the fame time I received a letter 
from go\ernor Clinton, containing a petition by the pri- 
foners, a jd a letter from the committee of Albany, all rc- 
inonllrating againll the proceeding. As this is a matter in 
which I have no authority to a6\, nor in which I mouU 
V'ifli to intermeddle, I take the liberty of referring it to Con* 
grefs, that they may decide upon it. — The prifoners are at 
V/oIt-Point, and ordered to be detained there for the pre- 
fent. 

I would alfo take the liberty of tranfmitting to Congreft 
a letter from captain Gibbs, and of recommending him to 

their 
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their confideration. His letter was to havie been fent by 
the baron Steuben before we marched from Valley-Forge : 
but his declining to go to Yorktown at that time, and- our 
move through the Jerfeys, delayed its being done. The 
captain has been in the army from the commencement of 
Ae war, and in the capacities which hs mentions. — ^When 
Congrefs were pleafed to honor me with the appointment 
of officers for the fixteen additional batallions, I offered 10 
make fome provifion for him: but this he declined, pre- 
ferring to remain in my family. 'The guard he originally 
commanded confided of fifty men ; but, fmce the arrival of 
baron Steuben, it has been augmented to a hundred and fifty. 
The baron advifed that there fhould be a feled): corps of this 
number to receive the manoeuvres in the firft inftance, and 
to aft as a model to the army ; and propofed that it fhould 
be formed of the old guard company, and draughts from the 
line. — I prefume, if it (hould be Congrefs's pleafure, a ma- 
jority would be highly acceptable to the captain, and that it 
is as much as he expefts. 

Eleven 0* clock J P, M. — I this moment received a letter 
firom colonel Ham ikon who is on his return to the army, 
dated the twentieth at Black- Point. He informs that the 
cJount D'Eftaing would fail the next evening for Rhode- 
liland, being convinced from aftual foundings that he could 
not enter his (hips. He was anxioufly waiting the arrival 
of the Chimere, but, at all events, meant to fail at the time 
he mentions. The admiral has agreed on fignals with Mr. 
Hamilton. — Immediately after this letter came to hand, my 
aide, Mr. Laurens, fet out for Providence, having many 
things to communicate to general Sullivan upon the fubjeft 
of his co-operation, which neither tune nor propriety would 
fuffer me to commit to paper. General Sulli\'an is direfted 
not to ccMlfiiie the number of his troops to five thoufand, 
but to augment it, if he (hall judge it neceflary to infurc 
bis fuccefs. 

I was informed by Mr. Laurens, that the count D'Eftaing's 
, Vol. IJ. X magaziac 
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magazine of bread is not fo large as we could wiiby and Aaf 
in the courfe of a few weeks he will be' in want. Tins ok 
cumftaoce I thought it right to mention : and I (hould fi^ 
pofe that any quantity of bifcuzt maj be provided ui a little 
time at Philadelphia. 

Tlie indofuies, N^ 2, are copies of three letters horn mf* 
felf to the admiraL — ^I flatter myfelf the preicnt ol ftodEf 
which I diredied for hinij on his firft arrivalj 'm behatf of tfaei 
ftateS) will be approved by Congrefs. 

The accounts from the weftem firontiers of Tiryon couo- 
fy are diftrefling. The fpirit of the favages feoms tor be 
coufed^ and they appear detersuoed on mifchittf and ha^ 
lK>c in every quarter. — ^By a letter from governor ClifitDOi 
of the twenty-firft, they have deftsoyed Springfidd and Ash- 
dreas-town» and are marching towards the fettlenaenta oa- 
die weft branch of the Delaware. Thefe incurGons^are e>» 
tremely embarraffing to' our other affairs, and I thinky wWi 
juftify a conclufion that fir Henry Clinton's intention was 
to operate up the North-river. Whether it may hare 
changed with cireumftancss, cannot be determined. 

I have detached the fourth Pennfylvania regiment and the 
remains of Morgan's corps, under lieutenant-Krolonel Butler^ 
and alfo colonel Graham with a York ftate regiment^ to co«' 
operate with the militia^ and to check the Indians^ if poffible. 
Colonel Butler is an enterprifing good officer, and well 
acquainted with the favage mode of warfare :• and I am fO 
fuaded whatever comes within die compafs of his force ani 
abilities, will be done. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Hcad'^iarterSi fVhUe'Plains^ July 26, 1778. 

THE baron De Steuben will have the honor of de& 

vering you this. — I am pxtremely fony that this gentlcman'f 

fituation and views fcem to have determined him to quit the 

fervice^ in which he has been heretofore atid 16 capable (tail 

9f 
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of being extenfively ufeful. Some difcontents, which arofe 
mmong the officers on account of the powers with which the 
office was at firft veftcd, induced me to arrange the duties of 
it upon a plan diflPerent from that on which it began. Thfc 
moving ftate of the army has for fome time paft, in a great 
degree, fufpended the exercife of the infpeftonite. When 
the troops marched from Brunfwic, the fcarcity of general 
officers,— moft of them being engaged with the court-mar* 
tial either as members. or witnefles, — occafioned my giving 
the baron a temporary command of a divifion during the 
march. On our arrival near our prefent encampment, I in- 
tended he fhould relinquifh this charge^ and refume his for- 
mer office^- for which purpofe a general order was accord- 
ingly iflued*' But I find that he is entirely difmclined to the 
meafure, and refolves not to continue in the fervice lUnlefs he 
can hold an a£lual command iii the line. 

Juftice concurring with inclination conftrams me to teftify 

that the baron has in every inftance difcharged the feveral 

trufks repofed in him with great zeal and ability, fo as to 

give him the fulleft title to my efteem, j\s a brave, indefatig- 

able* judicious, and experienced officer.— I regret there 

fliould be. a neceflity that his fervices fliould be loft to the 

army : at the fame time I think it my duty explicitly to ob- 

fcrvc to Congrefs, that his' defire of having an aftiial and 

permanent command in the line cannot be complied with, 

without wounding the feelings of a number of officers whdfe 

Tank and merits give them every claim to attention ; and 

that the doing it would be produftive of much diflatisf^iaion 

and extenfive ill confequences. This does not proceed 

feom any perfonal objeftions on the part of thofc officers 

^panfi the baton :— on the contrary, moft of them, whom 1 

law heard fpeak of him, exprefs a high fenfe of his military 

woirth. It proceeds from motives of another nature, which 

ttc too obvious to need particular explanation, or may be 

bmmed up in this^ that they conceive fuch a ftep would be 

^'^rious to their cffential rights and juft expc£laiion»« — 

X 2 That 
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.That this would be their way of thinking upon the fubjieS) 
I am fuily convinced, from the efFeft which the temporary 
command given him, even under circumflances fo peculiar 
as thofe I liave mentioned, produced : — the ftrongcft fymp- 
toms of difcontent appeared upon the occafion. 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 



Sir, Hcad'^mrtersy ff^hlte-Plaitis^ July 28> 1778. 

THIS will be prefented to Congrefs by general Put- 
nam. He arrived from Connedicut the day after I came 
into the neighborhood of this camp. — As I have not re- 
ceived any refolution of Congrefs refpediing the court of in- 
quiry which they directed, and whit h was tranfmitted them, 
on the fubjeft of the pofts in the Highlands taken laft year, 
I am at a lofs in what point of view to confider him.— He 
willies fome decifion in this inftance j and his journey to 
riiiladclphia is for that purpcfe.. 
, I liave the honor to be, i5ic. G. W. 



Sir, . Hcod-^imtLersy JVhlte Plainly Aug. ?, I J 78. 

] DO myfclf the honor of tranfmitting to Congrefs a 
copy of a letter from general Knox, and of fundry obfer\'a- 
ti'jns and rcmiirks on tlie ordnance eftablifhmcnt of the 
cKvenih of February, which I received about the tkne wc 
n. arched from Valley-Forge. Thefe would have been tranf- 
iiiiii ^l before, had it not been for the moving flate of die 
uriir/, and a variety of other objects which engrofled my at- 
tci'iiun. — We have found by experience that fome inconvc- 
ricnccs have refulted from the cftablifhmenr, which I con- 
ceive have proceeded principally from the total indept.v 
dcncc of the ccmmiiTary-general of military flores on ihtf 
coniniu:uli:ig officer of artillery. It feems fome alterations 
4irc necclTury : and what tliey fii;:ii be, Congrefs will be 
f lc4iwd :o dc^tcrmine. 

It 
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It is not without reluflance that I am conftrained to renew 
my importunities on the fubjeft of the committee of arrange- 
ment. The prefent unfettled ftate of the army is produc- 
tive of fo much diflatisfadlion and confufion, and of fuch a 
variety of difputes, that almoft the whole of my time is 
now employed in finding temporary and inadequate expedi- 
ents to quiet the minds of the officers, and keep bufinefs on 
a tolerable fort of footing. — Not an hour paffes without new- 
applications and new complaints about rank : and, for want 
of a proper adjuftment of this and many other efTential 
points, our affairs are in a moil irkfome and injurious train. 
We can fcarcely form a court-martial or parade a detach- 
ment in any inftance, without a warm difcufTion on the fubjeft 
of precedence 5 and there are feveral good olBcers- now who 
are forced to decline duty, to prevent difputes, and their 
being commanded by others who upon every principle are 
their inferiors, unlefs their having obtained commiflions be- 
fore them (from the opportunities they had of rhaklng earlier 
applications, from local circumftances) fliould-be confidered 
fufficient to give them a fuperior claim. — There are many 
other caufcs of ditTatisfaftion on this head : but I will not 
enter into a minute relation of them. I fincerely wifli that the 
gentlemen appointed, or fuch others as Congrefs may think 
proper to nominate for the occafion, would immediately re- 
pair to camp:— the prefent opportunity is favorable for re- 
ducing mattets to fyitem and order ; and, from painful ex- 
perience, I know there is an abfolute neceffity for it. 

I fhould alfo hope that Congrefs will excufe me for men- 
tioning again the necefiity there is for appointing fome bri- 
gadiers. — The MafTachufetts, by the refignation of general 
Learned, wants one : Pennfylvania, as general Hand is not 
here, has but one with the army : Maryland, which has two 
lirge brigades in the field, has only general Small wood •, and 
the North-Carolina troops, fince the departure of general" 
M*Intofli, have been without any. — As I had taken tlie li- 
berty upon a former occafion to offer my fentiments to Con- 

X 3 grefs 
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grefs and their committee upon this fubjed, I ihould not 
trouble them now, if I was not more aod more convinced 
that the fervice required promotions in this line. The frc? 
fluent changes which take place among the officers, where 
there are no brigadiers, are attended with great inconveni* 
cnce and detriment ; and they are an efie&ual bar to the in- 
troduction of difcipline* In fuch cafes, the officers know 
that their command is but temporary, always liable to ceafe) 
and therefore they do not find themfelves fufficiently in* 
tereiled Xo promote order and fubordination ; nor will the 
reft look up to them with that refpeCl and deference which 
are eiTentiaL Every day^s experience proves thiS} and 
^ews beyoad queftion that the affairs of a brigade can 
never be in a right train without a brigadier or fome general 
officer to direct them.-<-It is certain thefe appointipents, at 
tlie firft view, will add a little to the lift of expenfe : but 
in the end they will be a great faving, and produce many 
important advantages. — We are alfo a good deal diftrefled 
at this fime for major-generals. However, as this arifes 
more from the peculiar circumftances and fituation of many 
which prevent them from duty in the line, than from a de6- 
cicncy in the number appointed, I (hall not: add upon the 
occafion. 

There is another branch of the army, w}iich, in my opi- 
nion, p»ll§ loydly for the appointment of a general officer,— 
s^nd this j^ the cavalry. — For M^ant of a proper regulating 
head in this corps, the whole has been in confufion| and of 
l^ut very little fervice ; whereas, un^er a right management, 
it might be moft ufeful. The principal officers in it do not 
harmonife^ which circumftance, with their difputes about 
rank, would (were there no other objeftions) tSeStuzUj pre* 
vent the corps from gendering the public the fervic^s they 
have a Tigbt to expc£l> and of ^hich it fhould be capable. To 
promote any gentleman now in it to a general copimand, 
^Quld pot be acquiefqed in by the reft,-~uor do I ^qw th?X 

any 
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fimy of them wifli it 9— and it would increafe their mlfundey- 
Aanding, and, of courfe, diforder. 

I mean to draw all the horfe immediately together, when 

I truft they will be under the direfbion of a general officer 

appointed by Congrefs for the purpofe. Who he fliall be, 

* 'will jremain folely with them to determine. However, 1 wiH 

Jtakc the liberty to add that he ihould be intelligent, a£Hve, 

attentive ; and, as far as I can judge, general Cadwallader 

or general Reed would fill the poft with great honor and 

advantage.; though it would feem, from the feat the latter 

. has taken in Congrefe, and from his late appointment to the 

council of Pennfylvania, as if he had declined every military 

view* The abilities of thefe gentlemen, as well as theit at* 

tadmient, are generally known ; and I am led to believe that 

cither would be as acceptable to the corps as any perfon that 

can be foimd^ Indeed I have learned as much from two 

pf the colonels. 

I have been waiting with the moft impatient anxiety to 
hear of count D'Eftaing's arrival at Rhode-Ifland ; but aft 
yet I have not been fo happy. My laft intelligence from 
thence is a letter from general Sullivan^ dated at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon of the twenty-feventh, when be had no ad* 
vice of the fleet. — ^He was in high fpirits ; and, from thf 
preparation in which matter^ were, he entertained the moft 
flattering hopes of fuccefs in tlie intended enterprife^— Th^ 
brigades of Vamum and Glover, with Jackfon's detaclU 
inentj would arrive, I expe£l, on the fepond inftant. 

As the army was encamped, and there was no great pro* 
fpeBt of a fudden removal, I judged it advHable to fen(| ge« 
Heral Orieene to the eaftward on wednefday laft, being fully 
perfaaded his fervices, as well in the quarter- mafter line an 
in the field> yiroi^d be of material importance in the expedi* 
tioh againft the enemy in that quarter. He is intitiiatdy 
acquainted with the whole of that country, and befides* 
he has an extenfive incereft and influence in it. And, in 
Ji^ftice to general Qreene, I take occafion to obfcrre that 

X^ the 
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■the public is much indebted to him for his judicious mv» 
nagement and active exe^ions in his prefent department. 
When he entered upon it, he found it in a moft confufed, 
diftraded, and deftitute ftate. This, by his condud and 
^induilry, has undergone a very happy change, and fuch as 
.enabled us with great facility to make a fudden move widi 
the whole army and baggage from Valley-Forge in purfuit 
of the enemy, and to perform a march to this place. lo a 
word, he has given the mofl general fatisfa£i:ion, and his af- 
fairs carry much the face of method and fyftem. — I alfo 
confider it as an zQ. of juftice to fpeak of the condufl: of 
colonel Wadfworth, commiflary general. He has been in- 
defatigable in his exertions to provide for the army; and, 
iince his appointment, our fupplies of provifion have been 
good and ample. 

Auguji 4. — At feven o'clock in the evening yefterday, \ 
received the inclofed letter from general SuHivan, with one 
addreflcd to ipyfclf, a copy of which I do myfelf the plca- 
fure of forwarding. — I am exceedingly happy in the -count's 
arrival, and that things wear fo pleafing an afpect. 

There is another fubjedl on which 1 mud take the liberty 
of addrefling Congrefs, which is that of the clothier's de- 
partment. — I am perfectly fatisfied, that, unlefs this very 
important and interefting office is put under better regula- 
tions, the army will never be clothed. * * ♦ I believe 
both officers and men, particularly the latter, have fuffered 
greater inconveniences and diflrefles than foldiers ever did 
before, for want of clothing; and that this has not flowed 
more from a real fcargity of articles, than a want of proper 
exertions and provident management to procure them.— 
It is eflential that fomething fliould be done, and imme- 
diately, to place the department on a better footing. We 
have now a great many men entirely deftitute of fhirts and 
breeches, and I fuppofe not lefs than a fourth or fifth of the 
whole here who arc without fhoes. From the deficiencies 
in this line, numbers of defertions have proceeded,— not to 

mention 
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mention deaths : and, what is ftill worfe, the troops which 
remain, and fee themfelves in rags, want that fpirit and pride 
neceiTary to conftitute the foldier. 

I have been informed by feveral officers, and by fuch as I 
can depend on, that many of the late draughts are willing 
and deiirous of enlifting during the war. I do not conceive 
myfelf at liberty to give direction on the point, and thcfOr 
fore fubmit it to Congrefs to decide. However, if they caa 
be engaged for the ufual bounties allowed by the continenV 
after proper precautions are taken to prevent fraud, I think 
the meafure will be expedient. — It is true, our affairs have 
an agreeable afpedl at prefent: but the war may continac;, 
and we — want men. A third of the time of fome of them, 
^nd a half in the cafe of others, is already expired ; and, as 
they will rife in their views, and become more difficult in 
proportion as their fervice draws to a conclufion, — if the 
flep is confidered advifable, the fooner we attempt to enlift, 
the better in all probability will the work fucceed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G, W* 



Sir, White-Plains, Augufi 7, 1778, 

YESTERDAY afternoon I had the honor to receiver 
your favor of the thirtieth ultimo. — Major Gibbs is now at 
Rhode-Ifland. I fhall embrace the firft fafe opportunity to 
tranfmit him, your letter and the commiffion with which 
Congrefs have been pleafed 10 hqpor him. 

Since my letter of the third and fourth inftant, I liave re- 
ceived no advices from general Sullivan, fo that I can give no 
information of our operations againft the enemy in the eaft- 
crn quarter.— I am told the militia of Maflachufctts and 
Connedlicut were collefting faft, and proceeding to rein- 
force him. 

1 have the pleafure to acquaint Congrefs that major-gene- 
ral Lincoln arrived here yeflerday, and that he is happily fo 

far 
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far recovered from his wounds as tx> be able to take his c^aw 
aiand in the line. 

The inclofed paper from New^York came to hand laft 
l^ht^ It contains an account of the fire which unfoftib 
lutely broke out in thie citj on funday night, and of the da* 
mage which was occafioned by it. It alfo contains ths 
)ateft adTices that I have ihcn from Brit^Mn, and fuch ts 
appear to be intereftjing. 

I have the honor tp be, &c» G. W» 



Sir, Campj Jug. 7, 1778, ten t^^elofk^ P. M, 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you to-day, I 
feceived letters from the ccmnt D'Eftaing, and my aide, lieu« 
tenant-colonel Laurens* Thefe contain the lateft advices 
I hav&from Rhode-Ifland, — of which I do myfelf the pica* 
fare of tranfmitting copies by this conveyancCf 

J have the honor to be, he. G, Wf 



Sir, Whiie-Plains^ Augujl 1 1, 1778, 

I TAKE the liberty of tranfmitting to Congroft the 
inclofed letter which I juft now received from the paymaf- 
tcr-gcneral. They will perceive by it that the military cbcft 
is entirely exhaufted, ^nd that a third of the armj rc-r 
mains unpaid for the months of April and May. The im- 
portance and neccflity of an immediate and large fupply 
will at once appear ; and I am perfuaded it will be ordered 
and forwarded with all poffible expedition. 

Since I had the honor of writing by colonel Hcth on fun- 
4ay laft, I have not received any advices from Rhode-Ifland. 

I ha\€ the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 315 

Sir, Head' garter Si Wlite-PlqinSi Jfig, I3» 1778* 

I H^VE the honor to tranfmij: you ^letter from gc- 
lieral Sullivan, which, froni the tardinefs of the exprefies, it 
but jqft come to hand. I fuppofe it gives Congrcfs the? 
fame information communicated to me : but, left them 
ihould be any particulars 'mentioned in his letter to me which 
may not be contained in the one to you, I am induced to 
accompany the latter with a copy of tlve former. 

The papers fent from Congrefs to head-quarters, and re- 
turned, refpefking the cafe of major-general St. Clair, will 
be wanted immediately, as it is probable his trial will now 
very fpeedily come on. 

I beg you will excufe the trouble I give ypu in requefting 
you will favor me, in your next, with copies of the refolve 
of Congrefs for raifing the regiment of artillery in Virginia 
and appointing colonel Harrifon to the command of it,— 
and of another, paiTed the Jatter end of feventy-fix, for raif- 
ing three batallions of continental artillery. Some difputes 
about rank have arifen, which make thefe reiblutions nece£> 
fary ; and it happens that my papers of that period are ab- 
fcnt. — With the utmoft refped, I have the honor to be, 
&c. G.W. 

P. §. I requeft you will be pleafed to forward the inclofed 
to Mr. Sergeant without delay. 



{The following kttery without daUy appears to have been 
'written about the fifteenth of Juguji^ '778- j 

Sir, 

MR. Fuhrer and Mr. Kleinfmit have lately left the 
Britifli lines, and ocme in to u§. — The account they give of 
themfelves is this, that they had been firft-lieutenants in the 
Heflian corps, were taken prifoners at Trenton, reffded dur^ 
^ng their captivity at Dumfries in Virginia, were lately cx- 

Qhanged, 
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changed, and have fince reGgned their commifiions ; — that 
Itaving folrcited permiffion to come out from the enemy, and 
bemg rcfufed, they determined to leave them at all hazards^ 
and have now put their defign in execution. — The circum- 
ftances of their captivity are known to feveral officers in our 
•rmy. 

They are defirons of entering into our fervice, oblcrving 
that there are a number of German officers in the fame dif- 
pofition with themfelves, who will reGgn and join us, if they 
find that thefe meet with proper countenance. — It appears 
to me that important advantages may attend the encourag- 
ing .a difpofition of this nature (if it really exifts, — which is 
far from being impoffible) from the influence it will neceflk- 
lily have upon the foldicry by increafing that fpirit of defcr- 
tion and difcontent which already prevails among them* 

Congrefs will beft judge of the propriety of employing 
tbefe gentlemen. — I have been thinking in what manner it 
might bt done : and the mode leaft exceptionable, which at 
prefcnt occurs to me, is to authorife them to raife a corp& 
for themfelves, by enlifting fuch German inliabitants, and 
fuch deferters from the foreign troop.5, as may he willing to- 
engage. The corps at firfl, as it is only by way of experi- 
inent> need not be large, but may be aftcrvrards increafed as 
drcumftances fliall point out. This meafure, I apprehend, 
cannot be attended with any material inconvenience, arui 
may be produfttve of utility. If the gentlemen are employ- 
ed at all, it mud be in a new corps, as they could not be in- 
troduced into any of thofe already formed, without injuring 
the officers in them, and producing diffatisfa£^ion, murmurs, 
and refignations. 

I have founded them on the plan here fuggeft'ed, and they 
lleem to be very fanguine in ita fuccefs, and anxious to un- 
dertake it.— They expe£t fome augmentation in rank; and 
indeed it feems neceflary, in order the more effisdtually to 
iptereft others to follow their example : but caution Ihould 
lie ufed not to carry the idea too far, becaufe, befides other 

weighty 
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weighty confiderations, the higher the rank conferred oa 
them, the more difEcuk it will be to provide for thofe who 
may hereafter come to us, and who will of courfe frame 
their expc£tations by comparifon* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

• P. S. An additional grade, to the rank they held in the 
corps they come from, will, in my opinion, be fufficient. 



SlTl, Head-Barter Sy fPhiu-Plains, Aug. 1 6, 1 778. 

I TAICE the liberty, by the conveyance now offered 
me by captain Riley, to tranfmit to Congrefs the proceed- 
ings of the court-martial in the cafe of major-general Lee. 

The inclofed papers comprehend a requeft by general 
Phillips for an officer to go to Canada by way of the lakes, 
on the fubjeft of clothing for the convention troops. I do 
not conceive myfelf at liberty to anfwer general Heath upon 
the point, who referred it to me ; and requeft that Con- 
grefs will favor me with theif dire<9:ion as foon as they con- 
veniently can, that I may enable him to fatisfy general Phil- 
lips refpeclin^ it. 

I have not received a fingle tittle of intelligence from 
Hhode-lfland fince general Sullivan's letter of the tenth, a 
copy of which I tranfmitted in mine of the thirteenth. I 
am extremely anxious to hear from thence, and of count 
D'Eftaing's fafe arrival in port : the moment I do, I fhall dp 
myfelf the honor to advife Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Hcad'^artersy Whitc-PIahis, Ju^, 16, 1778. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you to-day by 
captain Riley, I received a letter from general Sullivan, a 
copy of which you have inclofed. From this it appears the 
count D'Eftaing had not returned with his fqt'adrpn on the* 

thirteenth 
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thirteenth inftant: and there is reafon to feair^ from the 
Tiolence of the weather ever fince, that he has not yet got 
ki. — This accident has much deranged oiir views ; and I 
(hall be happy if it does not totally defeat our enterprife 
againft Rhodc-lfland. — I feel much for the count. He has 
been peculiarly unfortunate in the combination of feveral 
untoward cireumflances to fruftrate his plans* 

The letter addreffed to you accompanied mine from ge* 
neral Sullivan. They were both delivered at the fame 
inftant ; and through inadvertence I broke the feal of yours. 
Before I had opened it, I difcovered the miftake ; and the 
contents have not been feen. This relation, I truft, will 
ipologife for the meafure. 

I have thd honor to be, &c. G. W« 

P. Si Your favov of the thirteenth has coriie to hand. 



Sir, Head-Barters^ PFbite-Plains, Auguft 19, 1778- 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit you a copy of a 
letter from general Sullivan, dated the feventeenth inftant, 
which I juft now received, with the letter inclofed. — It ap- 
pears that count D'Eftaing was ftill out with his fleet, but 
yet that the general was in high fpirits, and entertained the 
ftrongeft hopes of fuccefs* I flatter myfelf they are well 
grounded, and that in the courfe of a few days he will an- 
nounce the entire reduftion of the enemy's force on the 
ifland. 

The declaration refpefting governor Johnfton has been 
fent by a flag to the Britifh commiflioncrs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q, W. 



Sir, Head-Barter Sy PFhite-Plalns^ Augujl a I, 1778. 
YOUR favor of the fixteenth, with the feveral pa- 
pers to which it referred, came duly to hand on wedncf- 
day afternoon. 

I this 
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I this minute received from general Sullivan the letter I 
have now the honor of forwarding you^ with one addrefTed 
to myfclf. A copy of the latter i^ alfo incl0fed.-^The ge^ 
neral feems to have been very near the enemy's lines, and 
oh the point of opening all his batteries.— Things appear ta 
hfe in a promtfing tram- 

By advices from an ofiicer of rank and intelligence who* Is 
ftationed with a party in Monmouth county, I am informed 
that iixteen fliips entered the Hook on the feventeenth,— - 
one having a Sag; and that, on that and the precedhig 
dayi a heavy cannonade was heard at fea. 

I have the honor to be, &c. O. W^ 



Sir, Headquarters, PfhiteJ'PIalins, Juguji 21, 1778. 

1 DO myfclf the honor of tranfmitting ta Congrefs 
the incl^fcd memorial of colonel Rawlings, prefented in 
behalf of himfelf and the Maryland officers who were under 
bis command in the year 1776. The fads which are ftated 
ill it are generally true : and I cannot but feel myfelf ex- 
ceedingly intereftcd in favor of thefe gentlemen. The con-^. 
dtt£t of this whole coi^s, when Fort-Wafliington was at- 
tacked, is fo generally known and approved, that it is almoft 
unneceflinry to add upon the fubjeft. However I think it 
but juftice to obferve that every reprefcntatioit of that day's 
tran(a£Hon gave them the higheft credit. They fought with 
a degree of veteran bravery ; and^ though but a handful» 
they maintained their ground a confidcrable time, notwith- 
ftanding the moft vigorous effi^rts to force them. All who 
were fpe£lators upon the occafion have declared this \ and 
the enemy themfelves have not refufed them applaufe. 

It feema hard that officers of their merit fhould be over-* 
looked,— ^nd a lofs to the fervice that they (hould remain un • 
employed : but the confequences that woul4, attend their in'« 
corporation with any of the corps now exifling appear too dif« 
agreeable, to try the experiment. Colonel Rawlings himfelf, 
from ths information I havehad, does not incline to give '• 
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any uneaHnefs to the line of the army, and wbuM rather 
make a diilant part of it againft the Indians^ in cafe he could 
be provided for in that way. Captain Beall, who is charged 
with this, will be able to inform Congrefs more fully than I 
can of the wiflies of the colonel and the reft of his officers; 
and his account may lead perhaps to fome fuitable and prac- 
ticable provifion for them. — As I have obferved before, they 
arc men who deferve well of their country. — I only men- 
tion the Maryland officers upon this occaiion, becaufe that 
part of the corps which came from Virginia was provided 
for by the ftate in their prefent arrangement, as I have been 
credibly advifed. 

Mr, RawHngs was never in the complete and aflual com- 
mand of the regiment under his direftion as colonel, becaufe 
he never obtained a commiffion : but he became entitled to 
It according to the theii common rule of promotion by the 
death of colonel Stephenfon, and the non-acceptance of co- 
lonel Morgan who was appointed to it. Of the latter cir- 
cumftauce, Mr. Raw lings, I am perfuaded, was never ap- 
prifed, as it was kept a fecret from an apprehenfion that the 
enemy might claim an officer of the rank of colonel in 
exchange for Morgan who was then a prifoner on parole, if 
his promotion came to their knowledge. — Major Williams 
of the Maryland part of the corps was appointed by the ftate 
to one of her regiments now in the field, and is the only 
officer in his predicament I know of, that they arranged. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head- Quarter s^ fVhhe^PlainSi Augujl 24, 1 778. 

I HAD yeftcrday the honor to receive your favor of 
the twentieth inftant. -I take the liberty of tranfmitting you 
a copy of a letter which this minute came to hand from ge- 
neral Sullivan, advifing of the count D'Eftaing's arrival. 
He omitted to inclofe the admiral's letter to which he re- 
fers 5 and therefore I can giv^ no further intelligence than 
9 what 
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^)«rhat the copy contains.— ^From the fufFering of the fleet, 
the ftorm muft have been exceedingly fevere at fea* 

I alfo inclofe two York papers of the nineteenth ^ni 
twentieth. ITiefe n>€ntion an engagement off Sandy^Hook 
on the fixtccnth. It could only have been partial on the 
fide of the French fquadron at any rate, as the Languedoc 
and the feventy-four-gun fliip muft have loft their mafts be^ 
fore that time.— It would fcem by the account given in th^ 
papersj that the Ifis and fome other (hips on the part of the 
enemy had been damaged. 

I have the honor to be, &c. ' G. "W* 



Sir, Head' garter s^ fFhite- Plains^ Augujl 25, I778* 
INCLOSED you will be pleafed to receive a copy" 
of a letter of the twenty^-third inftant from general Sul- 
livan, which came to hand about half after three o'clock 
this morning, with the feveral papers to which it refers, 
copies of which are alfo tranfmitted. By thefe, Congrefs 
will perceive our profpefts are much changed with re« 
fyt£k to the operations againft Rhode^fland \ and that the 
iflue, as things are now circumftanced,*-^- whether we look 
to a continuation of the fiege, to an immediate attack, or a 
retreat, — ^muft be attended with great difficulty and riik.— 
I truft the wifeft meafures will be purfued \ and I will hope 
for the beft.— I have the honor to be, &c. G» W. 

P. S. General Sullivan, I think, muft be under a miftake 
as to the amount of the relief which the enemy had at- 
tempted to give from York,— I have ufed every poffible 
means to gain information from time to time on this head \ 
and I never could learn, either from deferters or others who 
had been in the city, that any troops had embarked (ince the 
reinforcement fent up the Sound long ago, except fome 
draughts to zOi in the fleet as marines. 



Xou II. 
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Head-^iarters^ White-Plains^ Auguji 31, 1778, 
Sir, three o'clock^ P. M. 

I WOULD take the liberty to inform Congrefs that 
colonel Armand is come to camp with his corps, and has 
applied to me for commiflions for his officers.— By the rcfo- 
lution for cftablifliing the corps, it was to be officered out of 
the foreigners then commiffioned in our fervicc, who were 
not nor could be provided for in any of the regiments* In- 
ftead of this, there are only three officers in this corps who 
before held any commiffions in our fervice, viz. lieutenant- 
colonel Vrigney, and captains Mercley and Shafner. The 
two lad were only lieutenants, and are now appointed to 
captaincies, contrary (it feems to me) to the fpirit and inten- 
tion of the refolution. 

As colonel Armand has departed from his inftruftions 
which mult govern me, I am not authorifed to grant the 
commiffions he requires, and am therefore under the neceffity 
of troubling Congrefs with the arrangement of the cdrps, 
N^ I, as it now aftually (lands for their confideration 
and decifion. — The colonel founds his deviation from 
the vefolve upon fome verbal intimation given him that the 
part \\\ quedion would not be infifted on. 

I would alfo take the liberty to mention that general Du 
Portnil latt'Iy delivered me a memorial, in which, among other 
thing?, he v.^prefents that he had made an agreement with 
Congrefb at lis fir(l appointment, that neither himfelf nor 
the other gentlemen with him fliould ever be commanded 
by any of the engineers who had preceded them in our 
r:rn'iv. -I < ould not but anfwer that the commlilions of 
r- of^Ts v/ere the only rule of precedency and command I 
]k.c1 1.^ MUi.^ehy, and, while others held fuperior appoint- 
vA-i'V^.^ I mull coiiTider them accordingly in the courfe of 
)< ivicr. i ie gave me the inclofcd letter to you upon the 
f..;.j....-, i.:uj - extremely .inxious to have the matter placed 
unoii a co/ij'.ii Jojun^' ; and, no doubt, it will be for the 

good 
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good and tranquillity of the fervlce that the claim be de- 
termined as fpeedily as poflible one way or the other. At 
tKe fande time I think it right to obferve that it cannot be 
expefted that colonel Cofciufko, who has been a good while 
in this line, and conduced himfelf with reputation and 
fatisfa£kion, will confent to a£b in a fubordinate capacity 
to any of the French gentlemen except general Du 
Portail. * * * 

Since I had the honor of writing you on the twenty-fifth 
inftant, I have not received a fingle line from general Sulli- 
van. The only intelligence I have from the eaftward is 
from monfieur Pontjobeau. This gentleman left Rhode- 
Ifland the twenty-feventh, and arrived about two hours ago 
in camp. From him I learn that our people were ftill on 
the ifland 5 — that it was generally thought they had made 
cffe£tual provifion for a retreat in cafe of exigency ; — that in 
the evening of that day he met monfieur Preville, an officer 
belonging to the Languedoc, at Providence, going with 
difpatches to general Sullivan, — who informed him that the 
French fleet had got into Bofton. — He further adds that 
monfieur Calonne who was in company with him at Pro- 
vidence, and who had more converfation with monfieur Pre- 
ville than he himfelf had, told him that monfieur Preville 
faid count D'Eftaing had failed or was on the point of failing 
again for Rhode-Ifland with ten fhips of the line and his 
frigates. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Your favor of the twentieth only came to hand 
juft now. 



Head-Barters, Wlite-Plainsy September I, 1 77 8, 
Sir, eleven o'clock, J. M. 

I DO myfelf the honor of tranfmitting you a copy of 
a letter I this minute received from general Sullivan.—-! 
congratulate Congrefs on the repulfe of the en^my, and only 
wiih our troops may be able to efFe^ a retreat, which feems 

Y 2 the 
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the mod eligible meafure Uiey can porfue in the prefent 
fituation of things. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head- garter i^ fyhiti-Plains^ Sept. 4, 1778. 

I have been duly honored wiJi your favor of die 
twenty-eighth and that of the thirtieth ultimo, with the 
fcveral inclofures to which they refer. 

Congrefs may rely that I will ufe every poflible means ia 
my power to conciliate any differences that may have arifen 
in confequence of the count D'£ftaing*8 going to fiofton, 
and to prevent a publication of the proteft upon the occa- 
fion.— Several days before the receipt of the refolution, I 
had written to the eaftward, urging the neccflity of har- 
mony, and the expediency of affording the admiral every af- 
fiftance to refit his fliips. This I repeated after the rcfo- 
lution came to hand *, and I have alfo taken opportunity to re- 
queft all the general officers here to place the matter in the 
mod favorable point of view whenever they hear it men- 
tioned. 

The five hundred guineas, which Congrefs were pleafed to 
order, came fafe to hand, and (hall be appropriated to the 
purpoleij they intended, and as the exigency of the fervicc 
may require. — For want of fupplies of this fort, we have 
been very deficient in intelligence in many important 
ard interefting points. In fome cafes, no confideration in 
paper money has been found fufficient to effe£t even an en- 
gagement to procure it: and, where it has been otherwife, 
the terms of fervice, on account of the depreciation, have 
been high, if not exorbitant. 

The defigns of the enemy, as to their future movements, 
remain yet entirely [in the dark'] : but the expeftation of their 
leaving the continent is daily decreafing. The hurricane 
feafon fccms oppofed to their going to the Weft-Indies ; and 
the paffagc to Europe in a little time will become more and 

more 
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more dangerous. Befides thefe, there is another circumftance, 
of feme weight, if true, to induce a belief that they mean to 
ftay. It appears by the papers that part of the regiments 
lately raifcd in Britain are ordered to Halifax. If the troops 
here were intended to be recalled, it would feem that fome 
of them would be fent to reinforce that garrifon fooner than 
troops from England or Scotland ; and hence I think it may 
be prefumed that another campaign will take place in Ame- 
rica, efpecially if adminiftration are difappointed in their 
cxpcftations from the commiffion. 

Where the theatre of war may be, muft be a matter of 
conje£i:ure. But, as it is an ack<nowledged fa£): that an 
army afling in the eaftern ftates muft derive flour for its 
fupport from thofe more wcftern, I fubmit to Congrefs the 
expediency, and, in my opinion, the neceflity, of eftablifli- 
ing, without lofs of time, magazines of this article at con- 
venient places (removed from the Sound) in Conne6licut 
and Maflachufetts. I am the more induced to wifh an 
early confideration of this point, as, by a fudden move of 
the army (fhould events make it neceffary), the departments 
of commiflary and quarter-mafter would be greatly diftreffed. 
Nor would fuch magazines, I (hould imagine, be attended 
with any confiderable lofs, though the army (hould not ope-^ 
rate in that quarter, as the flour would anfwer occafionally 
for our fhipping, and the furplus might in all probability be 
otherwife readily difpofed of. 

I take the liberty of tranfmitting to Congrefs a memorial 
I received from the reverend Mr. Tetard.— From the certifi* 
cates annexed to it, he appears to be a man of great merit ; 
and, from every account, he has fufi'ered in the extreme in the 
prefent conteft. His attachment, fervices, and misfortunes, 
feem to give him a claim to a generous notice : but, according 
to the new eftablilhment of the army, it is not in my power 
to make any provifion for him. I therefore recommend his 
cafe to the attention and confideration of Congrefs. 

5i,v o^clgckf P. J/,— —I this minute received a letter from 
T. 3 general 
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general Sullivan, of which the inclofure, N^ 2, is a copy, 
I (hall be exceedingly happy if a perfe6l reconciliation 
has taken place between him and the count and all the 
oflScers. — ^His letter will fliew feme of the reafons that lc4 
to the proted, and that it was the hope of our officers that 
it would have operated as a juftification to the admiral, to 
return againft the fcntiments of his council, efpecially as 
it coincided (as it is faid) with his own inclination. — 1 had 
thefe reafons from another hand when the proteft firft came. 

September 5. 1 was duly honored yefterday evening 

with your favor of the thirty-firft ultimo. — Though it is not 
cxpreffed in the refolution of that date that any other bounty 
is to be given to the men^ who engage for three years or 
during the war, than twenty dollars, I (hall take it for granted 
they are to receive the ufual allowances of clothing and land. 
— There are feveral continental troops whofe time of fervicc 
will expire at the end of the fall or during the winter. I 
{hall confider thefe within the meaning and operation of the 
rcfolve, though they are not mentioned j and (hall dired 
every necefiui y meafure to be taken to re-enlift them. 

From the exorbitant Hate, town, and fubftitute bounties, I 
am very doubtful whether twenty dollars will be found fuffi- 
cient to engage fo great a proportion either of the draughts 
or continentals, as was at firil apprehended. Our failure 
in the enterprife againfl Rhode-lfland will have its weight; 
and every day, from the approach of the fall and winter, 
will add new diflicukies. As it is a work of the mod eflcn- 
tiai importance, I will order it to be begun the inftant the 
money arrive^ : and, left, on experiment, the fum fliould 
prove too fmall, I would fubmit it to Congrefs whether it 
will not be expedient to pafs another refolve, authorifing 
a further bounty of ten dollars, to be ufcd as circumllances 
may make it neceflary. This can remain a fecret, and will 
;iot be carried into execution but in cafe of evident necefiity. 
- — I feel very much intcrefted upon the occafion, and have 
fubmitted this mpde, that there may not be the leaft polEblc 

delay 
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' delay in attempting to engage the men under a fecond ex- 
pedient if the firft fliould not fucceed. — The articles of 
clothing and blankets fhould alfo employ the utmoft atten- 
tion to provide them : we are now in great want^ particu- 
larly of the latter 5 there not being lefs than aftu- 
ally wanted at this moment. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S, The return of blankets has not come in ; and there- 
fore I cannot afcertain the deficiency by this conveyance. 



Sir, Headquarters, White-Plains, Sept. 4, 1778. 

I HAD the pleafure to hear this morning, by a let- 
ter from general Sullivan, of the thirty-firft ultimo, that he 
had effedied a retreat to the main, the preceding night, 
without any loft either of men or ftores. As he has written 
to Congrefs fully upon the fubjeft, and I feel their anxiety 
to hear it, I (hall not detain major Morris longer than to 
obferve that I think the retreat a mod fortunate, lucky, and 
well-timed event. 

Major Morris informs me he has heard that lord Howe 
was off Bofton with his fleet : and it appears by a New- 
York paper of the fecond, that rear-admiral Parker arrived 
at Sandy-Hook on this day week with fix fliips of the line, 
of feventy-four guns each, — which is corroborated by other 
accounts. — I tranfmitted the intelligence to his excellency 
count D'Eftaing yefterday and the day before, as it acquired 
more and more the appearance of certainty, — as I have regu- 
larly done every occurrence interefting to his fleet and our 
operations — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Head'^artersy White-Plains^ Sept. 7, ' 77S, 

I TAKE the liberty of laying before Congrefs the 

inclofed copies of a paragraph and fchedule contcuiuc' \i\ a 

Y4 !cLun' 
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letter from general Heath, which I lately received. Thefe 
will apprife Congrefsi if thejr are not already informedi of 
the fupplies of provifion and wood wanted hj the count 
D'£ftaing» and will naturally lead to a confidemtion of the 
ways and means to be purfued for furniflung them as fi^oii as 
poflible. 

Since I had the honor of addrefEng you on the fourth and 
fifth inftant^ 1 have obtained a return of the blankets which 
are now deficient. Tbis» and the faft approach of the faO, 
will fugged the neceility of the mod vigorous exertions 
being ufed to procure them. Not a night will pafs from 
thi^ time without the foldi^r^ feeling Uie want* 

J have tb? honpr to be, &c. G, W, 



Sir, Head-Barters^ fVhit^'Plains^ Sept, 12, 1 778. 

J DO myfelf the honor of returning to Congrefs the 
report of their comniictee on the fubjedl of an inipediorihip 
^tranfmitted in yoiir letter of the twentieth ultimo, which 
was not received till die thirtyrfirft), with fuch obfervations 
as have occurred to me in ponfidering the matter, and which 
J have made v^ith a freedom that I truft will be agreeable ta 
Congrefs.— I wjih it had been in my power to have returned 
it before : but the intervention of ^ variety of other important 
bufmefs from time to tin^e obliged me to podpone a con- 
^lufion upon the points till yederday, 

I have already, in a letter of the twenty-fi^th of July, 
delivered ?ny fentimcnts upon the confequences that woul4 
attend the baron Steuben's being appointed to an adlual and 
permanent commanci in the \\nt\ and therefore I will not 
trouble Congrefs wiih a repetition of them. However I 
will take the liberty to add that I ^m rpore and more con- 
vinced that what I then faid upon the occafipn was well 
founded ; and that I am certain fuch a meafure will produce 
at lead infinite difcontents and disquietudes aijiong the ge- 
per^l pflicerst 

2 I have 
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I have alfo had the honor to receive your favor of the 
fifth inftant, with the fevcral papers to which it refers. 
Thefe (hall have my attention as far as prafticable. — I hope 
•all the confederate troops are on the march from Philadel- 
phia, and) if they are not, that immediate orders will be 
given for their joining the army. 

The inclofed copy of a letter from general Sullivan, of the 
tenth inftant, will inform Congrefs that the enemy have not 
relinquifhed their burning plans, and that in this way they 
have deftroyed fevcral houfes, ftores^ and veflels, at and 
near Bedford. 

I was advifed on wednefday night that a body of them» 
confifting of four or five thoufand, under general Grey, had 
made a landing in that quarter, and were intrenching. In 
€onfequence of this, and from an apprehenfion that general 
Clinton might poflibly mean to operate to the e^iftward and 
form fome proje£l in concert with lord Howe againft the 
count D'Eftaing's fquadron, I determined lo move the troqpH 
from this ground to a rear pofition, better calculated to aff 
fprd fupport to the works on the North-river in cafe an at-? 
tempt (hould be made againft them, and at the fame time 
more convenient for forwarding detachments to the eaft^ 
ward, if the enemy point thiir operations that way. 

I was the more induced to come to this determination a9 
moft of the accounts from New- York feemed to lead to s| 
belief, as they ftill do, that a confiderable movement wa9 
and is in contemplation, if not an entire evacuation of the 
pity, and this by water, Befides thefe reafons, tlie princiv 
pal objeds for taking poft here do not now exift. One wa* 
to create every poffible jealoufy in favor of the expedition 
;^ainft Rhode-Ifland j another the con fuming the forage 
within its vicinity and towards Kingft>ridge. The former i^ 
pow over, and the latter in a great degree accomplifhed. 

I haye the honor to be, &g. Q. W, 
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Head-Quarters i near Frcdcricjburg^ September 23, 1 778, 

Sir, 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on die 
twelfth inftant, 1 have received your feveral favors of the 
tenth, twelfth and fixteenih, with the refolutions to which 
they allude. — I tranfmitted the Britifh conuniffioners the re- 
folvc of the fourth inllant refpefting the convention troops 
the morning after it came to hand, and alfo wrote to lir 
Henry Clinton upon the fuhjc£t of pa&ports. — I have not 
received his anfwer. 

With refpc<£t to the magazines, I have direftcd the com- 
niiffary to form them on the inland communication from 
hence to Bofton, at proper intervals. The tw^eqty thoufand 
barrels of flour that Congrefs have ordered to be purchafed 
w ill be a valuable addition, if they can be tranfported by 
water : but it feems to me there will he great ri(k of its be- 
ing loft, if it is fent by fea while the enemy have a fuperior 
fleet on our coaft. 

As the campaign is not clofed yet, all our cavalry are of 
nfc. They lie in the neighborhood of the enemy*s pofts, 
for the purpoie of reftraining their parties, and for obtaining 
and giving intelligence of their movements ; and they arc 
fubfifted upon the forage which would otherwife be cx- 
pafed to them. — I am fenfible that thefe corps are attended 
with great expenfe ; and the moment I think the fervice will 
admit of it, rhey or a part of them fliall be quartered in dif- 
ferent places diftant from the army, where they may be 
provided for on better terms. The price of forage, and 
die difficulty of getting it, are really objeds of great mag- 
nitude, and fuch as ftiould undergo feme regulation, if there 
IS any tliat can be adopted. — I received letters a few days ago 
from the commiffary and quartcr-mafter upon this fubjeft, 
copies of which, and of my letter in confcquence to the fe- 
ver?.), ftatcs from Maflachufetts-Ray to Pennfylvania inclu- 
11 vc, I take the liberty to indole. 

9 . Tht 
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The refolution prohibiting officers, except fuch as arc 
fpecially authorifed, to keep hoifes in the army or within 
forty miles of it, has been publifhed in orders, and I will 
take every ftep in ipy power to give it eiFed, 

I have confider^d the pra(ilicability of reducing the teamf 
employed in the army, and find, however defirable the objeA 
xnay be, that it cannot be done. We have not at this time 
inore than are abfolutely and indifpenfably neceiTary, nor fo 
piany as would be neceffary in cafe of a rapid movement : 
lieither does it appear to me that there can be a fubfticutioa 
of ox for horfe teams, at leaft to any great extent ; nor that 
^ny material advantages would arife from fuch a meafurc. 
There miglit perhaps be a fmall favjng in the article of pro^ 
.vender : but this, I fear, would be greatly over-balanced in the 
lofs of cattle that would be appropriated to the ufe of the 
commiffary's department — After a full invefligation of llic 
fubjedt, I believe we fliall be obliged to aJIiere to the kind of 
teams ^ye now employ, and that the only relief we (hall have 
in point of expenfe will arife from i'enuing a part of the 
horfes to places where they may be more eafjly foraged, when 
we have fixed our camp and quarters for the winter. 

I beg leave to mention to Congrefs that there is a necefiTity 
of fome mode's being eilablilhed, by which claims on the old 
guarter-mafterfliip, that remain unfatisfied, may bedilcharged. 
There are many of this nature; and thefe, ha\vcver well au- 
thenticated they may be, the gentlemen now in office do 
not conceive themfelves at liberty to adjuft, without ob- 
taining fome fpecial diredion for the purpofe. I am every 
day applied to for payment of fuch accounts, and, in many 
inftances, have been obliged, as well for the fake of juftice to 
individuals as for the public good, to order them to be tal<.en 
lip. It appears to me that Congrefs cannot be too early in 
their refolution upon this occafion, and that either the pre- 
sent department fhould be authorifed to fettle and pay fuch 
claims, or that fome perfons ihould be appointed and fuppli- 
^d with money for the purpofe. 

The 



3P, GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

The army marched from White-Plaiiis on the (jxtecnth in» 
ftanty and is now encamped in different places. — Three 
brigades, compofing the Virginia troops, part of the right 
wing, under the command of general Putnam, are at Robin* 
fon's near Weft-Point : and two brigades more, compofing 
die remainder, are with baron De Kalb at Fifhkill plains, 
mbout ten miles from the town, on the road leading to Shaion. 
The fecond line, with lord Stirling, is in the vicinity of Pre- 
dericft)urg ; and the whole of the left wing at Danbury under 
the command of general Gates. — Thefe feveral ports appear 
to be the beft we can occupy in the prefent doubtful ftate of 
things, as they have relation to the fupport of Weft-Point in 
cafe of an attack in that quarter, and are alfo on the com- 
munication to the eaflward, if the enemy point their opera- 
tions that way.— Befides thefe difpofxtions, general Scott with 
a light corps remains below in the country about KingV 
Street. 

The letter from fir Henry Clinton which I have the honor 
of tranfmitting was fent to me to-day by colonel Baylor who 
is pofted at Hackinfac. He fays he received one for me by 
the fame flag ; and, from liis note, he fuppofed he had charg- 
ed the horleman with it who juft arrived at head-qua iters. 
Through accident he forwarded yours to me ; and I think it 
probable that you will be troubled with mine. If this fliould 
be the cafe, you will be fo obliging as to return it to me by 
tlie tirft conveyance.— 1 was alio informed by colonel Baylor 
that a coiifiacrable body of the enemy landed at Paulus' Hook 
in the evening of tne iwenty-fecond, and were encamped that 
pight in the woods between lour and tive miles from the 
tov/n of Bergen. He had not learned their object : but it is 
likely they are after forage. 

I have the honor to be, 5cc, G. W. 
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Sir, Head'Qjzarters^ Fredcrlcjburgy Sept. 29, 1778.. 

THE following is an extraft of a letter of the feven- 
tcenth inftant, which I had the honor to receive from the 
count D'Eftaing. 

" I entreat you to promote the exchange of prifoners al- 
ready planned by monfieur Girard. The unhappy perfons 
taken before the commencement of hollilities cannot be fully 
regarded as prifoners : their lot is dreadful. The mode ad- 
opted for exchanging them by means of your commiffary, 
without introducing the king's name or mine into the tranf* 
action, removes a great part of the political diflSculties which 
before fubfifted/* 

I am an entire ftranger to the plan above referred to, or to 
the mode that has been adopted for exchanging by means of 
our commiffary. He is abfent from the army : and I muft 
therefore beg the favor of you to obtain from monfieur Gi- 
rard fuch information as will enable me to give direftions 
for carrying the count's defires into execution, if praftic- 
able. 

The marquis De Vienne, at prefent at Bofton, has requeft- 
ed a furlough of eighteen months to enable him to return to 
France, whither he is called by fome domeftic concerns. I 
do not conceive myfelf at liberty to grant his requeft without 
the permiflion of Congrefs, to whom I would beg leave to 
obferve, that, if agreeable to them, he may be indulged with- 
out prejudice to the fervice, as he is not attached to any par- 
ticular command. 

I have juft received an account from Jerfey, which I fear 
is too true, that colonel Baylor's reginjent of dragoons were 
furprifed in their quarters eke night before lail, and mod: of 
them killed or taken.— A few of the ftragglcrs liave come in, 
.who can give but a very imperfe£l account of the matter. 
They think the colonel and moll of the officers were made 
prifoners, and that the privates were put to tlic fword.— 

There 
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There were, I imagine, about one hundred men of the ro- 
giinent together when this unlucky accident happened. 

The ftay of die enemy jn Jerfey being longer than I ap- 
prehended, and not knowing what their real intentions may 
be, I have ordered general Maxwell to advance from Eliza^ 
bethtown to the neighborhood of Acquakenuiik bridge> and 
have fcnt over general Woodford's brigade from this fide of 
the river. I have alfo ordered general Pulaiki to advanct 
with as much expedition as poffible, and join the brigades.— 
Lord Stirling has this day gone over to take the command of 
the continental forces and militia who are ailembling in con- 
fiderable numbers. — If the enemy mean only to forage, they 
will be kept from extending themfelves, by thefe troops : and 
if they have any defigns upon the pods in the Highlands, 
tliey will be prevented from feizing the pafles leading to the 
forts, by lord Stirling, who will be between them and the 
enemy, and always ready to poflefs them. 

I have made proper difpofitions on this fide the river for 
the fecurity of the Highlands in cafe that body of the enemy, 
wlio are on this fide Kingfbridge employed in colle6Hng fo- 
rage, fhould advance. 

The fkctch of Rhode-Ifland, forwarded by this exprefs, 
was received from general Sullivan, and left behind by acci- 
dent when the la ft difpatches were fent off. 

I have had the honor of receiving yours of the twentieth, 
indormg an order for count Pulafki's legion to advance to 
Trenton. — I have the honor to be, &c. G^. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Fijlikllly O^ober 3, 1778. 

I AM honored witli your favor of the twenty -feventh 
of Scpf ember, with the inclorcd refolves of Congrefs, a copy 
of which has been tranfmitted to major-general Lincoln for 
his information and diredlioii. 

Being feparated from my papers, I am uncertain whether I 
mentioned in my lafl, tiiat, the enemy in the Jerfeys having 

received 
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received a reinforcement and made fome forward movements, 
I had thought it expedient to detach another brigade thither 
to Z&. in conjundlion with the one already there together 
with Pulafki's corps and the militia, and had fent major-ge- 
neral lord Stirling to take the command of the whole;— that 
I had alfo ordered major-general Putnam acrofs the river for 
the immediate fecurity of Weft-Point, and moved a divifion 
of troops to this place, to be nearer that poft.— 1 have fince 
come here myfelf, and propofe to remain till the views of the 
enemy on thd Jerfeys are decided ; though I have had no 
reafon to alter my opinion that nothing more than a forage 
is intended. — By the laft accounts, they had drawn in their 
out-parties, and refumed their firft bounds behind Hackin- 
fac river, at the liberty-pole and Newbridge. 

That part of Baylor's regiment which efcaped came off in 
the firft inftance, and were afterwards brought off^ in fo dif- 
perfed a manner that the number has not been afcertained : 
but, from what I have learned, I ftiould eft im ate the lofs at 
about fifty men and feventy horfes. — Major Clough Is dead 
of his wounds. — This affair feems to have been attended with 
every circumftance of cruelty. 

It is a fmall compenfation for this accident, that colonel 
Butler three or four days ago, with a party of infantry and 
horfe comprehending major Lee's corps, furprifed about a 
hundred Yagers below Tarry town, killed ten on the fpot, 
and took a lieutenant and eighteen men prifoners,— The 
roughnefs of the country facilitated the flight of the reft, and 
prevented the fuccefs being more complete. 

The proceedings in the cafe of general St. Clair accom- 
pany this letter. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have received advice of the arrival of a packet 
from England. 
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Sir, Hcad'QuarterSy Offober 6, 1778. 

THIS will be delivered to you by major-general the 
marquis De la Fayette.-^The generous motives^ wluch firft 
induced him to crofs the Atlantic and enter the army of the 
United States, are well known to Congrefs.— Reafons equally 
laudable now engage his return to France^ which in her pre* 
fent circumftances claims his fervices. — His eagemefs to o£« 
fer his duty to his prince and country, however great, could 
not influence him to quit the continent in any ftage of an 
unfinifhed campaign. He refolved to remain at leaft till the 
clofe of the prefent, and embraces tlus moment of fufpenle 
to communicate his wiflies to Congrefs with a view of hav* 
ing the necefTary arrangements made in time^ and of being 
illU within reach, ihould any occaGon offer of diftinguifliing 
himfelf in the field. 

The marquis at the fame time, from a defire of preferviog 
a relation with us, and a hope of having it yet in his power 
to be ufeful as an American officer, folicits only a furlough 
fufficient for the purpofes above-mentioned* — A relu£tatict 
to part with an officer, who unites to all the military fire of 
youth an uncommon maturity of judgment, would lead me 
to prefer his being abfent on this footing, if it depended on 
me. I (hall always be happy to give fuch a teftimony of his 
fervices as his bravery and conduft on all occaGons entitle 
him to % and I have no doubt that Congrefs will add fuitable 
expreffions of their fenfe of his merit, and their regret on ac* 
count of his departure. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The marquis is fo obliging as to take charge of i 
packet containing the proceedings of a court^^martial in gc* 
neral Schuyler's cafe. 
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To tie Board of fFar. 

tiead'^arttrs^ near Fredericjbur g^ Hover ii, 1778. 

. Gentlemen, 

^ THE inceflant and preffing applications of the of- 
ficers, and their teal diftrefs fpr clothings oblige nie to re- 
peat my wiihes to the board, to obtain the earlieft dire£lioix 
of Congrefs for relieving their wants.— They are in a very 
difagreeable (ituation in this' refpe£t: ; and, unlefs fome mode 
can be adopted for fpeedily fupplying them, many will be 
<d>liged involuntarily to quit the fervice^ or, if this ihould not 
be the cafe, we (hall be involved in perpetual Complaints^ 
and the mod painful applications. 

I do not recoIie£i, when the army was firft ^^ppointed, that 
there was any engagement on the part of the public that the 
officers fiiould be provided with clothing through their 
means ; nor has there been any expli<^t declaration iince, 
that I remember, for the purpofe : but the meafure has be«^ 
come indifpenfably neceflary ; and, without the interventioti 
of public aid, they never can be fupplied : for their pay, if 
tlie articles proper could be found in a private way, (from 
tht enormous and exorbitant prices now exa£led for every 
thing) would prove wholly incompetent to the end. 

There is however a refolution of Congrefs, of the twenty-' 
fecond of November laft, which points to a provifion through 
the public means and thofe of the dates individually taken* 
This has encouraged the officers to look for fuppUes in the 
manner there profeffizd; and their not being able to obtain 
. them makes them more uneafy perhaps than if the refolutioti 
had never pafled. 

I have written to meffieurs Otis and Andrews to make a 
return of the cloth, &c, in their hands, proper for officertf 
and alfo to advife me what quantities might be procured it^ 
cafe the board (hould dired a purchafe. This appears to bir 
the only practicable expedient at this timci fron wiu<:h re- 

voL.u. z m 
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lief can be drawn : and, if it is to be adopted, the agents 
cannot be too foon ordered to carry it into execution. — ^I 
really wi(h to be informed by the board by the firft opportu- 
nity whether the officers may expefl fupplies through the 
public (lores, that I may be able to anfwef them decifively 
upon the point when they apply. — As matters now ftand, I 
am in a very awkward and irkfome fituation. 

Since it is evident that the officers cannot provide them- 
felves with clothing, and that there is a neceffity for the in- 
tervention of the public aid, I would fubmit it to the boatd 
whether it may not be proper for them to form an eftimate 
of clothing, , proportioned to the numbef of officers in the 
surmy, for the confideration of Congrcfs, and to obtain their 
fan£);ion for importing the fame, if they approve the plan. 
This meafure, it feems to me, is the only one that can en- 
fure relief in future ; and it appears the more eligible as the 
lofs to the public will be infinitely lefs than if they procure 
the articles in the country, fuppofing that it could bd done. 
Befides this confideration, the officers then might be pro- 
perly uniformed and all placed on a juft and equal footing. 

If the board fhould be authorifed to dire£l an immediate 

purchafe of clothing for the officers, I will take the liberty 

to fuggeft that it may not be improper for them to enjoin 

on the part of the clothier a iivi€t compliance with the rc- 

folution of Congrefs which I have mentioned, in the iale« 

The officers fay that hitherto it has not had the neceflary 

and generous operation intended by Gongrefs ; but, on the 

contrary, in the few inftances in which they have been 

able to furnifli themfelves with articles from the public 

.ftorcs, that they have done it at the current exorbitant 

prices.— Indeed there are many matters in the department 

..which require a more perfedk and explicit arrangement than 

h.i3 tvcr bcpn made : and at prefent there is fuch a clafli- 

i«g of offices and officers that it is diiHcuIt to determine haw 

;0i' with whom bufinefs is to be tranfudcd. 

I liayq tU^ hopor to be, &c. C. W. 
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HeaH'^arierSi near Fredericjburg^ O^ober 14, 1 778* 

Sir, 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefTing you on the 
fixth inftant by favor of the marquis De la FayettCi I re* 
ceived your letter of the fecond with its inclofure* 

I do myfelf the honor of tranfmitting you an account of 
the engagement between the French and Britifli fleets on 
the twenty»*feventh of July, as publiflied by the Britifh ad- 
miralty-board. I received a printed copy of it lad night 
from New- York, which 1 have forwarded to his excellency 
count d*Ellaingfc — It is evident from admirdl Keppel^s own 
relation of the affair, that he was pretty feverely handled^ 
QOtwithftanding he afFeds in the conclufidn to mention that 
he wiihed extremely for an opportunity to renew the combat 
the next day. 

. We are ftUl in great fufpenfc as to the Operations and de- 
Egns of the enemy, though every pra£licable meafure has 
been ufed and is purfuing, to come at them. By late and 
dire£): accounts it would feem that fome troops at lead are 
going from New- York.-— A few days, I think, muft open 
their conduft dccifively. 

I have had the misfortune to hear that the Raleigh frigate 
has become a prize to two Britifh fhips of war after a lotig 
md very gallant refiftance« Captain Barry, finding that the 
frigate would fall into the enemy's hands, ran her afhore on 
Seali^Ifland, to which he efcaped in boats with about eighty 
of his hands, and from thence to the main. It is faid he 
took meafures for blowing her up, but was defeated in his 
purpofe by the perfidy of an under officer who concealed 
faimfelf and remained on board. 

I have the Tidnor to be, &c. G. W. 



Z 2 
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Sir, Head-Barters, Frcdericjbwrg, ORoh. l8, i;) 

I AM honored with yours of the nyith) inclofingti 
refolves to extend the embargo, and to prerent foreftai 
provifions. I hope the latter will have the deiired e££ 
for, unlefs that mod infamous pra£Uce of raifing the piioc 
of the neceifaries of life can be ftopped> it will be ifflpofli 
for any funds to fubfift the army. 

Inclofed you have the copy of a petition from the xA^ 
in New- York to the commiffioners. You may depend H 
the authenticity of it, as it is taken from a New-York pfH 
It fhould feem by this that they are extremely foh'citoosii 
anxious to know whether New- York is to be ganif)*! 
which implies a fufpicion on their part that it is to been 
cuated. — All accounts, fince mine of the fourteenth, cooi 
the report of a very confiderable embarkation. Itistf 
conGft of ten Briti(h regiments completed to their fait'' 
bliihment, and their grenadier and light companies addfl 
•them. This will make them amount to upwards of 
ihoufand men.— They have not failed. 

I cannot fay that I am fatisfied that a total evaenatio*' 
the city is intended this winter, although many iiihaW 
near the lines, and feveral out of the city, are of that 
nion. — I have fet every engine at work to procure full 
Kgence of their defigns ; and I hope to fucceed. Tk 
rent opinion of deferters and others is that the prcfert 
barkation is intended for the Weft-Indies : fome few 
faid that they have a defign upon Charlefton. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G 



Sir, Hcad-!^arters^ Frederlcjhurg^ Off oh. a4iC 

THE letter which I had the honor of addrelB? 

you the day before yefterday would inform Congrefsof 

embarkation and failing of a confiderable detachments^ 

enemy from New- York, and of the meafures I had li^ 

expecbs 
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cxpe^ation of and upon the happening of the event.— Whe- 
ther this will be fuccceded by a further embarkation, or by 
a total evacuation of the pods which tliey hold within the 
ftates, in the courfe of this year or the enfuing one, I cannot 
pretend to determine. But, as it will be right and prudent 
in us to provide for every contingency, I would with th^ 
greateft deference fubmit it to Congrefs whether it may not 
be proper for them to call upon the ftates to provide men in 
time for filling their refpeftive batallions, before or at any 
rate a^gainft the opening of the fpring, and in the fame man- 
ner as if there was a moral certainty that the war would 
be profecuted with all poflible vigor on the part of Britain* 
Should this not be the cafe, or fhould any events cad up ia 
the mean time to render troops unnecefTary, it will be eafy 
to difband the levies and to keep them from the field, - while, 
on the other hand, our relaxation in not providing them may 
fubjedl us at lead to many difagreeable confequences. 

Tlie general return of the infantry in the month of Sep- 
tember, tranfmittcd to the board of war by the adjutant-ge-r 
neral, and to which I beg leave to refer, will {hew Congrefs 
the whole amount of our reputed forc^ at that time. But I 
am to obferve, that large, very large dedu£i:ions are to be 
made from it on account of the columns of fick, and' the men 
(aid to be on command. Many under the former defcrip- 
tioD, particularly that of fick abfent, are a<9:ually dead) 
others, unfit for fervice ; and feveral, who have recovered, 
have deferted ; nor will the latter afibrd more than one half 
of its number in time of a£tion, as various duties, fuch as 
waggoning, dldanc guards, efcorts, &c, employ a great pro«i 
portion of thofe under this denomination. 

Befides the above deduftions, Congrefs will perceive from 
the return which I nov^^ take the liberty of tranfmitting, that 
there are four thoufand three hundred and eighty draughts 
and others, whofe terms of fervice will expire during and by 
the clofe of winter: for I am forry to add that our exertions to 
reengage the draughts and old foldiers in this predicament, 

Z3 for 
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for the xxiixH bounty, have proved fo far ineffe£lua] and 
without fucccfs. I have not tried what efFcft the additional 
grant of ten dollars might have : but I fear, and it feems to be 
the opinion of all Ihave confulted upon the occafion, that it 
would have but little if any influence. I know, in the cafe 
of the draughts and troops of one (late, that the offer of 
twenty dollars on the part of the continent, with a like al- 
lowance and an a£iual depofit of it by the ftatC9 has been no 
temptation. 

This general reludance and refufal is founded in the un- 
happy depreciated light in which the foldiery view the 
money, and their expe£lation of receiving immenfe ftatCi 
diftrlft, and fubftitute bounties. Whether grants or boon- 
ties by Congref8,T>earing fome proportion to thefe, to fuch 
as fliould enlift for the war, would be attended with better 
fnccefs, I cannot undertake to decide. The experiment 
may be made if they judge it proper : and if it proves an 
inducement of any extent, it will be an infinite faving tn the 
end. I believe however our fureft and only certain aids will 
be derived from draughting, which I truft piay and will 
be done by the dates on the recommendation of Congrefs, 
agreeable to the mode mentioned in my letter to their com- 
mittee when they firfl honored me with a vifit at Valley- 
Forge. The exertions to recruit by voluntary enliftments 
may ftill go on, as both modes in all probability will not pro* 
duce near as many men as may be found neceflary. 

In the cafe of the Carolina troops whofe fervice is ending 
every day, the officers fay that nothing will induce them to 
enlift, unlefs they can be permitted to go heme on furlough 
till the fpring. On this indulgence they feem to think feve- 
ral might be engaged. — The diftance is great, and there will 
be fome uncertainty as to their returning : befides, it will be 
fixing a precedent for others. — If Congrefs approve the plan, 
they will be pleafed to inform me by the earlieft opportu- 
nity. 

J am under fome difficulty about clotlilng the draughts, 

and 
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and the old foldiexs whofe fervice is expiring and will deter- 
mine every day. As Congrefs have never expreffed their 
fenfe upon the fubjeft, and this is increafed by a. letter 
which I received feme time ago from the board of war, 
which refpefts particularly the draughts, I muft earneftly 
requeft that Congrefs will favor me with the fpeedieft di- 
lfe£tion in the cafe, whether they are to be furniftied out of 
the fupplies coming on, equally with the other troops. At 
the fame time I will take the liberty to offer it as my opi- 
nion, that, however inconvenient or expenfive it may appear 
at the firft view to clothe them, the meafure will be necef- 
fary, and founded not only in huipanity but found policy. 
We have no profpedk now of levying men in any other 
way : and if they are not clothed, they will be exhaufted by 
ficknefs and by death j and not doing it may prove an infur- 
xnountable bar or at leaft a great obflacle to our obtaining 
future aids, though the exigencies of our affairs fhould be 
iievcr fo preihng. Yet the clothes may be withheld as long 
as circumftances will permit, as an inducement for them 
to enlift. In the inftance of the old foldiers who have not 
received the annual allowance of Congrefs, the point feems 
clearly in their favor. — The board fuggefted that the draughts 
might be fupplied out of the beft of the old clothes which 
might be given in by the troops on receiving new ones : — 
but unfortunately there will be few of any worth. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Barter s^ Fredericjhurg^ O^. 26, 1778.. 

I HAD the honor of your letter of the twenty-fecond 
inftant, with its feveral inclofures, to-day at noon.-r-I fhall 
pay a proper regard to the aft of Congrefs refpefting mon- 
ficur De Vrigney. — ^For information on the fecond refolve 
for obtaining a return of the re-enliftments, I muft beg 
]fave to refer Congrefs to my letter of the twenty-fourth.-— 

Z 4 I have 
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I have complied with the intention of ihi third, and trant 
mitred the ai£l to fir Henry Clinton^ whi^ relates to Mr. 
pranks. 

The certain intelligence of a large number of troops har* 
ing embarked at New-York, — the f«Kng of 2r confiderabk 
fleet concurring at the moment their departure was ezped- 
ed, — left me no room to doubt that the fleet which went out 
of the Hook on the nineteenth and e^rly the twentieth in« 
ftant contained the embarkation of which I had been ad« 
yifed. In the perfuafion of this, my letter of the twenty- 
fecond to your excellency was written } but, from more re* 
cent advices, and through various channels, |>es|riog every 
mark of authenticity, I am to conclude the fuppofition has 
been ill founded. — The above-mentioned fleet appears to 
Jiave carried away no other troops than invalids, the officers 
of the corps lately reduced, with fomc refugees. — The 
twenty- third inftant the troops which had embarked (till re- 
mained in the harbor. They arc fixed at ten or twelve Brit- 
i(h regiments, and fix of the new levies,--This fleet was 
probably compofed of homeward-bound vi£luallers, with 
fome merchantmen and other veflels which chofe to take the 
proteftion of a convoy. The accounts ftilj fay th^t they 
were accompanied by fourteen or fifteen fail of the l^ne and 
fome frigates. 

O^ober 27. — ^In my letter of the twenty-fecond I advifed 
your excellency of the meafurfcs I had taken to afcertain the 
pradlicabiiity of an enterprife againft Chemung. — I have the 
honor to inclofe the report of governor Clinton, general 
Schuyler, and general Hand, on the fubjeft. — I cannot help 
concurring with thefe gentlemen in opinion, and am per- 
fuaded from a number of confiderations that we muft lay 
afide all thoughts of an expedition againft that place for the 
prefent. Befides other neceflary preparations,. we have not 
yet been able to get forward the clothing for the army.*— 
The Congrefs will alfo perceive in lieutenant-colonel But^ 
ler*s journal, tranfmitted to your excellency in my letter of 

the 
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the twenty-fecond^iflftant, the great difficulties he had to €«-• 
counter in croffing the rivers at a much earlier feafon of the 
year.-^I have the honor to be, &c» G^ W# 



SjR> Head-Quarters^ near Fredericjburgi 0/f, 31, 1778% 
YOUR excellency's favor of the twenty-tliird in* 
ftant was delivered me yeflerday, with the refolution refped^* 
ifig monficur L'Eclifc, As foon as I am notified of the 
place of his refidence, I will give the neceflary direftion* 
for carrying into execution the humane and benevolent in« 
tension of Congrefs towards him. 

I take the liberty to inclofe a letter from dodlor Conolly 
irofpef^ing his fituation. His cafe^ I am perfuaded, will 
h^ve 4u^ attention, and fuch a determination as humanity 
and policy will juftify. 

By intdligence received yefterday evening, it is faid that 
tr^nfports with ten regiments on board had fallen down 
from York to the watering-place ; that there were feverat 
other (hips laden (not faid with what) ; and that there were 
others at the wharfs taking in troops.— I cannot tell whether 
this intelligence is certain : for we have been deceived of 
l^tc in points of information that feemed to carry equal 
marks of authenticity. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Juft as I was clofing my letter I received one from 
lord Stirling, dated yefterday at nine o'clock A. M. by which 
he informs me that on Wednefday and ihurfday about eighty 
fail of (hips, chiefly tranfports with troops, fell down from 
NewrYork to Staten-Iilund, and that fixty or feventy fail 
]^J tliere before. « 



SlR> Htad-^iarters^ November ^, 1778. 

QN wednefday evening I received your excellency's 
favors of the thirtieth ultimo and firft inltant, with their feveral 
inclofures.— I will direft the beft and cheapeft difpofition I 
can to he made of the cavalry for their accommodation in 
guarter^i and wJU inftrudi the fora^e-maftcr on the occa- 
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fion.-— The remittance to tl^e paymafter, which you men- 
tioiij I prcfume has come to hand, having been applied to 
by him to iflue an order for the payment of the troops for 
Auguft and September. — I have tranfmitted the letter from 
Nicholas Dapui and others, with the affidavits, to his excel- 
lency governor Clinton, and have ordered colonel Cortlandtto 
inarch with his regiment towards the Minifinks, and to take 
fuch poft as the governor may point out. — I have made a 
diftribution of the printed manifeftoes 5 and there is no doubt 
but the enemy will very foon be poflefTed of feme of tlie co- 
pies, and of newfpapers that contain them. 

By a letter from lord Stirling, of the third inftant, he in- 
formed me that the fleet at the Hook the preceding day in- 
ereafed to a hundred and eight fail ; and, that morning at 
fcYcn, weighed anchor and ftood out to fea. — I am impatiently 
waiting for further advices from New- York, and to learn 
whether any other and what movements arc likely to take 
place.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^uartersj Frederic/burg^ Nov. II, 177.8. 

I HAVE been honored with yours of the nineteenth, 
twenty-feventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth, ultimo. 

A tolerable fupply of fliocs has lately arrived to the iflu- 
ing clothier's (lore from the eadward, Pennfylvania, and 
Jerfey : and, if the difierent perfons employed in procuring 
that article will exert themfelves to keep up the fupply, I 
hope we fliall not be much diftrefTed during the winter, pro- 
vided we remain quietly in quarters. 

. It is much to be wiflied that Congrefs would come to a 
fpeedy refolurion concerning the procuring clothing for the 
oilicers at a price in proportion to their pay, more efpecially 
as tliey were ltd to expctl this from a refolve which pafled 
in 'November 1777.— If the clothing itfelf cannot be conve- 
niently procured, I imagine the alternative of allowing an 
adequate fum of money in -lieu thereof would be the next 
bed expedient. 

As the board muft- undoubtedly have experienced the 

many 
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many difficulties arifing from the want of a proper arrange- 
ment of the clothier's department, I hop^ they "\51yi prcfs the 
committee who have that bufinefs in charge,^ bring in their 
repoit, that the new fyft^m maybe carri^'d into execution 
without lofs of time. — ^Whether it has been owing to want 
of condu61: in the late officer, or his want of proper powers 
ind direftionSjT will not uildertake 10 determine : but the 
irregularity in that department has been an endlefs fource 
of trouble to me, and a great caufe of difcontent in the 
army. 

I have given the iffiiing clothier direftions to keep an ^c^ 
count of the marlcs and numbers of the bales of blankets, 
and of the quality of their contents, from whence you wid 
be able to trace from whom thofe fmall ones were purchafed. 
When the iflues are completed, you fhall have the account. 
—The direftions to Mr. Meafe were very proper.— If any 
corps want completing in any particular article which is not 
to be procured here, I will fign the order myfelf* 

In the prefent fcarcity of hats, the caps of which you 
have forwarded a pattern muft be ufed by way of fubftitutc. 
But an officer very attentive to the health of his men in- 
forms me that he found an inconvenience from the ufe of 
woollen caps lad wititcr inftead of hats : when the men put 
tliem off in the fpring, they many of them took violent colds 
from the fudden tranfition. They alfo contribute to Jceep 
the head dirty, — than which notching is more unhealthy, 

I find it impradlicable to carry rhe recommendation of the 
board, refpefting calling in the old clothes upon delivery of 
the new, into execution. The foldiers were not to be con- 
vinced of the good policy and economy intended by the ap- 
plication of the old clothes to hofpitals and the followers of 
the army, but looked upon it as an unjuflifiable attempt to 
deprive them of what they had earned by their year's fer- 
vice, and what (confidering the fcanty fupply of fome kinds 
of covering, blankets in particular) would help to make tliem 
inor^ coinfort^ble during the lyint^r. Thefe difcontents 
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were communicated to me, the moment they arofe, by fomc 
pf the bcft officers in the line ; which determined me to let 
the matter drop, more efpeiially as another argument wg$ 
made ufe of, which was un-anfwerable : this was, that, upon 
a fair fettlement, there v^ould be found a confid^rable defi- 
ciency of the bounty-clothing for a year or two pad, and 
that therefore it would be more equitable to make up the de- 
ficiency than to draw in the remains. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



SlR^ Head'^artcrs^ ^ovtmber II, 1778, 

ON wednefd;^y afternoon I received a letter from the 
Ikonorable Mr, Lee and Mr. Lovell of the committee for 
foreign affairs^ tnclofing a plan and fundry refolutions of 
Congrcfs for attacking Canada the next campa'ign in con^ 
jun6lioit with the forces of his mod chriftbn majefty,— 
and requeftipg my obfervations upon the fame to be tranf- 
mittcd to Congrefs, and a copy to be delivered to the mar- 
quis De la Fayette. Thefe difpatclies, through the indifpo- 
£tion of the marquis (who unfortunately was feized with a 
fever in his journey from Philadelphia, which ftill detains 
him at Fiflikill), were prevented comii»g to hand till that 
time : and the great importance and extent of the fubjed 
they comprehend would not permit me th^ honor of an 
earlier communication of my fentiments. — I hope Congrcfe 
will excufe my not complying with that part of the refolu- 
tion which requires me to deliver a copy of my obfervations 
to the marquis, as the manner in which I am obliged to treat 
the fubje6t opens fuch a profpeft of our wants and our 
weaknefTes^ as, in point of policy, ought only to be known 
to ourfelves. 

I am always happy to concur in fentiment with Congrefs } 
and I view the emancipation of Canada as an obje& very in« 
tercfting to the future profperity and tranquillity of thefc 
ftates : but 1 am forry to fay tlie plan propofed for the pur- 

pofe 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 349 

pofc docs not appear to me to be cligiMe under our prefent 
circumftances. — I confider ic as my duty, and what Con«- 
grefs expe£ls from me> to give my reafons for this opinioa 
-with that franknefs and candor which the importance of the 
fubjed demands ^ and, in doing this, I am perfuaded I (hall 
not fail to meet with their approbation. 

It feems to me impolitic to enter into engagements wkk 
the court of France for carrying on a combined operation -of 
any kind without a moral certainty of being able to fulfil our 
parts, particularly if the fir ft propofal came from us. If wc 
(hould not be able to perform them, it would argue either a 
want of confideration, a defeftive knowledge of our re^ 
fourcest or fomething worfe than cithjpr, which could not 
fail to produce a degree of diftruft and difcontent that might 
be very injurious to the Union. — In the prefent inllance, 
ihould the fcheme propofed be adopted, a failure on our 
part would certainly occafion in them a mifapplicatton 6f a, 
confiderable land and naval force which might be ufefully 
employed clfcwhere, and probably their total lofs. — ^It is 
true, if we were at this time to enter into the engagement, 
Mrc fliould be every day better able to judge whether it will 
be in our power to accompliOi what may be expelled front 
us : and, if we (hould £nd hereafter that our refdurces will 
be unequal to the undertaking, we may give notice to the 
court of France in feafon to prefent the failing of the troops 
and the ill effefts which might attend it. But bcfidcs that a 
projeft of this kind could not be embraced by France without 
Its having an influence on the whole fyftem of operations for 
the next campaign, which of courfe would receive fome de* 
rangement from its being abandoned, — a renunciation of this 
couM not fail to give a very unfavorable imprcffion of our 
foreGght and providence, and would ferve to weaken the 
confidence of that court in our public councils. 

So far from there being a moral certainty of our comply- 
ing with our engagements, it may in my opinion be very 
iafely pronounced, that, if the enemy keep pofleflion of their 
8 prefent 
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prefent pofts at New- York and RhodeJfland, it will be im^* 
pradlicable either to furmfli the men or the other neceflary 
fapplics for profecuting the plan. They will not attempt to 
keep thofe pofts with lefs than ten thoufand men and a con- 
fiderable navy.— If it (hould be thought bcft for the advan*- 
tagc of carrying on the expeditions intended^ to forego any 
offcnfive operations againft thefe garrifons, and to leave 
them in quiet pofTeiHon of fuch important places, we fhall 
at Icaft be obliged to provide for the fecurity of the country 
againft their incurfions and depredations, by keeping up a 
force fufficient to confine them within their own limits. It 
is natural too to fuppofe that the people's expedlations of 
being protedled will grow ftronger in proportion to the di- 
minution of the enemy's force, and the greater facility with 
which it can be afforded. They will hardly be content to 
continue in a ftace of alarm and infecurity from a force fo in-> 
confiderable, while the principal ftrcngth of the ftates is 
drawn out in the profecution of remote obje£bs. — If this 
reafoning is juft, we ftiall be obliged to have a larger force 
than the enemy, pofted in different places to prevent fudden 
inroads which they would otherwife be able to make at dif- 
ferent points : and the number required cannot be eftimated 
at lefs than twelve or fifteen thoufand men. This will be 
two-thirds as large a force as we have been able to raife and 
maintain during the progrefs of the war, as thefe calcula- 
tions both of the enemy's ftrength and of our own are meant 
to defignate the number of effe£^ive rank and file. 

If 1 rightly underftand the plan in confideration, ic re- 
quires for its execution twelve thoufand fix hundred men 
rank and file. Befides thefe, — to open paffages through a 
wiidemefs, for the march of the feveral bodies of troops, — 
to provide the means of long and difilcult tranfportations by 
land and water,-rto eftablifti pofts of communication for the 
fecurity of our convoys, — to build and man veffels of force 
neceflary for acquiring a fuperiority on the lakes, — thefe 
and many other purpofcs peculiar to thefe enterprifes, which 

would 
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woiHd l>e tedious in detail, will demand a much larger pro- 
portion of artificers and perfons to be employed in manual 
and laborious offices, than are ufual in the ordinary courfe 
of military operations. When we add the whole together, 
Ac aggregate number of men requifite for the fervice of the 
enfuing campaign will be little lefs than double the number 
heretofore in the field : but, to be more certain in the calcula- 
tion, it may be placed at only one-half more. 

Experience is the only rule to judge by in the prefent cafe* 
— Every expedient has been exhaufted in the preceding cam- 
paigns to raife men ; and it was found impoilible to get to- 
gether a greater force than we had, though the fafety and 
fuccefs of the caufe feemed abfolutely to require it. The 
natural and direfl inference therefore is that the refources of 
the country were inadequate to a larger fupply. I cannot 
then fee that we can hope upon any principle to be equal to 
fo much greater exertions next year, when the people and 
the army appear to grow daily more tired of the war, and 
the depreciation of our money continually increafing, and of 
confequence proving a fmaller temptation to induce them to 
engage. 

The ftate of our fupplies for tranfporting and fubfifting 
the troops will (land upon a footing equally bad. We have 
encountered extreme difficulties in thele refpeds, and have 
found that it was full as much as we were competent to, to 
feed the army we have already had, and enable it to keep the 
field and perform the movements required by the contingencies 
of the fervice. It is not likely that thefe difficulties will di- 
minifli ; but on the contrary they will rather multiply as the 
value of our currency leflens : and the enormous prices to 
which provifions have rifcn, and the artificial fcarcity created 
by monopolies, with what we have to fear from the efTe£l 
of the fame fpirit, give us no reafon to flatter ourfelves that 
our future profpedls can b^ much better. 

In this fituation of things we are h;ardly warranted to ex<* 
peft that we ihall have it in our power to fatisfy the de- 
mands 
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ai&nds of numbers fo much greater than we hare jet TxaA i» 
fuppl^y efpecially if we conlider that the icene of our <^ 
rations has hitherto been in the heart of the country far* 
aifliing our refources, which of courfe facilitated the draw 
ing them out,— and that we (hall then be carrying on die 
war at an immenfe diftance, in a country wild and unculn- 
vatedj incapaf>le of affording any aid, and great part of it 
hoftile. We cannot in this cafe depend on temporary or 
occafional fupplies as we have been accudomed, but mud 
have ample magazines laid up beforehand. The labor and 
expenfe in forming thefe, and tranfporting the necefiary 
fiores of every kind for the ufe of the troops, will be in- 
creafed to a degree that can be more eaGly conceived than 
defcribed. The tranfportation muft be, a great part ef the 
way, through deferts affording no other forage than hetb- 
age : and, from this circumftance, our. principal fubfiftence 
of the flefh kind muft be falted, which would not only be 
an additional expenfe in the additional confumption of b 
fcarce and dear an article as fait, but wpuld greatly increafe 
the difficulty both of providing and tranfporting.— My letter 
of the twenty-ninth ultimo (iranfmitting a copy of one from 
•die quarter-mafter-general) which 1 had the honor of ad- 
drcffing to Congrcfs, and to which I wifh to refer, will point 
out the difficulties and daily expenfe attending our fupplies 
of the article of flour only, in our prefent circumftances, 
cxclufive of its coft,— and lay the foundation for a fort of 
comparative cftimate to be formed of thofe ihat would at- 
tend the fupport of the troops when employed at fo great a 
di (lance. 

If, in addition to all this, we fliould have the French fleet 
to fupply during the winter, — the likelihood of which I have 
no fufficient information to ground a judgment upon, — it 
wHl appear ftill more imprafticable to fumifli the fupplies 
rcquifite for the extenfive operations propofcd. But, inde- 
pendent of this, the improbability of doing it is, in my ap- 
prehenfion, infinitely too great to juilify tlic undertaking. 

Tiu5 
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This reafoning is founded on a fuppofitiori that the enemy 
do not evacuate their,prefent polls at New- York and Rhode -^ 
Ifland : hor tail we prefume upon any paft appearances fo far 
as to determine the cdntraty, and enter into a national con«^ 
tra£):> the fulfilment of which at any rate, in my judgment, 
will depend on this event. Opinions on the fubjeft are va- 
rious, and the arguments on both fides cogent. Circum- 
ftances have hitherto been very indecifive : — at Rhode-Ifland 
there is nothing that looks like an evacuation, tHat I have 
heard of :— at New- York, the length of time elapfed fince 
the event has been expeded, which cannot be fatisfaftorily 
accounted ior, makes it not a little doubtful and problema*** 
tical. 

But if it were even certain that the enemy would fliortly 
leave thefe ftates, I fliould think our ability to carry on the 
expeditions meditated (from the nature of the country, and 
the remotenefs from tlie fource of our fupplies, joined to the 
'difcouraging date of our finances) too precarious to autho- 
Tife a preconcerted agreement with a foreign power, binding 
ourfelves to the attempt. On the other hand, if we were 
certain of doing our part, a co-operation by the French 
would, in my opinion, be as delicate and precarious an en- 
terprife as can be imagined. All the reafons, which induce 
France and the United States to wifh to wreft Canada and 
Halifax from the dominion of England, operate with her 
perhaps more forcibly to ufe every poflible effort for their 
defence. The lofs of them would be a deadly blow to her 
trade and empire. To hope to find them in a defencelefs 
ftate, muft be founded in a fuppbfition of the total incapa- 
city of Britain both by land and fea to afford them protec- 
tion. — I fhould apprehend we may run into a dangerous error 
by ellimaiing her power fo low. 

We have been informed that a flrong garrifon has been 
lately fent to Halifax, amounting, by report, to about four thou- 
fand men :-^a part of th« detachments which the enemy are 

Vol. IL A a now 



35+ GENERAL WASHINGTON'^S 

now making from New-Yotk are Gurrcntly faid to be, and iit 
^\ probability are, deftined for that place :-^ they evacttate 
entirely, a very confiderable part of their fbrcie wiU no doubt 
go there ^ and in any cafe wc m^y ei^pedl that reinforce- 
ments will be thrown from thence into Canada early in the 
fjpring. The Engli(h are now greatly fupeiior to the Fropdi 
by fea in Americsi and will from every appearance cfiOr 
tinue fo unlefs Spain incerpofe, — an event which I do not 
know w^are ai^thorifed to count upon. However^ as I am 
deftitute of information with refpe£i to. the prefent fti^te of 
European politics, this is a point upon which I caaform 
but an imperfe££ judgment : but if it fliould not takt? plac^ 
I think it infinitely probable^ from the maritinre Ctu^tioft 
and advantages of Halifax which rs reprefented as die ineft 
port and beft naval arfenal in America, — from the fecurity 
it is calculated to give to the general trade and poflfeflions of 
Britainj both on the continent and hb the Weft*Indies»-^ 
that it will be a ftation for a larger naval force than the 
one intended to convoy the French troops : — it will nar 
turaliy be the principal rendez-vous of the Britifix fliipa of 
war in America. If this pofition be admitted^ — ihould the 
Engliih have any knowledge or even fufpicion of the defigQ 
of the French court to fend a fleet up the river Saint Lau- 
rence, nothing will be eaGer than to intercept this fleet on 
its way, or to take or deftroy it after it has got in^ Nor 
can we flatter ourfelves with keeping this bofinefs a fecret» 
Congrefs perhaps will be furprifed to be told that it is al- 
ready in more hands than they fufpeft : and, in the progrefs 
of the negotiation in France,, it will get into many more. 
The preparations will announce the intention. — It is indeed 
a part of the plan to avow the dellination of the French 
troops, though this is to be contradi6led by the manner o£ 
their clothing, &c. — ^The ftationing troops this winter, as is 
propofed, particularly on the Mohawk and ConneSicut river, 
would be unequivocal proofe of the dcfign : it muft at leaft 

ezcicc 
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iixcite the ftrongeft fufpicioiiy flfas to put iheEngHfh na^^ 
tion upon their guards and niake them take precautions toi 
counteract it. 

But if the Freilch troops (hotild arrive before Quebec, I 
think their fiiccefs agdinft that ftrong placcj fortified by 
every advantstgo ctf nature and of art, Would be extremely 
deiubtfa}.— It is fiippofcd this capital poft will be found 
in fo weak a condition as to make its fuitefnder a matter of 
tmalei owing to the enemy's having previoufly drained 
themfelves for the defence of Detroit, Niagara, Saint John's^ 
Montreal, &c : but we cannot deperid that this will be the 
cafe:— they may eftecna it the part of prudence rather 
to £»crifice or at leaft to hazard the extremities in order 
to toUeSi their ftrength at the heart. Montreal indeed, and 
die poftseflential to it, muft be defended, becaufe the pofTcf- « 
fion of them would throw too large a part of the country 
inito oviT handg. But if reinforcements are fent to Canada 
early in the fpTing,-^a circumftance extremely likely,-^thef« 
may be attefuded to without too far weakening the ga'rrifon of 
Quebec; aftd, as before obfervedy we cannot build uporf 
their c'onduft's being regulated by an ignorance of our plans,' 
The French troops,- inftead of acoup-de-main, would in this 
cafe be reduced to the neceflity of carrying on a blockade. 

I will no?w fake the Kberty to turn my attention towards 
iiie opctations of our own troops. — The one againft Detroit ' 
t flial) at prefent fay nothing about : if well conduced, t 
Ibottld hope that place would fall without very great dif5> 
Cuky.— ^The cafe is very different with refpedl to Niagara. 
This, 1 amf informed^ is one of the ftrongeft fortrefles in 
America^ and can only be reduced by regular approaches or 
by famine. In accompiifhing this, laft war, and a conqueft 
iis far as Montreal,- 1 believe general Amberft e^thanfted two 
Cathpaigiisy with all the advantages which he derived froni 
the united efforts of Btftain and America, with every con- 
Tenience for water- tranfportation, inclutfing plenty 6f fca- 
m^fh ztid v^ith aaoney that commanded every thing which 
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cither country could fumift. The former mode would re* 
quire great perfeverance, time^ and labor, and an apparatus 
which it would be almoft imprafticable to tranfport. The 
latter is praaicable, but very difficult. To efkSt it^ we nmft 
gain a fuperiority on the lakes. The enemy have already a 
refpediable force there : — if they fufpeft our defign, whidi 
they cannot fail to do from the meafures to be takenj diey 
may improve the interval in adding to it i and, by providing 
materials and artificers upon the fpot, they may be able to 
increafe it fo as to keep pace with us. It is therefore eafy to 
fee that we ought not to be too fanguine in the fuccefs of 
this expediiiony and that, if a moderate force be employed in 
the defence of Niagara without degamiflilng Quebec and the 
intermediate polls, its reduftion will be a very arduous taflc 

The body of troops to penetrate by way of the river Saint 
Francis mud meet with great ohftacles : they will have a 
march of about a htindred and fifty miles from Cohofs, which 
is about a hundred and fixty miles beyond Hartford, a great 
part of which is through a hitherto-uninhabited and tracklcfs 
country, with an immenfe train of waggons : all the ftorcs 
and provifions for the whole march, and the future fupply of 
the troops, at Icafl till they fliould get footing in Canada, 
mud accompany them from the beginning. The impedi- 
ments and delays in fuch a march almoft exceed conception. 

When arrived at the Saint Laurence, frefli obftacles proba- 
bly would prefent themfelves. The prefumption is, that, if 
the enemy could not make head there, they would dcfolate the 
country through which they were to pafs, deftroy all the 
provifion and forage, remove every kind of water craft, and 
demolifh the materials for building others. Thcfe precau- 
tions being taken on the Sorelle and Saint Laurence would 
pretty eiTeclually obflrucl our progrefs both to Montreal and 
Cadoroqui, — to fay nothing of the rapidity of the current 
and the numerous rifts between Montreal and Lagalette. 

When we deliberately confider all the obftacles in the exe- 
cution, and the dii5cultics we fhall find in preparing tlie vaft 
9 magazinei 
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magazines required, whidi have been already enumerated, 
if within the compafs of our refources, we (hall be led to 
think it not very improbable that this bo^y may be unable to 
penetrate Canada, at leaft in time to co-operate with the 
French troops, if a co-operation fliould be neccflary. The 
£tuation of thefe troops then would be delicate and dan- 
gerous : — expofed to a defeat from the united force of the 
enemy, in great danger of having their retreat cut off by a 
fuperior naval force in the river, they would have every 
thing to fear. On the other hand, if our operations fhould 
be as fuccefsful as we may flatter ourfelves, a tempeft or a 
Britifli fleet may deprive us of the expefted aid ; and at a criti- 
cal moment we may find ourfelves in the bofom of an enemy's 
country, obliged to combat their whole force with one in- 
ferior and reduced by a tedious and wafting march. The 
five thoufand men, when they arrived in Canada, would pro- 
bably little exceed four capable of fervice ; and would be ftill 
kfs, if out of them we fhould eftablifli pofts as we advanced, 
to infure a retreat and protedl efcorts of provifion which muft 
follow for future fupport. Thus an accident in either cafe 
vould involve the defeat of the whole projeft 5 and the cata-* 
ftrophe might be attended with the moft unhappy confequen«» 
ces to America. 

The plan propofed appears to me not only too extenfive 
and beyond our abilities, but too complex. To fucceed, it 
requires fuch a fortunate co-incidence of circumftances as 
could hardly be hoped, and cannot be relied on ; — the de- 
parture of the enemy from thefe ftatcs, without which we 
cannot fumifli the ftipulated force, or fupplies to maintain 
them, — fuch a want of power or want of forefight in the 
enemy as will oblige them to negleft the reinforcement of 
Halifax and of Canada, and prevent them, however conve- 
niently fituated, from difputing the pafliige of the four fhips 
of the line and four frigates up the river Saint Laurence, or 
attempting their deftruftion afterwards, — fuch a combination 
of favorable incidents as will enable feveral bodies adling fe- 
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paratcly and independently by fea and land, and from diSctf 
tilt countries, to conrorra to times and periods fo as to br 
fure .a co-pperation ; — tbefe and many other circumftancci 
muft confpjre, to give fuccefs to the enterprife. 

Congrefs, I am perfuaded^ had powerful reafons for fixing 
fhc convqy at the number they have : and their fuperior iii'. 
formation refpeSing the aflFairs of Europe at this jundure 
pnables them to judge much better than I can pretend to do, 
of its fufficiency. But, from the imperfedt view I have of the 
matter, 1 have been led, in confidering the fubjedt, to look 
upon it as infuflicient. From the general tenor of intelligence^ 
the Eiiglifli out-number the French in the channel : in Ame- 
rica, both on the continent and in the iflands, they are great- 
ly fuperior. Jf the lafl Toulon fleet is eniploycd iu the Me- 
diterranean, the French may have the fuperiority there : but, 
upon the whole, the balance of naval force feems hitherto to 
be on the fide of the Englifli. If we add to this that the num- 
ber of ihips of war in the French ports, built- or building, 
bears no comparifon to the number in the Englifti ports,—? 
and that Britain, notwlthftanding the diminution flie has fut 
fered, is flill a kingdom of great maritime refources,— we 
fliall be difpofed to conclude that the preponderance is too 
likely to continue where it is. The interpofition of Spain 
indeed would make a very interefting change : but her back- 
wardnefs heietolbre feems to be an argument that (he is with- 
Jield from interfering by fome weighty political niptives: 
and how long thefe may cojitinue to reftrain her, is a quef- 
tion I am unqualified to determine, - 

Befides thefe general ohjedlions to the plan which have 
been ftatcd, there appear to me to be fome particular ones 
which I fliall take the liberty to point out. 

In the firft place I obferve there are to be five thoufand 
fnihtia employed in the two expeditions againft Detroit and 
Niagara. — The drawing into fcrvice fo large a number com- 
ppfed chiefly of hufoandmen, in addition to what may be 
found necelTary for otlier exigencies on the coaft at fo inter- 
efting 
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cfffing a feafon of the year, will certainly be very injurious 
to the culture of our lands, and muft tend to add to the defi.^ 
^iency of fitppliesu But this, though not tp be overlooked, is 
not the principal objedtion. — In the expedition againft Dct- 
troit, militia jpeihaps may anfwer, as it k not a port .of very 
great ftrength, and may pojUbly be abandoned on pr in a little 
time after the approach of a fo rep that cannot be oppofed in the 
field, and the garrifon proceed to reinforce that of Niagara. 
^But even here troops of another kind would be far prefer- 
able. However, the cafe will he very different with lefpedl 
10 this laft :~it is, as I have before mentioned, one of thil 
llrongeft fortreffes of America, and demands for its reduc- 
tion the very beft of troops. Militia have neither patience 
nor perfeverance for a iiege. This has been demonfl:rate4 
fcy all the experience we have had. An attempt to carry 01^ 
one which fliould materially depend on them would be liable 
to be fruftrated by their incotiftancy in the mod critical mo- 
ffients.!— Agreeabie to the plan under confideration, three 
thoufand five hundred out of five thoufand fix hundred arc to 
t>c militia. 

It is a part of the plaa th<it the troops fent agaiipft Detroit, 
whether fuccefsful or not, are to form a junilion witl? thofc 
at Niagara. It appears to me on the oontrary, that the exr 
peditiop againft Detroit^ under the prefent arrangement, mufb 
ftand on its own bottom, and have no other objcdt than the 
reduciing that place and deftroyiog the adjacent Indiaji fettle- 
ments. Lake Erie is certainly occupied by two armed vefr 
fels of fixteen and eighteen guns, and, it is faid, by ^ve or fi^ 
others of fmaller fize, having two, thre;e, or four guns each, 
which, while the enemy hold Niagara, will prevent the com- 
munication of our troops by way of the lake, — to fay no- 
thing of the want of batteaux for tranfpoitation. A com- 
munication by land muft be performed through an extent of 
more than four hundred miles, and a great part of this at 
Jeaft under many difadvantages of route, and through tribes 
gf lioftile Indians. 

A a 4 Mv 
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My knowledge of the country is not fufl&ciently accurate 
to enabljc me to difcover the reafons which determined Conr 
grefs to .divide the force dedined againft Niagara, and to apr 
point the niarph of one body from Ononguaga to that place. 
It feems to me howevpr that this difpofitjon might be fubje<i 
to one great ipconveaience, which is, that, if each column be 
not fuperior to the whole colledive force of the enemy, they 
rilk being beaten feparately and fucceffively, befidps the trou- 
ble and expenfe of preparing as it were for two expeditions 
inftcad of pr>e,r— of opening two roads inftead of one, — and 
the uncertainty of a co-operation (if no difafler (hould hap- 
pen to cither) at the moment when it might be neceflary. 
The inquiries I have as yet had it in my power to make arc 
oppofed to the pradicability of conveying cannon in the 
route from Ononguaga to Niagara, or at lead place it as a 
point infinitely doubtful : and, without cannon, npthing can 
be cffedled againft that poft. Upon the whole, the great 
matter cffential to fuccefs againft Niagara is to fubdue th? 
enemy's force on lakes Eric ai^d Ontario, particularly th? 
liittcr. Tins once done, and the garrifon by that rneans cuf 
otF from its fupplies, t))e fort will be likely to fall an eafy 
prey. Here our efforts fliould be direftcd : nor do I at prcr 
fent perceiye the purpofes to be anfvvpred by the body go- 
ing from Qnopguaga, unlcfs the dcvaftation of the interme- 
diate Indian villages be the objedl, — which perhaps may not 
be equal to the rifk, labor, and expenfe, and the more fo as 
they would fall pf courfe if we fliouU fucceed in the general 
operation. 

The cantoning five thoufancl troops this winter on Con- 
necticut-! iver, under our prefent profpcdls, will, in my opi- 
nion be impradLJcable, and, in any cafe, unadvifabie — When 
I had the honor of writing to Congrefs in September laft on 
the fubje6l of a winter campaign into Canada, I had been led 
by [colo'dcl] Bailey, and other gentlemen acquainted yvith th^ 
country, to expedl that very confiderable magazines of pro- 
yifions miglu be laid up on the upper parts of that river. 
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But It appears on experiment that their zeal for the expedi- 
tion made them too fanguine in the matter. The purchafes 
fali far, very far fliort of what was expected. Thd^Sfficul- 
ties of tranfportation, as reprefenred by the quarter-mailers 
and commiflaries, fupported by fads that fpeak for themfel ves, 
are fo great and complicated that I fliould have no hope of 
being able, from remote parts of the continent, to throw in 
the quantity requilite for fubiifting thefe troops during the 
winter, and at the fame time of forming the magazines which 
would be neceflary to profecute the expedition in fpring. 
We may be endeavoring to form the magazines : but the 
troops cannot be on the fpot this winter ; otherwife they 
will exhauft the provilion as faft as it can be coUcdcd.— 
The fame objeflion applies to the ftationihg troops on the 
Mohawk-river. 

In eftimating our force for the next campaign, it is to be 
considered that upwards of four thoufand of the prefent army- 
will have completed their term of fervice by the laft of May, 
nexty and that a great proportion of the remainder, will have 
done the fame about the clofe of the enfuing fail, unlefs they 
can be induced to re-engage, — of which the ill fuccefs of our 
prefent exertions to enlilt thofe vvhofe engagements are about 
to expire affords but an uni'avorable proipedt. This and the 
general' temper of the oflBcers, diflutistied much with their 
fituation, will fuggcft a ftrong argument againft the extenlive 
projefts in contemplation. 

In whatever point of light the fubjecl is placed, our abi- 
lity to perform our part of the contrail appears to mc in- 
finitely too doubtful and precarious to juliify the undertaking. 
A failure, as I have already obfcrvcd, would involve confe- 
quences too delicate and dilagreeablc to be hazarded. But, 
at the fame time that my judgment is againd this, I am 
clearly of opinion that we Ihouid attempt every thing that 
pur circumftances will permit : but, as the extent of our 
power muft be regulated by many poffible events, I woul4 
wifli to hold ourfelves free to act according to eitlier poffi- 

bility, ■ 
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bility, and as a clearer riew of our future rcfources may aiH 
thoiife. — If the enemy entirely leave thefe dates, it will pro- 
duce a vaft change in our affairs ; and new profpeQs may 
open, of which we can at prefent have but a very inipcrfeft 
idea. It would be a great ftep towards raiCng the value of 
cur money, which would give a new fpring to our military 
operations. — We may be able to undertake much more than 
we can now forefee. 

If the enemy attempt to keep ports in thefe flates, a firi" 
mary objeft will be to expel them, if in our power : - if not, 
wc muft make proper provifion to bar their depredations, and 
muft turn our attention to the fecurity of our frontiers, bjr 
purfuing fuch meafures as Ihall be within the feach of our 
abilities.-— Though we may not be able to launch into fo 
wide a field as we could wifli, fomething upon a more par- 
tial fcale may be enterprifed. Detroit and Niagara may per- 
liaps be reduced, though Canada may not be an accei&on to 
Ae confederacy. — With a view to what is poi&ble, prepara- 
tions may be going on, and we can make fuch an application 
of them as we fhall find pradlicable. 

As there is no time to be loft in doing this, I fhall give tl>e 
neceflary orders fo far as relates to the article of provifion, 
wh'ch indeed lias been already done in part. Magazines of 
forage, materials for boat and ijiip building, and other ar- 
ticles, muft alfo be provided,— which will depend on the 
final arrangemenis and more definitive inftru6lion& of Con- 
grefs. Thefe meafures will be necefiary to be taken whe- 
ther the prefent plan is carried on, or whether fomething lefs 
extenfive, depending wholly on ourfelves, is fubftituted in its 
place. — I Ihall wait the further orders of Congrefs for tlie 
government of my condu6l in delivering the plan to the mar- 
quis as cheir refolution fecms to require, or in tranfmitting it 
Jmmetliately to do£lor Franklin as the letter from the com- 
mittee feems to diredl. At prefent I am under fome doubt 
concerning the intention of Congrefs in this particular. 

I havq die honor to be, &c. G. \\\ 
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P. S. I (hall ufe every means ii^ my power to obtain intel«> 
ligence in the points mentioned in the reiblution of the twear 
ty-fixth ultimo, and had taken meafurcs for the purpofc witli. 
rcfpe£t to Canada before. — Mr. Livuigfton, au officer in the 
corps of guards, M-ill have the honor of prefenting^thefe dif- 
patches to your excellency. Their importance requiring 
more than a common meflenger, he very obligingly under- 
look, upon application, to give them a fafe conveyance. 



Sir, Head-Quarters, Ftedericjburg^ Nov'. 12, l^^Z* 

INCLOSED I have the honor to tranfmit the copy 
of a letter from brij^adier -general Hamilton to general Heath. 
J did not chufe to grant the requeil without the < Micurrence 
of Congrefs, though ac ti.e fame time 1 think ii may he fafcly 
^one. It will fave the trouble and expenie of another eicott 
at a future day.-— 1 fhall he glad of the determination <^ 
Congrefs as fpeedily as polfible, as the flag veflel, bound to 
Virginia with the baggage of the convention troops, will 
perhaps be detained for the anfwer. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sm, Head-Quarters^ Fiedericpurg^ Nov. 13, I'J'jZ* 

BARON De Steuhen will have the honor of deliver- 
ing you this. He waits upon Congrefs on the fubje6l of the 
infpeftorftiip, which he is extremely anxious fliould be put 
Mpon fome decided footing. He appears to be fenfible of 
fome difficulties in the plan formerly propofed, and which I 
had the honor fome time iincc to tranfmit my obfervations 
upon,--^nd defirous that they rticuld not prove an obftruc- 
tjon to the progrefs of an inftitution, which, if accommodat-f 
cd to the circumftanccs and fentiments of the army, promifes 
very great advantages to the fcrvice. The fuccefs the baron 
bad in the beginning, and tiie benefits derived from it, make 
nac regret the obftacles th^t ha^^e fo long fufpended his exer- 
tions;^ 



364 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

tions ; and I ihould wifli be may have it in his power to re- 
fame them on principles raoft advancive of the fervice. On 
Aefe 1 have already fully communicated my ideas^ and it ig 
tmneceflary I fhould add. 

I have the honor to be, &€• G. W. 



Sir, Head' Quarter Sy Frcdirlcjburgy Nov. 14, 1778. 

I DO rayfelf the honor to tranfmit you the copy of a 
letter of the tenth inftant, which I received yefterday from 
fir Henry Clinton, on the fubjedl of exchanging the prrfoners 
of the convention. — Should the propofition be agreeable to 
Congrefs, I fliall be glad to receive powers to enter into a 
negotiation as foon as poiCble, as it may probably relieve 
our officers upon parole from the difagreeable neceiSty of 
returning to New- York. I will juft obferve, that, fhould 
a« exchange take place upon the terms propofed by fir 
Henry, I (hould fuppofe we fliall not be obliged to give up 
any confiderable number of privates by way of compofition, 
as the officers of the convention (fhould the whole be fufFer- 
cJ to be exchanged) would go a great way towards liberat- 
ing ours at prefcnt in the hands of the enemy. But it cannot 
be expedtcd tliat they will leave their troops cntirelv deftitutc 
of officers — Mr. commiffary Clark, mentioned by iir Henry 
Clinton, was permitted by general Heath to go from Bofton 
to New-York to fettle the accounts and procure money for 
the difchargc of the debts of the troops at Cambridge. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Head- Quarters y Frederlcjhurgy Nov. 16, 1778, 

I HAD the honor of receiving your favor of the fixth 
yefterday, with the inclofed copy of a letter from the pie- 
fident of the council of New-Jerfey, relative to an expeded 
attack upon the weftern frontier of that ftate. — I have juft 
received a letter from general Hand giving intelligence of an 

attack 
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attack tipon colonel Alden's regiment at Cherry- Valley, ef- 
fefted by furprife, in confequence of which, there is too 
much reafon to apprehend that regiment may fall a facrifice, 
I tranfmit a copy of the difpatches announcing this difagree* 
able affair. 

Thefe depredations of the enemy give me the mod ferious 
concern* I lament that we have not yet had it in our power 
to give them an effe6lual check, I am perfeftly convinced 
that the only certain way of preventing Indian ravages is to 
carry the war vigoroufly into their own country. But at 
this IS thought impradlicable at this late feafon of the year 
from the ftate of the water, and other impediments, I fear we 
muft content ourfelves with defenfive precautions for the pre- 
fent. — I have already informed Congrefs that colonel Cort- 
landt's regiment had marched towards the Minifuiks ; bur, 
having fmce direfted count Pulafki to proceed with Iiis corps 
to Colesfort in that neighborhood, colonel Cortlandt will 
take poft fomewhere between that place and Rocheftci*. 
Orders are now given to colonel Spencer's regiment and co- 
lonel Armand's corps to join general Pulafki. — This difpofw. 
tion is agreeable to the opinion of governor Clinton and other 
gentlemen acquainted widi the country whom I have confult- 
ed, and is calculated to cover the eaftern frontier of Pennfyl- 
vtnia, New-Jerfey, and the weftern part of New-Yotk. — I 
(hall alfo immediately fend the remainder of general Clin^ 
ton's brigade to Albany. When arrived there, if any thing 
off^nfive can poflibly be undertaken, it fhall be done : if not, 
they win be difpofed of in a manner that fhall feem beft. 
adapted for protedlion and defence. 

With the greateft refpedl and efteem, I am, fir, you moft 
obedient fei*vant, G* W. 



Sir, Head-Quarter Sy Fredericjburg, Nov, 16, 1778. 

BY the time this reaches you, general Du Portail 

-will probably be at Philadelphia. One part of his builnefs 

is 
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is to profccute the direftions given him fomfe time fince fo# 
foiroing a plan for the defence of tho river JDekware, to bet 
ibbmitted to Congrcfs : another part is to underfland from 
Congrefs what may be their views and wi flies with refpeS? 
to his further continuance in America^ and that of the three 
odler gentlemen attached to him* 

He informs me that die furlough he obtained from the 
court of France expires in February next, and that^ unkiii 
there is a certain profpedl of his being emf^yed hereafter 
in a manner ufeful to the fiates and honorable to himfelf, ho 
intends immediately to return. He therefore wifhes fome 
explicit ideas to be realifed on the fubjefl* He is aJfo anxioud 
Aat fomething definitive fliould be done with refpci^ to thef 
pay and the other appointments both of hijn&lf and the other 
gentlemen with him, which have been hitherto undecided, 
and have left them in an uncertain and difagreeable fituadon. 
—Added to this, he is defirous to have fome arrangement 
fixed for tlie rules and manner of fervice in hill department. 

He delivered me, fome days flrice, a memorial intended far 
Congrcfs, and which I have now the honor to incloie, con- 
taining his ideas on a general fyftem of fortification for thefe 
Hates, and which he requelied me to accompany with «iy 
fentiments- But it includes queflions of finance and confi- 
ilcrations of policy the mofl: extenfive and im|x>rtant, of 
which Congrcfs alone can form a competent jirdgnient. I 
lliall therefore only fay, that, confidcrcd merely in a mihtary 
point of view, the plan appears to me wordvy of very ferious 
sttentioi;. 

It is but jiiAicc to general Du Portail to obferve that I have 
a high o|3Jnion of his merit and abilities, and efteem him not 
only well acrjuaintcd with tlic particular branch he profefies, 
but a man of found judgment and real knowledge in military 
fcience in general. I have alio a very favorable opinion of the 
other gentlemen. I will take the liberty to add that it appears 
to me they will be extremely ncccflary and ufeful in our fu- 
ture operations, whether dlredled Co offence or deftaice,— 
7 whether 
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whether todifp9flefs the enemy of pofts.in our front, to aflSift 
in carrying oh the propofed expedition into Canada, or an|r 
other on a lefs extenfive plan which inay be fubftituted in it» 
ilead for the mere fccurlty of our frontier. 

Monfieur Dc Murnon has ferved in quality of engineer 
under general Du Portail fince the firft of March lalt, with 
the promife of a majority from the committee of arrange- 
ment at Valley-Forge. He has never yet received his com- 
jniffion. This» I prefume, has been forgotten in a crowd <rf 
more important afFairs. — With the greateft refpediand efteera^ 
i have tlie honor to be, ice. G. W. 



SlRf Head-Quarters^ Fredcricjburg^ Nov, 18, 1778^ 

COUNT Kolhowfki, who will have the honor of 
ielivering you this, is a Polifti officer who is defirous of en- 
tering into our fervice. I inclofe your excellency two letter* 
in his favor from doftor Franklin and Mr. Deane ; added u^ 
which, he is recommended to me by count Pulaflci as 2 
brave and ufeful officer who ferved under him in Poland* 
He wifhes him to be placed in his legion, with the rank of 
captain and the pay of lieutenant,— to^ perform the duties of 
the latter till he can give proofs of his talents and obtain fomc 
other employ. — ^With very great efteem and refpedk, I have 
the honor to be, &c, G. W^ 



Sir, Hcad'QuartcrSy Frcdcricfbnrg^ Nov, it^^ 1778^ 

Mr.. Wheelock will have the honor of prefentiag this 
letter to your excellency. He waits on CongFefs upon the 
afiuirs of a regiment under the command of colonel Bedet 
which, it feems, wa& raifed in the Cohofs county, or at lead 
IVas been kept up* fince March laft upon the recommendatiott 
of the marquis Fayette when at Albany. This corps, ac-^^ 
cording to the inclofed (late by Mr. Wheelock who is the* 
lieutenant- colonel^ to which I beg leave to refer Congrefs, 

and 
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and according to other information I have Received, was at 
firft aflcmbled under the direftion of major-general Gates 
about this time twelvemonth for the purpofe of a fudden en- 
tcrprife againft Saint John's, and the enemy's armed veffels ly- 
ing there, and was engaged till the laft of March. 

I cannot undertake to fay in what manner or how ufefully 
tills regiment has been employed, or to what extent in point 
of men. But Mr. Wheelock fays it has been of great fervice : 
and the object of his prefent journey is to obtain the direc-^ 
tion of Congrefs for their being paid when proper rolls arc 
produced, and their determination whether it is to be dtfband* 
cd now, or continued till April next, the period for which the 
men arc faid to have engaged, though the marquis's recom- 
mendation extended only to the end of the prefent campaiga. 

The regiment may or may not be neceffary in future.— 
Much will depend on the fyftem of conduct the enemy pur- 
fue the next campaign, and on our own operations. I would 
obferve, under its prefent engagement, its ferviccs were to he 
local, or at lead confined to a certain quarter. If it (hould be 
deemed ex})edient to re-enli(l it,— if practicable, it ihould be 
done on the general fcalc of avfting wlicrcver it may be rc- 
quitite (though perhaps it may not he polTible to accompiiih 
it) : and, in lucii cafe, it Avill alio be material for the public 
to have a more perfect knowledge ot its arrangements than 
what I appreheiul it han hltiierto Jiad. 

I hiive the honor to be, &:c. G. W. 



Sir, Head' Q'Mirtcrs, Frcdcricflncrgy Ncv. 2 1 , 1 7 78. 

I HAD titc lionor of your cxccliency's two favors of 

the fourteenth and fifteenth inflant, with their feveral inclofures* 

^— The confideration of dodor Conolly's cafe, with the refolu- 

tion of Congrefs, I have tranfmitted to iir Heniy Clinton, 

In niv letter of the fixteenth I communicated to your cx- 
cellencv the attempt on Fort-Akleii by the favages. — I have 
fmcc received the inclofed dii'patches confirming that dit 

agreeable 
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Cigreeable account. — I alfo informed Congrefs at the fame time 
of the fteps which were taken for the fecurity of the fro;i- 
tier of Pcnnfylvania, New-Jerfey, and the weftcrn part of 
New- York, — and that the two remaining regiments of ge- 
neral Clinton's brigade were ordered to Albany. 

I have to regret that the condition of aiFairs is fuch as does 
not admit of a compliance with repeated detachments from 
this army. However, that every thing poffible might be done 
under our prefent circumftances, general Hand was further 
inftrufted on the fixteenth inftant to confer with gener^il 
Schuyler at Albany, and with thofe perfons in that part of the 
country who could in any manner affift in forming his judg- 
ment on the bed meafures to be purfued with the troop) 
which were employed in the feveral quarters : and yefterday 
1 changed has command to that of the Minifinks, and for<- 
^warded him an extract from colonel Hartley's letter of the 
ninth, that he might accommodate his difpofitions to recent 
events. I have only to add on this fubje£t, that, ocl the twen- 
tieth, brigadier-general Clinton fet out to take the command 
at Albany, with direSions to confult with general Hand, and 
to form with him fuch combined arrangements as may appear 
inoft confident with their united ftrength. 

I am, fir, with great refpeft, &c. G. W. 

P. S. As the troops of the convention are approaching the 
North-river, I am throwing over a part of the army in order 
to form a line of pofts parallel to their march, for the greater 
fecurity of the feveral paffes leading to the river. 



Sir, Head^Quarters^ Frederkjhurg^ Nov. 23, 17 78. 

JOHN Temple, efquire, will have the honor of pre- 
fenting this to your excellency. I do not know, what Mr. 
Temple's views are : but it feems he has fome application to 
make to Congrefs. I never had till now the pleafure of a per- 
fonal acquaintance widi him : but, from the terms in which 
Mr. Bowdoin fpeaks of him, as your excellency will perceive 
by the inclofed letter, — and from other recommendations I 
VOI..U. Bb have 
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have haJ of him, Iconficler him as a gentleman of fcnfe ai\d 
merit, and of warm attachment to the rights of h.is country, 
for which lie appears to have futfcred greatly in the prefcnt 
€onteft^-^I have the honor to be, 6cc. G. W. 



Sir, Hcad'QuartcrSy Frcdencjburg, Xo7.\ 23, 1778. 

YOUR excellency's letter of the eighteentli, with the 
inclofure referred to, came to baiid yefterday. — I had hctQie 
received the intelligence contained in Mr. Dcane's letter, and 
in confequence made part of the detachments which have 
bceii mentioned in my late letters. It is highly probable that 
theiatc incurfions and outrages were committed by the- parties 
comprehended in Mr. Dcane's intelligence ; and I ihouki 
hope that -the force already gone from the army, together 
tvith the feafon, will prevent them at lead from making fur- 
ther great depredations. 

Since I had the honor of addreffing your exxeHehcy on the 
twenty- fir ft, 1 received a letter from general -Hand, of the 
eighteenth,^ an cxtraft fuom which you will find inclofcd, 
with copies of a letter from major Whiting and one from a 
Mr. Clyde. Tlicfe will inform CongrelSy that, though the 
ravages at the Cherry-Valley fettlement were great in the 
late attack by the favages, yet our lofs was much lefs than 
we had reafon to «Tpprchcud it from our former advices. 
The accoimt of the enemy's having ftormed the fort, and 
cut Git Aldcn's regiment, happily turns out premature. The 
inclofure, N° 2, which is a copy of a letter from lord Sclr- 
ling, of the feycntecnth, will advife Congrcfs that die fleet of 
frr.!ifports, which had lain at the Hook for fome days 'before, 
came tip the {>recedii>g night to the watering-place, and alfo 
t]i'dt fome of the ihips of- war had returned to York difraaft- 
ed. — Your excellency will alfo fee by the inclofure, N^j, 
(which contains an cxtra6l:from a letter from general Sullivai), 
bfthc eighteenth inftant), the lated: advices I have refpecliuj 
admiral Biron's fleet. — From the lofs of the Somerfet, andtlic/e 
fcvcral accounts, they fuifered fcvcrely in their late cruife. 
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• November 24. — ^I juft received from general Hand the in- 
dofed petition from major Whitcomb, addreffed to Congrefs, 
and his letter to general Hand, of the fame dale. My infor- 
jnation ref|X?dting the corps under major Whitcomh's com- 
mand has Iiitherto been very imperfe6l ; and even now I 
do riot know the terms on which it was engaged ; nor had 
I, till thefe letters carxie to haiul, any reafon to think that the 
troops above had not all been equally paid,*— having fent up 
a fupply of money, for the purpofe foon after I came to this 
camp, and authorifed the paymafter-^-gerieral a few days ago 
to forward a further quantity.— I fhall immediately write to 
general Clinton, now on his way to Albany, to fend a proper 
officer to mufter thecorps, and alfo three companies (which 
he calls provincials) under his direilion, faid to be engaged 
to the firft of next month ;r— after which, both will be paid 
on his prefenting proper rolls. — With refpeci.to clothing, the 
only* application I recolledl to have had from major Whit- 
comb iwas anfwered with fuch fupplies, both in quantity and 
quality,.as our ftores xit the time would admit of. It may 
perhaps be pira6licabl6 hereafter to put his corps on a better 
footing' in this inftance. • 

. The alarm which major Whitcomb fpeaks of in the be- 
ginning • of his letter tb 'general H^nd was occafioned (as 
Gongre& will perceive by a copy of another letter from him 
to general Hand) by a defcent made by a body of the enemy in 
the country about the fouth end of Lake. Cham plain, and who, 
according to his report, have done conlld^rablc damage. 
. Ldirefted. general Du Portail fome time ago to take a 
View of the Works carrying on in the Highlands far the 
defence of .the North-river, and to make an eftimate of the 
cannon neceffary for the purpofe. This he did ; and, as he 
is now at Philadelphia, I have wiitten to him by this con- 
veyance, and requefled him to prefent the eflimat^ to Con- 
grefs. I am forry the number wanted is fo great, and the 
more fo as I find upon inquiry th«it the Salifbury furnace in 
Connedlicut, which ufed to cart fo many, is much out of re- 
pair, and could not poffibly be put in order, and in a proper 
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ftatc for fupplies, before May.— The providing of cannon i3 
a matter of infinite importance ; and I am pcrfuaded Congrcfo 
will take every means in therr powci* to accomplifh k, Bc- 
fides the preffing and extenfivc demand for the works ob the 
North-river, we cannot extend our views too foon to the oIm 
taming further large fu^plies. We jmuft in the cotirfc of 
tilings have occafion for a great deal of artillery : and« in 
any entcTprife we may underrakc againft Canada, whether 
<^na large or a fmall fcale^ feveral pieces of various caiibert 
will be abfolutely eflential. Befides arming the ihips and 
vefTels we fhall be obliged to build to gain the navigation of 
the lakes, our land operations will require a great aumbeir 

A detachment of continental troops will conduct thofe of 
the convention from the North-river to the Delaware. The 
German batallion is to compofe part of the efcort : and, after 
rile convention troops crofs to Pfennfylvania^ I have direSed 
it, in confequence of the intelligence tranfmitted of kte by 
Congrefs refpefting the frontiers^ to proceed to Eailon widi 
all its baggage, where it is to wait till general Hand arrivef 
at the Minitjuks, and whence it will be ready to a£l as eir- 
cumftances may require. At the fame time, if thefe frequent 
detachments from the army could be avoided, it were much 
to be wi/hed* The troops will be by this means in a very 
difperfed ftate ; and, befides lofing perhaps fome advantages 
which might prefent themfelvcs if they were more colle£led, 
tlieh- cSfcipline will be:greatiy injured, and it will be ex- 
tremely difficult, from a variety of caafcs, to draw them to- 
gether again : and, if it fhould be praikicablc^ it is highly 
probable we fliall find their number much impaired by defer- 
tiou and otiaerwire. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Head-Qumtersy Novemier 26^ ijji, 

Mr, John Dodge will have the honor of delivering 
thl<5 letter to your excellency. His hiltoiy is that he is a na- 
tive of Conncfticur, and about eight years ago, as he informs, 
xiie, fettled in the couiitry betv^xeu Detroit and Pittfburg at 
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an Indian trader ;— that he carried on commerce till January 
T776, when, for his attachment to our caufe and the mea- 
fiires he had taken to promote it, he became obnoxious to the 
•enemy, was feisced by order of the governor of Detroit, was 
thrown into prifon, and there continued till the beginning of 
May laft, when he was fent to Quebec ; — ^tbat on the ninth 
of Odlober he efcaped from thence and got into our fettle- 
ments, through the aid of a Frcach Caghnewaga who came 
with him here on friday laft. 

I find Mr. Dodge^i inteljigent young man, intimately ac- 
quainted with all the tradi of country between Pittfburg and 
Detroit, and with that lying on Lake Erie, alfo with mofl: of 
the favage tribes in thofe parts, and with their languages. He 
is likewife well acquainted with the communication from 
Fort-Stanwix to Ofwego and Niagara. 

I believe Mr. Dodge's hiftory to be true ; and, from a va- 
riety ofcircumftances, I am perfuaded of his firm attachment 
to us : and I would take the liberty to fuggeft to Congrefs 
that I think he may be of very important fervice to us in any 
cnterprife we may undertake in the weftern quarter, or againft 
the force on Lake Erie or Lake Ontario. This confider^- 
don, with that of his loffes and fufFerings which I am inclin- 
ed to believe have been confiderable, feems to make him wor- 
thy of notice and attention. — His information is good and 
clear in feveral points which I know myfelf, and in many 
others, (from the manner in which he delivered it) far fupe- 
rior and much more fatisfacSlory than what I have been able 
to derive from any other perfon.-^ As I have obferved before, 
Mr. Dodge appears to me a valuable intelligencer ; and, if 
Congrefs are plcafed to honor him with an opportunity, he 
will give them an account of the pofts of Detroit and Nia- 
gara when he left them', and of that at Michilimachinac, — of 
the enemy's naval force on L^kes Erie and Ontario, and of 
fiicb other matters in Canada as he was able to inform him- 
felf of, either by his ow.n obfervatiou or the relation of others. 

General Gates fupplied Mr. Dodge with fome mojaey to 
defray bis expenfes from Boftan to thifplacej znd I hav? 
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advanced him to-day a hundred and fifty dollars more to 
carry him to Philadelphia, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Mr. Dodge means to call on major Btitler of the 
light troops, with whom he fays he is well acquainted. He 
alfo fays he is extremely well acquainted with colonel Wood 
of Virginia,— but he is not in camp ; — and he adds that be 
was at Pittfburg in I775f when doftbr Walker, Mr. Wilfon, 
and Lewis Morris efquire, were there as comraiflioners, 
and engaged at that time to ufc his influence to keep die 
favages quiet, &c. 

Sir, Head'Shtartersy Fredericjburg^ Nou. 27, 1 778. 

I WAS yefterday honored with your favor of the 
twentieth, with its icveral inclofures. — Congrefs will be 
■ pleafed to accept my acknowledgments for the communica- 
tion of the treaties between his mod chrillian majefty and 
the United States. — The refolve refpefting the exchange of 
prifoners has been tranfmitted to fir Henry Clinton, and 
I have appointed commiffioners (if he thinks proper) to 
jneet his at Amboy the fcventh of next month. 

I have the pleafure to inform Congrefs that the whole 
army (one brigade and the light corps excepted) is now in 
motion to the places of their refpeftive cantoqments for 
winter-quarters. I have thought it prudent to delay this 
event a while, to give time for the convention troops to 
make fome progrefs in croiTing the North-river, to prevent 
?i poflibllity of accident. The third divifion pafles this diiy; 
and, if no unexpected interruption happens, the whole will 
be over, the thirtieth inftant. When their paflage is com- 
pleted, the remaining troops kept in the field wuU imme* 
diately retire to quarters, 

The difpofition for winter-quarters is as follows. — ^Nine 
brigades will be ftatjoned on the weft fide of Hudfon's river, 
exclufive of the garrifon at Weft-Point,— one of which (tiic 
North-Carolina brigade) will be near Smith'^ Clove for the 
fecurity of th^t pafsj and as 'a rdwfprcement to Wcft-Pci.it 
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in cafe of neceffity ; another (the Jerfey brijijacle) will be at'- 
Klizabethtown, to xover the lower part of Jerfey , ami the ' 
other fevcn, confiding of the Virginia, Maryland, Dela- 
ware, and Pennfylvania troops, will be at Middlebrook. — 
H'lx brigades will be left im the ea!l fide of the river and at 
Weil-Point ; — three of which (of the iVlaflachufctts troops) 
will he ftationed for the immediate defence of the High- 
lands ; one at Weft-Point in addition to the garrifon already 
there; and the other two at Fifhkill and the Continental * 
Village. — The remaining three brigades, compofed of t'he 
New- Flam pfliire and Connecticut troops, and Hazen's regi- 
ment, will be pofted in the vicinity of Danbury, for tho 
proteftion of the country lying along the Sound, to cover 
our mr.gazines lying on Connefticut-iivcr, and to aid the 
Highlands on any ferioiis movement of the enemy that way, 
— The park of artillery will be at Pluckemin. — The cavalry 
will be difpofed of thus:— Bland's regiment at Winchefter 
in Virginia, Baylor's at Frederic or Hagarftown in Mary- 
land, Moylan's at Lancafter in Pennfylvania, and Sheldon's 
at Durham in Connedlicut. Lee's corps will be with that 
part of the army w^hich is in the Jerfeys afting on the ad- 
vanced pofts. — This comprehends the general diilribution of 
t'he army, except Clinton's brigade of New- York troops, 
Pulaiki's corps, and fome detached regiments and corps 
ftationed at Albany and at different parts of the frontier, 
of which Congrefs have already been particularly advifed. 
— General Putnam will command at Danbury, General 
M'Dougal in the Highlands, and my own quarters wiil be 
in the Jerfeys, in the neighborhood of Middlebrook. 

This dlipofition appeared to iTje beft calculated to conci- 
liate as far as pofiible thefe feveral objefts, — the protedion 
of the country, the fccurity of the important pofts in the 
Highlands, the fafety, djfcipline, and eafy fubfiftence of 
the ariny. — To have kept the troops, in a coUeiled itato^ 
would, have incr^^afed infinitely the ejcpenfe and diificuUy of 
fti5fifting them, both with refpedit to forage .and proyifions i, 
to hirre divided them into fmaller cantonments wpuld hav^ 

£ b 4 maUe 



376 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

made it far le(s praflicabic to maintain order and difcipliflc 
among them, and would haye put them lefs in a condition 
to control and prevent offenfive operations on the fide of the 
enemy, or to afiemble to take advantage of any favorable 
opening which their future iTtuation may ofFer^ fiiould they 
be obliged to weaken tbemfclves by further detachments fo 
far as to invite an enterprife againft them. 

By the eftimate of the quarter-matter and commiffary- 
general, it appears indifpenfable to have the principal part 
of the army on the other fide of the North-river. It was 
thought impraflicable to funiifh the necefiary fupplies of flour 
for the whole, on this fide the river, from the immenfe difE- 
culty and expcnfe of tranfportation in the winter feafon, and 
from the cxhauftcd ftate of the country with refpefk ta forage. 
—As this fubjeft has been already fully before Congrefs, I 
Ihall not trouble them with a repetition of the detaii.— In 
order as much as poffiUe to reduce the demand of forage 
and facilitate the fupplies, I have given direftionSj^ when die 
fcveral divifions arrive at their cantonments, to fend away to 
convenient places at a diftance from them all the horfes not 
abfolutely requifue to carry on the ordinary buCnefs of the 
army. 

It is unneceflary to add that the troops muft ag^ have 
recourfe to the expedient of hutting as they did laft 
year. But, as they are now well clad, and we have had 
more leifure to make fome little preparations for winter- 
quarters, I hope they will be in a more comfortable fituation 
than they were in, the preceding winter.-^With the higheft 
refpeft and efteem^^ I have the honor to be, &c* G. W. 



Sir, Elizahethlownj Dfccmher 4, 1778, 

BETWEEN Fredericiburg and this place where I 
arrived yefterd^y afternoon, I had the honor to receive your 
excellency's feveral favors of the twenty-fixth, twenty* 
feventh, and twenty-eighth, in due order, with their feveral 
inclpfures, which. ibaUl h^ve my attention. My i^isg on 
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the road from the time of their coming to hand till ycfterday 
prevented me from acknowledging them before. 

As many inconveniences would attend the removin<r of 
the fick oiTicers and men of the convention troops by land, 
and the officers having families, I have written to general 
Gates to permit them to proceed to the falls of James'-river 
by water, on the officers' giving their paroles that tliey and 
the men will perform the voyage. 1 have alfo acquainted 
him of the meeting in contemplation for an exchange of 
prifoners, that the officers may not leave Bofton till the 
refult is known. 

With refpeft to major De Paflem of the regiment of 
Hefle-Hanau, I hope he may be releafed by an exchange; 
after which, it will remain with him to obtain liberty from 
fir Henry Clinton to return to Europe. But if the exchange 
in agitation fhould not take place, I fliould be happy if 
Congrcfs themfelves would decide whether he is to be al- 
lowed his requeft. — If on my permiffion he fliould go to 
Europe without application to and the confent of the Britiih 
commander (which feems to be his intention), the enemy 
jnight not think themfelves bound upon a future occafion to 
account for him.-^I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W. 



Sir, Elizabcthtown^ December ^, 1/78. 

I HAVE the honor to addrefs you by command of his 
excellency, who went from this place at four o'clock this 
morning in confequence of advice received lad night that 
fifty-two veffels great and fmall, including a bomb ketch, 
with troops on board, had, the day before yeftertlay, moved 
up the North-river as far as Cloyfter-landing, and yefterday 
morning got under v/ay and were proceeding farther up. 
He propol'ed to make his firfl ftage at Acquakenunk, and to 
proceed as his future intelligence might require. He -ia 
n^uch at a lofs to determine the defign of the enemy, but 
thinks it may either have refped to the forts in the High- 
}rj:d5 or to the convention troops, 
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When he left Peekikill, the two MafTuchufctts brigaJoj, 
on their march thither from Hartford, were not arrived, (o 
that the troops on the f|iot were only the original garrifoii 
©f Weil-Point, and Nixon's brigade whlcii lay near the 
Continental Village : but, without the nioft inexplicable de- 
lay, thofe muft have reached their deftination feme days 
fince. If fo, and the enemy fliould meditate a flroke agair.ll 
Weft-Point, they will probably fail in it unlefs there 
fiiould be fomething like afurprife. — The general alfo thinks 
it probable that the Maryland divifion were yefterday even- 
ing at the Clove. Their inftruftions were, to communicate 
with Weft-Point and remforce it on any emergency. They 
were, in addition to them, dire£led laft night by exprefs to 
move immediately towards the forts, divefted of baggage 
and artillery, for the more fpeedy communication. — The 
Carolina brigade has been fome time ftationed at the entrant. c 
of the Clove. 

One brigade of the Virginia troops is at Pcmptcn, niij 
the other two were expefted to reach Springfield yeflerdav. 
The Pcnnfylvania troops, it is fuppofed, would be at Ac- 
qiiakenunk or in the neighborhood of Paramus. — Tlicrc 
(roops, immcdiatciv on receiving the prefcnt intelligence, 
were ordered to halt ; and his excellency is gone forward to 
regulate their movements according to circumftances. — The 
brigade in this town is ordered to hold Itfelf in rcadincfs. 

If the convention troops iliould be their object, \h pro- 
bable the attempt will be too late to anfwer any purpofe : 
the rear divificn v/as to crofs the North- river on wedncfday 
laft, but muft certainly have done it on thurfday ; tlic 
front muft be not far from the Delaware j and the whole 
too far advanced to be fubjeft to a refcue. Added to this, 
there is a pretty ilrong guard with each divifion. His ex- 
cellency however has fent on the intelligence to colonel 
Bland who dirccls their march, urging him to haften them 
forward with all poiTible difpatch. 

One brigade of Conne(^icut trcops was at Danbury, the 

other at Frcdericiburg, when we came away •, and geneifti 

2 Poor's 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 379 

Poor's was in full march for the former, and muft long 
fince have arrived. 

I have the honor to be, See. R. H. Harrison. 

P. S. Your excellency will excufe this hurried fcrawl. 



Sir, Paramus^ December 7, 1778. 

I HAD the honor of receiving yours of the fecond 

^t this place. — I have forwarded the brevet to captain Simo*- 
net ; and (hall take fuch meafures in regard to colonel Fleu- 
-Ty's letter as (hall feem proper, upon my arrival at Middle- 
brook for which I fet out again to-morrow. 

ITpon leaving Elizabethtown I direfted colonel Harrifon 
to inform you of the intelligence I hadTCceived, and which 
I rIioup;ht demanded my perfonal attention, as the enemy 
appeared to be going up the river in confiderable force. 
Having put the troops deftined for the Middlebrook canton- 
ment upon their march back towards the North-river, I was 
proceeding that way myfelf when an exprefs met me a few 
miles beyond this, informing me that the enemy's (hipping, 
Y/hich had been as high as King's ferry, had fallen dowa 
again. They landed a party at the ferry, and fet fire to a 
few fmall buildings near the water: but, upon a party of 
ours advancing, they immediately [re-emharked] without 
attempting any thing further. — The boats and (lores of everj 
kind had been previoufly fecurcd. — I cannot account for this 
manoeuvre but by fuppofing that they had been mif-informed 
as to the cjuantity of (lores at the ferry, or that they expedled 
to find the pods in a defencelefs fituation 5 or it may perhaps 
have been to favor a forage below. 

Finding that the troops deftined for the defence of th^ 
Highlands had arrived at their refpeftive pofts agreeable 
to my orders and expedlations, I have again put thiofe in- 
tended for Middlebrook into motion 5 and I hope they will 
arrive there while the roads and weather are both fine. 

Accounts from New-Yorjc through a good channel in«r 
fotm me that thirty thoufand tons of (hipping had been fud- 
4enly taken up for government fervice,*and that a general 
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cadnrgo is laid. The occafiao has not yet tranfjpired; it 
kail it bas not yet reached me. 
1 hare the honor to be, &c. " G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ AfidMtbrozh^ Dec. 1 3, 1 7 78. 

SINCE my laft of the feventh, I have been honored 
with yoor farors of the fifth, fixth, and eighth inftant, with 
their incloTures, to which the proper attention (hall be paid. 
—I have made the report of the committee on Canada af- 
£urs the fubjed of a particular letter which I have the ho- 
nor of tranfmittii^ by this conveyance* 

I am, with the greateft refpe^, &c. G. W. 

P. 8. Lieutenant-colonels Harrifon and Hamilton went to 
Amboy on monday kft to meet the Britilh commiffioners : 
but the weather bad been fo extremely bad they that had 
not met on friday. 



Sir, Hcad'^uartirSi Middlebrooi^ Dec. 13, 177S. 

IT has not been in my power to return an anfwer to 
your favor of the fixth inftant till now. The letter met me 
on the road, feparated from my papers ; and I did not reach 
this place till late on the eleventh, fince which I have been 
much employed in attending to the difpofitions for hutting 
thr army: but in the mean time the objefts of the difpatch 
hi/ J 'jngaged my utmoft attention. 

The cameil defire I have to pay the ftrifteft Compliance 
in every indance with the views and Inftruftions of Con- 
grcfe carrnot but make me feel the greateft uneafinefs when 
I find myfelf in circuraftances of hefitation or doubt with re- 
fpcft to their dire£lions. Rut the perfedi confidence I have 
in the juftice and tanclor of that honorable body emboldens 
me to communicate without referve the difficulties which 
feccur in the execution of their prefent order j and the indul- 
gence I have experienced on every former occafion induces 
fne to imagine that the liberty I now take will not meet witt 

tiicir difapprobation. 
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I have attentively taken up the report of the committee of 
the fifth (approved by Congrefs) on the fubjc<fl of my letter 
of the eleventh ultimo on the propofed expedition into C«* 
nada : I have confidered it in feveral lights, and fincerely re- 
gret that I ftiould feel tnyfelf under any cmbarraffmcnt in 
carrying it into execution. Still I remain of opinion, from 
a general review of things and the ftate of our refources, that 
no extenfivc fyftem of co-operation with the Frendi, for the 
complete emancipation of Canada, can be poiitively decided 
on for the enfuing year.-— To propofe a plan of perfe£l co- 
operation with a foreign power without a moral certainty ta 
our fupplies, and to have that plan aftually ratified with the 
court of Verfailles, might be attended, in cafe of failuxe in 
the conditions on our part, with very fatal efFeiSls. 

If I Ihould feem unwilling to tranfmit the plan as pre- 
pared by Congrefs, with my obfervations, it is becaufe I 
find myfelf under a ncceffity (in order to give our miniftcr 
fufficient ground to found an application on) to propofe fomc- 
thing more than a vague and indecifive plan, which, even in 
the event of a total evacuation of thefe ftates by the enemy, 
may be rendered imprafticable in the execution by a variety 
of infurmountablc obftacles ; or if I retain my prefcnt fen- 
timents and a£b confidently, I mud point out the difiiculties 
as they appear to me; which muft embarrafs his negotiations, 
and may difappoint the views of Congrefs. 

But, proceeding on the idea of the enemy's leaving thefe 
ftates before the aftive part of the enfuing campaign, I 
{hould fear to hazard a midake as to the precife aim and 
extent of the views of Congrefs. The line of condufl: that 
I am to obferve in writing to our minider at the court of 
France does not appear fufficiently delineated : — were I to 
undertake it, I (hould be much afraid of erring through mit- 
conception. In this dilemma I would edeem it a particular 
favor to be excufed from writing at all on the fubjeft, efpe- 
cially as it is the part of candor in me to acknowledge that 
I do not fee my way clear enough to point out fuch a plan 
for co-operation as I conceive to be confident with the ide^s 
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of Congrefe, and that will be fufficiently explanatory with 
icfpeft to time and circumdances, to give efficacy to tho 
ncafure. But if Congrefs flill think it necefiary for me to 
proceed in the bufinefs, I muft rcqueft their more definitive 
and explicit inflrudions, and that they will permit me, pre- 
ipioos to tranfmitting the intended difpatches> to fubmit 
them to their determination. 

• I could wifli to lay before Congrefs more minutely the 
ftate of the army» the condition of our fupplies, and the re- 
quifites necefiary for carrying into execution an undertaking 
fliat may involve the mod ferious events* If Congrefs think 
this can be done more fatisfadlorily in a perfonal conference, 
(hope to have the army in fuch a fituation before I can re- 
ceive their anfwer, as to afford me an opportunity of givujg 
lay attendance. — I would only add that I fliail cheerfully 
comply with the directions of Congrefs relative to juakiug 
every preparation in our power for an expedition againft 
Niagara, and for fuch further operations to the northward 
as time and circumftances fhall enable us to carry on. Mca- 
fures for tlie purpofe have been taken in part for fomc time 
paft 5 and I (hall purfuc them vigoroufly. The fubje£l has 
long engaged my contemplation; and I am thoroughly con- 
vinced of the expediency and policy of doing every thing 
pratlicable on our part, forgiving fecurity to our frontiers by 
the red u<^^ ion of rliofc places which facilitate annoying them, 
and even for accomplifliing the annexation of Ca.iada to tlic 
Union. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. 1 have detained the letter to the marquis till your 
further inflruftions. The waters have been fo high as to 
prevent the exprefs fetting out yefterday with this difpatch 
as was intended. 



To Hh Excellency^ John Jay^ Prejidcnt of Congrefs. 

Sir, Hcad'Sluartcrsy MiMebrooky Dec. 13, 1778. 

IN a letter which I had the honor of receiving from 

Congrefs, dated the fecond inftant, was inclofed the copy of 

onefrom lieutenant-colonelFleury,upon the fubjeft of which, 

die 
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die prefulent defircd me to exprcfs " tpy fentiments, as alio 
oi the merits of Mr» Fletiry during his fecvices in the ^rosiy/* 

1 do not coiKcive. that Congreft fliouH, requ^ft a renewkl 
of colonel Fieury's fudough from the French minifter plcnia* 
potentiary. An application of thjit kind oitgiit^ in my opinion^ 
to be made by himfelf, not only becaufe it is cuftomary, but 
becaufe felicitations of a fimilar nature would in all proba- 
bility be made by many not having Mr. Fleury's claim, to 
tlic favor of the public, and to vi-hom it would be difficult to 
give a refufal after a precedent had been eftablifhed. I would 
twt be undei-ftood to include the cafe of general Du Portail 
and the gentlemen in the enginecring.department, who arc 
peculiarly circumftan ced, and in whole behalf I have written 
particularly to Gongrefs. 

■ As to N4r. Fleury's merits as an officer, I can only repeat 
what I have upon feveral occafions mentioned to Congrcft 
before, — that he is brave, aclive, and intelligent, and that; 
fliould he obtain leave to remain in America, I {haU- take 
an opportunity (agreeable to my promife to him) of era- 
ploying him in a manner fuitable to'his'rtlnk, and in fucti 
a v/ay as will not clafli v/ith the officers of the line. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W: 



Sip., Hcad-^iartcrsy Middlchrcoh^ Dec. 1 6, 1778. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefhng you on the 
tliiricentli, the gentlemen app^ointeJ to meet commillion- 
trs from (ir Henry Clinton have returned to camp. Your 
excellency will find, by a copy of their report, N°7, (which, 
with the other papers refpcvfmg the meeting, is inclofed)* 
tliiJt an exchange of prifoners has not taken place. 

As an exchange has not been eiTcfled, and fir Henry. Clin- 
ton has called for, all our officers on parole, I fhall, in confe- 
quencc of the refolution of the nineteenth ultimo, order the 
commiiTary of prifoners to require the immediate return of 
the convention and any other officers with the enemy on 
parole. I do not mean however to iuclude general Bur- 
go yne 
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pyjme in 'the demand unlefs Congrefs Ihould direft it, ns 
dieic appear to me many political reafons for permitting 
bim to remain in Britain in his prefent temper. But if 
Congrefs (hould differ from me in opinion on this point, I 
fliail be happy to be informed, that meafures may be purfued 
lor his recall. — I have the honor to bc> &c. G. W. 



Sir, PhUaJcIphlaf December 3 1, 1778. 

I HAD the honor of addrefling Congrefs fome time 
fince on the fubje£t of general Du Portail and the gentlemen 
^th him. He informs me that his affair has not yet been 
decided, and is extremely anxious that it (hould be in fome 
way or other. He aOigns many powerful reafons to (hew- 
that it is very interefting to him (if he is not to continue in 
our fcrvice} to return to France as fpeedily as pofEble. He 
alfo informs me that he has reafon to think, in the confi* 
deration of his affair, the retaining him in fervice and the 
adopting the plan propofcd in his memoir arc united, and 
the deci(ion of the one fufpended on that of the other ; and 
has therefore requedcd me to reprefcnt to Congrefs that he 
Ihould be happy they could be confidercd feparatcly ; and if 
his ferviccs, abftraftcdly from the projedl propofcd by him, 
are deemed neccflary, it will be agreeable to him to remain 
in the country. 

I huvc already taken the liberty to ofi^er my fentimeiits on 
the propriety of engaging thcfe gentlemen to coiUinue in 
the fcrvice. It really appears to me that they will be eflen- 
tially neccfTary to our future operations, whether defer live 
or offcnfive ; and it cannot therefore but give me plcafure if 
it fliall be conGftent wvAi the views of Congrefs to retain 
them, and to give every encouragement which they may 
reafonably expeft. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 



